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CENSOR: 


OR,     A    REVIEW    OF 


POLITICAL    OCCURRENCES 


RBLATIVE    TO   THE 


UNITED   STATES 


OF 


AMERICA. 


TOL.  III. 


INTRODUCTION. 


J-M  O  one,  who  has  been  an  attentive  obferver  of  the 
violent  and  dangerous  attempts  wliich  have  been 
made,  and  are  ftill  making,  againft  the  Federal 
Conflitution,  and  confequently  againft  the  peace, 
prolperity,  and  happinefs  of  our  country,  can  have 
failed  to  perceive,  that  they  had  their  rife  in  the  de- 
ception which  has  been  ih  induttrioufly  circuhited 
through  every  part  of  the  United  States.  It  is  not 
to  be  prelumed,  indeed,  that  the  leaders  in  this  hot- 
tile  and  formidable  combination  have  been  de- 
ceived :  they  have  long  been  marflialled  and  ready 
for  the  attack :  but  it  is  the  dclufion,  which  has 
been  quietly  fuffered  to  fteal  its  way  among  the  peo- 
ple, that  has  called  them  into  the  field,  and  encou- 
raged them  to  aflault  firft  the  outworks,  and  at 
laft  the  very  citadel  of  our  liberties  and  our  lives. 

The  fource  of  this  delufion  it  is  not  difficult  to 
difcover :  we  have  it  continually  before  our  eyes  :  I 
mean  the  piiblic  papers,  and  1  fpeak  with  a  very  few 
exceptions. 

The  General  Government  adopted  the  moft  effec- 
tual meafures  for  facilitating  the  conveyance  of  in- 
formation to  every  quarter  of  the  Union,  at  the 
leaft  poffible  expenfe.  Hence  fubfcribers  to  papers 
were  found  in  abundance  ;  and  the  editors,  itriking 
off  numerous  impreflions,  were,  ofcourfe,  enabled 
to  iurnifh  them  at  a  low  price.      The  intention 
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of  the  Government,  as  expreffcd  by  the  Prefident 
tiimfelf,  was  certahily  the  moft  beneficent,  that  of 
fpreading  ime  information  and  ?^</«/  knowledge 
among  all  claflfes  of  the  community.  But  what  has 
been  the  confcquence  ?  Exa6tly  the  contrary.  The 
French  revolution  burfi  forth  like  a  volcano,  and 
its  devouring  lava  reached  even  us.  The  editors, 
perceiving  the  partiality  of  the  moft  numerous  clafs 
of  their  fubfcribers  for  this  revolution,  and  all  the 
novel  and  wild  principles  it  has  given  rife  to,  have 
been  leduccd,  by  the  love  of  gain,  to  flatter  that 
partiality,  by  extolling  thole  principles  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  every  thing,  their  own  private  intereft  ex- 
cepted. Their  papers,  which  fwarm  like  fummer 
flies,  are  become  the  vehicles  of  falfehood  in  place 
of  truth,  of  ignorance  in  place  of  knowledge.  Like 
the  tcnebrificous  liars  mentioned  by  a  celebrated 
author,  they  fhed  darknefs  in  place  of  light. 

A  veil  has  been  carefully  drawn  over  the  di{^ 
treUcs  and  horrors  refulting  from  the  anarchical 
fyflcm  of  France  ;  or,  when  this  could  not  be  done, 
when  the  editors  have  feared  to  be  anticipated  by 
their  fellow-labourers,  they  have  endeavoured  to 
outvie  each  other  in  apologies  for  what  ought  to 
have  been  held  up  to  deteftation,  or,  at  leaft,  as 
an  awful  lelTon  to  ourfelves.  Every  one,  even  of 
the  moft  deflruclive  and  impious  adls  of  that  pre- 
tended republic,  has  been  trumpetted  forth  as  the 
efFe<ft  of  a  liberal  and  enlightened  policy;  while  no 
inlinuation,  nofubtilty,  no  audacious  falfehood,  has 
been  left  unclTayed  to  thwart  all  the  meafurcs  of 
our  own  mild  and  wife  government,  to  disfigure  its 
principles,  and  fever  it  from  the  affeiitions  of  the 
p£oplc. 

To  countervail  the  maliirnant  efforts  of  thefe  re- 
tailors  has  ever  been  my  wiih;  and,  I  hope^  it  will 

not 
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not  be  thought  prefumption  in  me,  if  I  believe 
that  the  trifles  from  my  pen  which  the  pubhc  have 
honoured  with  their  perufal,  have,  in  ibme  flight 
degree,  had  the  detired  efl^eft.  But,  ahis !  what 
can  a  ftraggUng  pamphlet,  neceflarily  confined  to 
a  Angle  labje6t,  do  againft  a  hundred  thoufand 
volumes  of  mifcellaneous  falfehood  in  folio  ?  Their 
fheets,  if  extended,  would  more  than  cover  the 
furface  of  our  country. 

In  oppoling  a  literary  monfter  like  this,  I  am 
aware  that  a  Porcupine,  with  all  his  quills,  can  ne- 
ver hope  for  complete  fuccefs  :  but  nothing  can  be 
accomplifhed  without  being  begun :  I  hope  to  call 
up  abler  hands  to  my  aid  :  to  me  it  will  be  a  fufli- 
cient  honour  to  have  led  the  way. 

This  I  fhall  attempt  in  a  monthly  work,  of  the 
fame  bulk  and  price  as  the  one  which  is  here  fub- 
mitted  to  the  public.  In  this  work  I  fhall  take  a  re- 
view of  the  political  tranfaftions  of  the  pafl  month ; 
give  an  account  of  every  democratic  trick,  whe- 
ther of  native  growth,  or  imported  from  abroad; 
unravel  the  windings  of  the  pretended  patriots, 
and  more  particularly  thofe  of  the  flours-merchants  % 
and  I  truft  I  Ihall  be  enabled  to  give  monthly  "a 
Iketch  of  political  affairs  more  fatista6lory,  becaufe 
more  correal,  than  has  ever  yet  appeared  in  this 
country.  Thefe  will  be  the  leading  obje6ts ;  but 
I  Ihall  exclude  nothing  not  entirely  foreign  to  the 
nature  of  the  work,  that  may  contribute  to  the  ufe 
or  amufement  of  my  readers.  . 

The  newfpapers  are  fupported  by  fubfcription, 
and  for  that  very  reafon  the  Cenfor  fhall  not.  As 
long  as  people  read,  fo  long  fhall  I  write ;  and, 
when  the  bookfeller  advertifes  me  that  the  work  lies 
on  his  fhelf,  it  will  be  a  very  good  hint  for  me  to 
draw  in  my  quills. 

S  %  ^ere. 
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Here,  then,  begins  a  bellnm  etermcm  between 
the  fabricating  Quidnufics  and  rae. — There  is  my 
glove,  gentlemen ;  take  it  up  as  loon  as  you  wilL 
You  well  know  that  your  abufe  will  infinitely  re- 
dound to  my  honour;  and  therefore,  to  lilence 
me,  by  rendering  my  work  fleril  and  uninterefting, 
jou  are  reduced  to  the  cruel  neceliity  of  telling  the 
truth. 
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Meeting  of   Congrcjs — A  Speaker  chofen—'Prefidmfs 

Speech, 

MoNDAt,  7/^  Decemhef,   1795. 

JL  HE  Iloufe,  being  met,  proceeded  to  the  cliolce 
of  a  Speaker  and  a  Clerk  ;  when  Mr.  Jonathan  Day- 
ton, one  of  the  Reprefentatives  for  the  State  of  New- 
Jerfcy,  was  chofen  Speaker,  and  Mr^  John  Beckley 
Clerk* 

Tuesday,  ^th  December,  1795. 

The  Senators  and  Reprefentatives  being  afiembled 
in  the  chamber  of  the  latter,  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States  entered,  took  the  chair,  and  opened 
the  feflion  with  the  following  fjpeech  : 

Fellow-citizens  of  the  Senate  and 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives^ 

I  truft  I  do  not  deceive  myfclf,  while  I  indulge 
the  perfuafion  that  I  have  never  met  you  at  any  pe- 
riod when,  more  than  at  the  prefent,  the  fituation  of 
our  public  affairs  has  afforded  ]ufl  caufe  for  mutual 
congratulation,  and  for  inviting  you  to  join  with  me 
in  profound  gratitude  to  the  Author  of  all  good  for 
the  numerous  and  extraordinary  bleflings  we  enjoy. 

*  This  Number  of  the  Cenfor  was  originally  called  Tht 
Profpe5l  from  the  Congrefs  Gallery ;  and  as  fudi  it  has  been  fome- 
tiiues  referred  to. 
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The  termination  of  the  long,  expenfive,  and  dif- 
trcfling  war,  in  which  we  have  been  engaged  with  cer- 
tain Indians  north-weft  of  the  Ohio,  is  placed  in 
the  option  of  the  United  States,  by  a  treaty  which 
the  Commander  of  our  array  has  concluded  provi- 
lionally  with  the  hotlile  tribes  in  that  region.  In  the 
adjullment  of  the  terms,  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  In- 
dians was  deemed  an  object  worthy  no  lefs  of  the 
policy  than  of  the  liberality  of  the  United  States,  as 
the  ncceifary  bafis  of  durahle  tranquillity.  The  ob- 
ject, it  is  believed,  has  lx;en  fully  attained.  The 
articles  agreed  upon  will  immediately  be  laid  before 
the  Senate  for  their  confideration. 

The  Creek  and  Cherokee  hidians,  who  alone  of  the 
fouthern  tribes  had  annoyed  our  frontiers,  have 
lately  confirmed  their  pre-exifling  treaties  with  us  ; 
and  were  giving  evidence  of  a  iincerc  difpofition  to 
carry  them  into  ef^edV,  by  the  lurrender  of  the  prifon- 
crs  and  property  they  had  taken. — But  we  have  to 
lament,  that  the  fair  prolpect  in  this  quarter  has  been 
once  more  clouded  by  wanton  murders,  vv'hich  fome 
citizens  of  Georgia  are  reprefented  to  have  recently 
perpetrated  on  hunting-parties  of  the  Creeks  ;  which 
have  again  fubjedled  that  frontier  to  difquietude  and 
danger,  which  will  be  productive  of  further  ex- 
penfe,  and  may  occafion  more  effufion  of  blood. 
Meafures  are  purfuing  to  prevent  or  mitigate  the 
ufual  confequences  of  fuch  outrages  ;  and  with  the 
hope  of  their  fucceeding — at  leaft  to  avert  ge- 
neral hoftility. 

A  letter  from  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  announces 
to  me  his  recognition  of  our  treaty  made  with  his 
father,  the  late  Emperor,  and  confequently  the  con- 
tinuance of  peace  with  that  power.  With  peculiar 
fatisfaCiion  1  add,  that  information  has  been  received 
from  an  agent  deputed  on  our  part  to  Algiers,  im- 
porting, that  the  terms  of  a  treaty  with  the  Dey  and 
Kcgcncy  of  that  country  had  been  adjufted  in  fuch 
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a  manner  as  to  authorize  the  expe6lation  of  a  fpeedy 
peace,  and  the  reftorationof  our  unfortunate  fellow- 
citizens  from  a  grievous  captivity. 

The  lateft  advices  from  our  Envoy  at  the  Court  of 
Madrid  give,  moreover,  the  pleating  information, 
that  hs  had  received  afluranccs  of  a  fpeedy  and  fa- 
tisfadtory  conclufion  of  his  negotiation.  While  the 
event,  depending  upon  unjuftified  particulars,  can- 
not be  regarded  as  afcertained,  it  is  agreeable  to 
cherlfh  the  expe6lation  of  an  ifilie,  which,  fecuring 
amicably  very  ellential  interefts  of  the  United  States, 
will  at  the  fame  time  lay  the  tbundation  of  lalting 
harmony  with  a  power  whofe  fricndfhip  we  have 
uniformly  and  fincerely  deiircd  to  cultivate. 

Though  not  before  officially  difclofed  to  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatlves,  you,  Gentlemen,  are  all 
apprized,  that  a  treaty  of  amityy  commerce,  and  na- 
via"ation,  has  been  ncirotiated  with  Great  Britain  ; 
and  that  the  Senate  have  advifed  and  confented  to 
its  ratification,  upon  a  condition,  which  excepts  part 
of  one  article.  Agreeably  thereto,  and  to  the  beft: 
judgment  I  was  able  to  form  of  the  public  intereft, 
after  full  and  mature  deliberation,  1  have  added  my 
iandiion.  The  refult  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic 
Ivlajeity  is  unknown.  When  received,  the  fubje(5l: 
will,  without  delay,  be  placed  before  Congrefs. 

This  interefting  fummary  of  our  affairs,  with  re- 
gard to  the  foreign  powers,  between  whom  and  the 
United  States  controveriies  have  fubiifted ;  and 
with  regard  alio  to  thole  of  our  Indian  neighbours, 
with  whom  we  have  been  in  a  flate  of  enmity  or 
milLinderhanding,  opens  a  wide  field  for  confoiing 
and  gratifying  reflections.  If,  by  prudence  and  mo- 
deration on  every  fide,  the  extinguifhment  of  all  tlie 
caufcs  of  external  difcord,  which  have  heretofore 
menaced  our  tranquillity,  on  terms  compatible  with 
our  national  rights  and  honour,  fhall  be  the  happy 
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relult ;  how  firm  and  how  precious  a  foundation  wili 
have  been  laid  for  accelerating,  maturing,  and  efta- 
blifliing  the  profpcrity  of  our  country  I 

Contemplating  the  internal  litnation,  <is  well  as 
the  external  relations  of  the  United  States,  we  difco- 
ver  equal  caufe  for  contentment  and  fatisfactiori. 
While  many  of  the  nations  of  Europe,  with  their 
American  dependencies,  have  been  involved  in  a 
conteft  unufually  bloody,  exhaufiing,  and  calamitous^ 
in  which  the  evils  of  foreign  war  have  been  aggra- 
vated by  domcftic  convulfion  and  infurrcction  ;  in 
which  many  of  the  arts  mofl:  ufeful  to  fociety  have 
been  expofed  todifcouragemcnt  and  decay  ;  in  which 
fcarcity  of  fubfiflence  has  embittered  other  fufferings 
— while  even  the  anticipation  of  a  return  of  the; 
blcffings  of  peace  and  repofe  is  alloyed  by  the 
fenfe  of  heavy  and  accumulating  burdens,  which 
prefs  upon  all  the  departments  of  indultry,  and 
threaten  to  clog  the  future  fprlngs  of  Government — ^ 
our  favoured  country,  happy  in  a  firiking  contrafl, 
has  enjoyed  a  general  tranquillity  ;  a  tranquillity  the 
more  fatisfadory,  becaufe  maintained  at  the  expenfe 
of  no  dutv.  Faithful  to  ourfelves,  we  have  violated 
no  obligation  to  others.  Our  agriculture,  commerce, 
and  manufactures  profper  beyond  former  example  ; 
the  moleftations  of  our  trade  (to  prevent  a  continu- 
ance of  which,  however,  very  pointed  rcmonitrances 
have  been  made)  being  overbalanced  by  the  aggre- 
gate benefits  which  it  derives  from  a  neutral  polition. 
Our  population  advances  with  a  celerity,  which,  ex- 
ceeding the  mofl  fanguine  calculations,  proportion- 
ally augments  our  flrcngth  and  relburccs,  and  gua- 
rantees our  future  fecurity.  Every  part  of  the  Union 
difplays  indications  of  rapid  and  various  improve- 
n:icnt  :  and  with  burdens  fb  li^ht  as  fcarcelv  to  be 
perceived  ;  with  rctburces  fully  adequate  to  ourpre- 
Icnt  exigencies  ;  with  Governments  founded  on  the 
genuine  principles  of  rational  liberty,  and  with  mild 
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and  wholefome  laws  ;  is  it  too  much  to  fay,  that  oi'ir 
countiy  exhibits  a  fpe6lacle  of  national  happineltj 
never  furpalied,  if  ever  before  equalled  ? 

Placed  in  a  fituation  every  way  aufpicious,  mo- 
tives of  commanding  force  impel  us,  with  lincere 
acknowledgment  to  Heaven,  and  pure  love  to  our 
country,  to  unite  our  efforts  to  preferve,  prolong, 
and  improve  our  immenfe  advantages.  To  co-ope- 
rate with  you  in  this  defirable  work,  is  a  fervent  and 
favourite  wifli  of  my  heart. 

It  is  a  valuable  ingredient  in  the  general  eflimate 
of  our  welfare,  that  the  part  of  our  country  which 
was  lately  the  fcene  of  diforder  and  infurrediion, 
now  enjoys  the  blefhngs  of  quiet  and  order.  The 
mifled  have  abandoned  their  errors,  and  pay  the 
refpedl  to  our  conftitution  and  laws,  which  is  due 
from  good  citizens  to  the  public  authorities  of  the 
fociety.  Thefe  circumftances  have  induced  me  to 
pardon,  generally,  the  offenders  here  referred  to  ; 
and  to  extend  forgivenefs  to  thofe  who  had  been 
adjudged  to  capital  punifhment.  For  though  I  Ihall 
always  think  it  a  facred  duty  to  exercife  with  lirm- 
nefs  and  energy  the  conftitutional  powers  with 
which  I  am  vefled  ;  yet  it  appears  to  me  no  lefs  con- 
liftentwith  the  public  good,  than  it  is  with  my  per- 
fonal  feelings,  to  mingle  in  the  operations  of  Govern- 
ment every  degree  of  moderation  and  tendernefs, 
which  the  national  juftice,  dignity,  andfafety  may 
permit. 

Gentlemen, 

Among  the  obje6^s  which  will  claim  your  attention 
in  the  courfe  of  thefefiion,  a  review  of  our  military 
eftablifhment  is  not  the  leaft  important.  It  is  called 
for  by  the  events  which  have  changed,  and  may  be 
expeded  ilill  further  to  change,  the  relative  fitua- 
tion of  our  frontiers.  In  this  review,  you  will 
doubtlefs  allow  due  weight  to  the  confideration  that. 
the  queflions  between  us  and  certain  foreign  powers 
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are  not  yet  finally  adjulted  ;  that  the  war  in  Europe 
is  not  yet  terminated ;  and  that  our  wellern  polls, 
when  recovered,  will  demand  provilion  for  garrifon- 
m^  and  lecnring  them.  A  ilatement  of  our  prefent 
military  force  will  be  laid  before  you  by  the  depart- 
ment of  war. 

With  the  review  of  ©ur  army  eftablifliment  is  na- 
turally connccled  that  of  the  militia.  It  will  merit 
in([uiry,  what  imperfe^lions  in  the  exifting  plan, 
further  experienee  may  have  unfolded.  'The  fubjedl 
is  of  fo  much  moment  in  my  eltimation,  as  to  excite 
a  conftant  folicitude,  that  the  contidcration  of  it  may 
be  renewed,  till  the  greateft  attainable  perfe6lioii 
fhall  be  accompli flied.  Time  is  wearing  away  fome 
advantages  for  forwarding  the  objecl,  while  none 
better  delervcs  tiie  pcrfevering  attention  of  the  pub- 
lic councils. 

While  we  indulge  the  fatisfa61:ion  which  the  ac- 
tual condition  of  our  wefiern  borders  lb  well  autho- 
rizes, it  is  neccflary  that  we  fliould  not  lofe  fight  of 
an  important  truth,  which  continually  receives  new 
confirmations,  namely,  that  the  provifions  hereto- 
fore made  with  a  view  to  the  protection  of  the  In- 
dians from  the  violences  of  the  lawlels  part  of  our 
frontier  inhabitants  are  infufhcient.  It  is  demon- 
flrated  that  thefe  violences  can  now  be  perpetrated 
with  impunity.  And  it  can  need  no  argument  to 
prove,  that  unlefs  the  murdering  of  Indians  can  be 
rcftraincd,  by  bringing  the  murderers  to  condign 
puniihment,  all  the  exertions  of  the  Government  to 
prevent  dcitrudive  retaliations  by  the  Indians  will 
prove  fruitlels,  and  all  our  prefent  agreeable  pro- 
lpet51s  illufory.  The  frequent  deftruclion  of  innocent 
women  and  children,  who  are  chielly  the  vi61ims  of 
retaliation,  mull  continue  to  fliock  humanity  ;  and 
caufe  an  enormous  expenfe  to  drain  the  treafury 
of  the  Union. 

To 
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To  enforce  upon  the  Indians  the  obfervancc  of 
juftice,  it  is  indifpenfable  that  there  Ihall  be  compe- 
tent means  of  rendering  juflice  to  them.  If  thcfe 
means  can  be  devifed  by  the  wifdom  of  Congreis, 
and  efpecially  if  there  can  be  added  an  adequate  pro- 
vifion  for  fupplying  the  nccclhties  of  the  Indians,  on 
reafonable  terms  (a  meafure,  the  mention  of  which 
I  the  more  readily  repeat,  as  in  all  the  conferences 
with  them  they  urge  it  with  folicitude),  I  fhould  not 
hefitate  to  entertain  a  flrong  hope  of  rendering  our 
tranquillity  permanent.  1  add  with  pleafure,  that 
the  probability  even  of  their  civilization  is  not  di- 
minilhed  bv  the  experiments  wliich  have  been  thus 
far  made,  under  the  aulpices  of  Government.  The 
accomplifhmcnt  of  this  work,  if  practicable,  will 
reflect  undecaying  lufrre  on  our  national  chara(iler, 
qnd  adminiiler  the  moft  grateful  confolations  that 
virtuous  minds  can  know. 

Genthnwi  of  the  Houfe  of  Repre/entatlves, 
The  flate  of  our  revenue,  with  the  fums  which  have 
been  borrowed  and  reimburfed,  purfuant  to  differ- 
ent acts  of  Congrefs,  will  be  lubmitted  trom  the  pro- 
per departments  ;  together  with  an  eflimate  of  the 
appropriations  neceffary  to  be  made  for  the  fervice  of 
the  cnfuing  year. 

Whether  meafures  may  not  be  advifable  to  rein- 
force  the  proviiion  for  the  redemption  of  the  public 
debt,  will  naturally  engage  your  examination.  Con- 
grefs have  demonftrated  tlieir  {cnk  to  be,  and  it. 
were  fupcrfluous  to  repeat  mine,  that  whatfoever 
will  teqd  to  accelerate  the  honourable  extinction  of 
t)ur  public  debt,  accords  as  much  with  the  true  in- 
terelt  of  our  country,  as  whh  the  general  Icnfe  of 
our  conftituents. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  imd 
Houfe  of  Reprefentathcs, 

The  ftatements  which  will  be  laid  before  you  rc- 
Jatiye  to   the  mint,  will  Ihow  the  lituation   of  that 

inftitution  ; 
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inliltution  ;  and  the  necefiity  of  fome  further  legil- 
lative  provifions,  for  carrying  the  bufinefs  of  it  more 
completely  into  €fFe(5l ;  and  for  checking  abufes 
which  appear  to  be  ariting  in  particular  quar- 
ters. 

The  progrefs  In  providing  materials  for  the  fri- 
gates, and  in  building  them  ;  the  flate  of  the  forti- 
fications of  our  harbours  ;  the  mcafures  which  have 
been  purfucd  for  obtaining  proper  lites  for  arfenals, 
and  for  replenilhing  our  magazines  with  military 
ilores  ;  and  the  lieps  which  have  been  taken  towards 
the  execution  of  the  law  for  opening  a  trade  with 
the  Indians;  will  likewile  be  prefented  for  the  in- 
formation of  Congreifs, 

Temperate  dilcufiion  of  the   important  fubje^ls 
which  may  arife  in  the  courfe  of  the  feffion,    and 
mutual  forbearance  where  there  is  a  difference  of 
opinion,  are  too  obvious  and  neceflary  for  the  peace, 
bappinofs,  and  welfare  of  our  country,  to  need  any 
recommendation  of  mine. 
United  States, 
^ih  Dec.  1795. 

Remarks. — The  Prefident's  fituation  was  at  this 
time  almoft  entirely  new.  Never,  till  a  few  months 
preceding  this  Icifion,  had  the  tongue  of  the  molt 
factious  flander  dared  to  make  a  public  attack  on  his 
cbara61:er.  This  was  the  firfl  time  he  had  ever  en- 
tered tlie  walls  of  Congrefs  without  a  fuU  affurance 
of  meeting  a  welcome  from  every  heart.  He  now 
faw,  even  among  thofe,to  whom  he  addrefled  him- 
felf,  numbers  who  were  ready  to  thwart  his  mea~ 
fures,  and  prefcnt  him  the  cup  of  humiliation,  filled 
to  the  brim. 


Dekile- 
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Behte  (in  the  .Sfnate  *)  on  the  Addrefi  to  the  Prefule?it 
m  Arifiver  to  his  Speech, 

Friday,  Der.  1 1. 

The  addrefs   in  anfwer  to  the  Prefident's  fpeccli 
was  taken  up  by  paragraphs. 

The  two  laft  clauks  but  one,  which  are  as  fol- 
lows, were  moved  to  be  ftruck  out  by  Mr.  Mafon: 

"  The  interciting  prolped  of  our  affairs  with  re- 
gard to  the  foreign  powers,  between  whom  and  the 
United  States  controverlics  have  fublilled,  is  not 
more  latisfa6lory  than  the  review  of  our  internal 
iituation  :  if  from  the  former  we  derive  an  expecta- 
tion of  the  extinguilhment  of  all  the  caufes  of  ex- 
ternal difcord  that  have  heretofore  endangered  our 
tranquillity,  and  on  terms  conlillent  with  our  na- 
tional honour  and  fafety,  in  the  latter  we  difcover 
thofe  numerous  and  wide-fpread  tokens  of  profpe- 
rity,  which  in  fo  peculiar  a  manner  dlftinguifli  our 
happy  country. 

"  Circumtlances  thus  every  way  aufpicious  demand 
our  gratitude  and  fincere  acknowledgments  to  Al- 
mighty God,  and  require  that  we  fhould  unite  our 
efforts  in  imitation  of  your  enlightened  example,  to 
eltablilli  and  prelerve  the  peace,  freedom,  and  pro- 
Iperity  of  our  country." 

Mr.  Mason  obferved,  that  he  had  hoped,  nothing 
contained  in  the  addrefs  reported  as  an  anfwer  to  the 
Prefident's  Ipeech,  would  have  been  fuch  as  to  force 
the  Senate  to  precipitate  decilions.  The  two  claufes 
lie  objedled  to  difappointed  him  in  that  hope.  They 
were  calculated  to  bring  again  into  view  the  im- 
portant fubjet^  which  occupied  the  Senate  during^ 
their  June  fcffion.     This  he  conceived  would  an- 


*  When  no  mention  is  made  of  the  Houfe  in  which  the  debate 
has  taken  place,  the  reader  will  pleafe  to  obfervc,  that  it  is  meant 
i>)  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives. 
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Iwer  no  goodpurpofe  ;  the  minority  on  that  occafiort 
were  not  now  to  be  expected  to  recede  from  the 
opinion  they  then  held  ;  and  they  could  not  there- 
fore join  in  the  indiret^H:  felf-approbation  which  the 
majority  appeared  to  wifli  for,  and  which  was  molt 
certainly  involved  in  the  two  clanfes  which  he  hoped 
would  be  fauck  out.     If  his  motion  were  agreed  to^ 
the  remainder  of  the  addrefs  would,  in  his  opinion, 
ftand   unexceptionable.     He   did   not   fee,  for   his 
part,    that  our   fituation  is  every    way   aufpicious. 
Notwithftanding  the  treaty,  our  trade  is  grievoufly 
molefted. 

Mr.  King  obfcrved,  that  the   principal  features 
obfcrvable  in  the  anfwer  reported  to  the  Prefident's 
addrefs,  were,  to   keep  up  that  harmony  of  inter- 
courfe  which  ought  to  fublifl  between  the  Legiflature 
and  the  Pretident,  and  to  exprefs  coniidence  in  the 
undiminifhed  firmncfs  and  love  of  country  which 
always  characterize  our  chief  executive  magiftrate. 
He  objedled  to  ftriking  out  efpccially  the  tirfl  claufe, 
becaufe  founded  on  undeniable  truth.     It  only   de- 
clares, that  our  profpe(5ls,  as  to  our  external   rela- 
tions, are  not   more   latisra(^ory,  than   a  review   of 
our  internal  fituation  v^'ould   prove.     Was   not  this 
reprefentation    true,  he  alked  ;  could  it  be^contro- 
verted  ?  This  claufe,  he  contended,  contained  no- 
thing  rcatbnably  objedtionable ;  it    did  not  fay  as 
much  as  the  fecond,  to  which  only  moft  of  the  ob- 
jeclions  of  the  Member  up  before  him  applied,  an 
anfwer  to  which  he  fnould  defer,  expecting  that  a 
queftion  would  he  put  on  each  in  order. 

The  claufe,  he  laid,  appeared  to  him  drawn  up 
in  fuch  terms  as  could  not  olfcnd  the  nicefi:  feclintrs 
of  the  minority  on  the  important  decilion  in  June  ; 
it  was  particularly  circumfpcct  and  cautious.  If 
liable  to  obje6iion,  it  was  in  not  going  as  far  as  the 
truth  would  warrant. 

SoniQ 
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Some  converfation  took  place  as  to  the  mode  re- 
quired, by  order,  for  putting  the  queftion  ;  whether  it 
fliould  not  be  put  on  each  claufe  leparately,  or  whe- 
ther upon  ftriking  out  both  at  once. 

The  Chair  requeued  th.at  the  motion  ihould  be  re- 
duced to  writing.  Pvlr.  Mafon  accordingly  reduced 
it  to  writing,  and  it  went  to  llrikingout  both  claufes 
at  once. 

Mr.  Mason  agreed  mod  cordially  that  the  litua- 
tlon  of  our  external  relations  was  not  more  a  caufe 
of  joy  than  our  fituation  at  home.  But  the  obvious 
meaning  of  the  claufe  he  conceived  was  an  indiredl 
approval  of  our  fituation  relative  to  external  con- 
cerns ;  and  to  this  he  could  not  give  his  affent,  as 
he  did  not  confider  their  afpe6l  as  profperous  or 
aufpicious. 

Mr.  Butler  faid,  that  when  the  Committee  was 
Appointed  to  dratt  an  anfwer,  he  hoped  they  would 
have  ufed  fuch  general  terms  as  to  have  fecured  aa 
ilnanimous  vote.  He  was  v^^illing  to  give  the  Chief 
Mngiftrate  fuch  an  anfwer,  as  teipecl  to  his  flatioa 
entitled  him  to,  but  not  fuch  a  one  as  would  do 
violence  to  his  regard  for  the  conftitution  and  his 
duty  to  his  conftituents.  He  could  not  approve  of 
long  and  detailed  antwers,  however  unexception- 
able the  fpeech  might  be  in  matter,  and  however 
refpe^able  the  chara61er  might  be  from  v^diom  it 
came.  He  had  hoped;  from  the  peculiar  fituation, 
of  the  country,  and  of  the  Senate,  that  nothing 
would  have  been  brought  forward  in  the  anfwer  on 
the  fiibjed^l  which  agitated  the  June  executive  fcflion, 
calculated  to  wound  the  feelings  of  members.  He 
had  been  difappointed ;  it  was  evident,  that  fome 
members  of  the  Senate  could  not  give  their  vote  in 
favour  of  the  addrefs  in  its  prefent  lliape,  without 
involving  themfdres  in  the  mod  palpable  inconiid- 
«ncy. 

vox-,  ur,  c  Ke 
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He  bad  long  fince,  for  his  own  part,  declared  hlm- 
felf  againft  every  article  of  the  treaty,  becaufe  in  no 
inflance  was  it  bottomed  on  reciprocity,  the  only  ho- 
nourable bails.  After  this  declaration,  how  could 
he,  or  thofe  who  coincided  in  opinion  with  him, 
agree  to  the  prefent  addrels  withonc  involving  them- 
felves  in  the  moft  palpable  inconliJlency  ? 

He  did  not  agree  with  the  Gentleman  of  New- 
York,  in  his  expolition  of  the  meaning  of  the 
claufes  objecled  to.  They  certainly  declare  our 
iituation  as  to  our  external  relations  to  be  favour- 
able. Ourlituation,  as  far  as  it  refpedls  Great  Bri- 
tain, he  contended  was  not  in  the  leaft  ameliorated. 
— Their  depredations  on  our  commerce  have  not 
been  Icfs  frequent  of  late  than  at  any  other  period 
lince  the  beginning  of  her  war  with  France.  Her 
orders  for  the  feizure  of  all  our  veflels  laden  with 
provifions  cannot  turely  be  a  fubjecl  for  congratu- 
lation. When  it  became  authenticated  that  our 
trade  was  relieved  from  tliefe  embarraflments,  then 
he  was  confident  members  of  Senate^  who  were 
with  him  in  fentiment,  would  readily  exprefs  their 
fatisfadlion  at  the  aufpicious  profpe6l  opened  for 
this  country  to  the  enjoyments  of  tranquillity  and 
happinefs.  But  until  that  happy  time  fhould  ar- 
rive, he  could  not  give  his  voice  to  deceive  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States,  remote  from  the 
lources  of  information,  to  hoodwink  them  by  fanc- 
tioning  w  1th  his  vote  a  flatement  unwarranted  by 
truth,  and  prefenting  to  them  a  picture  of  public 
happinefs  not  fanctioned  by  fa6f. 

The  fentence  objected  to,  notwithfrandingthe  ex- 
planation of  the  Gentleman  from  New-York,  appear- 
ed to  him  fo  worded  as  to  lead  the  citizens  at  larcre 
to  believe  that  the  fpoliations  on  our  commerce 
were  drawing  to  a  fortunate  clofe.  This  was  not, 
he  conceived,  warranted  by  the  exifting  flate  of 
things.  Indeed  he  protcfled,  he  knew  no  more  of 
4  the 
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the  a6lual  lituation  of  the  treaty  negotiation,  than 
theremotefl  farmer  in  the  Union  :  could  he  then  de- 
clare, he  alked,  that  it  was  drawing  to  a  happy 
clofc  ?  Indeed,  from  the  latefl  information  received, 
far  from  our  lituation  having  been  ameliorated  by 
the  negotiation  of  our  Executive,  he  conceived  our 
trade  as  much  in  jeopardy  as  ever. 

As  to  the  internal  profperity,  he  owned  there  was 
fome  caufe  for  congratulation  ;  but  even  in  this  his 
conviction  could  not  carry  him  as  far  as  the  claufes 
in  the  addrefs  feeraed  to  go.  In  a  pecuniary  point 
of  view  the  country  had  made  a  vihble  progrefs  ; 
but  he  faw  in  it  no  bails  of  permanent  profperity. 
There  were  no  circumftances  attendant  on  it,  that 
gave  a  fair  hope  that  the  profperity  would  be  per- 
manent. The  chief  caufe  of  our  temporary  pecu- 
niary profperity  is  the  war  in  Europe,  which  occa- 
lions  the  high  prices  our  produce  at  prefent  com- 
mands :  when  that  is  terminated,  thofe  advantage- 
ous prices  will  of  courfe  fall. 

Mr.  Butler  came  now  to  fpeak  of  the  fecond  ob- 
jeClionable  claufe.  He  regretted  whenever  a  quef- 
tion  was  brought  forward  that  involved  perfonality 
jn  the  moft  indirect  manner.  He  wifhed  always  to 
fpeak  to  fubje61s,  unconnected  with  men;  but  the 
wording  of  the  claufe  was  unfortunately  fuch  as  to 
render  allufion  to  official  charaClcr  unavoidable. 
He  objected  principally  to  the  epithet j^n/z  introduced 
in  the  latter  claufe  as  applied  to  the  fupre'me  Execu- 
tive. Why  firmnefs?  he  afked.  To  what?  or  to 
whom  ?  Is  it  the  manly  demand  of  reftitution  made 
of  Great  Britain  for  her  accumulated  injuries,  that 
called  forth  the  praife  ?  For  his  own  part  he  could 
difcern  no  firmnefs  there.  Is  it  for  the  undaunted 
and  energetic  countenance  of  the  caufe  of  France, 
in  her  ftruggle  for  freeing  herfelf  from  defpotic 
fhackles  ?  He  faw  no  firmnefs  difplayed  on  that  oc- 
calion.    Where  then  is  it  to  be  found  ?  Was  it  in 

c  a  the 
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the  oppofition  of  the  minority  of  the  Senate  and 
the  general  voice  of  the  people  againfl  the  treaty 
that  that  fruimfs  was  difplayed  ?  "  If  it  is  that 
*'  finnnefs  in  oppofing  the  will  of  the  people,  which 
"  is  intended  to  be  extolled,  the  vote  fliall  never, 
faid  Mr.  Butler,  '*  leave  the  walls  of  this  Senate 
"  with  my  approbation." 

He  could  not  approve,  he  faid,  of  that  jifnw/^/y  that 
prompted  the  Executive  to  relift  the  unequivocal 
voice  of  his  fellow-citizens  from  New-Hampfliire  to 
Georgia.  He  would  have  applauded  the  firmnefs  of 
the  Prclident,  if,  in  compliance  with  the  unequivocal 
wifh  of  the  people,  he  had  relilted  the  voice  of  the 
majority  of  the  Senate,  and  refufed  his  lignature  to 
the  treaty. 

This  was,  he  underflood  (and  it  fhould  be  men- 
tioned to  the  honour  of  the  Prefident),  his  firfl  in- 
tention— Why  he  changed  it,  time,  he  faid,  mull: 
difclofe. 

.  He  concluded  by  propofing  an  amendment  to  be 
fubitituted  in  lieu  of  the  objectionable  claufes,  fhould 
they  be  frruck  out. 

Mr.  Read  faid,  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  giving 
a  hlent  vote  ;  and  as  many  of  his  conflituents  were 
averfe  to  the  infirument  to  which  he  had  given  his 
aflent,  he  thought  this  a  fit  opportunity  to  lay  ibme- 
thing  on  the  fubje6l. 

Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  had  fpoken  of  their 
feelings  :  did  they  fuppofcj  he  alkcd,  that  thofe 
who  were  in  the  majority  had  not  feelings  ?  i\lfo, 
Gentlemen  declared,  they  would  not  recede  from 
their  former  determinations  ;  did  they  expect  that 
the  majority  would  recede  r 

He  had,  he  faid,  taken  the  qucfiion  of  the  treaty 
in  all  its  afpe6ts,  and  conlidered  it  maturelv  ;  and 
though  he  lamented  that  he  differed  in  opinion  on 
that  fubjcf'^  with  his  colleague,  and  a  portion  of  the 
people  of  his  State,  he  ncverthelcfs  rcaiained  con- 
a  vinced 
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vlnced  tliat  the  ratification  of  it  was  advliable  :  it 
refcLied  the  country  Irom  war  and  its  dcfolating  hor- 
rors. 

After  reading  that  part  of  the  Prclident's  fpeech 
to  which  the  claufes  objeded  to  were  an  echo.,  he 
alked,  whether  any  one  could  fay,  under  the  con- 
vidlion  that  the  meafures  of  Government  had  pre- 
vented a  war,  that  a  view  of  our  foreign  relations 
was  not  confolatory  ?  On  all  hands,  he  obferved, 
the  idea  of  a  war  was  deprecated  ;  both  tides  of  the 
Houfe  wifhed  to  avoid  it  :  then  is  it  not  a  confola- 
tory reficclion  to  all,  that  its  horrors  have  been 
averted  ?  Is  there  a  man,  who  does  not  believe,  that, 
had  the  treaty  not  been  ratified,  we  fhould  have  had 
war  ?  If  the  country  had  been  plunged  into  a  war, 
would  it  be  as  flouriflTing  as  it  is  ?  The  trifling 
vexations  our  commerce  has  fuflained  are  not  to  be 
compared  to  the  evils  of  aflate  of  hoftility.  What 
good  end  could  have  been  anfwered  by  a  war  ? — The 
addrefs,  in  the  part  under  dilcullion,  fays  no  more, 
than  that  we  rejoice  at  the  profpe6l  that  the  bleflings 
of  peace  will  be  preferved  ;  and  does  not  this  ex- 
pectation exift  ? 

Great  Britain,  in  the  plenitude  of  her  power,  had 
availed  herfelf  of  the  rights  (lie  had  under  the  law 
of  nations,  of  feizing  enemies'  goods  in  neutral 
veflels ;  but  has  allowed  comjienfation  to  Ibme 
Americans  ;  and  a  fyftem  of  mild  meafures  on  our 
part  is  the  befl  fecurity  for  further. 

He  adverted  to  that  part  of  Mr.  Butler's  obferva- 
tions,  which  related  to  the  probable  fall  of  provi- 
fions  at  the  peace.  We  ought  not  to  be  grieved  if 
Europe  v/as  rid  of  the  calamities  of  war  at  that 
price.  But  he  contended,  that  from  the  meafures  of 
Adminifiration  permanent  advantages  v^'ere  fecured 
to  this  country.  The  value  of  our  foil  has  been  en- 
Jianced  ;  wealth  has  poured  in  from  various  pj^rts  of 
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Ihc  globe,  and  many  permanent  advantages  are  fe- 
cured. 

There  had  been  one  affertion  made,  which  by  re- 
pptilion  had  by  fome  almoft  been  taken  for  granted, 
but  which  required  proof  to  induce  him  to  believe 
it  ;  and  that  was,  that  a  majority  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  are  oppofed  to  the  treaty.  In  the 
part  of  the  country  he  came  from  he  owned  there 
might  be  a  majority  of  that  opinion,  but  he  believed 
ttie  contrary  of  the  United  States  at  large  :  he  ex- 
prefTcd  a  conviction,  that  when  his  conflituents 
came  to  conlidcr  the  meafure  maturely  they  would 
change  their  opinions  ;  and,  indeed,  underftood 
that  the  falfe  imprefiions  by  which  they  were  at  firft 
actuated  were  already  wearing  otf. 

But  the  Senate  and  Prelident  are  the  conftitutional 
treaty-making  powers.  If  miltaken  in  their  deci- 
lions,  they  cannot  be  accufcd  of  having  been  milled 
by  fudden  and  immature  imprefiions.  He  iViOuld 
conceive  himfelf  unfit  to  fill  a  chair  in  Senate  if  he 
fuffered  him.felf  to  be  carried  away  by  fuch  impref- 
iions. The  people  could  not,  in  their  town  meet- 
ings, deprived  of  proper  information,  poffibly  form 
an  opinion  that  deferved  weight ;  and  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Executive  not  to  be  fhaken  in  their  determi- 
nation by  tumultuous  proceedings  from  without. 
Upon  this  ground  he  much  approved  the  Prelident's 
conduct,  and  thought  it  entitled  to  the  epithet 
Jirm, 

In  local  queftions,  affecTling  none  but  the  interefis 
of  his  conftituents,  he  fliould  attend  to  their  voice; 
but  on  great  national  points  he  did  not  conlider  him- 
felf as  a  reprcfentativc  from  South  Carolina,  but  as 
icnator  for  the  Union.  In  quetrions  of  this  laft 
kind,  even  if  the  wifhes  of  his  conftituents  were 
unequivocally  made  known  to  him,  he  fhould  not 
conceive  himfelf  bound  to  facrifice  his  opinions  to 
theirs. — He  viewed  the  Preiident  as  ilanding  in  this 
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fituatlon  ;  and  though  he  might  hear  the  opinions  of 
the  people  from  every  part  of  the  United  States,  he 
Ihould  not  facrifice  to  them  his  own  convi6tion  :  in 
this  hne  of  condudl  he  has  fhown  \\\s  firmnefs,  and 
deferves  to  be  complimented  for  it  by  the  Senate. 

The  addrefs  reported,  he  faid,  contained  nothing 
that  would  wound  the  feelings  of  any  member.  The 
Senate  would  not,  in  his  opinion,  aft  improperly  if 
they  expreiTed  opinions  in  coincidence  with  their  a6l 
in  June  feffion.  The  feelings  of  the  majority  fhould 
be  as  much  confulted  as  thofe  of  the  minority.  The 
minority  are  not  alked  to  retra(5l ;  but  there  is  a  pro- 
priety in  the  Senate's  going  as  far  in  their  addrefs  as 
thelpeech  went,  though  it  fhould  be  flyled  a  vote  of 
felf-approbation.  He  hoped  the  claufeg  would  not 
be  ilruck  out. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  was  oppofed  to  ftriking  out.  The 
claufe  records  a  fa61:,  and,  if  ftruck  out,  the  Senate 
deny  it.  The  Prelident  afTerts  it ;  in  the  addrefs  re- 
ported, the  Senate  affent :  a  motion  is  made  to  ftrike 
out ;  is  it  becaufe  the  truth  of  it  is  doubted  ?  It  can- 
not be  called  an  unimportant  facV,  therefore  its 
omiffion  will  not  be  imputed  to  overfight.  The 
latter  part  of  the  claufe  expreffes  our  gratitude  to 
Almighty  God.  Will  the  Senate  refute  to  make  an 
acknowledgment  of  that  kind  ?  Do  they  not  admit 
that  he  is  the  iburce  of  all  good,  and  can  they  refute 
to  acknowledge  it  ?  And  if  lb,  is  it  pofiible,  that,  in 
admitting  the  fad,  and  exprcfling  the  fentiment 
which  fo  naturally  flov/s  from  it,  the  Senate  would 
wound  the  feelings  of  any  friend  to  his  country  ? 

The  truth  of  the  fa6t  is  as  clear  as  that  the  fun 
now  fhines ;  the  Icntiment  is  unexceptionable :  he 
therefore  recommended  to  his  friend  the  mover,  not 
to  infift  upon  ftriking  out  merely,  but  that  he  Ihould 
vary  the  motion,  and  propofc  a  hibtlitute. 

To  bring  the  mind  to  the  point  with  precilion,  it 
was  neceflary  to  attend  to  the  wording  of  the  claufe. 

c  4  Hq 
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He  read  it.  As  to  the  fignification  of  that  part 
which  relates  to  our  foreign  concerns,  he  did  not 
confider  it  as  hypothetical,  but  a  poiitive  declara- 
tion of  a  conviction  that  their  fituation  is  fatisfac- 
tory  ;  and  on  that  ground  he  wifhed  to  meet  the 
queftion. 

The  claufe  objected  to,  exprcflcs  an  expectation 
that  thecaufcs  of  external  difagreement  which  have 
unhappily  exilled  will  be  peaceably  done  away.  He 
faid  he  had  that  expectation ;  many  had  it  not. 
Thofe  who  have  it  not  will  negative  the  claufe, 
thole  who  have  it  will  vote  in  its  favour  :  the  refuLt 
will  be  the  fenfe  of  a  majority.  The  Senate  could 
Xiot  be  expected,  more  than  on  other  occafions,  to 
he  unanimous.  If  the  declarations  contained  in 
thofe  claules  are  fupported,  they  will  be  conlidere.d 
as  the  Icnfe  of  the  majority  of  Senate  :  others  may 
difient ;  but  becaul'c  unanimity  could  not  be  obtain- 
ed, it  was  no  reafon  why  the  majority  fhould  give  a 
virtual  negative  to  the  declaration  which  they  con-, 
ceived  founded  on  truth. 

He  examined  in  detail  the  fituation  of  our  ex- 
ternal relations,  to  fhow  the  foundation  on  whiclvhe 
refted  his  expectation  of  a  fatisfa6lory  arrangement 
of  them,  and  of  our  general  profpcrity  in  that  re- 
fpe^l.  With  Morocco  our  treaties  are  renewed. 
With  Algiers  affurances  are  given  by  the  Executive 
that  a  peace  is  not  far  difiant.  With  Spain,  on  the. 
fame  authority  it  is  underftood,  that  our  profpecls 
are  favourable  in  that  quarter.  W'ith  the  hitherto 
holliie  Indians,  a  peace  is  within  reach  ;  and  the 
onlv  quarter  in  which  doubt  can  arife  is  from  Great 
Britain.  But  even  with  rcfpe6l  to  that  nation  hys 
cxpe(n.ation  was,  that  our  dilTcrences  there  would 
terminate  amica]3ly;  and  he  believed  this  to  be  the 
expectation  of  the  Senate,  as  a  colle6live  body. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  then  went  into  the  examination 
of  fome  other  parts  of  the  claufe  objected  to,  and 
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"vindicated  the  propriety  of  the  epithets  enlightened^ 
^rm,  perfevering  ;  and  conckided  by  lamenting  that 
there  exilted  a  diiference  of  opinion  ;  but  hoped 
that  this  would  not  deter  tiie  majority  tVoin  an  ex- 
preffion  of  their  fenfe. 

Mr.  Tazewell  faid,  the  dilcuflion  had  taken  a 
turn  different  from  that  which  he  expedtcd  when  he 
heard  the  motion.  He  underllood  the  motion  at 
the  time  it  was  made,  and  f^ill  fb  underflood  it,  as 
not  intending  to  queftion  the  propriety  of  any  thing 
which  was  contained  in  the  Prelident's  communica- 
tion to  both  Houles  of  Congrefs.  But  from  what 
had  been  faid  (by  Mr.  Read  of  S.  C.),  that  part  of 
the  anfwer  to  the  Prelident's  communications  which 
had  given  rife  to  the  motion,  was  intended  to  have  a 
further  operation  than  he  originally  believed.  He 
afked  Vv'hat  had  given  rile  to  the  pradlice  of  return- 
ing an  anfwer  of  any  kind  to  the  Prelident's  com- 
munications to  Congrefs  in  the  form  of  an  addrefs. 
There  was  nothing,  he  faid,  hi  the  Confiitution,  or 
in  any  of  the  fundamental  rules  of  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment, which  required  that  ceremony  from  either 
branch  of  the  Congrels.  The  practice  was  but  an 
imitation  of  the  ceremonies  ufed  upon  like  occajfions 
in  other  countries,  and  was  neither  required  by  the 
Conftitution,  nor  authorized  by  the  principles  upon 
which  our  Government  was  ereded. — But  having 
obtained,  he  did  not  intend  now  to  difturb  it. — To 
allow  the  utmoft  latitude  to  the  principle  which  had 
t)egotten  the  pra6lice,  it  could  only  tolerate  the  ce- 
remony as  a  compliment  to  the  Chief  Magiftrate. 
It  could  not  be  permitted  to  foreliall  opinions  pre- 
"vious  to  regular  difcuflions,  nor  to  operate  as  a  mean 
of  pledging  members  to  the  purfuit  of  a  particular 
CQurfe,  which  fubiequent  and  more  full  inquiries 
might  fhow  to  be  extremely  improper. 

Every  anfwer,  therefore,  to  the  Prelident's  com- 
^lunications  ought  to  be  drawn  in  terms  extremely 

general. 
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general,  neither  fediicing  the  Prefident  into  a  belief 
that  this  Honfe  would  purlbe  a  general  recommenda- 
tion into  points  not  at  lirlt  contemplated  by  them, 
nor  pledging  themlelves  to  the  world  that  that  il^ate 
of  things  was  jufl  which  time  had  not  permitted  them 
thoroughly  to  examine.  The  claufes  now  under 
conlidcration  had  at  leaft,  in  one  inftance,  deviated 
from  this  principle.  They  declare  to  the  world — 
"  That  the  intereiting  profpe(5l  of  our  affairs  with 
regard  to  the  foreign  powers,  between  whom  and 
the  United  States  controvGrlies  have  fubfifted,  is  not 
more  fatisfaciory  than  the  review  of  our  internal 
fituatron.'*  The  communications  from  the  Prefi- 
dent have  not  uttered  fo  bold  a  fentiment,  nor  is 
there  any  thing  in  thofe  communications  that  juflifies 
the  aflertion  of  this  fad.  Placing  the  treaty  with 
Great  Britain  out  of  the  queltion,  which  feems  to 
have  been  the  uppermoft  confideration  W'hen  this 
Sentence  was  penned,  the  feizure  of  our  provilion 
veflels  lince  the  fignatiirc  of  that  treaty,  and  the  un- 
warrantable imprifonmcnt  of  our  feamen,  are  a6ls 
which  cloud  our  prolperity  and  happinefs.  The 
minds  of  the  Americans  muft  be  brought  to  confi- 
der  thefe  things  as  trivial  incidents  in  our  political 
arfairs,  before  the  fentence  under  confideration  can 
be  approved.  He  faid  he  mull:  therefore  vote  for  the 
motion  to  ftrike  6ut  the  two  claufes  of  the  anfwer,  in 
order  that  Ibme  fit  exprcflions  might  then  be  intro- 
duced to  fncceed  them.  He  hoped  the  anfwer  might 
be  couched  in  terms  juft  and  delicate  towards  the 
Prelident,  without  wounding  the  feelings  of  any  Se- 
nator ;  and  he  believed  both  might  be  done  without 
any  difficulty  after  the  two  claufes  were  ex- 
punged. 

The  motion  for  faiking  out  being  put,  was  ne- 


gati\'ed. 


N0E5<t 


JANUARY,  1796. 


27 


NOES. 

MefTrs.  Bingham, 
Cabot, 
Ellfvvorth, 
Foftcr, 

Frelingliuylen, 
King, 
Latimer, 


Llvermore, 

Marlhall, 

Paine, 

Read,  , 

Rofs, 

Strong, 

Trumbull — 14, 


AYES. 


MefTrs.  Bloodworth, 
Brown, 
Butler, 
Langdon, 


Martin, 
Mafon, 
Robinfon, 
Tazewell — 8, 


After  a  further  attempt  to  amend  the  addrefs, 
againft  which  the  Senate  divided — 15  and  7,  the 
addrefs  was  agreed  to — 14  to  8, 

THE  ADDRESS. 

To  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States, 
Sir, 

It  is  with  peculiar  fatisfac^.ion  that  we  are  inform- 
ed by  your  Speech  to  the  two  Houfes  of  Congrefs, 
that  the  long  and  expenfive  war  in  which  we  have 
been  engaged  with  the  Indians  north-wefi:  of  the 
Ohio,  is  in  a  fituationto  be  finally  terminated  ;  and 
though  we  view  with  concern  the  danger  of  an  in- 
terruption of  the  peace  fo  recently  confirmed  with 
the  Creeks,  we  indulge  the  hope,  that  the  meafures 
that  you  have  adopted  to  prevent  the  fame,  if  fol- 
lowed by  thofe  legiflative  provifions  that  juftic!eand 
humanity  equally  demand,  will  fucceed  in  laying 
the  foundation  of  a  lafling  peace  with  the  Indian 
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tribes    on   the  ibuthcrn  as  well  as  on  the  wefiern 
frontiers. 

The  confirmation  of  our  treaty  with  Morocco, 
and  the  adjuflmcnt  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Al- 
o-iers,  in  confequence  of  which  our  captive  fellow- 
citizens  fhall  be  delivered  from  flavery,  are  events 
that  will  prove  no  lefs  interefting  to  tlie  public  hu- 
manity, than  they  v^'ill  be  important  in  extending 
and  fecuring  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  our 
country. 

As  a  juft  and  equitable  conclufion  of  our  depend- 
ing negotiations  with  Spain  will  effentially  advance 
the  intereft  of  both  nations,  and  thereby  cherilh  and 
confirm  the  good  underllanding  and  friendfhip 
which  we  have  at  all  times  defired  to  maintain,  it 
will  afford  us  real  pleafure  to  receive  an  early  con- 
firmation of  our  expedationson  this  fubjedl, , 

The  interefting  profpe61  of  our  affairs  with  regard 
lo  the  foreign  powers,  between  whom  and  the  United 
States  controverfics  have  fublifted,  is  not  more  latlf- 
faclory  than  the  review  of  our  internal  fit  nation  : 
if  from  the  former  we  derive  an  expectation  of  the 
extinguifhment  of  all  the  caufcs  of  external  difcord, 
that  have  heretofore  endangered  our  tranqnillityj  and 
on  terms  conliftent  whh  our  national  honour  and 
fafety,  in  the  latter  we  difcover  thofe  numerous  and 
\vide-lpread  tokens  of  profperity,  which  in  fo  pecu- 
liar a  manner  diitinguifh  our  happy  country. 

Circumltances  thus  every  way  aufpicious  demand 
©ur  gratitude  and  lincere  acknowledgments  to  Al- 
mighty God,  and  require  that  we  fhould  unite  our 
efforts,  in  imitation  of  your  enlightened,  firm,  and 
perfevering  example,  to  eftablifli  and  preferve  the 
peace,  freedom,  and  profperity  of  our  country. 

The  objecls  which  you  have  recommended  to  the 
notice  of  the  Legiflature,  will  in  the  courle  of  the 
feflion  receive  our  careful  attention  ;  and  with  a  true 
zeal  for  the  public  welfare,  we  fnall  cheerfully  co- 
operate 
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Operate  in  every  meafure  tliat  fhall  appear  to  us  belt 
calculated  to  promote  the  fame. 

John  Adams,   Vice-Prelideiit    of  (he   Uiiitfd 
States,  and  Prelident  of  the  Senate:;. 
Dec.  12,   1795. 

Tq  which  the  Prefuknt  was  fleafed  to  viake  the  foU 

lowing  Reply . 

Gentlemen", 

With  real  pleafure  I  receive  your  addrefs,  rccog- 
niting  the  profperous  fituationof  our  public  affairs, 
and  giving  aifurances  of  your  careful  attention  to 
the  objects  demanding  legillative  consideration  ;  and 
that,  with  £  true  zeal  for  the  public  welfare,  you  will 
cheerfully  co-operate  in  every  meafure  which  flialf 
appear  to  you  befh  calculated  to  promote  the  lame. 

But  I  derive  peculiar  fatisfa^tion  from  your  con- 
currence with  me  in  the  expreffions  of  gratitude  10$ 
Almighty  God,  which  a  review  of  the  aufpicious 
circumllances  that  difiinguilli  our  happy  country 
has  excited;  and  I  truft  that  the  finoeritv  of  au.r 
acknowledg-ments  will  be  evidenced  bv  a  union  of 
efforts  to  eftabJifh  and  preferve  its  peace,  freedom, 
and  profperity*  G.  Washikgton. 

Debate  on   the  Manner  of  frefenthig    the  Addrefs  m. 
Anfwer  to  the  Prefi dent's  Speech, 

Wednesday,  gth  Decemheri    "i-l^S' 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  went  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  the  fpeech  of  the 
Prefident,  Mr.  Muhlenberg  in  tlie  chair.  The 
Clerk  then  read  the  fpeech. 

Mr.  Vans  Mltrray  fyl/jr>'/rw<:/j  next  moved  that 
a  Committee  fhould  be  appointed  to  draw  up  a  re- 
fpedtful  addrefs  in  anfwer  to  the  fpeech.  The  reib- 
lutiou  was  in  thefc  words  : 

''  Rcfolvcd, 
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"  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, that  a  refpeclful  addrefs  ought  to  be  pre- 
fented  by  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  to  the  Pre- 
lident  of  the  United  States,  in  anfwer  to  his  fpeech 
to  both  Houfes  of  Congrefs,  at  the  commencement 
of  this  feffion,  containing  aflurances,  that  this 
Houfe  will  take  into  confideration  the  various  and 
important  matters  recommended  to  their  atten- 
tion." 

Mr.  Sedgwick  (Majfachifetts)  feconded  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Parker  {Virginia)  offered  an  amendment, 
which  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Macon  (iV.  C). 

The  fubftance  of  this  amendment  was  to  flrike 
out  all  that  part  of  the  refolution  which  goes  before 
the  word  ajfurances ;  in  place  of  which  Mr.  Parker 
propofed  to  appoint  a  Committee,  who  fhould  per- 
ibnally  wait  on  the  Prelident,  and  alfure  him  of  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe,  &c.  and  concluding  as 
above.  Air.  Parker  had  the  higheft  refpe<St  for  the 
Prefident ;  but  he  had  always  difapproved  of  this 
practice  of  making  out  addreifes  in  aniwer  to  thefe 
fpeeches,  and  of  the  Houfe  leaving  their  buiinefs  to 
go  in  a  body  to  prefent  them.  Laft  feffion  the  framing 
of  this  addrefs  had  coft  very  long  debates,  and  pro- 
duced very  great  irritation.  Some  of  the  moft  dif- 
agreeable  things  that  happened  during  the  feffion, 
occurred  in  thefe  debates.  He  wiffied  unanimity, 
and  the  difpatch  of  buiinefs,  and  fo  could  not  con- 
fent  that  any  addrefs  ffiould  be  drawn  up,  as  he  pre- 
ferred ending  the  affair  at  orice  by  fending  a  Com- 
mittee witli  a  verbal  anfwer. 

Mr.  Murray  replied,  that  the  practice  of  draw- 
ing up  fuch  an  addrefs  was  coeval  with  the  conftitu- 
tion.  It  was  coniiftent  with  good  fenfe,  and  he  did 
not  fee  that  any  arguments  had  been  employed  by 
the  Gentlemen  who  fpoke  laft  againft  it.  It  was 
true  that  the  Houfe  might  fend  a  verbal  anfwer^  and 

it 
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it  was  likewlfe  true  that  the  Prefident  might  have 
fent  them  his  fpeech  by  his  Secretary,  without 
coming  near  them  at  all.  He  had  come  to  Congrefs, 
and  Mr.  Murray  could  perceive  no  impropriety  in 
Congrefs  returning  the  compliment  by  waiting  on 

him. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  amendment  pro- 
poled  by  Mr.  Parker.     Eighteen  members  rofe   in 
lupport  of  it  ;  fo  it  was  lofl.     The  Committee  then 
agreed  to  the  refolution,  as  offered  by  Mr.  Murray. 
They  rofe,  and   the   Chairman  reported   progrefs. 
The  refolution  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe.     Tlie 
nextqueflion  v^'as,  of  hovv^  many  members  the  felevSl 
Committee  Ihoukl  confift,  that  were  to  be  employed 
in  framing  a  draft  of  the  addrefs.     The  different 
numbers  o^five  and  three  were  propofed.     A  diviiion 
took  place  on  the  former  motion,  when  only  thirty- 
one  gentlemen  role  in  its  favour.     The  motion  for  a 
Committee  of  three  members  to  report  an  addrefs 
was  of  courfe  carried.     Mr.  Madifon,  Mr.  Sedg- 
wick, and  Mr.  Sitgreaves,  were  appointed. 

Remarks. — Here  vv'as  a  diie^l  attempt  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Parker  to  fet  alide  a  refpe61ful  cuftom,  which 
was  coeval  with  the  operation  of  the  Conftitution  of 
the  United  States.  One  would  imagine  that  this  in- 
ftrumentwas  grown  out  of  favour  with  the  Member 
from  Virginia  ;  but  we  fliall  be  lets  furprifed  at  this, 
when  we  come,  by  and  by,  to  fee  the  inftruc^lionsi 
of  his  State  to  its  Senators  in  Congrefs, 

Debate  on  the  Addrefs  in  Arifwer  to  the  Speech, 

Tuesday,  iph  Decemler,  I'^i^^. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  report 
of  the  fele6l  Committee  of  an  addrefs  in  anfvv^er  to 
the  Prefident's  fpeech. 

The  following  paragraph  gave  rife  to  fome  difcuf- 
fion : 

"  Contem- 
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"  Contemplating  \.h^\ prohahly  7ineq2ialled  fpe^actiJ 
of  national  liappineis  which  oin'  country  exhibits  ill 
the  intereliin^;  fummary  which  you,  Sir,  have  been, 
pleated  to  make,  in  jultirc  to  our  own  feelings,  per- 
mit us  to  add  the  benefits  which  are  derived  from 
your  prciiding  in  our  councils,  refuUing  as  well  front 
the  UNDIMINISHED  confidence  of  your  fellow -cttizeris, 
as  from  your  zealous  and  fuccejsful  labours  in  their  fer" 


"jice^ 


Mr.  Parker  (Virginia)  moved  to  ftrike  out  the 
ysoxdk'&  frohahly  unequalled  i  which  Vv as  carried,  43 
againfl  39. 

He  then  moved  to  ftrike  out  from  the  word  refult- 
ing  to  the  end  of  the  paragraph. 

Mr.  Murray  (who,  as  the  Cliairman,  was  about 
to  put  the  quefiion  on  Mr.  Parker's  motion)  faid,  that 
he  could  not,  in  jufticetothe  opinions  of  his  conftitu- 
ents,  Sec.  of  the  State  of  Maryland  at  large,  givg^  it 
lilent  vote.  Fie  would  flate  to  the  Committee  a  re- 
cent fact  that  warranted  him  in  declaring  that  the 
Prelident  pofleifed,  in  the  ampleft  manner,  the 
roiifidencc  of  the  citizens  of  Maryland.  The  Le- 
giflature  of  that  State,  probably  forefeeing  the  efforts 
of  certain  perfons  to  diminifh  the  confidence  of  the 
public  in  the  Chief  Magiltrate,  liad  paffed  a  refolu- 
tion  which  appears  to  have  been  unanimous,  by 
which  they  declare  to  the  world  the  molr  perfedl  con- 
fidence in  the  Prefidcnt. 

This  lacSV,  though  known  certainly  to  many, 
might  not  be  known  to  all  prefent ;  and  as  in  this 
folemn  teftimony  of  approbation  and  confidence  he 
totally  coincided,  he  could  neither  be  entirely  filent 
when  a  queltion  like  tiiis  implies  the  contrary  fenti- 
ment,  nor  withhold  from  Gentlemen  a  great  fad  fo 
recently  difplaying  the  undiminiihcd  confidence  of 
the  State  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  Giles  (Virginia')  hoped  that  the  latter 
amend iiicnt  would  not  take  any  dilagrceable  turn. 

He 
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tic  was  not  prepared  to  go  at  length  Into  the  pro- 
pofitions.  He  did  not  think  it  inconfiftcnt  with  all 
due  refpedl  for  the  Prefident  to  fhorten  this  claufe. 

A  Member  propofed  to  reftri6t  tliis  amendra)bnt  to 
merely  Itriking  out  the  word  undhnhujhed. 

Mr.  Harper  (S.  Carolina)  thought  the  P^fident 
as  wife,  as  honelt,  and  faithful  a  public  fervant  as 
poffibly  could  be.  He  was  not  prepared  to  fay  that 
the  Prefident  was  as  popular  as  he  formerly  has 
been,  but  there  is  no  doubt  of  his  being  reinftated 
in  the  confidence  of  the  public.  Mr.  Harper  was 
confident  that  four  fifths  of  us  liill  trufl  in  him. 
But  Mr.  Harper  thought  that  objedlions  mi,2;ht  be 
made  to  the  claufe  as  it  now  ftands  ;  and  he  defigiied, 
when  the  prefent  queftion  had  been  difcuffed,  to 
move  an   amendment. 

Mr.  Parker  informed  the  Houfe,  that,  with  much 
^efpe(5l  for  the  Prefident,  his  confidence  had  diwi- 
nljhed.  He  agreed  to  limit  the  amendment  to  firik- 
ing  out  the  word  undminijhed,  in  the  claufe  above 
quoted. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  (Majfachufctts)  obferved,  that  it 
had  now,  in  confequence  of  the  motion  for  flriking  out 
the  word  imdimini/hed,  become  a  quefiion  of  fact,  whe- 
ther our  own  and  our  conftituents'  confidence  in  the 
Prefident  was,  or  was  not,  diminifhed  ?  To  fuppofe 
the  former,  in  his  opinion,  was  unfupported  by 
fadts,  was  difgraceful  to  our  conftitnents,  and  mufl, 
in  the  end,  prove  baneful  to  that  fyliem  of  govern- 
ment which  we  were  attempting  to  adminifter. 

That,  fo  far  as  he  was  acquainted  with  the  a6lual 
difpofition  of  the  people  of  that  part  of  the  country 
where  alone  he  could  have  obtained  competent 
knowledge,  he  was  as  certain  as  he  could  be  of  any- 
public  fentiments,  that  coniidence  in  the  Prefident, 
fo  tarfrom  being  diminifhed  by  the  artifices  which  had 
been  made  ufe  of  on  the  contrary,  had  been  increafed ; 
and  he  felt  perfe(5tly  fure,  that  at  no  antecedent  pe- 

voL.  Ill,  ©  rioci 
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riod  had  the  tide  of  popular  affc6\ion  fet  fo  flrongly 
towards  him  as  at  the  prelent  moment. 

Thai  this  part  of  the  addrels  expreffed  our  own  and 

'  our  confiituents'  undiminithed  confidence  in  the  Pre- 
fident,  and  an  acknowledgment  of  his  zeaU)us  and 
(uccclVful  labours  in  the  pubUc  fei'vice.  That  he 
had  approved  of  this  part  of  the  addrels,  as  a  member 
of  the  ihleS.  Committee  ;  and  on  reviewing,  fince, 
the  fubjcct,  he  had  found  no  caufe  toreje(5l  the  opi- 
nion  which   he  had   then    formed.       He  did  be- 

^  )ieve,  and  he  loved  to  believe,  becaufe  it  was  ho- 
nourable to  his  conltitucnts,  that  the  late  efforts 
wliicJi  had  been  made,  had,  iiifiead  of  diminifhing, 
increafed  the  public  contidence.  That  a  late  mea- 
llire  of  the  Executive  had  indeed  provided  a  fit  occa- 
fion  for  a  difclofure  of  enmities  which  prudence  and    , 

■  policy  had  heretofore  concealed,  hut  had  not  fliaken 
the  well-founded  reliance  of  the  public  on  the  wil- 
dom  and  integrity  of  (he  Prclldent.  To  fuppole  an 
abatement  of  confidence,  in  his  opinion,  was  to 
fbppofe  in  the  people  a  want  of  a  due  fenfe  of  grati- 
tude for  the  diltinguifhed  blelhngs  which  thev  en- 
joyed ;  it  was  to  luppofe  a  balVnefs  of difpolition  uu- 

■  worthy  of  their  former  conduct,  unworthy  of  free- 
men. *'  Who,"  he  alked,  "  of  a  candid  mind, 
•imd  fair  and  iionourable  lentiments,  can  take  a  re- 
view of  the  glorious  condu(5t  of  our  Chief  during  the 

■  «onflicl  of  the  revolution  ;  his  zealous  and  fucccfi- 
I'lil  labours  for  tlie  public  good  ;  his  bravery,  mo- 
deration, and  humanity  :  who  can  follow  him  to 
the  place  of  his  happy  retirement,  and  there  again 
befiold  him[covered  with  glory,  attended  by  the  gra- 
titude and  nfrc(^ion  of  iiis  fellow-citizens,  and  tiie 
applaufes  of  tlie  world;  who  can  fee  him  again  if- 
fuing,  at  the  call  of  his  countrymen,  from  this  retire- 
nvnt,  and  putting  at  hazard,  for  their  benefit,  th» 
mighty  mats  of  reputation  which  he  had  colleded, 
U-.Tt  hr,n  reward  of  virtuous  minds ;  who  can  review 

the 
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the  fitaation  of  this  country  for  the  fix  years  of  his 
adminirtration,  the  dangers  to  which  we  have  been 
expofed,  and  the  happy  efcapes  we  have  experienced, 
effected  by  his  prudence,  faojacity,  and  iirmnefs  ; 
who  can  review  the  condudl  of  the  Prefident  in  thefe 
interelling  fcenes  but  with  a  heart  filled  witli  grati- 
tude, affe6lion,  and  confidence  ?" 

No  man,  he  hoped,  in  his  heart ;  no  man,  he  be- 
lieved, would,  confillently  with  a  due  regard  to  his 
own  reputation,  deny  to  the  Prefident  his  juft-  claims 
of  merit.  No  man  could,  without  difgracing  his 
confiituents,  deny  their  participation  in  this  lenti- 
ment.  It  only  remained  then  to  be  inquired,  whe- 
ther thele  jufi  feelings  of  their  and  our  hearts  ought, 
under  the  exifting  circumiiances,  to  be  publifhed 
to  the  world.  He  held  this  declaration  to  be,  at 
this  moment,  an  indifpenfabte  obligation  due  from 
the  reprefentatives  o(  the  people,  from  a  regard  to 
themfelves,  their  confiituents,  and  the  permanent  and 
beneficial  exifience  of  the  Government  which  they 
had  chofcn. 

Although  the  Prefident  had  twice  been  called  by 
the  unanimous  and  unfolicited  voice  of  his  country- 
men, to  prelide  in  their  Government ;  though,  to 
comply  with  their  wifiies,  he  had  facrificed  more 
than  any  other  man  could  have  done  ;  and  although 
the  only  reward  he  fought,  or  would  accept,  was 
their  approbation,  yet  licentious  and  turbulent 
prefixes  had  teemed  with  fi:andalous  and  infamous 
abufe.  What  fentiments  by  thefe  caufes  might  ba 
produced  in  his  mind,  whether  pity,  contempt,  or 
indignation,  of  a  mixture  of  them  all,  he  could  not 
determine  ;  nor  was  it  necefi"ary  to  inquire  further, 
to  determine  whether  we  fhould  attempt  to  defeat 
their  effects.  In  no  manner  could  this  be  done  fo 
effectually  as  by  declaring  our  own  and  pur  confii- 
tuents' confidence  in  hiro. 

«  a  The 
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The  Prcfident  had  told  the  Lefiillature  that  it  was 

o 

the  favourite  with  of  his  heart  to  unite  with  us  in 
our  efforts  to  prclerve,  prolong,  and  improve  our 
immenfc  advantages.  Did  we  believe  this  deela- 
ration  ?  Why  then  fhould  we  not  unite  in  counter- 
ailing  the  rajlignant  efforts  of  ledition,  by  publifh- 
.ing  the  fentiment,  at  once  juft  to  him,  and  honour- 
able to  ourfelves  ? 

The  efforts  which  had  been  made  to  depreciate 
the  charader  of  that  firfl  of  men  and  of  patriots,  in- 
ftead  of  producing  the  nefarious  effeil,  he  be- 
lieved in  his  confcience  had  incrcafed,  as  it  ought, 
the  public  confluence  and  regard.  Thus  feeling 
and  believing,  he  wifhed  to  refcuc  our  country  from 
the  imputation  of  bafcncfs  and  ingratitude,  which 
otherwife  it  would  appear  to  merit. 

But  it  Vvas  laid  that  an  expreffion  of  confidence  at 
this  time,  might  be  conftrued  into  a  declaration  of 
approbation  of  a  late  meafure  of  the  Executive,  and 
preclude  the  riglit  of  examining  that  meafure  accord- 
ing to  its  merit,  whenever  it  lliould  be  laid  before 
the  Lcgiflature.  To  this  he  anfwered,  that,  for 
himfelf,  he  had  no  Inch  intention  ;  and  he  believed 
it  incapable  of  fuch  a  conliru^Stion.  Confidence  did 
not  imply  an  approbation  of  every  part  of  the  offi- 
cer's conduit  to  whom  it  belonged  ;  it  did  not  ex- 
clude the  idea  of  fallibility  ;  but  it  only  implied  an 
approbation  of  the  general  tenour  of  his  condutf . 

Jf,  when  the  firft  ofhcer  of  our  Government  v/as 
■thus  attacked,  he  vvas  left  to  be  overwhelmed  by  a 
torrent  of  abufe,  without  the  countenance  and  fup- 
port  of  his  conftituents  or  their  rcprelentativcs  ; 
what  man,  he  aiked,  who  had  talents  to  be  ufeful, 
reputation  to  lofe,  or  feelings  to  be  wounded,  would 
put  all  at  hazard  to  ferve  an  ungrateful  country  ? 
What  would  fuch  mean  andbafe  defertion  produce, 
but  to  make  the  firlt  ofHces  of  our  Government 

polls 
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pofls  to  which  merit  would  be  uncongenial  ?  what 
but  to  provide  vacancies  to  be  filled  by  harpies  who 
would  prey  on  the  vitals  of  the  Republic  ? 

There  was  another  circumftance  which  prcfTed 
itfelf  on  his  reflexions  on  this  occafion.  It  was  the 
chara6ler — the  juft  character  which  the  Prcfident 
poflefles  throughout  the  civilized  world.  What 
would  it  be  to  rejedl  this  part  of  the  addrefs,  but  to 
juftify  thofe,  he  hoped  unfounded,  afperfions  which 
had  been  made  on  republican  governments  ?  what 
but  to  verify  thole  malign  predictions  which  had 
been  pointed  at  ourfyltem  ? 

Thus  had  he  expofed  to  the  Committee,  as  con- 
cifely  as  he  could,  his  own  views  of  this  important 
fubjedl.  He  would  only  add,  that,  when  the  Prefi- 
dent  entered  firft  on  the  execution  of  the  important 
duties  of  his  ofhce,  the  man  who  would  have  dared 
to  prcdi6l  that  the  prefent  queftion  would,  at  this 
time,  have  become  a  fubjedt  of  debate,  would  have 
•been  conlidercd  as  predidling  the  infamy  of  his 
country. 

Mr.  Livingston  faid  there  were  many  wdiofe 
confidence  was  impaired  by  a  late  tranfaclion.  He 
could  not  therefore  confent  to  the  exprelfion  in  the 
draft  of  the  addrefs.  Mr.  Sedgwick  had  laid  that 
confenting  to  ftrike  out  the  word  undimmijlied,  would 
be  telling  the  world  that  our  confidence  adually  is 
diminiflied;  and  the  Member  from  Maflachufetts 
adds,  that  the  Houfe  are  now  brought  into  a  diftreir- 
ing  dilemma.  If  there  is  a  difirefs  in  the  cafe,  it 
originates  with  this  Member  himfelf,  as  one  of  the 
Committee  who  brought  in  this  draft  of  an  addrefs. 
He  moved,  to  prevent  any  unconciliating  debates, 
that  the  addrefs  might  be  recommitted.  The  motion 
was  feconded  by  Mr.  Sedgwick.  The  Committee 
jrofe,  and  the  refolution  for  recommitting  pnfied. 
It  v>as  then  moved  that  two  members  Ihould  be 

p  3  added 


38  POLITICAL  CENSOR,   No.  L 

added  to  the  Commiltee  on  drafting  the  addrefs, 
Mr.  Tracy  confidered  the  prcfcnt  number  as  fufFicU 
ent.     Mr.  Freeman  and  Mr.  Baldwin  were  added. 

Wednesday,   16th  December,   1795. 

The  fele6l  Committee  reported  the  following  ad- 
drefs  to  the  Prelidcnt,  in  anfwcr  to  his  fpeech  to  both 
Houics  of  Congrefs,  which  was  unanimoufly  agreed 
to: 

To  the  Frejident  of  the  United  3tates, 

Sir, 
As  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  we  cannot  but  participate  with  the  ftrongeft 
fcniibility  of  every  blelling  which  they  enjoy,  and 
cheerfully  join  with  you  in  profound  gratitude  to  the 
Author  of  all  good,  for  the  numerous  and  extraor- 
dinary blcflings  which  he  has  conferred  on  our  t"a* 
voured  country. 

A  final  and  formal  termination  of  the  diflreffing 
war  which  has  ravaged  our  north- well ern  frontier, 
will  be  an  event  which  mult  afiord  a  fatisfa6lion 
proportioned  to  the  anxiety  with  which  it  has  long 
been  fought ;  and  in  the  adjuftment  of  the  terms, 
we  perceive  the  true  policy  of  making  them  fatisfac- 
tory  to  the  Indians  as  well  as  to  the  United  States, 
as  the  bed  balisof  a  durable  tranquillity.  The  dil'- 
polition  of  luch  of  the  fouthern  tribes  as  had  alfo 
heretofore  annoyed  our  frontier,  is  another  profpedt 
in  our  iituation  lb  important  to  the  interelt  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  tiie  United  States,  that  it  is  much  to  be  la- 
mented, that  any  clouds  iTiould  be  throv^-n  over  it, 
more  efpecially  by  excclTes  on  the  part  of  our  own 
citizens. 

While  our  population  is  advancing  with  a  celerity 
which  exceeds  the  molt  fanguine  calculations — 
while  every  ]iart  of  thd  United  States  difplays  indica- 
tions of  rapid  and  various  improvement — while  we 

are 
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are  in  the  enjoyment  of  protetSl ion  and  fecurity,  by 
mild  and  wholclbme  laws,  adminiflered  by  govern- 
ments founded  on  the  genuine  principles  of  rational 
liberty,  a  fecure  foundation  will  be  laid  for  accelerat- 
ing, maturing,  and  eflablifhing  the  profperlty  of  our 
country;  if,  by  treaty  and  amicable  negotiation, 
all  thofe  caufes  of  external  difcord,  which  heretofore 
menaced  our  tranquillity,  fhall  be  extinguifhed,  on 
terms  compatible  with  our  national  rights  and  ho- 
nour, and  with  our  conftitution  and  great  commer- 
cial interefts. 

Among  the  various  circumftances  in  our  internal 
Jfituation,  none  can  be  viewed  with  more  fatisf;i6lion 
and  exultation  than  that  the  late  fcene  of  dilbrder 
and  infurredion  has  been  completely  reflored  to  the 
enjoyment  of  order  and  repole.  Such  a  triumph  of 
reafon  and  of  law  is  worthy  of  the  free  Government 
under  which  it  happened,  and  was  jullly  to  be  hoped 
from  the  enlightened  and  patriotic  fpirit  which  per- 
vades and  actuates  the  people  of  the  United 
Stales. 

In  contemplating  that  fpeclacle  of  national  hnppl- 
nefs  which  our  country  exhibits,  and  of  wliicli  you, 
Sir,  have  been  pleated  to  make  an  interelting  liim- 
mary,  permit  us  to  acknowledge  and  declare  the 
very  great  fliare  which  your  zealous  and  faithful  ler- 
vices  have  contributed  to  it,  and  to  exprefs  the  af- 
fedlionate  attaeliment  which  we  feel  for  your  cha- 
racter. 

The  feveral  interefting  fubje(51:s  which  you  recom- 
mend to  our  coniidcration,  will  receive  every  degree 
of  attention  which  is  due  to  them  :  and  whiUrwc 
feel  the  obhgation  of  temperance  and  mutual  indul- 
gence in  all  our  difcuflions,  we  trad  and  pray,  that 
the  refult  to  the  happinels  and  welfare  of  our  coun- 
try may  correfpond  with  the  pure  aifcclion  we 
i)car  to  it. 

r>  4  Thursday^ 
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Thursday,   17//;  Decemhc",  1795- 

I'he  Speaker,  attended  by  the  Houle,  waited  o\\ 
the  Prelident  with  the  addrefs,  to  which  they  re- 
ceived the  following  reply  : 

Gentlemen, 

Goraing,  as  you  do,  from  all  parts  of  the  United 
States,  I  receive  great  fatisfa(5lion  from  the  concur- 
rence of  your  teftimony  in  thejiiftnefs  of  the  inter- 
jsfling  furamary  of  our  national  happinefs,  which,  as 
the  refuU  of  my  inquiries,  1  prefented  to  your  view. 
The  fentiments  we  have  mutually  exprefled  of  pro- 
found gratitude  to  the  Source  of  thofc  numerous 
bleffings,  the  Author  of  all  good,  are  pledges  of 
our  obligations  to  unite  our  lincere  and  zealous  en- 
deavours, as  the  inftruments  of  Divine  Providence, 
to  preferve  and  perpetuate  them. 

Accept,  Gentlemen,  my  thanks  for  your  declara- 
tion, that  to  my  agency  you  afcribe  the  enjoyment 
of  a  great  fhare  of  thefe  benefits.  So  far  as  my  fer- 
vices  contribute  to  the  happinefs  of  my  country,  the 
acknowledgment  thereof,  by  my  fellow-citizens,  and 
their  afFecSlionate  attachment^  will  ever  prove  an 
abundant  reward. 

Remarks. — -Thus  ended  this  part  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  a  manner  which,  perhaps,  refie6ts  but  little 
honour  on  the  Hpufe  of  Reprefentativcs. 

The  fentiment  contained  in  the  propofed  addrefs, 
expreifing  an  undlmin'iJJied  confidence  in  the  Prefi- 
dent,  teemed  the  moft  proper  that  any  combination 
of  words  could  convey  ;  and  particularly  on  the  pre- 
lent  occafion.  The  meafures  of  the  Chief  Magif- 
trate  had  been  moft  violently  oppofed  ;  he  had  been 
all  but  menaced,  in  order  to  deter  him  from  the  ex- 
ercilc  of  powers  vcfled  in  him  by  the  Confiitution  ; 
his  motives   had  been  disfigured,  and  his  charader 

reviled = 
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reviled.  This  was  to  be  expected  from  the  leaders  of 
a  fadion  averfe  to  his  adminiltration,  and  even  to  the 
Government,  and  from  thole  among  the  people  whom 
they  had  been  able  to  miflead.  But,  were  the  de- 
clarations of  thefe  turbulent  demagogues;  were  the  li- 
centious alperhons  and  abominable  falfchoods  of  that 
fiired  tribe,  to  be  feconded  by  the  Legiflators  of  the 
Union  ?  On  this  addrels  the  malcontents  had  fixed 
their  eyes  :  from  it  they  expeded  encouragement  or 
reproof.  To  be  filent  was  to  encourage.  Tiie  Re- 
prelentatives  knew  that  the  feelings  of  the  Prefident 
had  been  deeply  wounded,  and  it  was  their  place  to 
adminitler  the  healing  balm.  To  this  efFe(5f,  and 
at  once  to  lilence  the  hydra  of  fa6lion,  nothing  was 
fo  well  calculated  as  a  firm  and  explicit  declaration, 
that  their  confidence  was  undlmimjhed. 

However,  had  not  the  word  undiin'mijhed  been  in- 
troduced into  the  propofed  addrefs,  the  omillion  of 
that  epithet  would  have  been  of  lefs  confequence ; 
but,  when  once  propofed  to  expunge  it  by  a  vote 
of  the  Houfe,  was  to  declare  to  the  whole  Union,  and 
even  to  the  whole  world,  that  the  Prefident  had  loji 
the  confidence  ofhisfeUozv-citizeViS  ;  a  declaration  that, 
in  fome  countries,  precedes  a  difmiffion  from  office, 
downfal,  and  difgrace ! 

Mr.  Parker,  who  made  the  motion  for  tlriking  out 
the  W'Ord  iindirn'mijhed,  tells  us  plainly  that,  "  with 
much  refpe^  for  the  Prefident,  his  confidence  was  d'l- 
7ninljhed%'  and  thus,  in  this  Ihort  fentence,  advances 
the  mofl  palpable  inconfiftency  that  ever  fell  from 
the  lips  of  mortal  man.  His  confidence  diminifhes, 
while  his  rerpe6l  remains  undiminiflied  !  Unlefs, 
indeed,  we  are  to  imagine  that  his  retpedf  was  in  a 
confumption  as  well  as  his  confidence.  Such  a  pa- 
radoxical avowal  might  fliine  in  the  lunatic  reveries 
of  a  Rouffeau ;  but  is  little  congenial  with  the  fo- 
briety  of  a  legiflative  debate. 

I  Thefe 
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Thefe  obfervations  are  far  from  being  inapplicable 
to  the  addrefs  finally  agreed  on  by  the  Hoiife.  On 
the  i6lh  of  December  they  **  acknowledge  and  dc- 
**  clare,  that  the  zealous  and.  faithful fer^\iccs  of  tiie 
*•  Prefident  have  had  a  very  great  fliare  in  contribut- 
*'  ing  to  the  happinefs  of  the  country ;  and  exprefs  tlie 
*'  iiffcttmiate  atiachneni  they  feel  for  his  characlcr," 
when,  but  the  very  day  before,  they  had  determined 
that  their  confidence  in  him  was  diminifhed  !  If  they 
were  perfuaded  that  his  zeal  and  faithful  fervices 
had  fo  eminently  contributed  to  the  happinefs  of  the 
country,  what  reafon  had  they  to  declare  that  their 
confidence  was  diminiflied  ?  And,  if  their  confi- 
dence was  diminifhed,  how  could  his  chara6fer  de- 
ferve  their  affectionate  attachment  ?  There  is  no 
medium  here :  confidence  in  a  public  man  is  like 
virtue  in  a  woman  ;  as  long  as  it  exifts  at  all  it  mufJ: 
be  imimpaired.     It  is  entire,  or  it  is  ro  more. 

There  is  no  telling  what  may  be  the  effecf  of  thefe 
proceedings  ;  but  certain  it  is,  it  will  i.ot  be  the 
fault  of  Mr.  Parker  and  thofe  who  lided  with  him 
on  this  occalion,  if  General  Wafhington,  or  any 
other  man  who  has  a  reputation  to  lofe,  fhould  again 
be  feen  at  the  head  of  Government*.  The  three 
branches  fliould  be  checks  on  each  other,  it  is  true; 
but  if  they  are  not  alfo  mutual  fupporls,  the  whole 
fabric  will  foon  crumble  to  the  ground ;  and  the 
degree  of  popular  ftrength,  whatever  that  may  be, 
acquired  by  the  reprefentative  branch  through  the 
prefent  dccifion,  muft  inevitably  tend  to  enfeeble 
the  other  two. 


*  This  grudging  vote  was  one  of  the  caiifes  which  induced 
Wafhington  to  retire  in  the  fpring  of  1797.  He  never  before  had 
fxperienced  any  thing  like  difapprobation.  He  now  faw  that  his 
power  to  command  iniiverfal  applaufe  was  gone,  uever  to  return; 
and  he  accordingly  refoWed  to  quit  his  Italion. 
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Dehate  on  the  Attempt  at  Corruption^  hy  Randall 
and   JVhitney. 

Monday,  December  z%ih,  ^795- 
Mr.  Smith  (S.  C.)  requeued  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  for  a  moment,  to  a  fubjecl  of  a  very  delicate 
nature.     He  undcrflood   that  a  memorial  was  this 
morning  to  be  prefented  from  fomc  individuals,  ap- 
plying for  a  grant  of  a  large  tracSl  of  the  Weftern 
Territory  ;  and  as  the  Houfc  had  referred  all  fuch 
applicants   to  the    Committee  for  bringing  in  the 
Land  Office   Bill,    of  which  he  was    Chairman ; 
"Snd  as  it  was   probable  that  the  memorial  about  to 
be  prefented  would  be  difpofed  of  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, he  conceived  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  him  to  dif- 
clofe  to  the  Houfe,  at  this  time,  fome  circumftances 
which  had  conae  to  his  knowledge.     Mr.  Smith  then 
faid,    that  on   Tuefday   evening  lafl:,   a  perfon  of 
the  name  of  Randall  called  on  him,  requeuing  an 
hour  of  confidential  converfation.     In  the  interview 
which  took  place,  Randall  made  a  communication 
to  the  following  efFe6l.     He  intended  to  prefent  a 
memorial  on  the  Monday  following  to  Congrefs  for 
a  grant  of  all   the  Weiiern  lands  lying   between 
lakes  Michigan,  Erie,  and  Huron,  to  the  amount 
of  about  twenty  millions  of  acres.     He  and  his  affo- 
elates,  fome  of  whom  were  Canada  merchants,  who 
had  great  influence  over  the  Indians,  propofed  to 
form  a  company,  and  to  undertake  the  extindfion  of 
the  Indian  title,  provided  Congrefs  would  cede  to 
them  the  fee  limple  of  the  land.     The   property 
would  be  divided  into  forty  fhares,  twenty- four  of 
which  fhould  be  referved  for  fuch  members  of  Con- 
grefs as  might  favour  the  fcheme,  and  might  be  in- 
clined to  come  into  it,  after  the  adjournment  of  Coil- 
grefs,  on  the  fame  terms  as  the  original  alibciators. 
B-andall  himfelf  had  the  difpofal  of  twelve  fli arcs, 

for 
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'  for  members  from  the  Southern  States ;  and  col- 
leagues of  his,  a  like  number  of  thofe  of  the  Eafteni 
States.  A  certain  number  of  fhares  were  to  be  the 
property  of  thoTe  Canada  merchants,  who  had  an  un- 
bounded iniluence  over  the  Indians  occupying  thofe 
lands,  and  who  would,  if  this  plan  fucceeded,  pa- 
cify thofe  Indians  who  were  the  moft  hoflile  to  the 
United  Slates  :  that  General  Wayne's  treaty  was  a 
mere  delulion,  and  that  without  the  co-operation  of 
thofe  influential  perfons  the  United  States  would  ne- 
-ver  have  peace  in  that  quarter.  Mr,  Smith  faid,  that  he 
had  communicated  this  overture  the  next  morning 
to  Mr.  Murray,  one  of  the  members  from  Maryland, 
requefting  his  advice  how  to  proceed  on  fo  delicate 
an  occafion  ;  that  Mr.  Murray  recommended  a  dif- 
clofure  to  Mr.  Henry  of  the  Senate,  and  that,  on  a 
confultation  with  thofe  gentlemen,  it  was  refolved 
that  it  was  Mr.  Smith's  duty  to  make  an  immediate 
communication  of  the  matter  to  the  Prelident,  which 
was  accordingly  done. 

Mr.  Murray  rofe  next.  He  had  received  an  ap- 
plication of  the  fame  nature ;  but  having  already 
heard  of  the  propofal,  "  I  was,"  faid  Mr.  Murray, 
*'  in  a  fiate  of  preparation,  and  my  virtue  had  not 
*'  fuch  a  fhock  to  encounter  as  that  of  the  Gentleman 
"  laft  up." 

Mr.  Murray  corroborated  what  Mr.  Smith  had 
faid  as  to  the  communication  of  this  affair  to  him- 
felf.  He  advifed  Mr.  Smith  to  give  Randall  ano- 
ther  meeting,  for  the  purpofe  of  developing  his 
fchemc  and  expe(?tations  more  fully. 

Mr.  Murray  faid  that  Mr.  Smith  informed  him 
on  Wednefday  morning  :  next  da}',  in  the  morning, 
he  informed  Mr.  Henry  of  the  Senate.  Mr.  Smith, 
pn  that  day,  informed  the  Preiident.  On  that  day 
(Thurfday)  Mr.  Randall  was  introduced  to  him,  and 
glked  an  interview  at  his  lodging  ;    he  gave  him  an 

appointment 
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appointment  at  five  in  the  afternoon.  Mr.  Henry 
and  he  were  together  when  Randall  came  in.  Ran- 
dall talked  about  the  policy  of  extinguifhing  the  In- 
dian title  to  the  peninfula  formed  by  lakes  Erie, 
Huron,  and  Michigan,  containing  about  eighteerj 
or  twenty  millions  of  acres  of  very  good  land  ;  and 
talked  in  terms  that  he  might  have  employed  from  a 
pulpit.  He  did  not  make  any  corrupt  overtures  till 
Mr.  Murray  had  carried  him  into  his  own  apartment. 
There  R.andall  opened  his  propofals,  as  had  been  be- 
fore mentioned  by  Mr.  Smith,  obferving,  that  if  Con- 
grefs  would  fell  this  land  to  him  and  his  company, 
they  intended  to  divide  it  into  forty  or  forty-one  fliares. 
Twenty-four  fhares  were  to  be  appropriated  to  fuch 
members  of  Congrefs  as  chofe  to  fupport  the  me- 
morial ,  which  would  be  prefented  on  Monday.  The 
members  were  to  have  their  fhares  on  the  fame 
terms  on  which  his  company  fhould  obtain  the  land. 
The  company  would  give  five  hundred  thoufand, 
or  perhaps,  a  million  of  dollars ;  but  on  Mr.  Mur- 
ray's apparent  acquiefcence  in  his  views,  he  faid  that 
the  fhares  would  be  given  to  the  members  who  ad- 
vocated the  meafure,  if  they  pleafed  to  accept  them, 
after  they  returned  to  their  homes.  Mr.  Murray 
i^arted  a  difficulty  about  the  embarrafTment  of  land 
fpeculations,  for  which  he  perfonally  had  no  genius  ; 
and  then  Randall  inftantly  turned  out  the  cat,  and 
told  him,  that  if  he  did  not  choofe  the  fhare  of  land, 
he  fhould  have  cafh  in  band  for  his  fhare.  Mr. 
Smith  and  Mr.  Murray  had  refolved  to  difclofe  this 
to  the  Houfe,  left  fome  innocent  member  might  of- 
fer a  memorial,  and  become  liable  to  fufpicion. 
Randall  had  hinted  that  larger  proportions  would 
be  affigned  to  the  more  a6tive  members,  and  letfer 
ones  for  the  fmall  JiJJi. 

The  Speaker  then  rofe,  and  expreffed  a  with  that 
Ibme  Gentleman  would  move  for  an  order  to  appre- 
hend 
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liend  Randall.  Upon  this,  Mr.  Smith  again  rof^, 
and  fiiid,  that  a  warrant  to  this  effe6l  had  yefterday 
been  iHhed  by  the  Prefident,  and  to  fupport  which, 
Mr.  Smith  had  made  oath  bctbre  a  magistrate  to  the 
particulars  above  mentioned.  He  hoped  that  by 
this  time  the  pcribn  was  taken. 

Mr.  Giles  rofe  next,  and  obfcrved  that  an  appli- 
cation fronT  the  fame  Mr.  Randall  had  been  made  to 
}iimieh".  Befides  a  repetition  of  fome  particulars  al- 
ready fratcd,  he  told  Mr.  Giles  that  he  had  already 
fecured  thirty  or  forty  members  of  this  Houfe, 
but  he  wanted  to  feciire  three  other  members,  if  Mr, 
Giles  recollected  right.  He  added,  that  he  had  al- 
ready Iccurcd  a  majority  in  the  Senate.  When  this 
propofal  was  firit  made,  which  he  thought  wa.* 
about  ten  days  ago,  a  member  from  New -York 
(Mr.  Livingtlon)  was  prefent.  Randall  had  even 
gone  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  a  written  agreement  was 
drawn  out,  and  fubfcribed  by  a  number  of  eallern 
members,  and  he  vviflicd  Mr.  Giles  to  extend  ano- 
ther oblijration  of  the  fame  kind  for  the  fouthern 
members  ;  the  purport  of  which  paper  was  under- 
itood  to  be,  that  the  members  who  voted  in  fupport 
of  the  difpofal  of  the  lands,  were  to  be  fecured  in  a 
ftipulated  fhare  of  them,  without  having  their 
rames  mentioned  in  the  deed.  Mr.  Giles  was  foli- 
citous  to  learn  the  names  of  the  members  who  had 
already  entered  into  the  negotiation  ;  but  Randall 
afllired  him,  that,  from  motives  of  delicacy,  he  durft 
not  communicate  any  of  the  names.  Mr.  Giles  then 
defired  a  fight  of  the  agreement,  that  he  might  be 
able  to  comprehend  its  meaning,  before  he  fhould 
attempt  to  draw  any  fimilar  paper.  The  man  called 
a  fecond  time,  and,  as  Mr.  Giles  conceived,  about 
four  days  ago,  but  never  could  produce  either  the 
deed,  or  any  draught  of  it.  Mr.  Giles  had  already 
communicated  the  propofal  to  feveral  members, 
und,  in  particular,  to  the  Speaker. 

»  The 
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The  Speaker  (Mr.  Dayton)  mentioned,  that  Mr. 
Giles  had,  fome  time  ago,  informed  him  of  the  pro- 
polal.  He  replied,  that,  if  an  opportunity  offered, 
he  would  take  care  to  fele6i  a  Committee  confi/iing  of 
members  Jure  to  Jete£l  the  guilty,  if  any  fuch  could 
exilt ;  adding,  that  he  expeded  the  lioufe  to  belie\"e 
that  he  would  not  have  ufed  fuch  words,  but  on  fo 
extraordinary  an  occafion. 

Mr.  Christie  faid,  that  he  was  the  perfon  wlio  m- 
troduced  Randall  to  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Murray^ 
He  had  long  known  him  as  a  refpe6lable  man.  He 
had  mentioned  to  Mr.  Chriftie,  in  general,  tliat 
it  was  a  landed  fpeculatlon  ;  and  hinted  that  he,  Mr, 
Chriftie,  might  accept  of  a  fhare.  In  reply,  that 
Gentleman  alTured  him  that  he  could  not  poffibly 
have  a  concern  in  any  fuch  trawfacSlion.  Randall 
had  not,  to  Mr.  Chriftie,  inlinuated  that  any  undue 
advantages  would  accrue  to  members  fupporting  the 
intended  purchale. 

Mr.  Buck,  a  member  from  Vermont,  mentioned 
that  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Whitney,  who  appears 
to  have  been  an  aflbciate  of  Randall,  had  called 
upon  him  in  the  country,  with  a  propofal  of  this 
kind. 

Re  MAR  KS. — I  never  was  more  furprlfed  in  my  life, 
than  when  I  heard  Mr.  Dayton,  the  Speaker, 
avow,  that  he  had  told  Mr.  Giles  he  would  take  care 
tofeleuifuch  a  Committee  as  ihould  dete6l  theguiltj',  if 
any  fuch  could  exiti. 

This  fentence  from  the  Speaker  difcovers  to  us, 
that  he  had  but  an  indifferent  opinion  of  the  integrity 
of  fome  of  the  members  of  the  Houfe  :  for,  had  not 
this  been  the  cafe,  he  would  not  have  fallen  on  a 
plan  oi  deteSling  \hc  guilty.  The.  qualify itig  phrafe, 
"  if  any  fuch  could  exift,"  does  by  no  means  do 
away  the  exifleiice  of  fufpicion  in  his  mind;  for, 
if  no  fufpicion  exifted,  why  fhould  he  talk  of 
iaVmg  care  tofck^  a  Com?mttee  for  the  purpofe  of  de- 
ted^  Ion  ? 
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tcclion  ?  This  laft  exprefllon  has  alio  fomething  of 
a  party  nature  in  it.  Mr,  Dayton  iliould  have  pre- 
fiimed  that  every  member  in  the  Honfe  would  be 
anxious  to  detedt  guilt :  to  fay  that  he  would  take 
care  tofcle3  fuch  a  Committee  as  would  do  this,  was 
Eot  only  to  prelume  that  there  were  Ibme  mem- 
bers who  would  not  do  iff  but  it  was  to  hint,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  he  knew,  or  at  leaft  gueffed,  who 
thofe  members  ivere.  This  conclulion  is  inevitable  ; 
lor  it  would  have  been  an  abfurdity  which  fo  fenli- 
blea  man  as  the  Speaker  could  not  have  fallen  into, 
to  propole  to  himfelfthe  fele6ling  of  fuch  a  Commit- 
tee as  would  hefure  to  detect  the  guilty,  if  he  had  had 
an  equal  confidence  in  all  the  members  of  the  Houfe, 
or  if  he  had  not  fome  particular  members  in  his  eye, 
whom  he  looked  upon  as  men  of  more  integrity  than 
fome  others.  I  know  not  how  the  Houfe  felt  on  this 
occafion ;  but  had  I  been  a  member,  I  freely  de- 
clare, that  I  fhould  have  felt  my  honour  much  more 
deeply  wounded  by  this  luggeltion  of  the  Speaker, 
than  by  any  thing  that  poflibly  could  be  advanced^ 
or  CA^en  proved,  by  the  land-jobbers  themfelves.  If 
lie  had  incautioufiy  let  fall  fuch  exprefiions  to  Mr. 
Giles,  there  was  certainly  no  kind  of  neceffity  for 
repeating  thein  in  public,  unlets  called  upon  to  that 
efte6f.  This  is  by  no  means  the  leaft  exceptionable 
circumftance,  as  the  unafkcd-for  repetition  of  the 
fuggeftion  fecms  to  have  been  merely  a  lure  for  po- 
pularity ;  a  trick  always  beneath  an  independent 
member  of  Congrefs,  and  more  efpecially  fo,  when 
that  popularity  is  to  be  obtained  at  the  cxpenfe  of 
his  culleaiiucs. 

Tuesday,  December  i^tli. 

Mr.  Blount  brought  forward  a  refolution  in 
nearly  the  following  words  :  '*  Refolvcd,  that  it  be 
*'  made  a  charge  a^ainft  Robert  Randall,  that  ho 
*'  declared  to  a  Member  of  this  Houfe,  that  a  num- 

*'  ber, 
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«^  ber,  confifling  of  not  lei's  than  thirty  members  of 
**  this  Houle,  had  engaged  to  tupport  his  memo- 
"  rial." 

Mr.  MtJRRAY  called  upon  Gentlemen,  by  their 
fenftbil'iiy  to  perjhuil  d'lgmty^  and  the  characler  of  the 
Houle,  to  arrefl  the  motion.  Its  tendency  certainly 
was  to  place  the  honour  of  the  Houfe^  or  a  very  great  part 
of  it,  /;/  the  power  of  a  man,  of  whofc  known  profligacy  of 
principles  there  could  now  be  no  doubt.  Will  you,  he 
obferved,  permit,  nay  invite,  him  whom  you  an'aign 
at  the  bar  of  this.Houfc,  to  be  a  public  accufer  ?  W  ill 
you  adopt  a  charge  againfl  him,  which  is  in  its  na- 
ture an  imputation,  that,  however  lightly  and  wic- 
kedly made,  will  implicate  perhaps  irmocent  men  ? 
Thel'e  men,  to  rcfcue  their  own  reputations,  will  be 
obliged  to  riik  their  chara(9:ers,  on  the  weight  o£ 
their  veracity,  by  denying  this  man's  charge  in  the 
face  of  a  world  but  too  prone  to  fufpe^t. — By  this 
motion  Randall's  allertion  to  the  Gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Giles),  the  only  member  who  has 
mentioned  it,  is  to  be  alleged  againfi:  Randall  as 
an  offence.  That  Randall  faid  to  the  Gentleman  that 
there  were  thirty  or  forty  membersy6T«r^<^,  he  had  no 
doubt — but  the  believed  the  fad!  to  be,  that  Randall 
was  both  deceived  himfelf,  and  attempted  to  deceive 
the  Gentleman—'-  Why,*'  faid  Mr.  Murray,  "  the 
*'  fellow  told  me  that  there  were  thirty  members  fe- 
"  cured."— Mr.  Murray  had  not  thought  proper  to 
ftate  that  circumftance,  becaufe  he  did  not  fo  much 
confidcr  it  as  a  fadl  material  to  the  detedlion  of 
Randall's  guilt,  as  it  was  one,  which,  if  mentioned, 
might  poilibly  afford  to  malice  an  op],X)rtunity  of  af- 
fixing a  lligma  to  any  thirty  or  forty  names  at  which, 
perfonal  enmity  might  point.  No  public  good  could 
refult  from  fuch  a  difclofure — for  the  affertion  of  fuch 
a  man  as  Randall  could  not,  among  men  of  honour, 
be  deemed  a  lutficient  ground  of  fufpicion ;  and  yet  the 
malice  of  the  world,  or  the  rancour  of  perfonal  ene~ 
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niies,  mi2;lit  atlacli  llilpicion  and  diflionour  to  alrnofl 
the    whole   Houfe,  Irom   the   indetinitenefs  of  the 
charge.     When  Randall  informed  him  on  Thurfdav 
niffht   that  there  were   thirty    members  wdio  would 
lupport  his  meafures,  he  had  felt  in  the  very  conduce 
which  he  w^as  then  himlelf  purfuing  to  dctedl  Ran- 
dall, to  arreft  his   icheme,  a  principle  of  candour 
towards  others,  which  taught  him  that  other  gentle- 
men, to  whom  Randall  had  communicated  his  fcheme 
co}ifiihntmlIv,  were  probabi}'  determined,  as  honeftly 
as  himfelf,   to  crufh  the  infamous  plot    againft  the 
honour  of  the   Houfe.       He  knew    that   he   who 
would   be  wicked     enough   to   attempt   fedudion, 
might  be  weak  enough  to  ufe  this  intelligence  art- 
fully,  for  the  purpofe  of  leading  him  the  more   rea- 
dily to  accept  terms   of  infamy  ;   becaufe  the  object 
^vas  painted  as  eafily  attainable  ;  and  that  Randall 
might   willi  to   diminifn  all  qualms,   by   exhibiting 
a  pretended  group  of  accomplices,  whofe  company 
would,  at  leail,  diminiih  the  appearance  of  fingula- 
rity.     I  entertained,  faid  Mr.  Murray,  no  fulpicion 
of  any  man — 1  knew  Randall  to  be  a  corrupt  man, 
from  his  offers  to  myfelf — I  therefore  placed  all  his 
intelligence  to  the  fcore  of  fiimfy  art     I   knew  that 
inch,  a  man  was  not  to  be  fully  believed  where  his  in- 
tereft  was  to  magnify  his  fuccels — I  drew  favourable 
aufpices  with  refpect  to  the  corps  to  which  I  belong, 
from  another   piece  of  intelligence  of  his,  which 
was,  that  he  communicated  to  fome  members,   one 
of  whom  he  had  named,  and  whom  I  knew  to  be  a 
man  of  honour,  in  what  he  called  the  ^eneml  way. — ^ 
This  general  way  was  a  dilplay  of  the  founder  part  of 
his  Icheme  merely,  and  not  the  corrupt :  conliitingin 
developing  the  advantages  which  would  refult  to  the 
Union    in  the  ditpofal  of  their  lands,  provided  the 
harmony  of  the  Indians  could  be  fecured.     In  this 
view  of  his  plan  he  gave  the  iubjedl  an  attitude  far 
from  unimpoling ;  and  I  conceived,  that  as,  in  pro- 
portion 
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portion  to  the  numbers  engaged  confidentially,  he 
mud  know  that  the  hazard  of  detection  increafcd, 
he  would  not  communicate  the  corrupt  view  as  long 
as  he  found  the  more  honeft  part  of  the  policy  might 
appear  to  ftrike  any  gentleman  as  a  meafure  ufeful 
to  his  country — I  therefore  did  nothellevs  Randall  in 
the  fenfe  he  evidently  intended.  Therefore,  Sir,  I 
did  not  feel  myfelf  at  liberty  to  mention  the  aifertion, 
which  I  conceived  to  be  unavailing  as  a  circum- 
ilance  necelfary  to  the  example  I  wifhed  to  make, 
but  which,  if  communicated,  I  thought  might  caft  a 
ilain,  by  the  myftery  that  enveloped  it,  upon  a  body 
whofe  charader  ought  to  be  held  facred  to  the  confi- 
dence of  the  country.  My  duty  was  to  bring  Ran- 
dall's attempt  to  corrupt  unequivocally  into  light ;  not 
by  repeating  all  the  arts  which  he  ufcd  in  order  to 
corrupt ;  not  by  exhibiting  them  in  a  way  that  might 
wound  the  feelings  of  men  of  honour,  who,  if  charged 
even  perfonally  by  Randall,  would  have  no  refuge 
from  odium,  but  in  their  charadlers  and  counter- 
affertion.  This,  though  always  conclufive  with  thofe 
who  perfonally  know  them,  is  not  a  protedtion  to 
minds  of  fenfibility  againft  the  flings  of  calumny. 
The  voice  of  fame  is  not  compofed  from  the  voice  of 
men  of  honour. 

It  was,  he  Taid,  in  the  fpirit  of  fuch  refle6lions, 
that  he  and  the  Gentleman  with  whom  he  had 
concerted  the  mode  and  time  of  difclofure  (Mr. 
W.  Smith)  had  determined  to  trufl  rather  to  the  as 
yet  nnftained  honour  of  the  Houfe,  than  to  theloofe 
declarations  of  Randall,  and  therefore  had  refolved 
on  Friday  morning  to  make  the  difclofure  before 
fome  Gentleman,  innocent  of  the  corrupt  fcheme, 
and  acquainted  with  the  founder  part  of  the  plan 
only,  might  have  caufeto  blufli  at  having  prefented 
a  memorial  which  it  would  be  their  duty  to  defeat 
and  cover  with  infamy.     If  this  charge  is  exhibited 
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agaiiifl  Randall,  he  will  confefs  or  deny  it ;  if  he 
confefles  it,  and,  in  the  dilpofition  that  often  accom- 
panies detected  guilt,  fhould  name  particular 
gentlemen,  though  their  counter-affertion  would 
completely,  in  his  own  mind,  outweigh  the  charge 
of  a  corrupt  and  profligate  accufer,  like  Randall,  yet 
would  every  man  of  delicacy  have  caufe  to  regret, 
that,  merely  for  tlie  purpofe  of  adding  to  the  charges 
againft  a  man  proved  to  be  wicked,  a  flain  had 
glanced  from  him  upon  a  name  innocent  and  ho- 
nourable. Let  gentlemen  a6f  with  magnanimity 
upon  this  occalion — Let  them  refill  a  motion, 
which,  however  purely  conceived,  may  even- 
tually wound  honefr  fame,  without  detedting  guilt. 
Mr.  Murray  Iblemnly  believed,  that  Randall's  afler- 
tion  was  either  fajle  totally,  or  true  only  as  it  re- 
tpecied  thofe  who  had  lill;ened  to  him  for  the  purpofe 
of  making  an  example — or  thole  to  whom  he  had  fpo- 
ken  in  what  he  had  called  the  general  way.  If  Ran- 
dall denied  this  charge,  it  would  reft  on  the  afl'er- 
tionof  the  Gentlemar^  from  Virginia,  but  could  not 
afFedl  members  farther,  than  as  the  meafure  of  in- 
quiry fecmed  to  imply  fufpicion.  He  and  the  Gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  had  both  ^6\ed  upon 
the  prefumption  of  innocence  in  members,  and  they 
had  refolved  on  the  timely  difclofure  yefterday,  left 
even  one,  member,  however  innocent,  might  be 
placed  in  a  painful  lituation  by  prefenting  the  memo- 
rial. If  Randall  is  charged  with  this  as  an  offence, 
he  verily  believed  the  Houfe  betrayed  its  own  honour 
to  the  malice  of  the  world.  He  would  therefore 
vote  decidedly  againfl  it. 

Mr.  Murray,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  added 
feveral  other  obfervations.  He  did  not  doubt  that 
in  every  dillridt  of  the  continent,  thirty  favourites 
would  be  pointed  out,  whom  the  people  in  that 
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quarter,  or  at  leall  fome  among  them,  would  be 
dllpoied  to  confign  to  infamy  ;  and  perhaps  there 
was  not  one  diilri6l  in  the  Union  where  the  fame 
thirt}^  members  would  be  named.  It  would  be  laid, 
"  Sir,  they  are  not  named,  but  /  knoiv  who  are  the 
^^  metiy  So  rapid  were  the  communicat'ons  of  the 
prefs,  fo  keen  the  appetite  for  fcandal,  that,  when 
once  the  ftory  was  circulated,  it  might  be  impoliible 
ever  to  get  rid  of  it. 

Mr.  Giles  replied  :   He  was  in  favour  of  the  mo  • 
tion  of  Mr.  Blount.     He  faid  it  was  evident  from 
the  way  in    Vv-hieh   this  whole  communication    had 
been  brought  forward,  that  there  had   been   no  pre- 
vious correfpondence  between  Mr.  Murray  and  him- 
lelf.     Thdy  had  felt  differently.     Mr.  Giles  had  in- 
formed the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe.     Mr.  Murray  and 
hisfriend(Mr.W.  Smithjhad  communicated  the  affair 
to  the  Prelident;  a  meafure  of  which,  as  it  flruck 
Mr.  Giles,  he  did  not  diftindlly  perceive   the    pro- 
priety.    Mr.  Giles  had  confidered  it  as  bed  to  wait  in 
lilence  till  the  petition  of  Randall  fhould  come  for- 
ward.    Mr.  Murray  had  fuggeiied  a  variety  of  deli- 
cate motives  for  breaking  the  matter  to  the  Houfe, 
left  the  petition  fhould  come  forward  and  hurt  the 
feelings  of  an   innocent  and  unlufpecling  Member. 
Mr.  Giles  did  not  wilTi  to  diminifti  the  credit  fully 
due  to  the  Gentleman  in  this  refpe(5l.     He  himfelf 
had  felt  Ibmewhat  ditfcrently.    He  had  aifted  differ- 
ently. 

Mr.  HiLLHousE  was  convinced  that  there  was 
not  a  Gentleman  in  the  Houfe  whofe  character  refted 
on  fo  flender  a  foundation  as  to  be  affe6t:ed  by  any 
thing  this  man  could  fay.  He  felt  no  anxiety  for 
the  reputation  of  the  Houfe,  for  he  knew  that  it 
was  not  in  the  fmalleft  danger.  The  refolution 
went  merely  to  make  Randall  confcfs  that  he  had 
4iiid  fo  and  fo.     It  implied  nothing  tending  to  affe^l 
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members.  A  man  covered  with  infamy  making  fuch 
charges  could  not  expe6l  credit,  or  obtain  it  from 
any  body.  Mr.  Hillhoufe  was,  for  thefe  reafons, 
in  favour  of  the  relblution  for  interrogating  Ran- 
dall. 

The  refolution  pafled  in  the  affirmative. 

Wednesday,   o^oth  December,   1795. 

Randall  and  Whitney  being  in  cuftody,  a  de- 
bate took  place  with  refped  to  allowing  them  coun- 
fel  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  which  was  alfo  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative.  On  this  occaiion  Mr^ 
Chrijiie  obfcrved,  that  he  had  known  Randall  for 
many  years,  and  had  never  heard  of  any  thing  againft 
him  before.  He  had  lately  been  at  Detroit,  and  Mr. 
Chriflie  believed  that  he  had  been  injured  by  keeping 
had  compa7iy.  He  was  not  the  firft  man  in  the  coun- 
try who  had  been  corrKptcd  by  Britijh  influence  -and 
Britjjh  company.  He  moved  that  Randall  fhould  be 
allowed  until  to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock.  This 
was  negatived. 

Remarks. — It  appeared  to  me  particularly  cruel 
to  negative  this  motion  of  Mr.  Chriilic's,  feeing  that 
poor  Randall,  whom  ilir.  Chriji'ie  had  known  for  fo 
many  years,  had  been  injured  by  keeping  had  company. 
But,  as  to  Briiifh  influence^  I  could  not  for  my  life 
perceive  with  what  propriety  it  was  brought  inhere. 
It  feemed  rather  a  wanton  attack  on  the  chara(fter 
of  a  nation,  whofe  infiuence  in  the  line  of  corrup- 
tion has  not  been  made  apparent  in  this  country  ; 
and  1  may  add,  it  v^^as  a  waiUon  attack  on  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  too,  to  fay  that  Randall  '*  was 
not  the  firji  man  in  it  who  had  been  corrupted  by  Bri- 
tifh  influence."  Mr.  Chriflie  feems,  indeed,  to  have 
fallen  into  the  cant  of  the  oppofers  of  the  treaty  ; 
for  we  know  that  they  attributed  its  concluiion 
and  ratification  to  the  influence  of  Britiih  gold.  We 
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have  leen  the  firm,  candid,  and  upright  man,  who 
negotiated  that  treaty,  and  the  lenators  who  ad- 
vifed  its  ratification,  burnt  in  an  efRgy,  reprefenting 
them  as  receivmg  the  gold  of  Great  Britain  ;  we 
have  been  long  fcandalized  at  thcfe  Iccnes,  and  at 
the  atrocious  falfehood  of  the  opinion  they  were  in- 
tended to  propagate ;  one  would  have  hoped  there-' 
fore,  that  no  Member  of  Congrefs  would  have  fane- 
tioned,  in  any  manner,  however  indired^,  proceed- 
ings from  which  every  well-informed  and  honefl  man 
turns  with  indignation. 

As  to  the  innocence  of  the  land-jobbers,  it  would 
be  wrong  to  fay  any  thing  pofitive  about  it  after  the 
decition  of  the  Houfe  ;  but  it  was  not  to  be  won- 
dered at  if  men  of  that  profejjion  fhould  imagine  it 
poffible  to  bribe  the  members  of  Congrefs  after  what 
they  had  heard  of  other  people  in  the  Government. 
After  having  heard  of  the  **  precious  confeffions" 
and  ''  overtures"  of  Mr.  Randolph,  on  behalf  of 
himfelf  and  others,  one  would  not  have  been  fur- 
prifed  if  they  had  attempted  to  bribe  the  Prelident 
himfelf.  They  found,  however,  other  fort  of^men  to 
deal  "uuith  *. 

On  the  Reception  of  the  French  Flag, 

Tuesday,  January  e^th,  I'j^d. 

I  was  rather  late  in  my  attendance  in  Congrefs 
this  day  ;  a  circumllance  the  more  diflrefling,  as  I 
found  not  only  the  gallery,  but  even  the  pafiage  alfo, 
full  of  fpedators.  I,  at  lafl,  made  fhift  to  reach  my 
pol^  ;  but  not  without  an  infinite  deal  of  difficulty  ; 
for  the  citizens  I  had  to  deal  with,  being  in  general 
brimful  of  the  dpftrine  of  equality,  pay  but  veiy 
little  refped  to  old  age. 


*  Men  of  a  higher  price ! 
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Every  pcrfon  within  the  walls  of  this  Houie  feem- 
ed  to  be  waiting  for  the  developement  of  fome  great 
and  iniporlant  myllery.  The  members  were  paired 
off,  laying  their  heads  together,  whifpering  and 
liltening  with  great  eagernefs  ;  while  the  Speaker, 
feated  with  his  chin  fupported  between  his  right  fin- 
ger and  thumb,  and  his  eyes  rivctted  to  the  floor, 
appeared  loft,  buried  alive,  as  it  were,  in  profun- 
dity of  thought.  Never  did  wifdora  appear  more 
lovely  in  my  eyes.  "  Two  fuch  ftatues,"  laid  I  to 
myfelf,  "  would  have  become  the  fhrine  of  Minerva 
*'  much  better  than  tl;e  blinking  twilight  moufers, 
<'  that  her  votaries  formerly  placed  on  it.  ' 

This  fcrioulhcfs  of  the  members  of  the  IToufe 
naturally  produced  the  moft  anxious  expectation  in 
the  minds  of  the  good  citizens  in  my  quarter.  A 
thoufand  ridiculous  inquiries  were  made  in  the  twink- 
ling of  an  eye,  which  were  anlwered  by  a  thoufand 
ftill  more  ridiculous  conjedtures.  One  faid  that  a 
law  was  going  to  be  read  to  oblige  the  Virginians  to 
free  their  flavcs  and  pay  their  jufl:  debts  ;  but  another 
fwore  that  was  impoliihle.  A  third  declared  a  le- 
cond  embargo  was  to  be  laid  ;  and  a  fourth  oblerved 
that  it  was  to  hinder  the  cruel  Englifh  from  carrying 
off  our  poor  horles,  to  eat  them  in  the  Wefi  Indies. 
In  fhort,  were  1  to  repeat  all  that  I  heard,  I  ihould 
never  have  done ;  for,  of  two  hundred  of  us,  no 
two  individuals  were  of  the  fame  opinion.  One 
thing,  however,  we  all  agreed  in  ,  an  impatience 
that  I  fhould  in  vain  endeavour  to  defcribe,  but  of 
which  the  half-fuccelsilil  lover,  who  has  waited  for 
an  anfwer  to  a  fupplicating  billet-doux,  may  have 
fome  faint  idea. 

To  tell  the  reader  the  truth  of  my  opinion,  1  was 
afraid  that  fome  new  conhfcating  or  fequeflrating 
projeft  was  on  foot  ;  and  when  Mr.  Dayton,  the 
Speaker,  awoke  from  his  reverie,  and  began  to 
fpcak,  "  Lord  have  mercy,"  faid  I,  *'  upon  the  poor 

"  Britilli 


JANUARY,  1796.  57 

"  Biitllli  creditors."  My  fears  on  this  account  were 
foon  diffipatcd.  The  Speaker  told  us  that  this  mef- 
fage  was  of  the  moft  '"'•  fohmn^  and  ^'^  ferious'^  na- 
ture, and  he  therefore  requefled  both  the  members  of 
the  Houfe  and  the  Grangers  in  the  gallery  to  obfcrve 
the  profoundctl  filence. 

The  reader  will  ealily  imagine,  that  a  warning 
like  this  inereafed  the  torture  of  lufpenfe.  It  was 
now  that  we  felt  the  value  of  the  hearing  faculty.  I 
obferved  my  neighbours  brufhing  aiide  their  matted 
and  untutored  locks,  that  nothing  might  impede  the 
entrance  of  the  glad  tidings.  We  were,  as  the  poet 
fays,  "•  all  eye,  all  ear."  But  there  was  a  little  man 
down  below,  whofe  anxiety  feemed  totbrpafs  that  of 
all  the  reft.  He  crept  to  within  a  very  few  paces  of 
the  leeward  fide  of  the  chair,  and,  turning  himfelf 
lideways,  lifted  up  the  left  corner  of  his  wig,  pla- 
cing the  auricular  orifice  open  and  extended,  in  a  di- 
rect line  with  the  Speaker's  mouth,  fo  that  not  a  fin- 
gle  breath  of  the  precious  founds  could  pofnbly  ef- 
cape  him.  His  longing  countenance  feemed  to  fay, 
in  the  language  of  his  countryman  Macbeth  : — 
"  Speak !  Ipeak  !  had  I  three  ears,  by  Heaven  I'd 
hear  thee." 

The  attitude  of  this  fubaltcrn  quidnunc  had  like 
to  have  Ihaken  the  inflexibility  of  my  mufcles ;  I 
made  a  (hill:,  however,  to  mould  them  up  into  a  gra- 
vity adapted  to  the  awfulnefs  of  the  fcene  that  was 
preparing  for  my  view.  All  at  once,  as  if  by  the 
power  of  magic,  the  doors  flew  open,  "  grating  on 
*'  their  hinges  harfb  thunder,"  and  the  Prelident's 
Secretary  was  introduced  with  an  American  officer 
bearing  a  flag,  which  1  took  to  be  a  reprefentation 
of  the  day  of  judgment.  It  had  a  thunderbolt  in  the 
centre,  with  a  cock  perched  upon  it ;  the  emblems  of 
Almighty  vengeance  and  of  watch fulnefs.  At  two 
of  the  corners  the  globe  was  reprefented  in  a  flame. 
The  ftaff"  was  covered  with  black  velvet,  fad  colour 

of 


5^  POLITICAL  CENSOR,  No,  I. 

of  death,  and  crowned  with  a  Parifian  pike,  fatal 
injftrument,  on  which  the  bleeding  and  ghaflly  heads, 
nay,  even  the  palpitating  hearts  of  men,  women, 
and  children^  have  fo  often  been  prefented  to  the 
view  of  the  polite  and  humane  inhabitants  of  that 
capital. 

Curiofity  now  gave  way  to  another  paffion,  that 
of  fear.  For  my  part,  I  am  not  afhamed  to  confefs, 
that  I  never  was  in  fuch  trepidation  fince  I  firft  favv 
the  light  of  day.  Nor  were  my  companions  in  a 
more  enviable  ftate.  I  looked  round,  and  beheld  the 
affrighted  group  huddled  up  together,  like  a  brood 
of  chickens  waiting  the  mortal  grip  of  the  voracious 
kite.  In  this  general  pi6ture  of  conllernation  one 
obje6l  attracted  particular  notice.  It  was  a  demo- 
crat, who  was  fo  fully  pcrfuaded  that  the  flag  was  the 
harbinger  of  fate,  that  he  began  to  anticipate  the 
torments  of  the  world  to  come.  Never  did  I  before 
behold  fuch  dreadful  fymptoms  of  a  guilty  confci- 
ence.  He  was  as  white  as  paper,  his  knees  knock- 
ed together,  his  teeth  chattered,  he  wrung  his  hands 
and  rolled  his  eyes,  but  durft  not  lift  them  towards 
heaven.  His  voice  was  like  the  yell  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  infernal  regions.  "  Oh  !  Franklin 
**  Bache  !  Franklin  Bache  !  Oh  !  that  infernal  athe- 
"  illical  Calendar!"  This  was  all  we  could  get  from 
him  ;  but  this  was  enough  to  aflure  me,  that  he  was 
one  of  thofe  unhappy  wretches,  who  had  been  led 
aftray  by  the  profligate  concfpondents  of  Mr.  Bache, 
and  by  the  atheiftical  decadcry  Calendar,  which  that 
gentlem.an  has,  with  fo  much  unholy  zeal,  endea- 
voured to  introduce  amongd  us,  in  place  of  the 
Chriitian  one,  wc^  as  yet,  make  ule  of. 

My  attention  was  called  off  from  this  terrific  pic- 
ture of  defpair  by  a  voice  from  beneath.  A  tali  fpare 
man,  dreflld  all  in  black  from  head  to  foot,  who 
feemed  to  be  "  ^  Calm  Ohferver^*  was  beginning, 
in  a  hollow  voice,  to  read  (as  I  expe(5\ed)  the  de- 

4  cree^ 


JANUARY,  1796.  59 

creesof  fate,  but  to  my  agreeable  furprife  I  found  it 
was  a  decree  of  the  National  Convention  :  it  was  iii 
the  following  words; 

To  the  Reprefentathes  of  the  United  States  of  jimerka 
in  Cmigrefs  ajfemhhd» 

Citizens  ReprejentativeSj 

The  connexions  which  nature,  reciprocal  events, 
and  a  happy  concurrence  of  circumftances,  have 
formed  between  two  free  nations,  cannot  but  be  in- 
diffoluble.  You  have  ftrengthened  thofe  facred  ties 
by  the  declarations  which  the  Minifter  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States  has  made  in  your  name  to 
the  National  Convention,  and  to  the  French  people. 
They  have  been  received  with  rapture  by  a  nation, 
who  know  hosv  to  appreciate  every  teflimony  which 
the  United  States-have  given  to  them  of  their  affec- 
tion. The  colours  of  both  nations,  united  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  National  Convention,  will  be  an  everlaft- 
ing  evidence  of  the  part  which  the  United  States 
have  taken  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  French  Republic. 

You  were  the  firft  defenders  of  the  rights  of  man, 
in  another  hemifphere.  Strengthened  by  your  ex- 
ample, and  endowed  with  an  invincible  energy,  the 
French  people  have  vanquilbcd  that  tyranny,  which 
during  fo  many  centuries  of  ignorance,  fuperflition, 
and  bafenefs,  had  enchained  a  generous  nation. 

Soon  did  the  people  of  the  United  States  per- 
ceive, that  every  victory  of  ours  firengthened  their 
independence  and  happinefs.  They  were  deeply 
afFe6ted  at  our  momentary  misfortunes,  occalioned 
by  treafons  purchafed  by  Engliili  gold.  They  have 
celebrated  with  rapture  the  fucceffes  of  our  brave 
armies. 

None  of  thefe  fympathetic  emotions  have  efcaped 
the  fenfibllity  of  the  French  nation.  They  have 
all  ferved  to  cement  the  moft  intimate  and  Iblid 
union  that  has  ever  exifled  between  two  nations. 

The 
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The  Citizen  Adrt,  who  will  relide  near  your  Go- 
vernment in  quality  of  Minifier  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  Repuhlic,  is  fpeeinlly  iniiriided  to 
tighten  tlic  bands  of  fraternity  and  rautaai  benevo- 
lenee.  We  hope  that  he  may  fulfil  this  principal 
obje61:  of  his  iniffion.  by  a  condu(l^  worthy  of  the 
confidence  of  both  nations,  and  of  the  reputation 
which  his  patricllfrn  aiid  virtues  liave  acquired  him. 

An  analogy  of  political  principles ;  the  natural 
relations  of  commerce  and  induftry  ;  the  efforts  and 
immenfe  facrifices  of  both  nations  in  defence  of  li- 
berty and  equality  ;  the  blood  which  they  havefpilled 
together ;  their  avowed  hatred  for  defpots  ;  the  mo- 
deration of  their  political  views  ;  the  dilinterefted- 
nefs  of  their  councils  ;  and  efpecially  the  fuccefs  of 
the  vows  which  they  have  made  in  prefence  of  the 
Supreme  Being,  to  be  free  or  die,  all  combine  to  ren- 
der inde{lru(Stible  the  connexions  which  they  have 
formed. 

Doubt  it  not.  Citizens  ;  we  Ihall  finally  deftroy 
the  combination  of  tyrants  ;  you,  by  the  pidlure  of 
profperity,  which  in  your  vaft  countries  has  llicceeded 
to  a  bloody  ftruggle  of  eight  years  ;  we,  by  the  en- 
Ihufiafm  which  glows  in  the  breafl  of  every  French- 
man. Aflonifhed  nations,  too  long  the  dupes  of 
perfidious  kings,  nobles,  and  priefcs,  will  eventu- 
ally recover  their  rights,  and  the  human  race  v^ill 
owe  to  the  American  and  French  nations  their  re- 
generation and  lafting  peace. 

Paris,  30th  Vendcmiaire,  3d  year  of  the  French 
Republic,  one  and  indivifible. 
The  Members  of  the  Committee  of  Publie  Safety, 

J.  S.  B.  Delmas, 
Merlin  [of  Douai],  &c. 

<^  This  Af<?/7//z,"  fays  Doctor  Moore,  in  his  Jour- 
nal, '*  is  not  thouglit  to  be  quite  fo  great  a  conjurer 
*'  as   his  namclake  of  old."     The  opinion  here  re- 
lated 
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lated  bvthe  Doi5\or  fcems  to  be  pretty  well  confirm- 
ed by  the  dilpatch  before  us;  and  1  think  vvc  may 
add,  that  the  reft  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety, 
who  pavticijDated  in  drawing  it  up,  were  no  greater 
conjurers  than  their  colleague. 

Failing  by  the  general  llyle  of  this  Anglo-Gallican 
epiftle,  let  us  examine  a  paflage  or  two  of  its  contents. 
"  The  connexions  \<'lnch  nalure,  reciprocal  events, 
"  and  a  happy  concurrence  of  circumitances,  have 
"  formed  between 'two  free  nations,  cannot  but  be 
"  indiflbluble." 

By  this  we  are  to  underftand,  that,  in  our  nahtre^ 
and  in  the  events  of  our  revolution^  we  refemble  tiie 
French.     In  the   lirfl  place,  what  has  nature  given 
us  in  common  with  them  ?     Are  we  defcended  from 
the  fame  race  ?     Is  the  refemblance  to  be  found  in 
otir  perfons,  in  our  language,  or  in  our  difpofitions  ? 
Did  ever  any  body  hear  an  American  (except  he  was 
a  frenchified  democrat)  running  on  with  an  eternal 
bombaftical  babble  about  nothing  ?     Do  we  ting, 
dance,  and  cut  throats,    all  in  the  fame   intlant  ? 
Place  one  of  our  plain,  fober,  fenfible  young  men  by 
the  fide  of  a  profligate  prig  of  tlie    revolution,  and 
fee  if  you  can  find  any  two  animals  of  God's  cre- 
ation between  which  there  is  fo  little  likenefs.  What, 
then,  has  nature  done  to  draw  us  together,  as  they 
call  it  ?     It  appears  to  me  that  the  has  acted   in    a 
fenle  directly  oppolite.     Like  a  tender  and  Iblicitous 
mother,  feeing  her  favourite  children  forming  con- 
nexions contrary  to  her  laws,  fhe  has  exerted  all  her 
ettbrts  to  draw  them  from  their  ruin.    May  we  liften 
to  her  voice  !   and   not  fufrer  ourfelves  to  be  lucked 
into  the  rattlclhake  embraces  of  thofe    anarchift.s, 
whom  flic  fays    '*  avoid,  as    you  would  avoid  my 
"  curfe  !"  ' 

As  the  nature  of  a  people  is  a  thing  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  their  own  agency,  I  fee  no  great  reafon 
that  we  have  to  be  offended   at  the  Convention  for 

afpiring 


i%  POLITICAL  CENSOR,  No.  T. 

afpiring  torcfemble  us  in  natural  difpofitions  and  af^ 
fcdtion  ;  but,  with  relpecl  to  the  events  of  our  two  re- 
•volutions,  the  work,  of  our  own  hands,  to  tell  us 
that  we  are  conne6ied  by  a  limiJarity  here,  is  what 
we  nnay,  and  ought  to  be  offended  at,  and  highly 
too.  Did  we  begin  our  revolution  by  murder?  Was 
our  declaration  of  independence,  like  their  declara- 
tion of  rights,  promulgated  amidit  the  cries  of  the 
dying  ?  Or  did  the  heralds  ftand  to  read  it  under  the 
dripping  head  of  fome  innocent  victim  ?  Was  our 
Congrels  ever  divided  into  impious  fa^^lions,  frriving 
to  outvie  each  other  in  cruelty  and  blafphemy  }  Did 
they  decree  the  word  of  God  to  be  a  lie,  and  write 
over  our  burial-places  :  '*  This  is  the  place  oi eternal 
fleep  ?"  Did  we  ever  fee  the  guillotine  permanent 
in  our  market-places ;  children  bound  beneath  it, 
while  the  blood  of  their  parents  flowed  on  the  fcaf- 
fold  ;  our  gutters  running  with  the  ftreams  of  life  ? 
Did  we  cut  off  the  heads  of  our  fathers  and  mo- 
thers, drag  our  children  to  death  ?  And  did  thefe 
Reprefentatives  of  the  French  people  ever  hear  that 
our  Congrefs  applauded  fuch  hellifli  a6ls  ?  Did  they 
ever  hear,  that  we  roafled  people  alive,  and  cut  off 
their  fiefh  to  eat  ;  that  we  flripped  poor  innocent 
defcncelefs  women,  and  fhot  them  by  hundreds, 
with  infants  in  their  arms  ?  Did  they  ever  hear  of 
men,  born  in  America,  or  in  any  other  country  ex- 
cept France,  favage  enough  to  tear  out  the  haart  of 
a  human  being  and  bite  it  with  their  teeth  ;  rip  open 
women  with  child,  and  flick  the  quivering  embryo 
on  the  point  of  their  bayonets  ?  Is  there  any  Ameri- 
can bafe  enough  to  fay  that  vv'e  were  guilty  of  thefe 
thiniTs  ?  And  if  we  never  v^'cre,  in  the  name  of  all- 
that's  impudent,  how  durfl.  they  thus  infult  us  by 
comparing  the  events  of  our  revolution  to  thofe  of 
their  own  ? — Never,  till  I  heard  this  difpatch  read, 
did  I  wifh  for  a  feat  among  the  Lcgiflators  of  the 
Union.     Had  I  been  on  that  floor,  this  iietSloring 
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epirtle  fhonld  never  have  gone  into  the  world,  vi^ith- 
out  beuig  accompanied  with  a  proof,  that  one  Ame- 
rican at  leall  felt  as  he  ought  to  do  the  indignity 
oflVredto  the  character  of  his  nation  *. 

But  let  us  proceed  to  another  paflage. — "  Soon 
"  did  the  people  of  the  United  States  perceive  that 
«'  every  vi6tory  of  ours  flrengthened  their  inde- 
"  pendence  and  happinefs.  They  were  deeply  af- 
**  fe61ed  at  our  momentary  misfortunes,  occalioned 
*•  by  treafons  purchafed  by  Englifli  gold.  They 
''  have  celebrated  with  rapture  the  fuccefTes  of  our 
*'  brave  armies." 

Now,  let  me  afk  who  are  thofe  people  of  the 
United  States,  that  *'  foon perceived'"  that  what  Maf- 
ter  Merlin  pleafes  to  call  vielories  Jirengthened  \ht\v 
independence  and  happinefs  ?  For  my  part,  I  was  fo 
far  from  perceiving  this  ybo/z,  that  I  have  never  per- 
ceived it  at  all ;  no,  nor  even  imagined  either.  It 
would  be  but  a  poor  pitiful  independence,  I  am. 
afraid,  were  it  dependant  on  their  victories.  Their 
vi6lories,  if  we  ought  to  call  vi^lories  what  has 
been  purchafed  by  the  ruin  of  an  empire,  have  been 
in  a  quarter  v/here  we  have  neither  territory  nor 
commercial  connexions.  What  is  their  overrun- 
ning the  Low  Countries  to  us  ?  What  fafety  can  we 
poflibly  derive  from  their  fuccels  in  Savoy,  or  their 
late  victory  on  the  Rhine  f  Had  they  fallied  out,  in- 
deed, and  deftroyed  the  great  Leviathan,  and  efta- 
blifhed  for  ever  the  liberty  of  the  leas,  as  they  faith- 
fully promifed  us  they  would,  I  fhould  have  liflencd 
to  them  ;  but,  alas !   the  fea  monfter  ilill  rails  about. 


*  Left  the  reader  fiiotild  imagine  that  the  hornd  di.zti.i.  glanced 
at  in  this  paragra})h  are  advanced  at  random,  1  reter  hiai  to  the 
Bloody  Buoy.  In  this  work  the  affrighted  reader  will  fee  clear  con- 
vincing proofs  of  fuch  confummate  viilany,  fuch  refinement  in 
barbarity,  as  never  before  entered  into  the  heart  of  the  moft  fa- 
vage  butcher  of  the  hum^n  fpecits. 
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fweeping  them  from  the  face  of  the  waters,  when- 
ever he  meets  with  them.  This  is  fine  Itrengthen- 
ing  of  our  independence  ! 

Belides,  there  is  fometbing  in  the  very  idea  of  an 
independence  that  llands  in  need  of  the  ftrength  of 
another  nation,  which,  to  me,  appears  ridiculous. 
Independence  ought  to  imply  capacity  to  Jiavd 
alone.  If,  then,  we  have  this  capacity,  what  need 
have  we  of  French  aid  ?  And,  if  we  have  it  not,  we 
do  wrong  to  t.'lk.  about  independence  at  all  ;  for,  a 
dependant  independence  is  tlie  moft  unenviable  frate 
into  which  a  poor  helplefs  nation  ever  fell. — It  is 
eafy  to  difcover  why  they  are  continually  plying  us 
with  this  old  threadbare  tale  ;  but  it  is  not  fo  eafy 
to  difcover  how  it  happens  that  lb  many  among  ns 
are  ftill  their  dupes. 

We  now  come  to  the  "  Englifh  gold."  They 
tell  us,  that  the  people  of  this  country  "  were  deep- 
**  ly  affected  at  their  momentary  misfortunes,' occa- 
"  lioned  by  treafons  purchafcd  by  Englifh  gold." 
■ — This  is  an  excellent  way  of  accounting  for  mif- 
fortunes.  When  the  French  gain  a  victory,  it  is  by 
their  valour,  but  when  they  are  beaten,  it  is  by  the 
gold  of  their  enemies.  There  is  one  circuraflance 
here,  which,  it  would  feem,  our  dear  friend  Mer- 
lin overlooked ;  and  that  is,  wlicre  there  are  trea- 
fons there  muft  be  traitors,  and  v/here  there  is  cor- 
ruption there  muft  be  receivers  as  well  as  givers. 
This  being  the  cafe,  it  naturally  follows,  that  this 
Englifh  gold  has  been  received  by  corrupt  French 
traitors.  Whether  this  does  them  honour  or  not, 
or  whether  it  be  a  circumftance  that  ought  to  excite 
our  confidence  in  their  nation,  I  leave  the  reader 
to  determine. 

But  how  does  this  apply  to  ourlclves  } — What 
have  we  to  do  with  their  money  matters  ? — Ah  ! 
perhaps  the  reader  does  not  fee  why  this  Englitli 
gold  was   flipped  into  the  flag  epiftle.     It  was  not 
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witiiout  a  motive,  I  can  aflTure  him.  The  writers 
knew  that  their  cpiftle  would  he  puhliflicd  in  this 
country,  and  they  looked  upon  it  as  a  hne  oppor- 
tunity to  hint  at  Engliih  corruption,  when  the  treaty 
was  ahout  to  arrive  among  us  *.  They  knew  alfo 
that  they  had  made  abundant  ufc  of  gold  them- 
felves ;  and  we  have  ever  feen  that  it  is  the  praiStice 
of  the. world  to  cry  out  on  others,  w^hile  liie  lia 
lies  at  their  own  door. 

We  have  heard  much  talk  ahout  Englifh  gold, 
or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  the  "   gold  of  Pitt ;" 
but  I  would  venture  my  life,  that  there  is  not  a  tin- 
gle perfon  in  the  United  States,  who  believes  that  it 
has  been  employed  among  us.     A  proof,  an  infalli- 
ble proof,  that   it  has   not,  we  hear  it  exclaimed 
againft.     Gold  has  a  different  effect :  it  ever  makes 
converts  :  it  opens  the  mouth  of  the  boifterous  de- 
magogue againft  every   body  elfe  but  the  donor. 
Had  Mr.  Pitt  known  "  the  pretended  patriots  of 
*^  America,"  as  well  as  Citizen  Fauchct  did  ;  had 
be  known  that  their  confcicnces  were  ffoino;  off  dof^:- 
cheap,  he  might  have  employed   a   few  thoufand 
guineas  to    good   purpofe.     He  might  have  bought 
up  all  the  Democratic  Societies  in  the  country  at  the 
rcafonable  rate  of  twenty  pounds  ^^r  club.     Thele 
remarks    may    poflibly    reach   Mr.    Pitt ;    if   they 
fhould,  I  hereby  engage,  if  he  will  fend  me  a  bank 
bill   of  ten  thoufand  pounds,  to  turn  the  hearts  of 
all  this  horde  of  patriots  in  the  courfe  of  one  month 
from  the  date  of  my  receipt.     I  will  not  only  lilence 
their   execrations  againft  him,  but  will  turn  their 
cerberean  bowlings  into  fongs  of  praife.     Inftead  of 
the  bloody  Ca  ira  and  the  brutal  Curmagnuh,  I  will 
make  them  bawl  out,  '«  Britannia  rule  the  Waves  ;'* 
nay,    even  "  God  lave  great  George  our  King.'* 


*  Thisepiftle  was  written  in  0(5lober,  1794;  and  confequently 
they  expcaed  it  would  arrive  here  before  Mr.  Jay,. 
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And  all  this  I  undertake  to  do  for  the  rcafonable 
commiiTion  of  twenty-five  fer  cent.  The  reader 
may,  iperhaps,  look  upon  this  ,as  prefumptlon  in 
me ;  but  when  he  recolle(5i's  that  I  have  to  do  with 
Democratic  Societies  ;  when  he  rccolledls  that  Citi- 
zen Faucbct  could  have  "  determined  on  m?// war 
"  or  on  peace ^''''  with  the  aid  of  only  "  a  few  thou- 
"  fand  of  dollars,*'  he  will  be  ready  to  allow,  that 
I  could  perform  what  1  here  promiie  with  ten  thou- 
iand  e;ood  Dounds  fterhng. 

'In  the  next  fentence  of  the  pafTage  above  quoted. 
Merlin  tells  us,  that  the  people  of  America  "  cele- 
<^  brated  with  rapture  the  fuccefTes  of  the  brave 
"  French  armies." — Ave,  ave,  and  of  the  hrave 
French  feets  too.  I  wifh  Mafter  Merlin  had  fpoken 
as  little  truth  here  as  he  has  done  in  the  refi.  of  his 
epiiile.  For  my  part,  I  have  ever  been  afhamed  of 
thefe  celebrations  of  the  French  fuccefTes  :  they  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  indications  of  a  fpirit  of  partia- 
lity, very  unbecoming  in  a  people  who  were  conti- 
nually putting  in  their  claims  to  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  'neutrality.  But  let  us  do  juftice  here. 
Who  were  thefe  civic  fealters  ? — "  The  people  of 
*'  America,"  fays  Merlin;  but  Merlin  is  a  little 
mifl:aker>  here.  They  vvere  compoled  of  the  drunken 
rabble  of  fom.e  great  towns,  headed  by  thofe  v/ho 
were  very  probably  in  the  pay  of  the  Convention. 
I  am  aware  that  I  fhall  be  told  here,  that  the  can- 
nons of  the  State  of  Pennfyivania  were  fired  at  thefe 
feafts,  that  the  Governor  afiifled  in  perfon,  and  that 
hmourahle  mention  is  made  of  him,  in  the  proch- 
'verhai  {ov  n^nutes  of  the  proceedings)  fent  to  the 
French  Government ;  but  this  will  not  make  me  re- 
ti:a6l  what  I  have  faid  about  drujiken  rabhie,  nor 
about  thofc  who  were  very  probably  in  the  pay  of 
the  Convention  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  produce  this 
circumltartce  as  a  proof  of  thefe  my  aflcrtions. 

I  fliall 
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I  lliall  take  particular  notice  of  but  one  pafTage 
inore  of  this  loving  legiflative  epiftle. — **  Au  ana- 
"  logy  ofpolitical  principles;  the  natural  relations  of 
"  comraerce  and  indullry  ;  the  efforts  and  imrnenfe 
"  facrificcs  of  both  nations,  in  the  defence  of  li- 
"  berty  and  equality  ;  the  blood  which  they  have 
fpilled  together  ;  their  avowed  hatred  for  def- 
pots;  the  moderation  of  their  political  views,; 
the  difinterellednefs  of  their  councils  ;  and  efpe- 
cially  the  fuccefs  of  the  vows  which  they  have  made- 
hi  the prejenoe  of  the  Supreme  Beings  to  be  free,  or 
"  die, — all  combine  to  render  indeftruclible  the 
"^  connexions  which  they  have  formed." 

And  do  they  tell  us,  that  our  vows  to  the  Su- 
preme   Being  refemble   theirs  ?  And  have  they  the 
aflurance  to  talk  to  us  about  the  Supreme  Being, 
after  the  publication  of  their  decrees  ?  Do  we  not 
know,  that  one  of  this  very  Convention  vvho  writes 
to  us  thus,  mounted  the  tribune  of  the  Atiembly, 
and  called  on  them  to  "  throw  down  the  altars  of 
**  God  ?"     And  do  we  not   knov/,  that   the  Con- 
vention, in  conlequence  of  this  impious  motion,  de- 
creed, that  the  French  people  acknowledged  no  other 
god,  or  rather  goddefs,  but  Reofon  f  They  not  only 
inftituted  and  celebrated   a   feliival  to   this   new- 
fangled deity,  but  2i  jiruinpet  was  accoutred  in  the 
habiliments  of  Reafon,  feated  on  a  throne   of  turf, 
furrounded  with  the  inlignia  of  what  fhe  was  laid  to 
reprefent,  and  in  this  guife  received  the  adoi-ations 
of  the  Convention,  as  well  as  of  the  people  of  Paris. 
Can  we  have  forgotten  thefe  things  ?  Can   we  have 
forgotten  the  decree  that  orders  all  religious  books 
to  be  burnt,  and  can  we  have  forgotten  that  this  was 
really  done  ?  Who  were  the  men,  then,  that  did  all 
this?  The  very  Convention,    that  now  talks  to  us 
about  the  Supreme  Being. — But  vv-e  are   told  that 
they  have  now  abjured  their  errors  ;  that  they  have 
now  iit:cretid  that  there  is  a  God.-^Decreed{\ydi{\\t^xQ 
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is  a  God  !  What  blafphem}'  !  As  if  it  were  as  eafy 
to  overturn  the  throne  of  Heaven,  as  that  of  their 
own  country  !  Is  there  any  Chriftian,  is  there  any 
man,  that  can  hear  language  Hke  this  without 
fliuddcring  ?  Arc  thefe  our  principles  ? — No  :  we 
imitate  them  in  nothing.  And  1  hope  in  God  we 
never  fhall. 

I  niufi  now  infert  the  letter  of  the  PVench  Minif- 
ter  and  that  of  the  Prefidcnt,  which  were  commu- 
nicated to  the  Iloufe  immediately  after  the  difpatch 
I  have  juft  been  remarking  on.  But,  firll  of  all,  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  give  the  letter  of  the  Preli- 
dent,  by  which  the  bulincis  was  opened  to  the  Con- 
grefs. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and  of  the 
lioufe  of  Rcprefenfatives, 

A  letter  from  the  Minificr  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  Republic,  received  on  the22d  oflall  month, 
covered  an  addrefs  dated  the  21ft  ofOrtober,  1794, 
from  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  to  the  Repre- 
fentatives  of  the  L^nited  States  in  Congrefs  ;  and  alio 
informed  me  that  he  was  inflru^led  by  the  Committee 
to  prcfent  to  the  United  States  the  colours  of  France. 
I  therefore  propol'ed  to  receive  them  laft  Friday,  the 
iirftday  of  the  new  year,  a  day  of  general  joy  and 
congratulation.  On  that  day  the  JNIinifter  of  the 
French  Republic  delivered  the  colours,  with  an  ad- 
drefs, to  which  I  returned  an  anfwer.  Bv  the  latter 
the  Iloufe  will  fee  tliat  I  have  informed  the  Mini  ft er, 
that  the  colours  will  be  depofited  with  the  archives 
of  the  United  States.  But  it  feemed  to  me  proper 
■previoufly  to  exhibit  to  the  two  Houfes  of  Congrel's 
ihefe  evidences  of  the  continued  friendfhip  of  the 
French  Republic,  together  with  the  fentiments  ex- 
T)reiied  by  me  on  the  occalion  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States.     They  are  herewith  communicated. 

G.  Washington. 

French 
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French  Mhvjlers  Letter. 

Mr.  President, 

I  come  to  acquit  myfelf  of  a  duty  veryMear  to  my 
heart. — I  come  to  depofit  in  your  liands,  and  in  the 
midtl  of  a  people  jultly  renowned  for  their  courage 
and  their  love  of  liberty,  the  fymbol  oi  the  triumphs 
and  of  theenfranchifement  of  my  nation. 

When  flie  broke  her  chains ; — when  fhe  pro- 
claimed the  imprefcriptible  rights  of  man  ; — when, 
in  a  terrible  war,  fhe  lealed  with  her  blood  the  co- 
venant flie  had  made  with  Liberty, — her  own  happi- 
iiefs  was  not  alone  the  obje6l  of  her  glorious  etibrts  ; 
— her  views  extended  alfo  to  all  free  people.  She 
faw  their  interefts  blended  with  her  own,  and  doubly 
rejoiced  in  her  victories,  which  in  alfuring  to  her  the 
enjoyment  of  her  rights,  became  to  them  new  gua- 
rantees of  their  inclfpeiulence. 

Thefe  fentiments,  which  animated  the  French 
nation  from  the  dawn  of  their  revolution,  have  ac- 
quired new  ilrcngth  lince  the  foundation  of  the  Re- 
public. France,  at  that  time,  by  the  form  of  its 
government,  aflimilated  to,  or  rather  identified  with, 
free  people,  liuv  in  them  only  friends  and  brothers. 
Long  accuiloraed  to  regard  the  American  people  as 
hei:  moll  faithful  allies,  fhe  has  fought  to  draw  clofer  ' 
the  ties  already  formed  in  the  fields  of  America,  un- 
der the  aufpices  of  vi6tory,  over  the  ruins  of  ty- 
ranny. 

The  National  Convention,  the  organ  of  the  will 
of  the  French  nation,  have  more  than  once  ex- 
prefTed  their  fentiments  to  the  American  people  ;— 
but,  above  all,  thefe  burft  forth  on  that  auguft  day, 
when  the  Minifler  of  the  United  States  prefented  to 
the  National  Reprelentation  the  colours  of  his 
country.  Defiring  never  to  lofe  recollections  as 
dear  to  Frenchmen  as  they  mufl  be  to  Americans,  the 
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Convention  ordered  that  thefe  colours  fhould  be 
placed -in  the  hall  of  their  fittings.  They  had  expe- 
rienced fenfations  too  agreeable  not  to  caufe  them  to 
be  partaken  of  by  their  allies,  and  decreed  that  to 
them  the  National  colours  ihould  be  prefented. 

Mr.  Prefident,  I  do  not  doubt  their  expeiSlations 
will  be  fulfilled ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  every  ci- 
tizen will  receive  with  a  pleating  emotion,  this 
flag,  elfewhere  the  terror  of  the  enemies  of  liberty, 
here  the  certain  pledge  of  faithful  friendfliip;  efpe- 
cially  when  they  recollect  that  it  guides  to  combat, 
men  who  have  Jliared  their  to'ils^  and  who  were  pre- 
pared for  liberty  by  aiding  them  to  acquire  their 
own, 

(Signed)         P.  k,  Adet. 

Pirfidefifs  Arifwer, 

Born,  Sir,  in  a  land  of  liberty  ;  having  early 
learned  its  value ;  having  engaged  in  a  perilous 
confiift  to  defend\\.  ;  having,  in  a  word,  devoted  the 
befl:  years  of  my  life  to  fecure  its  permanent  eftablifh- 
ment  in  my  own  country  ;  my  anxious  recolled^ions, 
xny  fympathetic  feelings,  and  my  befl  wifhes  are  ir- 
reliflibly  excited,  whenfoever  in  any  country  I  fee  an 
opprefled  nation  unfurl  the  banners  of  freedom. 
But  above  all,  the  events  of  the  French  revolution 
have  produced  the  deepefl  folicitude,  as  well  as  the 
higheft  admiration.  To  call  your  nation  brave 
were  to  pronounce  but  common  praife.  Wonder- 
ful people  !  Ages  to  come  will  read  with  afionifh- 
jiient  the  hifrory  of  your  brilliant  exploits  !  I  rejoice 
that  the  period  of  your  toils  and  of  your  immenfe 
facrifices  is  approaching.  I  rejoice  that  the  intereft- 
ing  revolutionary  movements  of  fo  many  years  have 
illued  in  the  formation  of  a  conftitution  defigned  to 
give  permanency  to  the  great  objedt  for  which  you 
have  contended.  I  rejoice  that  liberty,  which  you 
have  fo  long  embraced  with  enthuliaUn, — liberty,  of 

which 
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which  you  have  been  the  invincible  defenders,  now 
finds  an  afylum  in  the  bolbm  of  a  regularly  orga- 
nized government ; — a  Jiovernment,  which,  being 
formed  tofecure  the  happinefs  of  the  French  people, 
correfponds  with  the  ardent  wilhcs  of  my  heart, 
while  it  gratifies  the  pride  of  every  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  by  its  rcfemblance  to  their  own. — 
On  thefe  glorious  events,  accept,  Sir,  ray  uncere 
congratulations. 

In  dehvcring  to  you  tJiefe  fenlhneyits^  lexprcfs  not 
my  own  feelings  only,  but  thofe  of  my  fellow-citi- 
zens, in  relation  to  the  comimnceynent,  i\\c  prcgrcfs, 
and  the  ijfae  of  the  French  revolution  *  ;  and  they 
will  cordially  join  with  me  in  pureil  v/iflies  to  the 
Supreme  Being,  that  the  citizens  of  our  litter  re- 
public, our  magnanimous  allies,  may  loon  enjoy  in 
peace,  that  liberty,  which  they  have  purchafed  at 
fo  great  a  price,  and  all  the  happinefs  which  liberty 
can  beftow. 

I  receive,  Sir,  with  lively  fenfibility,  the  fymbol 
of  the  triumphs  and  of  the  enfranchifement  of  your 
nation,  the  colours  of  France,  which  you  have  now 
prefented  to  the  United  States.  The  tranfadlion  will 
be  announced  to  Congrefs  ;  and  the  colours  will  be 
depofited  with  thofe  archives  of  the  United  States, 
which  are  at  once  the  evidences  and  the  memorial!* 
of  their  freedom  and  independence.  May  thefe  be 
perpetual !  and  may  the  friendfhip  of  the  two  re- 
publics be  commenfurate  whh  their  exifience  ! 

G.  Washington. 

There  is  nothing  in  this  letter  of  the  French 
Miniiter,  which  feems  to  call  for  a  remark,  after 
what  I  have  faid  on  the  letter  of  the  Committee  of 
Public  Safety,  except  it  be  the   clofing  fenlence  ; 

*  This  was  after  the  reign  of  RobcTpierre ! 
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where  lie  tells  us,  that  the  flag  guides  to  combat 
men  who  have  lliared  our  lo/h,  and  who  were  pre- 
pared for  liberty  by  aufmj^  us  to  acquire  our  own. 

The  firll:  thing  I  fliall  take  notice  of  here.  Is, 
their  aiding  us  to  acquire  I'lherfy.  If  this  be  true, 
we  knew  not  what  liberty  was  before  their  arrival. 
We  were,  then,  Jlaves  to  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. Take  care,  Mr.  Adet ;  you  have  touched  on 
a  tender  flrin^r  here  !  What !  Sir,  were  we  Haves  ? 
And  are  we  yet  theyo;/>f  of  Jlavts?  If  you  find  me 
one  fingle  American  (of  Britilh  defcent)  who  will 
allow  thiiit  he  is  the  fou  of  a  JJave,  Y\\  give  you 
leave  to  guillotine  me  to-morrow  morning,  frefh^ 
and  failing. 

The  Prefident  begins  his  anfwer  by  rejc(5ling  this 
degrading  idea.  "  Born^  Sir,  'm  a  land  of  liberty.^'' 
As  if  he  had  faid  :  No,  no,  Sir,  lam  uo  freed  man  ; 
I  was  never  a  flave  ;  I  was  horyi  free.' — ''  Bfjrn,  Sir, 
"  in  a  land  of  liberty;  having  early  learnrd  its  va- 
**  lue  ;  having  engaged  in  a  perilous  conflict  to  de- 
**  fend  it ;"  and  not  to  acquire  it.  This  is  the  lan- 
guage of  every  American  that  has  too  much  refpeft 
for  himfelf  and  his  ancefrors,  to  allow  that  he  is  no 
better  than  a  freed  negro.  To  talk  of  aiding  us  to 
acquire  our  libertyy  what  is  it  but  to  put  us  on  a  foot- 
ing wdth  thofe  deluded  wretches,  whom  Victor 
Hugues  is  now  niding  to  acquire  their  liberty  at  St. 
Vincent's  and  Granada  ? 

And  with  refpe6f  to  the  aid  that  we  received  from 
France  ;  there  are  but  very  few  of  us  nowadays 
who  are  not  well  convinced,  that  that  aid  was  af- 
forded from  motives  that  call  for  no  mighty  degree 
of  gratitude  ;  and  even  if  we  could  ever  have  had 
a  doubt  of  this,  the  exprefs  declarations  of  the  Con- 
vention would  have  removed  it.  But,  fuppoling 
the  aid  to  have  been  given  from  motives  of  pure  love 
to  us,  and  regard  to  our  welfare;  who  gave  it? 
Not  the  National   Convention.     It  was  a   King, 

whon^ 
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whom  that  Convention  has  put  to  dcath.—The  Mi- 
niller  tells  us,  that  the  flag  ''  guides  to  combat, 
"  men  who  have  Jhared  our  toils."  What  !  did 
the  armies  of  the  Convention  ever  fhare  our  toils  ? 
I  fancy  we  Ihall  find,  that  few  of  tlie  men  who 
Ihared  our  toils  have  elcaped  the  fatal  axe.  Thofe 
that  did,  are  pining  away  their  days  in  a  difmal 
dungeon,  or  are  fled  into  fome  foreign  land;  nay, 
forae  of  the  men  who  fhared  our  toils,  are  now 
fharing  the  toils  of  the  Britiih,  inftead  of  the  French 
armies. 

Any  hint  of  this  kind  might,  then,  have  been 
fpared  at  the  prefenting  of  the  thunderbolt  flag ; 
butj  it  teems,  we  are  never  to  hear  the  lafl  of  this 
afliflance  received  from  France.  Not  a  letter,  not 
a  communication,  be  it  ever  fo  fliort  or  fo  trifling, 
do  we  ever  receive  without  being  reminded  of  it. 
It  is  a  maxim,  that,  when  once  an  obligation  is 
mentioned  by  the  obliging  party,  the  obligation 
ceal'es.  How  often,  then,  has  our  obligation  ceafed  ? 
**  Time  was,"  fays  Macbeth,  '*  when  the  breath 
*^  was  out,  men  ceafed  to  exifl  ;  but  now  they  rife 
"  from  their  graves  with  twenty  mortal  murders  on 
<*  their  heads,  and  pufli  us  from  our  ilools."  So  it 
is  with  our  obligation  to  the  French  ;  in  vain  do 
we  pay,  in  vain  do  we  difcharge  it,  in  vain  do  they 
forfeit  all  demand  on  us  ;  ftill,  like  the  grifly  ghofl: 
of  Banquo,  does  it  rife  and  flare  us  in  the  face.  I 
hope  our  children,  at  any  rate,  will  have  the  courage 
to  fay,  "  Shake  not  thy  gory  locks  at  us;  thou 
**  canfl  not  fay  'twas  we." 

1  do  not  know  how  my  neighbours  may  think  on 
this  fubje<5\  ;  but,  for  me,  I  cannot  bear  the  idea  of 
this  everlafting  debt  of  gratitude.  It  lies  like  a 
mountain  on  my  breift.  Is  it  redeemable  ?  if  it  be, 
for  the  love  of  Heaven,  let  us  pay  it  ofl',  and  have 
done  with  it.  If  I  can  find  but  ten  men  to  join  me, 
I'll  petition  Congrefs  to  lay  a  poll-tax  of  a  guinea  a 

head 
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head  for  that  purpofe  ;  that  we  may  be  able,  once 
before  we  die,  to  fay  sve  are  out  of  debt. 

But  it  is  time  to  come  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  received  the  flag, 
this  pledge  of  the  friendfhip  of  the  Convcntton. 

Mr.  Giles  informed  the  Houfe,  that  having  been 
aware  that  the  flag  would  be  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
this  day,  coniidcring  it  as  an  additional  tedimony  of 
the  afFedion  of  France,  and  it  having  been  the 
pra6lice,  on  analogous  occafions,  for  the  Houfe  to 
pxprefs  their  fentiments  independent  of  the  other 
branch,  he  had  prepared  a  refolution  expreffive  of 
what  he  conceived  would  be  their  fenfe  on  the  occa- 
lion.     It  was  nearly  in  the  words  following : 

"  Refohed,  Th'at  the  Prefident  of  the  United 
States  be  requeued  to  make  known  to  the  Repre- 
fentatives of  the  French  People,  that  the  Houfe  has 
received  with  the  moft  lively  fenfations  the  commu- 
nications of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  on 
the  2 1  ft  of  October,  1794,  accompanied  with  the 
colours  of  the  French  Republic,  and  to  affure  them 
that  the  prefentation  of  the  colours  of  France  to  the 
Congrefs  of  the  United  States  is  deemed  a  moll  ho- 
nourable teftimony  of  the  exifting  fympathy  andaf- 
fedlions  of  the  two  republics,  founded  upon  their 
folid  and  reciprocal  interefts :  that  the  Houfe  re- 
joices in  the  opportunity  of  congratulating  the 
French  Republic  on  the  brilliant  and  glorious 
achievements  accomplifhed  under  it,  during  the 
prefent  affli6tive  war,  and  that  they  hope  thofe 
achievements  will  be  attended  with  a  perfeft  attain- 
ment of  their  objedt,  the  permanent  ellablifhment 
of  the  liberty  and  happinefs  of  that  great  and  mag- 
nanimous people.'* 

Mr.  Sedgwick  wlfhcd  that  a  thoufand  copies  of 
the  comraunications  might  be  printed,  and  the  far- 
ther 
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iher  confideration  of  the  meffage  deferred  till  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Harper  and  Mr.  W.  Smith  alfo  recom- 
mended a  delay.  In  the  fentimcnts  of  the  refolu- 
tion  they  both  agreed.  Perhaps  the  wording  might 
be  Tomewhat  altered. 

Mr.  Swan  WICK  was  againft  poftponing  the  con- 
lideration  of  the  meffage,  and  obfervcd  that  the 
Convention,  on  receiving  a  iimilar  prefent  from  this 
country,  had  proceeded  inllantly  to  a  vote  refpedl- 
ing  it. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  recommended  to  alter  the  wording 
of  the  refolution,  by  inferting  the  Execi^tive  of 
France,  inftead  of  the  Re  prefent  at  ives  of  the  French 
People,  to  whom  the  meffage  in  reply  was  to  be  di- 
re6led. 

Mr.  Sherbourne  obferved,  that  the  difference  of 
opinion  rcfpe6ling  the  branch  of  Government  to 
which  the  anfwer  of  the  Houie  fhould  be  addreffed, 
furnifhed  an  additional  reafon  for  a  poftponement. 
He  highly  refpedled  the  author  of  the  motion,  and 
believed  his  own  feelings  on  the  prefent  occafion  as 
fervent  as  thofe  of  any  member.  And  though  the 
feelings  of  the  Houfe  might  not  be  as  ardent  on  the 
morrow  as  at  this  moment,  yet  he  prefumed  that  the 
fentimcnt  would  be  the  fame.  He  conceived  that  it 
would  be  more  fatisfadlory  to  the  Republic,  and 
more  conlifrent  with  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe,  that 
their  anfwer  fhould  be  therefult  of  cool  deliberation, 
than  a  fudden  impulfe  of  enthuliafm,  which  the 
prefent  occafion  was  calculated  to  infpire.  He 
would  therefore  move  that  the  farther  confideration 
of  the  refolution  on  the  table  be  pofi^poned  till  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  SwANWiCK  thought  a  poftponement  in  this 
cafe,  as  in  many  others,  would  only  be  a  wafle  of 
time.     The  motion  was  negatived,   Mr.  W.  Smith's 

amendment 
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amendment  was  then  taken  up,  and,  after  fome  con- 
vevlation,  was  alio  nega lived. 

Mr,  Fakkek  moved  an  amendment  as  follows  : 
*'•  That  tills  Hoiife  has  received  with  the  mo(^^n- 
eere  and  lively  fentibility,"  &c.  The  amendment 
was  for  inferting  tlic  two  words  in  italics,  to  which 
the  Houle  confented.  The  meflage  was  then  voted 
nnanimoufly,  and  a  thonfand  copies  of  the  commu- 
nications and  relblutions  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 
A  Committee  of  tv^^o  members  was  appointed  to  Vv'ait 
on  the  Prcfident,  and  inform  him  of  the  refolution 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Oh,  fy  !  Mr.  Sedgwick  !  how  could  you  propofe 
to  put  otf  thecontideration  of  this  charming  fubjedt 
till  the  next  day  ?  A  delay  of  a  whole  twenty-four 
hours  !  Upon  my  word,  Sir,  fuch  a  proportion  in- 
dicated but  little  regard  for  our  liiler  Republic. 
How  different  the  condu6i  of  Mr.  Giles  !  He  comes 
\.o  the  Houle  with  a  refoJufion  in  his  pocket,  ready 
prepared,  even  before  the  communication  is  received. 
Happy  member  !  He  has  thus  got  the  flart  of  you 
all  in  the  affections  of  our  very  dear  allies.  Mr. 
Parker  made,  indeed,  a  pulh  to  come  in  with  him, 
by  adding  the  word  Jincere;  but  we  all  know  that 
the  lirll  Itep  is  every  thing  in  like  cafes. — Sincere  ^Xifi 
lively -arc  not,  'tis  true,  the  propereft  epithets  that 
could  be  placed  before  the  word  Jenjibihiy  ;  but  it 
would  be  mere  pedantry  to  Inbjec^;  to  rules  of  pro-: 
priety,  a  relblution  dic^tated  by  that  "  fudden  im- 
^'  pulfe  of  enlhujiafni,  which  the  prefent  occalio^ 
"  was  calculated  to  infpire." 

Mr.   SwANwicK    (don't   fmilc,  reader)    favv,  at 
once,  the  impropriety  of  pofiponing  the  conlidera- 
tion  ;   becaule — becauie  what  ? — becaufe"  the  Con- 
vention, on  receiving  a  fnnilar  prtfent  from   this 
'  country,  had  proceeded  inltantly  to  a  vote  refpe6l~ 
ing  it."— And  who  told  you,  my  dear  little  ora- 
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tor,  that  "  llie  Convention  had  received  a  limilar 
*'  prefetif  from  this  coniitry  ?'' — Who  is  this  count ryf 
What  is  It  ?  1  am  well  informed  that  neither  the  Go- 
vernment nor  the   Leii;Iflature  knew  any  thing  at  all 
about  the  matter,    till  an  account  of  it  appeared  in 
the  newfpapcrs  ;  and  you  are  not  to  learn,  I  pre- 
fume,  that  whatever  an  ambaiiador  does  of  his  own 
head,  is  in  no  wife    binding  on  his  country.     But 
ilippofe  even  that  the  American  flag  delivered  to 
the  Convention,  had  been  a  prefent  from  this  coun- 
try, tlieir  manner  of  receiving  it  could  have  but  lit- 
tle weight  here,  with  men  who  were  not  devoted  to 
their  interefts   rather   tlian   to   thofe   of  America. 
How  long,  I  pray,  have  their  mealiires  become  pre- 
cedents here  ?  "  They  proceeded  to  a  vote  inivantly." 
And  when  did  they  do  otherwife  ?   When   did  thej 
hefitate  ?   When  they  decreed  that  each  department 
iliould  build  ajliip  of  the  Hut',  there  was  no  helitation, 
any  more  than  when  they  decreed  that  there  Ihould 
ho.  no  more  beggars  \n  France,  and  no   more  kings  in 
Europe.     Bolides,  if  you  are  to  imitate  the  Conven- 
tion,  I'll  affure  you,  you  mull:  make  a  very  consi- 
derable change  in    the   Houle  of   ReprefentatiVes. 
You  mull:  have  half  a  dozen  negroes  and  mulattoes 
amongft  you  ;  and   It   would  have  been  neceirary, 
the  day  before  the  reception  of  this  pretty  prel'ent, 
for  your  Speaker  to  receive  and  embrace  an  old  negro 
woman  at  the  head   of  her  many-coloured  progeny. 
Even  the   ceremony   itlelf  mull   have  undergone  a 
chaniTe ;   for  the  American   fia«;  was  carried  to  the 
Convcnticm    by     an    American;     confequently    the 
French  flag  fhould  have  been  brouglit  in  by  a  French- 
man; and,  if  the  imitation  was  to   be  perfect  in  al! 
its  parts,  your  Speaker  fhould  have  defcended  from 
bis  feat,  and   given    this  l^carer  the   fraternal    hug. 
How  vain,  then,  was  it  to  talk  about   imitations  ! 
Before   you   afpire  to  this  fublime  perledlion  in  pa- 
triotifm,  you  and  vour  party  n)uH   raife  us  to  the 
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height  of  the  French  people  ;  a  change  more  eafy 
to  attempt  than  accompUfh,  whatever  you  may 
pleafe  to  think  of  it. 

As  I  have  already  taken  np  Co  much  Of  the  read- 
er's time  with  this  flag,  I  fnall  not,  at  prefent,  en- 
ter into  an  inquiry  whether  it  was  proper,  or  not,  to 
make  the  Prelidcnt  of  the  United  States  a  fort  of  go- 
between  to  the  Congrefs  and  the  Convention  ;  nor 
fhall  I  afk  how  the  American  AmbafTador  at  Paris 
came  to  think  of  involving  his  Government  in  fuch 
an  affair ;  I  fhall  only  obferve,  that,  as  I  believe  it 
is  the  firft  inflance  of  legiflative  affemblies  fending 
prefents  to  each  other,  fo,  I  hope,  it  will  be  the 
bfl. 
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BLOODY  BUOY, 

THROWN    OUT    AS    A 

Warning  to  the  political  Pilots  of  all  Nations  s 

OR)     A 

FAITHFUL  RELATION 

OF  A   MULTITUDE  OF 

ACTS  OF  HORRID  BARBARITY. 

SUCH     AS     THE      EYE      NEVER.      WITNESSED,      THE      TONGUE 

EXPRESSED,    OR.    THE    IMAGINATION    CONCEIYED| 

UNTIL  THE    COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE 

FRENCH    REFOLUTION. 

TO   WHICH  IS  ABDED 

AN     INSTRUCTIVE    ESSAY, 

Tracing  thefe  dreadful  EffeBs  to  their  real  Caufeu 


"  You  will  plunge  your  country  into  an  abyfs  of  eternal  deteftation  and 
"  infamy  ;  and  the  annals  of  your  boafled  revolution  will  ferve  as  a  Bloody 
*'  BuoT,  warning  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  keep  aloof  from  the  mighty 
"  lUtfl."  Ahhe  Maurfi  Sfeeih  t9  the  NatiQnaUJpmblf. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


HE  obje6l  of  the  following  work  is  to  give  the 
people  of  America  a  firiking  and  experimental  proof 
of  the  horrible  efie6is  of  anarchy  and  infidelity. 

The  neceiiity  of  fuch  an  undertaking,  at  thi;^ 
time,  would  have  been,  in  a  great  meafure,  pre- 
cluded, had  our  public  prints  been  conduced  witli 
that  impartiality  and  undaunted  adherence  to  truth, 
which  the  intcrefis  of  the  community  and  offufier- 
ing  humanity  demanded  from  them.  But,  fo  fat 
from  this,  the  greater  part  of  thofe  vehicles  of  in- 
formation have  moll  induftrioufly  concealed,  or 
glofled  over,  the  a6tions,  as  well  as  the  motives  of 
the  ruling  povv'ers  in  France  ;  they  have  extenuated 
all  their  unheard-of  a6ls  of  tyranny,  on  the  falfe, 
but  fpecious  pretence,  that  they  were  conducive  to 
the  eftablilTiment  of  a  free  government ;  and  one  of 
their  editors  has  not  bluflied  to  declare,  that  ''  it 
*'  would  be  au  eafy  matt&r  to  apologize  for  all  the  maf- 
•'  /acres  that  have  taken  place  in  that  country." 

We  have  feen,  indeed,  fome  exceptions;  fomc 
few  prints  that  have  not  difhonoured  themfelvcs  by 
going  this  length  :  but  even  thefe  have  obfcrved  a 
timid  lilence,  and  have  avoided  fpeaking  of  thq 
Ihocking  barbarities  of  the  French,  with  as  much 
caution  as  if  we  were  to  partake  in  the  difgrace, 
i^nd  as  if  it  was  in  our  power  to  hide  them  from  the? 
world,  and  from  poflerity.  If  they  have  now  and 
then  given  way  to  a  juft  indignation,  this  has  been, 
done  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  has  been  fo  timid,  as  to 
do  them  but  little  honour.  They  have  a6led  the 
part  of  the  tyrannized  people  of  Paris :  they  have 
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huzza'd  every  fuccceding  tyrant  while  on  the  theatre 
of  power,  and,  the  inftant  he  was  transferred  to 
a  feafFold,  they  have  covered  him  witli  reproach. 
They  have  attributed  to  fa6tions,  to  individuals, 
what  was  the  v^'ork  of  the  national  reprefcntatives,  and 
of  the  nation  itlelf.  They  have,  in  fhort,  inveighed 
againii  the  murderers  of  the  fallen  alTaffins,  wliile 
they  have,  in  the  fame  breath,  applauded  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  they  a£tcd,  and  on  which  their  furvi- 
■vors  and  their  partilans  do  flill  a6l. 

Thus  has  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  ^  liberty  of 
\vhich  we  fo  jnftly  boaft,  been  not  only  ulelefs  to  us 
durincT  this  terrible  convuliion  of  the  civilized  world, 
but  lias  been  fo  perverted  as  to  lead  us  into  errors, 
which  bad  well  nigh  plunged  us  into  the  tituation 
of  our  diftra{?led  allies.  Nor  are  we  yetfecure.  Dil*- 
organizing  and  blafphemous  principles  have  been 
dilleminated  among  us  with  but  too  ranch  fuccefs  ; 
and,  unlefs  we  profit  from  the  awful  example  before 
lis,  we  may  yet  experience  all  the  calamities  that 
Heaven  and  earth  now  call  on  us  to  deplore, 

"■'•Fully  impreffed  with  this  perfuafion,  the  author 
oF  thefe  fheets  has  ventured  to  undeceive  the  mif- 
guided  ;  to  tear  afide  the  veil,  and  fhow  to  a  yet 
happy  people  the  dangers  they  have  to  fear.  With 
this  object  in  view,  he  has  too  much  coniidence  in 
the  good  fenfe  and  piety  of  the  major  part  of  his 
countrymen,  not  to  be  affiired,  that  his  efforts  will 
be  feconded  by  their  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  order  and 
religion.  -- 

The  materials  for  the  work  have  been  colleclcd 
from  different  publications,  all  zvriHen  hy  Frenchmen^ 
and  all,  except  one,  from  which  only  a  few  extradfs 
were  mac'.c,  prtpJed  ai  Paris, 

Well  aware  that  j.?crfons  of  a  certain  defcription 

ivili  leave  nothing  untried  to  difcrcdit  a  performance 

of  this  nature,  the  author  has  taken  particular  care 

a  to 
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to  mention  the  work,  and  even  the  page,  from  which 
each  fa 61  is  ext railed.  I 

He  forelees  that  the  cant  of  tnodern  patrlotlfin  will 
be  poured  forth  againft  him  on  liiis  occalion.  He 
knows  that  he  fhall  be  reprefentcd  as  an  enemy  of 
the  French  nation,  and  of  the  caufe  of  liberty.  To 
this  he  will  anfwer  beforehand,  with  the  franknefs 
of  a  man  who  thinks  no  freedom  equal  to  that  of 
fpeaking  the  truth.  As  to  the  individuals  compo- 
fing  this  formerly  amiable  nation,  many  of  them, 
and  he  hopes  very  many,  are  flill  entitled  to  his  love 
and  eiteem.  He  has,  from  his  infancy,  been  an  ad- 
mirer of  their  fprightly  wit  ;  he  owes  a  thoufand  ob- 
ligations to  their  offi(;ious  hofpitality,  and  has  long 
boafted  of  their  friend^ip.  But  with  refpe6t  to  the 
regenerated  French,  he  would  blufh  to  be  thought 
their  friend,  after  what  he  has  recorded  in  this 
volume.  And,  as  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  if  that 
caule  is  to  be  maintained  by  falfehood,  blalphemy, 
robbery,  violation,  and  murder,  he  is,  and  trufts 
he  ever  fhall  be,  its  avowed  and  mortal  enemy. 
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CHAP.  I. 


Facts  taken  from  LHiJioirQ  du  Clergi  Fran(;ois,  Ofj 
The  Hijiorj  of  the  French  Chrgy,  by  Abbe  Barruel. 

IT  will  be  recollected  by  the  greatet  part  of 
my  readers,  that  foon  after  the  beglnriing  of  the 
French  revolution,  the  National  Affembly  con- 
ceived the  plan  of  deftroyirig  the  religion  of  theic 
forefathers.  In  order  to  effe6l  this,  they  feparated 
the  Galilean  church  from  that  of  Rome,  and  im- 
pofed  an  oath  on  the  clergy,  which  they  could  not 
take  without  becoming  apoflatcs  in  the  fullefi:  fenfe 
of  the  Word.  All  the  worthy  and  confcicntioiis 
part  of  that  body  refufed  of  courfe,  and  this  refufal 
was  made  a  pretext  to  drive  them  from  their  livings, 
and  fill  the  vacancies  with  fucli  as  had  more  pliant 
confcienccs,  principles  better  adapted  to  the  impious 
fyftcm  which  the  leaders  in  the  Affembly  had  prepared 
for  their  too  credulous  countrymen. 

The  cjedment  of  the  priefthood  was  attended  whh 
humberlefs  a6ts  of  mofl  atrocious  and  wanton  cruelty : 
thcfe  have  been  recorded  by  the  u^hbe  Barnte/.,  in  a 
work  entitled,  The  Hi/iory  of  the  French  Clergy  ;  and 
though  what  is  here  to  be  found  will  dwindle  into 
tiothing,  when  compared  to  what  I  have  extracfled 
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from  othrr  works,  yet  it  could  not  be  wholly  omit- 
ted, without  fhowing  a  degree  of  infenfibility  for 
the  fufferings  of  thefe  men,  that  I  am  pcrfuaded  the 
reader  would  not  have  excufed.  I  fhall  therefore  be- 
gin the  relation  with  fome  extra6ts  from  that  work. 

It  will  be  obferved  that  thefe  exlra61s,  as  well  as 
all  thofe  that  compofc  this  compilation,  are  an 
abridged  tranflation  from  the  French  ;  but  as  far  as 
relates  to  thofe  contained  in  this  chapter,  the  Ame- 
rican reader  may  eafily  verify  the  tranflation  by  ex- 
amining the  Englifh  edition  of  the  Abbe  Barruers 
work,  which  is  to  be  found  in  moft  parts  of  the 
Union. 

Pa^e  104. — Soon  after  the  firfl:  National  AfiTem- 
bly  had    decreed   that  the  Comlat  of  Avignon  be- 
longed to  the  French  nation,  an  army  of  affaflins, 
of  whom  one   Jourdan,  ihrnamed  the  Cut-throat, 
was  the  commander,  took  pofieflion  of  the  unfor- 
tunate city  of  Avignon.     The  churches   were  im- 
mediately pillaged,  the  Tarred  vafes  profaned    and 
carried  ofT,  and  the  altars  levelled  to  the  ground. 
The  prifons  were  foon  filled,  and  the  unhappy  vic- 
tims were  releafed  only  to  fufFer  death.     A  deep  pit 
was  dug  to  receive  their  dead  bodies,  lix  hundred  of 
which  were  thrown  into  it,  mangled  and  diftorted, 
before  ten  o'clock  the  next  day.     Among  them  was 
:  Mr.  Nolhac,  a  prieft,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age. 
He  had  been  thirty  years  reel  or  of  ^t.  Simphorien,  a 
parifh    which  he  jireferred  to  all  others,  and  which 
he  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  quit  for  a  more  lucra- 
.tiye  one,    because  be  would    not  defert   the  poor. 
During  his  rc6\orCinp  he  had  been  the  common  fa- 
,jtherof  his  parifnioners,  the  refuge  of  the  iiidigent, 
the  comforter  of  the  afiiit^lcd,  and  the  friend  and 
^Counfej'or  of  every  honefl  man.     When  the  hour  of 
I  danger  approached,  his  friends   advifcd  him  to  fly  : 
,  but  no  entreaties  could  prevail  on  him  to  abandon 
this  fiock  :  "  Noj"  laill  the  good  old  man,  *'  I  have 
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*''^  watched  over  them  in  the  halcyon  days  of  peace, 
^'  and  jfhall  I  now  leave  them 'mid  ilorms  and  tern- 
"  pefis,  without  a  guide,  without  any  one  to  comfort 
"  them  in  their  lall  dreary  moments?"  Mr.  Nolhac^ 
who,  till  nowj  had  been  refpeeled  even  by  the  cut- 
throats, was  fent  to  the  prifon  the  evening  before  the 
execution.  His  appearance  and  his  falutation  were 
thole  of  a  confoHng  angel :  "  I  come,  my  children, 
*'  to  die  with  you  :  we  ihall  foon  appear  in  the  prc- 
*'  lence  of  that  God  whom  we  ferve,  and  vj-ho  will 
'^  not  dclert  us  in  the  hour  of  death."  He  fortified 
their  drooping  courage,  adminiflered  the  laft  con- 
folatory  pledges  of  his  love,  and  the  next  day  em-* 
braced  and  cheered  each  individual  as  he  was  called 
forth  by  the  murderers.  Tv>'o  of  thele  flood  at  the 
door  with  a  bar  of  iron  in  their  hands,  and  as  the 
orilbners  advanced  knocked  them  down  :  the  bodies 

A 

were  then  delivered  over  to  the  other  rufBans,  who 
hacked  and  disfigured  them  with  their  fabres  before 
they  threw  them  into  the  pit,  that  they  might  not  af- 
terwards be  known  by  their  friends  and  relations.—— 
When  the  cut-throats  were  difperled,  every  one  was 
anxious  to  iind  the  body  of  Mr.  Nolhac.  It  was  at 
laft  ditcovered  by  the  caffock,  and  the  crucifix  whicl.i 
lie  wore  on  his  breatl.  It  had  been  pierced  in  fifty 
places,  and  the  fcull  was  maflied  to  pieces. 

Piige  210. — 'Several  priells  were  condu61ed  to  JLn* 
grave,  where  they  were  told  that  they  muft  takd 
Ilie  oath  *j  or  fuffef  death.  Among  them  was  Sul- 
pician,  of  98  years  of  age,  and  a  young  Abbe  of  the 
2iame  of  Novi.  The  whole  chofe  death,  the  vene- 
rable Sulpieian  leading  the  way.  The  trial  of 
Mr.  Novi  was  particularly,  fevere*  The  ruffians 
brought  his  father  to  the  fpot,  and  told  him,  if  he 


r 


*  This  oaih  amounted  to  tieither  moretiof  !efs  than  dir^c^  per- 
jury: fince,  by  taking  it,  they  muft  break  ihe  oath  they  had  madd 
v>hf n  they  emered  the  pricfihocd. 
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could  perfuade  his  ion  to  fwear,  lie  fhould  live. 
The  tcuder  old  man,  wavering,  hclitaling  between 
the  feelings  of  nature  and  the  duties  of  religion,  at 
laft  yields  to  parental  fondncfs,  throws  his  arms 
round  his  child's  neck,  buries  his  face  in  his  bofom, 
and  with  tears  and  fobs  prelies  his  compliance. 
*'  O  1  my  child,  ray  child,  fpare  the  life  of  your 
"  father  !" — '*  My  deareft  father  !  my  dearcft  fa- 
*f  ther,"  returned  the  Abbe,  *'  1  will  do  more.  I  will 
die  worthy  of  you  and  my  God.  Y^ou  educated 
me  a  Catholic :  I  am  a  prieft,  a  fervant  of  the 
Lord.  It  will  be  a  greater  comfort  to  you  In 
your  gray  hairs,  to  liave  your  fon  a  martyr  than 
an  apofiate."' — The  villains  tear  them  afunder, 
and,  amidft  the  cries  and  lamentations  of  the  father, 
extend  the  fon  before  him  a  bleeding  corpfe. 

Piige  111. — In  the  fame  town,  and  on  the  fame 
<lay,  the  axe  was  fulpended  over  the  head  of  Mr. 
Teron,  wlien  the  rcvolutionifls  bethought  them 
that  he  had  a  fon.  This  fon  was  about  ten  years  of 
age,  and,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  father's  torments 
find  thexhild's  tears  both  at  a  time,  he  was  brought 
to  the  place  of  execution.  His  tears  and  cries  gave 
a  relifh  to  the  fctocious  banquet.  After  tiring  them- 
felves  with  the  fpc(5lacle.  they  put  the  father  to 
death  before  the  eyes  oi  the  child,  whom  they  be. 
/meared  with  jiis  blood.  ^ 

Pjjge  217. — After  liaving  fpoken  of  the  conduct  j 
of  the  magiflrates  aiul  mob  at  Bourdeaux,  the  1 
Ifiltorian. mentions  the  death  of  Mr,  Langoiran  and  - 
Abbe  Dupui?,  thus : 

At  tlie  entrance  of  the  court-houfe,  the  Abbe 
Dupuis  received  a  firft  wound  ;  others  foon  levelled 
him  to  the  ground.  A  young  lad  of  about  fifteen  or 
fixteen  cut  a  hole  in  the  cheek  with  a  knife,  to 
hold  up  thq  hea4  by,  vyhile  others  Vvere  employed  in 

haggling 
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in  haggling  it  from  the  body,  which  was  ftill  In  ago- 
nies. This  operation  not  fnccecding  in  luch  a 
crowd,  they  took  hold  of  the  legs,  and  dragged  the 
carcafs  about  the  flrects  and  round  the  ramparts. 

Mr.  Langoiran  had  but  juft  fet  his  foot  on  the  lirfl 
Aep  of  the  ftairs,  when  he  was  knocked  down.  His 
head  was  hacked  off  in  an  inflant,  and  a  ruffiai"* 
held  it  up,  crying  aloud,  "  Off  with  your  hats  !  long 
*'  live  the  nation  !"  The  bareheaded  populace  an- 
fwered,  "Long  live  the  nation!"  The  head  was* 
then  carried  round  the  town  in  lignal  of  a  triumph 
gained  by  a  tumultuous  populace  and  teathoufandf 
Ibldiers  under  arms,  over  a  poor  defeneelefs  prieft. 

Pagg  2 18. — The  14th  of  July,  lb  famous  in  the  an- 
nals of  the  revolution,  was  this  year  celebrated  at 
Limoges,  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Chabrol.  He  was  a 
moft  ufcful  member  of  fociety  ;  diftinguifhed  round 
his  neighbourhood  as  a  bone-fetter ;  he  was  at  once 
the  furgeon  and  the  pallor  of  his  parifhioners  ;  and 
among  his  murderers  were  fome  of  thofe  who  owed  to 
him  the  ufe  of  their  limbs.  He  was  of  a  quick  and  im- 
petuous temper,  and  endued  with  uncommon  bodily 
lirength.  His  death  certainly  was  not  that  of  a 
Chriflian  martyr ;  but  it  detl^rves  particular  notice, 
as  a  firiking  proof  of  the  cowardly  ferocity  of  the 
French  populace. 

He  had  taken  fhelter  at  a  magiilrate's,  and 
begged  leave  to  elude  the  mob  by  going  out  of  the 
houfe  the  back  way  ;  but  the  magiftrate  durft  not 
comply.  He  was  forced  to  face  his  blood- thirfty 
purfuers.  The  indignant  prieft  met  them  at  the 
<jloor;  the  attack  inftanlly  began.  Without  a  tin- 
gle weapon  of  defence,  he  had  to  encounter  hun- 
dreds of  the  mob,  aimed  with  clubs,  guns,  fabres, 
and  knives  ;  but,  notvvithf^anding  the  amazing  in- 
equality, he  held  them  a  long  time  at  bay.  Some 
he  felled  to  the  ground,  others  ran  from  him;  he 

tore 
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tore  a  bayonet  out  of  his  ficfh,  and  ftabljing  it  into  ih& 
breaft  of  his  advcrfary,  fent  him  to  die  among  the 
crowd.  At  ]a(t,  weakened  with  the  lofs  of  blood, 
he  falls,  and  the  bafe  and  mercilefs  feoundrels  cry. 
To  fhe  lani'^  fojl !  The  idea  of  hanging  reanimates 
the  remaining  drops  in  his  veins.  He  rifes  upon 
his  legs  for  the  lall  time  ;  but  numbers  prevailed' 
again  he  falls^  covered  with  wounds,  and  expires. 
Kis  laft  groan  is  followed  by  the  ferocious  howl  of 
Vidoryl  The  daftardly  aiTaffins  fet  no  bounds  to  their 
infults ;  they  cut  and  hacked  his  body  to  pieces, 
and  wrangled  for  the  property  of  his  ragged  and 
bloody  caifock. 

J^age  268. — As  foon  as  the  unfortunate  Louis 
XVI.  had  been  transferred  from  his  throne  to  a 
loathfonie  prifon,  the  National  Affcrably  formed  a 
plan  for  the  total  extirpation  of  the  priefts,  and 
with  them  the  Chriftian  religion.  The  miniflers  of 
the  altar  were  leized  and  thrown  into  prilbn,  or 
tranfpoited  from  every  part  of  the  country.  At 
Paris,  about  three  hundred  of  them  Vv'ere  Ihut  up, 
in  order  to  be  maifacred,  and  were  actually*  put  to 
death  during  the  firll  and  fecond  weeks  of  Septem- 
ber, 1792. 

About  one  hundred  and  eighty  of  thefe  unhappy 
men  were  confined  in  the  convent  of  the  Carmelites. 
A  troop  of  aiTaflins  commenced  the  maflacre  in 
the  garden  where  the  priefis  were  permitted  to  take 
the  air  ;  but  while  they  were  proceeding  a  Commii- 
■fary  arrived,  and  informed  them  that  the  work  waS' 
not  to  go  on  that  way.  There  were  now  about  a 
hundred  left  alive,  who  were  all  ordered  into  the 
lan6Uiary  of  the  church  ;  but,  to  get  thither,  they 
h.ad  to  pafs  through  a  crowd  of  their  murderers. 
One  received  a  ball,  another  a  blov;,  and  another  a 
Itab;  io  that  when  arrived  in  the  fanduary,  they 
prefcnted   a  icene  the  moil  heart-piercing  that  eyes 

ever 
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ever  beheld.  Some  were  dragf^cd  in  wounded, 
others  quite  dead.  Even  here,  though  furrounded 
by  a  detaehment  of  tbldiers,  the  bk)od-thirll:y  mob 
rulhed  in  upon  them,  and  murdered  feveral  at  the 
very  altar.  The  fancluary  of  a  Chrifiian  church 
was,  for  the  firll  time  lince  (he  blefied  Rcdeemci:' 
appeared  among  men,  filled  with  a  promifcuous 
group  of  the  living,  the  dying,  aufl  the  dead.  The 
marble  pavement  was  covered  with  dirt,  and  gore, 
and  manc;lcd  carcaflcs ;  and  the  tides  of  the  altar 
fplafned  with  blood  and  brains. 

Tiie  foldiers  had  not  been  brought  to  fave  the 
lives  of  the  priefts  :  the  Commiflkry  who  headed  tlicm 
was  to  execute  a  plan  of  more  deliberate  murder« 
The  furviving  prielts  were  railed  out  two  at  a 
time,  and  murdered  in  the  prefencc  of  the  Cominif-- 
fary,  who  took  their  names  down  in  a  book,  as  he 
was  anfwerable  for  their  affaflination.  Of  all  that 
were  found  here,  only  four  or  live  efcapcd. — The 
like  undiftinguilhed  carnage  was  exhibited  at  the 
other  prilbns. 

Every  one  of  thete  men  mifrht  have  faved  his  life 
by  taking  the  proffered  oath,  yet  not  one  of  theia 
condefcended  to  do  it.  Let  the  infidel  fliow  us,  if 
he  can,  any  thing  like  this  in  the  annals  of  his  im- 
pious icS:. 

Page  3  iS. — At  the  gate  of  the  prifon  of  La  Force, 
the  alfaffins  were  placed  in  two  rows :  the  two  ruf- 
fians called  Judges,  who  gave  the  lignal  of  death, 
were  placed  at  the  gate ;  and,  as  foon  as  the  pri- 
foner  pafTed  them,  the  afTaliins  difpatched  him  with 
their  knives  or  fabres.  throwinc;  the  bodies  in  a 
heap  at  the  end  of  the  line.  At  the  foot  of  this  tro- 
phy of  dead  bodies,  fays  the  liiflorian,  w^emuift  now 
exhibit  a  fccne  of  a  different  kind,  in  the  murder  of 
the  Princets  of  Lamballe.  She  had  retired  in  faicty 
io  London  ;  but  her  attachment  to  the  roval  faniilv 

would 
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tvould  riot  fufler  her  to  remain  in  her  afylum,  whilS 
tliey  were  cxpofed.  Her  fidelity  was  a  crime  that 
the  infidelity  of  her  enemies  coLild  never  forgive. 

When  this  iHiirtrious  victim  was  brought  forth, 
ihe  was.  alked  to  fwear  an  eternal  hatred  to  the  King, 
the  Queen,  and  to  royalty.  *'  The  oath,"  faid  fhe^ 
*'  is  foreign  to  the  tcntimcnts  of  my  heart,  and  I 
"  will  never  tiihc  it." — She  was  inftantly  delivered 
over  to  the  rainilters  of  death.  Tfiefe  rufhans  pre- 
tend to  earcfs  her,  ftroke  her  checks  with  tlieir 
hands,  vet  reeking  with  human  blood,  and  thu.^ 
conduct  her  along  tlie  line.  Amidtt  all  thefe  infults 
lier  courage  never  deferted  her.  When  arrived  at 
ti:e  heap  of  dead  bodies,  fhe  was  ordered  to  kneel 
and  alk  pardon  of  the  nation  :  "  I  have  iiever  in- 
*'  jured  the  nation,"  flic  replied,  *'  nof  will  I  aik 
*•  its  pardon."- — "  Down,"  laid  they,  *'  and  afJc 
pardon,  if  you  v;ilh  to  live." — -"  No,"  faid  fhe, 
1  fcorn  to  alk  pardon  from  afraflins  that  call  them- 
felves  the  nation  ;  I  will  never  bend  my  knee,  or 
accept  of  a  favour  at  fuch  hands." 
Her  foul  was  fuperior  to  fear.  "  Ivnecl  and  afk 
pardon,"  was  heard  from  a  thoufand  voices,  but 
3!)  vain.  Two  o\  the  airaliins  now  feized  her  arms, 
and  pulling  her  from  tide  to  fide,  nearly  diilocated 
her  Ihouldcrs.  "  Go  on,  fcoundrels,"  laid  the  he- 
roic Princefs,  "  I  will  aik  no  pardon."  In  a  rage  to 
Ice  themfelves  tlins  overcome  by  the  conftancy  of  a 
woman,  they  dailicd  her  down,  and  rufhed  in  upoii 
her  with  their  knives  and  poniards.  Her  head  foon 
appeared  hoificd  u])cn  a  liberty  pike,  and  her  heart, 
after  h'itig  bil  by  one  of  the  ruffians,  v.as  put  into  a 
hijiin.  Both  were  carried  in  triunlpli  through  the 
ilreets  of  Paris.  At  laft,  after  having  feafted  the 
eyes  of  the  multitude,  the  bearers  took  them  to  the 
Temple,  now  become  a  prifon  ;  wiicre  one  of  the 
two   Cemmiirarics  that   cnnrdcd  the  Kins;?  called 
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Mip  to  the  window,  that  be  might  fee  it ;  but  his 
companion,  a  little  more  Immane,  prevented  the? 
imfortunate  Monarch  from  approaching.  A  faint- 
ing fit,  from  hearing  of  the  event,  fortun4tely  fave4 
the  Queen  from  the  heart-rending  fight. 

The  body  ftripped  naked,  and  thel)owcIs  hanging 
out,  was  expofed  to  view  on  the  top  of  the  murdered 
victims,  where  it  remained  till  the  maflacrc  was 
over. 

Page  327. — A  great  fire  was  made  in  the  Place 
Daupliine,  at  which  many,  both  men  and  women, 
were  roafted.  The  Counteis  of  Perignan,  with  her 
three  daughters,  were  dragged  thither.  They  were ^ 
ilripped,  rubbed  over  with  oil,  and  then  put  to  the 
lire.  Tiic  eldefi;  of  the  daughters,  who  was  fifteen, 
begged  them  to  put  an  end  to  her  torments,  and  a 
young  fellow  fhot  hpr  through  the  head.  The  can- 
nibals, who  were  fhouting  and  dancing  round  the 
fire,  enraged  to  fee  themfelves  thqs  deprived  of  the 
pleaiure  of  hearing  her  cries,  feized  the  too  merciful 
murderer,  and  threw  him  into  the  flames. 

When  the  Counteis  was  dead,  they  brought  fix 
priefis,  and  cutting  off  fb me  of  the  roalled  flelh,  pre- 
lented  them  each  a  piece  to  eat.  They  fhut  their  eyes, 
and  made  no  anfwer.  The  oldeft  of  the  priefts  was 
then  ftripped  and  tied  oppofite  the  fire.  The  mob  told 
the  others,  that  perhaps  they  might  prefer  the  relifli  of 
a  prieft's  flelli  to  that  of  a  Countefi ;  but  they  fud- 
denly  rufhed  into  the  flames.  The  barbarians  tore 
them  out,  to  prolong  their  torments  ;  not,  however, 
before  they  were  dead,  and  beyond  the  reach  eveii 
of  Parifian  cruelty. 

Page  328. — On  Monday,  September  3d,  at  ien 
oYlock  in  the  evening,  a  man,  or  rather  a  monfter, 
named  Philip,  living  in  the  flreet  of  the  Temple, 
came  to  the  Jacobin  Club,  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber,  and,  with  a  box  in  his  handj  mounted  the  tri- 
bune, 
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bune.  Here  he  made  a  long  fpeech  on  patnotlfn!, 
concluding  by  a  declaration,  that  he  looked  upon 
every  one  who  preferred  the  tics  of  blood  and  of  na- 
ture to  that  of  patriotic  duty,  as  an  ariftocrat  worthy 
of  death  ;  and,  to  convince  them  of  the  purity  and 
Sincerity  of  his  own  principles,  he  opened  the  box, 
and  held  up  by  the  gray  hair,  the  bloody  and  fhri- 
velled  heads  of  his  father  and  mother,  "  wliich  I 
'*  have  cut  off,"  faid  the  impious  wretch,  "becaufe 
*'  they  obilinately  perfifled  in  not  hearing  mafs  from 
*'  a  conftitutional  prieft  *."  The  fpeech  of  this  par- 
ricide received  the  loudeft  applaufes ;  and  the  two 
heads  were  ordered  to  be  buried  beneath  the  buft^ 
•of  Ankerftrom  and  Brutus,  behind  the  Prelident's 
chair -j^. 

The  latt  fa6l  related  is  of  fuch  a  horrid  nature,  that 
though  fo  well  authenticated,  it  would  almolt  dag- 
ger our  belief,  had  we  not  proof  of  fo  many  other* 
which  equal,  if  not  furpafs  it.  I  fhall  here  extract 
one  from  I^a  Conjuratirm  de  Maximilien  Kohefpiem^ 
a  work  publifhed  at  Paris  in  the  year  1 795. 

The  author,  after  fpcaking  of  the  unnatural  fe- 
rocioufnefs  which  the  revolution  had  produced  in 
the  hearts  of  the  people,  fays  (page  162),  I  will  here 
give  a  proof,  and  a  fhocking  one  it  is. — Garnier  of 
Orleans  had  a  fon,  who  had  been  intended  for  the 
priefthood,  and  had  been  initiated  in  the  fubdeacon- 


■*  That  is,  one  of  the  apoftates. 

•f  According  to  Monfieur  Peltier,  in  his  Piftiire  of  Pari?,  the 
rumber  of  perfons  murdered  in  the  difFerewt  prifons  of  that  city, 
from  Sunday  the  2d  to  Friday  the  7th  of  September,  1792, 
amounted  to  1005.  To  thefe,  he  fays,  fliould  be  added,  the 
poor  creatures  who  were  put  to  death  in  the  hofpital  of  Bicetre, 
and  in  the  yards  of  La  Salpetriere ;  thofe  who  were  drowned  at 
the  hofpital  of  La  Force  ;  and  a!l  thofe  who  were  dragged  out  of 
the  dungeons  of  the  Conciergerie  and  the  Chatelet,  to  be  but- 
chered on  the  Pont-au-Change,  which  may  be  computed,  with- 
out exaggeration,  at  8000  individuals. 

fhip; 
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ihlp  ;  confcquently  he  was  attached  to  the  Chriftian 
faith.  His  tather  one  day  leized  him  by  the  tliroat, 
and  led  him  to  the  RevoUitionary  Tribunal,  where  he 
was  inftantly  condemned  ;  nor  would  the  barbarous 
father  quit  his  child  till  he  faw  his  head  fevered  from 
his  body.  After,  the  execution  was  over,  the  tribu- 
nal, ever  as  capricious  as  bloody,  feigned  remorfe, 
and  were  proceeding  to  condemn  the  father  ;  but  the 
National  Convention,  informed  of  the  affair,  an- 
nulled the  procefs,  and  publicly  applauded  the  con- 
duct of  the  unnatural  father,  as  an  imitator  of  the 
republican  Brutus. 

In  the  extra6l»  from  the  Hiftory  of  the  French 
Clergy,  the  propofcd  limits  of  this  work  have  obliged 
me  to  forego  the  pleafure  of  mentioning  a  great 
number  of  ladls  which  reflect  infinite  honour  on  that 
calumniated  and  unfortunate  body  of  men,  as  well 
as  on  the  Chriftian  religion.  The  following  trait, 
however,  I  cannot  prevail  on  myfelf  to  omit. 

Page  2A-^' — At  Rheims  lived  a  man,  who,  from 
the  number  of  his  years,  might  be  called  the  Dean  of 
Chriftendom  ;  and,  from  the  fame  of  his  virtues,  the 
Prieft,  by  excellence.  He  had  long  been  known  by 
no  other  name  than  that  of  the  Holy  Prieit.  This 
was  Mr.  Pacquot,  rector  of  St.  John's.  When  the 
revolutionary  afTaftins  broke  into  his  oratory  they 
found  him  on  his  knees.  A  true  and  faithful  difci- 
ple  of  Jefus  Chrift,  he  yielded  himfelf  into  the 
hands  of  his  executioners  without  fo  much  as 
a  murmur,  and  fuflfered  himfelf  to  be  led  before 
the  ferocious  magiftrate,  as  a  lamb  to  the  flaughter. 
He  crofTed  the  ftreet  finging  the  Pfalms  ck  David, 
while  the  fanguinary  ruttians  that  condudted  him 
endeavoured  to  drown  his  voice  by  their  blafphemies. 
At  the  threlliold  of  the  tov/n-hall  an  attempt  was 
made  to  murder  him*  but  the   mayor   interfered, 

faying 
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layins;  to  the  people,  *'  What  are  you  about  ?  This 
**  old  fellow  is  beneath  notice.  He  is  a  tool :  tana-' 
*'  ticilin  lias  turned  his  brain."  Thele  words  roufcd 
the  venerable  old  man.  "  No,  Sir,"  lays  he,  "  I 
*'  am  neither  a  fool  nor  a  fanatic,  nor  Iball  my  life 
*'  take  refuge  under  fuch  an  ignominious  fheller.  I 
*'  wifli  you  to  know,  that  I  was  never  more  in  my 
"  fober  lenfes.  Thefe  men  have  tendered  to  me  an 
"  oath  decreed  by  the  National  AlVembly.  I  am 
*'  well  ac(|iiainted  with  the  nature  of  this  oath :  I 
"  know  that  it  is  impious,  and  lubvcrfivc  of  religion. 
"  They  leave  me  the  choice  of  the  oath  or  death, 
*•  and  I  choole  the  latter. — I  hope.  Sir,  I  have  con- 
*'  vinced  you  that  I  am  in  my  femes,  and  know  per- 
"  fcdly  well  what  I  am  about," — The  nettled  ma- 
gillrate  immediately  abandoned  him  to  the  mob. 
**  Which  of  you,"  faid  the  old  man,  *'  is  to  have  the 
*'  patriotic  honour  of  being  my  murderer  ?"-^"  I 
*'  am,"  lays  a  man  who  moved  in  a  fphere  that 
ought  to  have  diftinguiflied  him  from  a  horde  of 
ruffians.  "  Let  me  embrace  you,  then,"  fays  Mr. 
Pacquot ;  which  he  adtually  did^  and  prayed  to  God 
to  forgive  him.  This  done,  the  hard-hearted  villain 
gave  him  the  firfl  blow,  and  his  companions  buried 
{heir  bayonets  in  his  emaciated  breaft. 

The  reader's  heart  will,  I  hope,  leach  him  the 
love  and  veneration  that  every  Chrifiian  ought  to 
feci  for  the  memory  of  this  evangelical  old  man. 

If  the  death  of  all  the  murdered  pricfts  was  not 
marked  with  Inch  unequivocal  proofs  of  conftancy 
2;nd  fidelity  as  that  as  Mr.  Pacquot,  it  was,  perhaps, 
bccaufe  a  like  opportunity  did  not  always  prefcnt  it- 
felf.  One  thing  we  know,  that,  by  taking  an  oath 
contrary  to  their  faith,  they  might  not  only  have  el- 
caped  the  knives  of  their  alialiins,  but  might  have 
rnjoyed  an  annual  income.  Their  refuting  to  do 
this  is  an  incontrovertible  teflimony  that  they  were 
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tio  impoflors  or  hypocrites,  but  lincere  believers  of 
the  rehgion  they  taught,  and  that  they  valued  that 
religion  more  than  life  itfelf :  and  this  is  the  befr  an- 
fwer  that  can  poffibly  be  o;iven  to  all  the  fcandalous 
and  atrocious  calumnies  that  their  enemies  and  the 
enemies  of  Chriftianity  have  vomited  forth  againft 
them. 


CHAP.  II. 

Facts  taken  from  La  Relatmi  des  Cruautis  commifes 

dans  l&s  Lyonnois, 

THE  next  work  that  prefents  itfelf,  following 
the  chronological  order,  is,  La  Relation  des  Cruautis 
commifes  dans  les  Lyonnois  ;  or,  The  Relation  of  ths 
Cruelties  committed  in  the  Lyonnefe, 

Page  37. — The  grand  Icene  of  deftruc^ion  and 
maffacrc  was  opened  in  the  once  flourifhing  and 
opulenl  city  of  Lyons,  by  a  public  profanation  of  all 
thofe  things  that  had  been  looked  upon  as  facred. 
The  murderers  in  chief,  chofen  from  among  the 
members  of  the  National  Convention,  were  a  play- 
actor, and  a  man  who  under  the  old  Government 
had  been  a  bum -bailiff.  Their  firfl  flep  was  to  bru- 
tify  the  minds  of  the'  populace;  to  extinguifh  the 
remainingfparksof  humanity  and  religion,  by  teach- 
ing them  to  fet  Heaven  and  an  hereafter  at  defiance  ; 
in  order  to  prepare  them  for  the  mafiacres  which  they 
werecomniifiioned  to  execute. 

A  mock  procefTion  was  formed  in  imitation  of 
thofe  oblerved  by  the  Catholic  church.  It  was 
headed  by  a  troop  of  men  bearing  in  their  hands  the 
chalices  and  other  vafes  which  had  been  taken  from 
the  plundered  churches.  At  the  head  of  the  proccf- 
lion  there  was  an  afs,  drefTed  in  the  veitments  of  the 
prielts  that  the  revolutionai7  army  had  murdered  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  city,  with  a  mitr^  on  his 
bead.     This  beaft,  a  beafl  of  the  fame  kind   on 
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which  onr  Redeemer  rode,  now  bore  a  load  of  cru- 
cifixes aiid  other  fymbois  of  the  Chriftian  religion  ; 
having  the  Old  and  New  Teflament  tied  to  his  taiL 
When  this  proceffion  came  to  the  fpot  which  had 
been  fixed  on  for  the  purpoie,  the  Bible  was  burnt, 
and  the  afs  given  to  drink  out  of  the  facramental 
cup,  amidft  the  fhouts  and  rejoicings  of  the  blaf- 
pheraous  affiilants. 

Such  a  beginning  plainly  foretold  what  was  fo 
follow.  An  undiltinguifhing  butchery  of  all  the 
rich  immediately  commenced.  Hundreds  of  per- 
ions,  women  as  well  as  men,  were  taken  out  of  the 
city  at  a  time,  tied  to  trees,  fhot  to  death,  itabbcd, 
OT  clfe  knocked  on  the  head.  In  the  city  the  guil- 
lotine never  ccafcd  a  moment ;  it  was  ihifted  three 
tiincs;  holes  were  dug  at  each  place  to  receive  the 
blood,  and  yet  it  ran  in  the  gutters. 

It  were  impolTibie  to  defcribe  this  fcene  of  car- 
nage, or  to  give  an  account  of  each  act  of  the,  till 
»ow,  unheard-of  barbarity  ;  two  or  three,  however, 
ciemaad  a  particular  mention. 

Fag£  39. — Madam  Lauras,  hearing  that  her  hui*- 
!>and  was  condemned,  went,  accompanied  with  her 
ten  children,  and  threw  herfclf  on  her  knees  before 
tile  ferocious  Collot  d'Herbois,  one  of  the  members 
of  the  Convention ;  but  no  mercy  could  be  expelled 
from  a  wretch,  vvhofe  bulinefs  it  was  to  kill.  She 
folio  wed  her  beloved  hutband  to  the  place  of  exe- 
cution, furrounded  with  her  weeping  offspring. 
On  feeing  him  fail,  her  cries,  and  the  wildnefs  of 
her  looks,  l>ut  loo  plainly  foretold  her  approach- 
irjg  end.  She  was  feized  with  the  pains  of  a  pre- 
raiature  ciiiildbirth,  and  was  carried  home  to  her 
houie,  where  a  Commifrary  (bon  after  arrived,  drove 
her  from  h^r  bed  and  her  houfe,  from  the  door  of 
which  fhe  leil  dead  into  the  fireet. 

Page   4£.— Two  womcii   who  had  perfifted    in 
aikieg  the  li(t  of  their  huibaads,  were  tied,  during 
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fix  hours,  to  the  pofts  of  the  guillothie.  Their  own 
hulbands  were  executed  before  their  eyes,  and  their 
blood  fprinkled  over  them. 

Page  42. — Mifs  Servan,  a  young  lady  of  about 
eio;hteen,  was  put  to  death  becaule  flie  would  not 
difcover  tlie  retreat  of  her  fiither. 

Page  47.-TrMadame  Cochet  was  condemned  for 
having  put  a  match  to  the  cannon  during  the  fiege, 
and  for  having  afTifted  in  her  hufband's  efcape. 
She  was  declared,  by  two  furgeons,  to  be  with 
child ;  but  this  was  a  reafon  of  little  weight  with 
men  whom  we  Ihall  by  and  by  fee  murdering  in- 
fants, and  even  ripping  them  from  the  womb.  She 
was  inftantly  executed. 

Page  1 01. —To  thefe  fa^s  I  fhall  add  the  death 
of  Maupetlt.  He  was  made  prifoner  during  the 
liege,  buried  alive  up  to  his  neck,  and  in  this  titu- 
ation  had  his  head  mafhed  to  pieces  with  fmall 
cannon-balls,  which  his  enemies  tofled  at  it  with 
all  the  infulting  grimaces  of  favages. 

Page  104. — ^At  Lyons  the  prietts  met  with  the 
fame  treatment  as  at  other  places,  and  honoured  their 
deaths  with  the  fame  unfhaken  fortitude.  Twenty- 
Jeven  were  executed  at  one  time,  not  one  of  whom 
had  condefcendcd  to  accept  of  the  Ihameful  condi- 
tions that  were  offered,  nor  even  to  folicit  a  pardon 
from  the  vile  and  blafphemous  alTaflins. 

During  this  murderous  work,  the  city  of  Lyons 
was  ftruck  with  terror.  The  members  of  the  Con- 
vention ftuck  up  a  proclamation,  declaring  all 
thofe  who  fhould  exprefs  the  leaft  lymptom  of 
pity,  fufpe^ed  ferfons.  When  the  blood  had,  in 
lome  meafure,  ceafed  to  flow,  and  the  affrighted 
inhabitants  ventured  out  of  their  houfes,  they  were 
feen  walking  along  the  flreets  with  their  eyes  fixed! 
on  the  ground:  men  no  longer  flopped,  fhuok 
nands,  and  gave  each  other  good -morrow.  The 
fear  of  death  was  ftamped  on  every  face :  children 
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durft   not  ail:  after  their  .parents,  nor  parents  aflc 
after  their  children. 

The  villages  round  about  fhared  in  the  fate  of 
the  city.  An  apoftate  priefl  condu(51:ed  a  gang  of 
ruffians,  who  carried  fire  and  death  before  them 
among  thofe  good  people,  whofe  only  crime  was 
giving  Ihelter  to  perfons  efcaped  from  the  mafiacre. 
The  charitable  hoft  and  his  affrighted  guetl  were 
butchered  together  beneath  the  hofpitable  roof^ 
while  the  wives  and  daughters  were  referved  to 
fatisfy  'the  brutal  appetites  of  tlic  murderers. 

In  vain  fhould  1  attempt  to  give  the  reader  an 
adequate  idea  of  the  crimes  committed,  by  the  order 
of  the  Convention,  in  this  part  of  France.  The 
author  of  La  Coiipiration  cJe  Rohefpierre  fays  (page 
159),  that  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  months,  the  num- 
ber of  perfons  who  were  murdered  in  the  Lyonnefe, 
and  m  the  furrounding  forells,  amounted  to  two 
hundred  thoufand. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  chapter  with  a  fa6l  or  two 
taken  from  La  Conjuration  de  Rohefpierre. 

Page  210. — Though  no  torments  could  go  be- 
yond the  merits  of  Rohefpierre  and  his  colleagues, 
yet,  even  in  the  execution  of  thefe  monlters,  the 
Parifians  difcovered  fuch  traits  of  ferocioufnefs,  as 
fully  proved  that  thefe  grovelling  tyrants  had  done 
no  more  than  what  they  themfelves  would  have 
done,  had  they  been  in  their  places. 

Rohefpierre  had  been  wounded  in  his  head  and 
face ;  his  jaws  were  held  together  with  bandages ; 
and  the  executioner,  before  he  placed  his  neck  mi- 
der  the  guillotine,  fuddcnly  tore  off  the  bandages, 
letting  his  under -jaw  fall,  while  the  blood  Itreamed 
dovi^n  liis  breaft.  The  poor  deferted  wretch  was 
kept  forae  time  in  this  frightful  fi:ate,  while  the  air 
refounded  with  the  acclamations  of  the  barbarous 
populace. 

Fa^e  2.09.— HcElriot  had  no  other  clothes  on  but 
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a  fhli't  and  a  walftcoat,  covered  with  dirt  and 
blood.  His  hair  was  clotted,  and  his  affaffinating 
hands  were  now  ftained  with  his  own  gore.  He 
had  been  wounded  all  over;  one  eye  he  kept  fhut, 
while  the  other  was  llarted  from  its  locket,  and  held 
only  by  its  fibres.  This  horrid  fpeclacle,  from 
which  the  imagination  turns  with  difguft:  and  af-' 
fright,  excited  the  joy,  and  even  the  mirth  of  the 
Parifians.  "  Look  at  the  fcoundrel,"  faid  they, 
**  juft  as  he  was  when  he  affiled  in  murdering  the 
"  priefts."  The  people  called  on  the  carts  to  Hop, 
and  a  group  of  wof/ien  performed  a  dance  round  that 
in  which  the  capital  offenders  rode. — When  Hen- 
riot  was  flepping  from  the  cart  to  the  fcafFoId,  one 
of  the  under-executioners,  to  divert  the  fpedators, 
tore  out  the  eye  that  was  already  loofe. — Wiiat  a 
hard-hearted  wretch  mult  he  be  who  could  perform 
an  action  like  this  !  and  to  what  a  degree  of  bafe- 
nefs  and  ferocity  muft  that  people  be  arrived,  who 
could  thus  be  diverted  ! 

Page  163. — We  fliall  not  be  furprifed  that  this 
thirft  for  human  blood,  and  delight  in  beholding 
the  torments  of  the  dying,  were  become  fo  pre- 
valent, when  we  know  that  f?wck  executions  were 
become  a  Jport.  The  women  fafpended  to  the 
necks  of  their  fucking  infants,  corals  made  in  the 
Ihape  of  the  guillotine;  which  the  child,  by  the 
means  of  a  fpring,  played  as  perfedlly  as  the  bloody 
executioner  himfelf. 

Page  161. — What  could  be  expedfed  from  an 
education  like  this  ?  What  could  be  expeded  from 
children  who  were  taught  to  ufe  an  inflrument  of 
ignominious  death  as  a  plaything  ;  who  were  taught 
to  laugh  at  the  fcreams  of  the  dying,  and  who,  in 
a  manner, lucked  in  blood  with  their  mothers'  milk? 
When  affaffinations  became  the  fports  of  children, 
it  is  no  wonder  that  the  fentiments  of  nature  were 
extinguifhcd,  and  that  perfidy  and  inhumanity  took 
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place  of  gratitude,  filial  piety,  and  all  the  tender 
affections. 

What  I  am  now  going  to  relate,  the  mothers  of 
future  generations  will  hear  with  affright. — A  child 
of  ten  years  of  age  had  been  fcolded,  perhaps 
whipped,  by  his  mother.  He  ran  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary Tribunal,  and  accufed  her  of  being  f^ill  at- 
tached to  the  Catholic  religion.  The  accufation 
was  admitted,  the  boy  recompenfed,  and  the  mo- 
ther executed  in  a  few  hours  afterwards. 

Tell  us,  ye  mothers,  for  you  only  can  know, 
what  this  poor  creature  mull  feel  at  feeing  hcrfelf 
betrayed,  and  ready  to  be  deprived  of  life,  by  the 
child  fhe  had  borne  in  her  womb,  who  but  the 
other  day  hung  at  her  brcafl,  and  for  whom  alone, 
perhaps,  fhe  wifhed  to  live  ! 

Page  162. — In  fhort,  fays  the  author,  men  con- 
trai^cd  fuch  a  tafle  as  excites  horror  even  to  believe 
it  poflible.  God  forbid  that  I  fhould  enter  into 
particulars  on  this  fubje6l.  The  bowels  of  the 
reader  would  not  permit  him  to  proceed.  Suflice  it 
to  lay,  that  we  have  feen  the  time,  when  man  was 
becoming  the  food  of  man.  TJiofe  ivho  fraSlJed 
tinatomy  during  the  reign  of  terror,  know  but  too 
well  what  I  could  fay  here,  if  compaffion  for  the 
feelings  of  my  readers  did  not  prevent  me. 

I  cannot  quit  thefe  fa6ls,  without  once  more  re- 
ferring the  reader  to  the  work  from  w^hich  I  have 
feledted  them.  I  wifh  him  not  to  depend  on  my 
veracity,  for  the  truth  of  what  he  may  find  in  a 
book  vvritten  on  the  fcene.  La  Conjuration  de  Ro- 
})efpierrc  is  to  be  had  almoft  any  v/here  :  I  have  ic&n 
above  a  dozen  copies  of  it  in  the  hands  of  different 
perfons.  It  was,  as  I  have  already  laid,  publifhcd 
at  Paris,  and,  therefore,  we  may  reft  affured  that 
the  author  has  not  exaggerated  ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, we  fee  by  the  lall  article  here  quoted,  that 

he 
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he  was  afraid  to  fay  all  that  truth  would  have  war- 
ranted. 


CHAP.  III. 


Facts  fele6\ed  from  the  Proces  Crhninel  des  Memhres 
du  Comite  Revohtionnaire  de  JSantes^  et  du  c'l' 
devant  Reprejentant  du  FeupU  Carrier ;  or,  Trial 
of  the  Members  of  the  Revolutionary  Committee  at 
Nantz,  and  of  the  Reprefentathe  Carrier. 

THE  work  which  we  are  now  entering  on,  wa=? 
publifhed  at  Paris  during  the  lafi:  year;  but,  as  an 
introdu6tion  to  the  fa6ts  extracted  from  it,  it  will 
be  necefTary  to  give  the  reader  a  concife  Iketch  of 
the  progrefs  of  the  revoUition,  down  to  the  epoch 
when  the  work  was  publifhed. 

The  States-Genera],  conlifting  of  the  three  or- 
ders, the  nobility,  the  clergy,  and  the  tiers -etats, 
or  commonalty,  were  ailembled  on  the  4th  of  May, 
1789.  The  deputies  were  all  furnilhed  with  written 
infiru6lions,  in  which  they  were  pofitively  enjoined 
to  make  no  innovations  as  to  the  form  of  govern- 
jrient.  INotwithftanding  this,  it  is  well  known  they 
framed  a  conilitution,  by  which  the  government 
was  totally  changed,  the  nobility  aboliflied,  and  the 
church  rent  from  that  of  Rome.  Their  conftitntion, 
however,  though  eftablifhed  at  the  cxpenfe  of  thou- 
fands  of  lives,  and  though  one  of  the  mofi  ridicu- 
lous fyflems  of  government  that  ever  was  invented, 
did  not  fail  to  meet  with  partifans ;  and  we  have 
heard  it  extolled  in  this  country  as  the  mafterpiece 
of  human  wifdom. 

This  firft  Alfembly,  which  has  been  commonly 
called  the  Conftituent  Airembly,  ended  its  benefi- 
cent labours  on  the  30th  of  September,  1791,  and 
was  immediately  fucceeded  by  another,  which  took 
the  name  of  the  Legislative  Afiembly.     Moft  men 
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of  fenfe  forefaw  that  the  fecond  Affembly  would 
improve  upon  the  plan  of  deflru6lion  marked  out 
by  the  firft.     Tlie  clergy,  and  many  men  of  family 
and  fortune,  had   been  already  driven  from  their  ^ 
homes  and  pofl'cflions ;  it  remained  for  the  Legifla- 
tive  Affembly  to  finifh  the  work,  by  feizing  on  their 
property  and  expofing  it  to  fale  :  this  they  failed 
not   to    do.     Perfecution    and   maffacre    increafcd 
daily  ;  but  as  the  fmall  remains  of  power  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  King  was  ftill  an  obftacle,  or  rather 
the  monarchy  itfelf  was  an  obflacle.  they  were  de- 
termined to  get  rid  of  it.     On  the  i  oth  of  Augull, 
1792,    the  King  was  dethroned   (his  fate   is  well 
known),  and  the  daggers  of  the  alTaflins  were  from 
that  moment  drawn,  never  more  to  be  fheathed, 
but  in  the  heart  of  fome  innocent  vi6lim.     We  have 
already  feen  Ibmetliing  of  the  mafiacres  which  fol- 
lowed this  event  at  Paris   and  other   places  ;    but 
thefe  are  trifles  to  what  was  to  follow. 

On  the  2ifl  of  September,  1792,  the  third  AfTem-, 
■  T^'y?  generally  called  the  Nation^il  Convention, 
opened  their  feflions  ;  and,  though  every  mdividual 
member  had  repeatedly  taken  an  oath  to  maintain 
the  authority  of  the  King,  they  at  once  declared 
France  to  he  i.  republic. 

Alter  the  murder  of  the  King,  this  Convention 
declared  war  againft  a  great  part  of  the  powers  of 
Europe;  and  in  order  to  be  in  a  fituation  to  make 
head  againft  their  enemies,  feizcd  on  all  the  precious 
metals  in  the  country,  or  rather  they  ena6led  fuch 
laws  as  obliged  the  poor  opp.  efTed  people  to  bring  it 
to  their  treafury,  and  receive  in  exchange  a  vile  and 
worthlefs  paper  money.  The  churches  were  inftantly 
pillaged,  and  no  perfon  dared  appear  with  a  watch, 
or  any  othf r  article  in  gold  or  lilver. 

The  violation  of  property  was  only  a  part  of  their 
plan.  11  le  h(  arts  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people 
were  to  be  hardened  ;  they  were  to  be  rendered  bru- 
tal; 
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tal  ;  all  fear  of  an  hereafter  was  to  be  rooted  from 
their  fouls,  before  they  could  be  fit  inftruments  in 
the  hands  of  this  hellifh  Aifembiy.  With  this  ob- 
jed  in  view,  they  dcelarcd  our  blefled  Lord  and 
Redf^emer  to  be  an  impoHor,  forbade  the  acknow- 
ledgmrnt  of  him,  and  the  exercife  of  his  worfhip. 
The  churches  were  turned  into  prifons,  flables,  he, 
and  over  the  gateways  of  the  burial-grounds  was 
written  :  "  This  is  the  place  of  eternal  Jleep.^' — 
Never,  furcly,  was  there  a  better  plan  for  tranf- 
forming  a  civilized  people  into  a  horde  of  cut-throats. 
It  fucceeded  completely.  Tl>c  blood  now  iiowed  at 
Paris  in  an  uncealing  ftream.  A  permanent  tribunal 
was  eftabliilied,  whofe  only  bufinefs  was  to  condemn, 
and  certify  to  the  Convention  that  the  executions  went 
on  according  to  the  lifts  fent  from  its  Committees. 

Befides  legions  of  executioners,  there  were  others 
of  aflaflins.  The  comrnand  of  thefe  latter  was 
given  to  thofe  members  of  the  Convention  who  were 
fent  into  the  different  parts  of  the  country.  Terror 
preceded  thefe  harbmgers  of  death,  and  their  foot- 
tieps  were  marked  with  blood.  Thefword,  the  tire, 
and  the  water,  all  bscame  inflruments  of  deflruc- 
tion. 

During  this  murdering  time,  which  has  juftly  affum- 
ed  the  name  of  the  re'ig7i  of  terror,  the  leaders  of  feveral 
factions  of  the  revolutionills  themfelves  received  their 
reward  on  a  fcafFold,  and,  among  others,  Robe^ 
fpierre  and  his  accomplices.  When  thefe  men  fell, 
the  Convention,  according  to  its  ufualcuftom,  afcrib- 
ed  all  the  cruelties  committed  during  forae  time  before 
their  death,  to  them  alone ;  and  the  people,  always 
eager  for  blood,  now  demanded  the  heads  of  thofe 
whom  they  had  affiiled  in  the  murder  of  their  coun- 
trymen. By  facrificing  thefe  its  inllruments,  the 
Convention  faw  a  fair  opportunity  for  removing  the 
infamy  from  itfelf,  and  of  perpetuating  its  power. 
In  confequence,  many  of  them  were  tried  and  exe- 
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cuted,  and,  among  others,  Carrier  (a  member  of 
the  Convention),  who  had  been  Itationcd  at  Nantz, 
with  the  members  of  the  Revolutionary  Committee 
-of  that  unfortunate  town.  From  the  trial  of  thcfe 
men  it  is  that  I  have  telexed  the  fac^s  which  are  to 
compote  this  chapter.  The  trial  vt^as  before  the  tri- 
bunal at  Paris,  to  which  place  the  accufed  were  car- 
ried from  Nantz. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  alTerted  by  thofe  who  feem 
to  have  more  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  the  French 
than  to  that  of  truth,  that  the  barbarities  committed 
in  that  country  have  been  by  the  hands  of  foreign- 
ers. Such  a  iioryis  impoffible,  and  even  ridiculous  5 
but,  however,  it  has  induced  me  to  infert  here  a  lilt 
of  the  barbarous  v/retches  who  were  fo  long  the 
fcourge  of  the  city  of  Nantz,  from  which  it  will  ap- 
pear that  they  were  all  Frenchmen  born  and  bred. 
This  is  an  a6l  of  juftice  due  to  other  nations. 

Members  of  the  Co?ivent'ion  on  Mi/jion  at  Nantz, 
Carrier,  horn  in  Gafcony. 

Members  of  the  Revolutionary  Co?nmittee  at  Nantz,^ 

Goulin 

Chaux 

Grand-Maifou 

Bachclier 

Perrochaux 


Mainguet 
Naud 


►  Born  at  Nantz. 


Gallon 

Duraflier 

Leveque,  horn  at  Mayenne^ 

Bolognie,  horn  at  Pans. 

Battalie,  horn  at  Charitie-fur- Loire. 

Joly,  horn  at  Angerville-la-Martcl. 

Pinard,  horn  at  Chrijiople-Didms. 

Carrier  was  the  great  mover,  the  affalTin-general ; 
the  Committee  were  his  agents.  Some  of  them  were 

alwavs 
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always  aflembled  in  their  hall,  to  give  dlre(9ions  to 
the  under- murderers,  wliilc  the  others  took  repofe, 
or  were  difpatched  on  important  expeditions,  luch  as 
the  fhooting  or  drowning  of  hundreds  at  a  time. 
They  Hood  in  need,  howevt^r,  of  fubaltern  cut- 
throats, more  determined  and  bloody  them  tlie  peo- 
ple in  general ;  and  therefore  they  railed  a  company, 
who  took  the  title  of  the  Company  of  Marat,  com- 
pofed  of  the  vilefl:  wretches  that  were  to  be  found. 
Thefe  being  aflem bled  together,  took  the  following 
oath  before  their  employers. 

J^ol.  IV.  Page  203. — "  I  fwear  to  purfue  unto  death, 
all   royaVifts,  fanatics    (Chriltians  *},   gentlemen  (the 
French  word  is  mujcad'm,  which  means  a  gentleman,  or 
well-drejfedman) ,  and  wz^f/^r^^^^jr  (moderate  people),  un- 
der whatever  colour,  mafk,  or  form,  they  may  appear. 
''  I  fwear  to  fpare  neither  parents  nor  relations ;  to 
facrifice  my  perfonal  interefts,  and  even  friend fhip 
itfelf ;  and  to  acknowledge  for  parents,  brothers,  and 
friends,    nobody   but  the  patriots,    the  ardent  de- 
fenders of  the  republic." 

Pity  with  me,  reader,  the  poor  unhappy  people 
that  were  to  become  the  prey  of  a  fet  of  blood-hounds 
like  thefe.  Pity  the  aged  parents,  and  the  helplefs 
babes,  that  were  to  bleed  beneath  their  mercilefs 
fabres.  If  you  are  not  endowed  with  uncommon 
fortitude,  I  could  almoft  advife  you  to  advance  no 
further ;  fifty  times  has  the  pen  dropped  from  my 
trembling  hand  :  Oh  !  how  I  pity  the  hiftorian  that 
is  to  hand  thefe  bloody  deeds  down  to  our  fhudder- 
ing  and  indignant  pofterity. 

Vol.  i.  Pdge  66. — TronjoUy,  a  witnefs,  informs 
the  tribunal,  that  the  Company  of  Marat  was  a;  firft 
compofed  of  lixty  perlbns  ;  that  Goulin  openly 
propofed  that  none  but  the  mofl  infamous  villains 
ihould  be  admitted  into  it ;  and,  at  each  nomination, 

*  Fanatic  is  the  name  now  given  to  all  wlio  remain  attached  to 
tliq  Chiiftian  religion. 

cried 
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cried  out,  **  Is  there  no  greater  fcoundrel  to  be 
found  ?" 

On  the  24th  of  O6lober,  fays  the  witriefs,  I  heard 
.GouHn  and  his  colleagues  fay,  that  they  were  going 
to  give  a  great  example  ;  that  the  prifoners  fhould 
be  all  fhot.  I  attefl  that  this  fcene  was  ftill  more 
horrible  than  that  of  the  2 2d  and  23d  of  September. 
The  Company  of  Marat  were  carouling  round  a 
table,  and  at  the  fame  time  it  was  deliberated  whe- 
ther the  prifoners  fhould  not  be  mafiacred  by  hun- 
dreds. In  this  deliberation,  Goulin  was  for  indifcri- 
xninate  death  :  and  thus  were  the  prifoners,  without 
ever  being  interrogated  or  heard,  condemned  to  die. 
'There  exil^ed  no  proofs  of  guilt  againft  thefe  unfor- 
iunate  prifoners;  they  were  what  were  called ^//^ 
feSicd perfons :  the  felons,  and  all  ^W  criminals,  Avere 
iet  at  liberty. 

Carrier,  in  quality  of  a  member  of  the  Conven- 
tion, had  placed  a  vile  wretch  at  Painboeuf,  named 
Foucault,  to  whom  he  gave  an  abfolute  power  of 
life  and  death. 

Vol,  i.  Fage  68 — Old  men,  women  with  child, 
and  children,  were  drowned  without  diftindlion. 
They  were  put  on  board  of  lighters,  which  were 
railed  round  to  keep  the  prilbners  from  jumping  over- 
board if  they  fhould  happen  to  difengage  themfelves. 
There  were  plugs  made  in  the  bottom,  or  fides, 
which  being  pulled  out,  the  lighter  funk,  and  all  in 
it  were  drowned.  Thefe  expeditions  were  firft  car- 
ried on  by  night,  but  the  fun  foon  beheld  the  mur- 
derous work.  At  firft  the  prilbners  were  drowned  in 
their  clotties  ;  this,  however,  appeared  too  merciful ; 
^0  expofe  the  two  fcxes  naked  before  each  other  was 
a  pleafure  that  the  ruffians  could  not  forego. 

I  muft  now,  fays  the  witnefs,  fpeak  of  a  new  fort 
of  cruelty.  The  young  men  and  women  were  picked 
out  from  among  the  mats  of  fuiTerers,  ftripped  naked, 
and  tied  together  face  to  face.  After  being  kept  in 

this^ 
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tills  Hiuation  about  an  hoar,  they  were  put  uito  aa 
open  hghter ;  and  after  receiving  fevcral  blows  on 
the  llcall  with  the  but  of  a  muflcet,  thrown  into  the 
water.   Thefe  were  called  republican  marriages. 

Vol.  \.  Page  72. — On  the  26th  of  Ot^ober,  Car- 
rier, the  member  of  the  Convention,  ordered  mc 
(the  witnefs  was  a  judge  of  fome  fort)  to  guillotine 
indifcriminately  all  the  Vendeans  who  came  io  give 
themfelves  up.  I  refufed,  but  the  Rcprefentativc  of 
the  People  promifed  that  his  prey  Ihould  not  efcape 
him  thus.  In  fhort,  on  the  29th,  he  had  guillotined 
twenty-feyen  Vendeans,  among  whom  were  children 
of  thirteen,  fourteen,  and  fifteen  years  of  age,  and 
feven  young  women,  the  oldeft  of  which  was  not 
above  twenty-nine.  On  the  lame  day  twenty,other 
perfons  were  executed  without  trial. 

Fol.  i.  Page  76. — Carrier,  the  Woodieft  of  the 
bloody,  harangued  his  agents  fword  in  hand ; 
he  ordered  a  woman  to  be  fhot  at  her  v/indow, 
merely  becaufe  Ihe  looked  at  him ;  he  chofe  from 
among  the  female  prifoners,  thofe  whom  he  thought 
worthy  of  his  foul  embraces  ;  and,  after  being  fa- 
tiated  with  their  charms,  fent  them  to  the  guil- 
lotine. 

Obferve  well,  reader,  that  this  was  a  memher  of 
the  National   Convention ! — a    Rcprefentative   of  ths 
People!  a  Lazigiver! 

Fol.  iv.  Page  155. — I  think  it  neceffary  to  bring 
here  a  depolition  or  two  from  the  third  and  fourth 
volumes  of  the  trial,  as  they  will  fhow  at  once  the, 
pretended  and  real  motives  of  the  member  of  the 
Convention  and  his  Committee. 

Jomard,  a  witnefs,  declares,  that  when  the  gene- 
rale  was  beat  at  Nantz,  and  the  feizure  oi  fufpedied 
ferfons  began,  nobody  believed  any  thing  of  a  con- 
fpiracy  againfl  the  Republic.  As  a  clear  proof  of 
this,  adds  Jomard,  Richard,  one  of  the  agents  of 
the  Revolutionary  Committee,  wrote  to   his  friend 

Crefpin, 
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Crefpin,  telling  him  that  he  had  left  the  Company  of 
Marat  without  arms  ;  but  that  means  were  found 
out  to  arm  the  patriots  and  difarm  the  fufpetted. — 
The  generale,  adds  Richard,  is  now  beating ;  but 
do  not  frighten  yourfelf ;  I  will  tell  you  the  reafon 
of  this  at  your  return. 

Vol.  iii.  I* age  58. — Latour,  a  witnefs,  fays,  I 
was  lick  ;  Dulny,  who  was  my  do6lor,  informed 
me  that  Gaudet,  public  accufcr,  had  let  him  into  an 
important  fecret  ;  which  was,  that  Carrier,  and  the 
Revolutionary  Committee,  not  knowing  how  to 
jfquceze  the  rich,  had  fallen  upon  a  plan  to  imprifon 
them,  while  they  feized  on  their  efFedls.  In  order  to 
have  a  pretext  for  doing  this,  faid  Gaudet,  we  fhall 
^ive  out  that  there  exifts  a  confpiracy  againft  the 
Republic.  I  am  to  make  the  generale  beat  early  in 
the  morning.  The  fans-culottes  *,  informed  before- 
hand, are  to  parade  at  their  different  pofls  ;  the  rich 
and  the  timid  will,  according  to  cuftom,  remain  in 
their  houfcs  ;  to  thefe  houfes  the  fans-culottes  are  to 
repair,  pillage  all  they  have,  and  convey  them  to 
prifon. 

ISJotvvithftanding  my  illnefs,  I  had  no  Inclination,- 
to  be  found  at  hom6  ;  I  therefore  begged  the  Dodlof 
to  give  me  notice  when  the  affair  was  to  take  place, 
which  he  promifed  to  do.  In  three  days  after,  he  in- 
formed me  that  the  generale  would  beat  the  next 
morning.  In  fpite  of  my  licknefs,  I  went  to  my 
poft.  We  were  all  the  day  under  arms,  and  a  great 
number  of  rich  people  were  pillaged  and  impriibned,- 
fome  guillotined. 

I  atteft,  adds  the  witnefs,  that  there  was  not  the 
leaft    appearance    of  any    confpiracy.     All  was    2L 

*  This  degrading  term,  which  is  become  the  glory  of  modern 
patriots,  htexally  means,  tnen  'without  breeches ;  but  it  was  ever 
ufcd  by  the  French  to  defignate  vile,  rafcally  people,  the  dregs  of 
fociety  3  and  as  luch  we  ought  now  to  underlland  it. 

dead 
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dead  calm  ;  terror  and  conflernatlon  alone  reigned 
m  the  city.  More  than  three  thoiifand  vi6tims  to 
luil  and  avarice  were  this  day  lodged  in  loathibme 
dungeons,  from  whence  they  were  never  to  be  r£* 
lealed,  but  to  be  led  to  flaughten 

I  Ihall  now  iiifert  an  article  or  two  that  will  mvc 
the  reader  an  idea  of  the  manner  of  proceeding  c£ 
thele  fans-culottes. 

FoL  iv,  Pa^e  157. — One  of  the  members  of  tlic 
Revolutionary  Committee,  with  a  company  of  armed 
ruffians,  went  to  the  houfe  of  one  Careil.  They 
firli  examined  all  the  papers,  took  50C0  livres  iri 
paper  money,  and  12  louis  d'ors.  They  returned 
again  in  the  evening,  fays  the  witnefs,  who  it  feems 
was  miftrefs  of  the  houfe;  we,  at  firll,  toolc 
them  for  common  thieves,  and  therefore  our  alann 
iz'as  not  Jo  great ;  but  to  our  forrow,  we  were  foora 
convinced  by  the  voice  of  Pinard,  that  they  were 
the  patriots  of  the  Revolutionary  Committee.  Oar 
family  was  compofed  of  women  and  one  old  man. 
There  were  myfelf,  four  lifters-in-Iaw,  formerly  nuns, 
tvv'o  old  relations  above  eighty  years  of  age,  and  my 
hufband.  The  houle  and  yard  were  llripped  of 
every  thing,  and  the  rufHans  were  talking  of  fetting 
fire  to  the  buildings.  One  of  my  fillers  made  lliift 
to  preferve  800  livres  ;  flie  offered  them  thefe  to 
fave  the  houfe ;  they  accept  the  conditions,  re- 
ceive the  money,  and  then  burn  the  houfe  to  the 
ground. 

Our  perfons  were  now  all  that  remained  to  be  dif- 
pofed  of.  There  v^as  a  one-horfe  chair  ;  but  which 
was  too  good  for  any  of  us  :  it  was  faflened  to  the 
tail  of  a  cart  into  which  we  were  put  (my  hufband, 
an  old  and  infirm  man,  being  obliged  to  walk  in  the 
rear),  and  thus  were  dragged,  preceded  by  our  plun- 
dered property,  to  that  gang  of  cut-throats  called 
the  Revolutionary  Committee.  Here  our  complaints 
were  in  a  moment  ftifled.  Pinard  faid,  that  his  or- 
2  ders 
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ders  were  to  burn  all,  and  kill  all.  The  Committee 
were  afionillied  and  offended  at  his  clemency,  and 
reprimanded  him  leverely  for  not  havixig  murdered 
us  according  to  his  orders. 

I,  my  filters,  and  our  poor  old  relations,  were 
fent  to  one  prifon,  aud  my  huiband  to  another.  My 
hulband  died,  and  we  are  only  left  alive  to  weep 
and  flarve. 

It  is  well  worth  the  reader's  while  to  hear  what  this 
Pinardfaid  in  his  defence  on  this  head. 

Fol.  iv.  Fage  162. — We  adled,  fays  he,  by  the 
order  of  the  Reprefentative  of  the  People  Carrier. 
When  I  went,  at  my  return,  to  carry  him  the  church- 
plate  that  I  had  taken  from  the  nuns,  he  would  infift 
upon  my  drinking  out  of  the  chalice  (or  tacramental 
cup),  and  afked  me  why  I  had  not  killed  all  the 
damned  bitches. 

I  fhall  hereobferve  once  for  all,  that  thefe  volumes 
contain  a  feries  of  robberies  of  this  fort.  Sometimes 
the  plunder  was  divided  among  the  plunderers,  lome- 
times  it  was  delivered  to  Carrier,  and  at  others  it 
was  depolited  with  the  Revolutionary  Committee. 
Thefe  latter  impofed  immenfe  taxes,  or  rather  con- 
tributions, on  the  people,  under  pretence  ofaffiiling 
the  fans-culottes,  but  which  were  applied  to  their 
own  ufes.  It  is  jufl:  to  obferve  alfo,  that  the  tribunal 
at  Paris,  before  which  they  were  brought  to  anfwer 
for  their  crimes,  appears  to  have  fhown  much  more 
anxiety  about  the  gold  and  filver,  than  about  the 
lives  of  the  murdered  perfons. 

FoL  V.  Page  It;. — Mar'wtte,  a  witnefs,  informs 
the  tribunal  iliat  he  was  detached  on  a  party  to  feven 
miles  dillance  from  Nantz.  The  party,  fays  the  wit- 
nefs, 'vent  into  the  neighbourhood  of  the  forell  of 
Rince,  and  took  up  their  quarters  in  a  houfe  occu- 
pied by  Mrs.  Chauvette.  Five  days  after  our  arrival, 
came  Pinard,  about  midnight,  and  told  us  that  we 
were  in  the  houfe  of  an  ariftocrat.  He  bragged  of 
4  having 
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iiavlng  that  evening  killed  fix  women,  and  faid  that 
Chauvette  lliould  make  thefevcnth.  He  threatened 
her,  and,  to  add  to  her  torment,  told  her  to  comfort 
herfelf,  for  that  her  child  fhould  die  firft.  It  is  Pinard, 
adds  he,  that  now  fpcaks  to  you  :  Pinard,  that  carries 
on  the  war  againft  the  female  fex.  I  drew  my  fword, 
continues  the  witnefs,  and  told  Pinard  that  he  fhould 
pafs  over  my  dead  body  to  come  at  the  woman. 

Commerais^  who  was  another  of  this  party,  informs 
the  tribunal,  that  Pinard  being  thus  flopped,  Aubi- 
nct,  one  of  his  companions,  laid,  Stand  afide,  while 
I  cut  open  the  guts  of  that  bitch.  He  did  not  luc- 
c.ced,  however,  adds  this  witnefs.  Now  Maricuil 
came  up,  and  Iwore  he  would  have  her  life  ;  but  find- 
ing us  in  his  way,  he  faid,  You  look  like  a  good 
b — ger  enough  ;  i  have  a  word  to  fay  in  your  ear. 
We  only  want,  lays  he,  to  know  where  fhe  has  hid- 
den 60,000  livres  belonging  to  a  gentleman  in  the 
neighbourhood.  lanfwered.  Give  me  your  word  not 
to  hurt  the  woman  nor  her  child,  and  I  will  brins 
her  forth.  He  promifed,  and  I  brought  them  out. 
The  woman,  feeing  that  fhe  was  conducted  to  a  fort 
of  cellar,  cried  out,  I  know  I  am  brought  here  to  be 
murdered,  like  the  women  whofe  throats  v/erecut  in 
this  place  yefterday.  All  the  favour  I  afl^,  faid  fhe, 
is,  that  you  will  kill  me  before  you  kill  my  child. 
She  was  now  queftioned  about  the  money  ;  but  fhe 
continued  her  proteflations  of  knowing  nothing  of" 
it.  Pinard  and  Aubinet  prepared  again  to  aflaffinate 
her;  but  they  did  not  fucceed  for  this  time. 

Pill.  v.  Page  J  6. — The  fame  witnefs  relates  another 
adventure.  When  we  were  going  hence,  fays  he,  to- 
wards the  forefl  of  Rince,  we  heard  a  man  in  a  little 
wood,  crying  for  help.  We  found  Pinard  and  two 
other  horfemcn,  each  having  a  piece  of  linen  undet 
his  arm.  We  left  them,  and  foon  after  faw  two  poor 
pealimts  running  away.  In  going  along  among  the 
brufhwood,  fays  the  )vitnefs,  I  heard  fomething  ruflle 

VOL.  in,  I  almoft 
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almoft  under  my  feet :    1  knocked  the  bufhcs  afid^ 
with  tny  mulket : — what  fliould  it  be  but  two  chil- 
dren ?  1  gave  one  of"  them,  who   was  feven  years 
old,  into  the  care  of  Cedrc,  and  kept  the  otlier,  of 
five  years  old,  myfelf.     They   both   cried  bitterly. 
Their  cries  brought  to  us  two  women,  their  mothers, 
who  were  alfo  hid   among  the  bulhes ;  they  threw 
themfelves  upon  their  knees,  and  bclbught  us  not  to 
kill,  their  children.     In  quitting  the  wood,  Pinard 
came  up  with  us:  he  had  feveral  women,  whom   I 
faw  him   chop   down,  and  murder  with  his  fabre. 
What,  fays  he  to  me,  are  you  going  to  do  with 
thofc  two  children  ?  Stand  away,    favs  he,  till    I 
blow    out   their  brains.     I  oppofed  him,  and  while 
wc  were  in  difpute,  two  volunteers  brought  an  old 
man,  11  one-blind.     This  we   now  found  was    the 
grandfather  of  the  children.     Pray,  faid  the  poor 
old  man,  take  my  life,  and  preferve  myJittle  dar- 
lings.    I  told  him  that  we  would  take  care  of  them  ; 
be  wept,  and  fqueezed  my  hand.     This  unfortunate 
©Id  man,  adds  the  witnefs,  was  murdered  as  well  as 
the  women. 

Pinard  quitted  the  high  road  in  returning,  for  no 
other  purpofe  but  that  of  murdering.  He  and  his 
companions  killed  all  they  came  at,  men,  women, 
and  children,  of  all  ages.  To  juftify  his  barbarity, 
he  produced  the  decree  that  ordered  him  to  fpare 
neither  lex  nor  age. 

My  reader  will  recoilecl  that  the  National  Con- 
vention of  France  had  aboliflied  negro  Jhivery ; 
and  he  will  alfo  recoiled,  tliat  the  humanity  of  tliis 
meafure  has  been  much  applauded  by  thofe  who 
liave  not  penetration  enough  to  fee  their  motives  in 
lb  doing. 

We  Ihall  now  fee  what  advantage  this  liberty  pro- 
cured to  the  unfortunate  country- people  round 
Nantz.  This  city,  trom  its  commercial  relations 
with  the  Wefi  India  iflands,  always  contained   a 
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number  ot  blacks  who  came  to  wait  on  their  maficrs, 
&c.  As  foon  as  the  decree  aboh  tiling  negro  flavery 
appeared,  thefe  people  claimed  their  rights  as  citi- 
zens ;  and,  liaving  no  employment,  they  were  taken 
into  the  fervicc  of  the  Republic,  and  placed  under 
the  orders  of  the  Revolutionary  Committee.  A 
party  of  thefe  citizens  was  fent  to  affill  in  the  mur- 
ders round  the  city,  and  we  fhall  fee  that  they  were 
by  no  means  wanting  in  obedience  to  their  em- 
ployers. 

F'oL  V.  Page  90.— z\n  officer,  named  Ormes, 
came,  fays  a  witnefs,  to  afk  our  affiflance  in  favour 
of  five  pretty  women,  whom  the  Company  of  Ame- 
ricans (this  was  the  word  which  had  taken  place  ot' 
that  of  fiegroes,  becaufe  the  Convention  had  forbid- 
den any  one  to  call  them  fiegroes)  had  referved  for  a 
purpofe  eafily  to  be  guelTed  at.  A  party  marched 
off,  and  foon  came  to  the  houfe  where  the  blacks 
had  lodged  the  women.  The  poor  creatures  were 
crying  and  groaning  ;  their  fhrieks  were  to  be  heard 
at  half  a  mile  dirtance.  The  party  ordered  tho 
door  to  be  opened,  which  was  at  lafl  done.  They 
then  demanded  the  women  ;  No,  replied  the  blacks, 
they  are  now  our  Jluves ;  we  have  earned  them  dear 
enough,  and  you  fhall  tear  them  away  limb  by  limb 
if  you  havti  them.  Wc  arc  told  by  thefe  men,  tliat, 
thanks  to  the  fuJutary  decrees  of  the  Convention,  the 
French  empire  contained  710  (laves.  The  brutality 
of  the  blacks  would  not  permit  Ihcm  to  lillen  to  the 
voice  of  reafbn;  they  prepared  for  the  defence  of 
their  prey .^  when  tlie  party,  always  guided  by  pru- 
dence^ preferred  retiring,  to  avoid  fiaughier. 

Two  days  after,  continues  the  witnefs,  the  Ame- 
ricans^ fatiatcd  with  their  captives,  left  them.  One 
of  thefe  women,  the  handfomelf  in  the  eyes  of  the 
blacks,  had  been  obliged  to  endure  the  approaches 
of  more  than  a  hundred  of  them.     Slie  was  fallen 
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into   a  kind   of  fiupor,  and  was  unable  to  walk  of 
Itand.     The  whole  five  were  iliot  foon  after. 

I  do  not  know  which  is  moft  entitled  to  our  de- 
tettation  here,  the  brutal  negroes,  or  the  pufillani- 
mous,  ralcally  Frenchmen,  who  were  the  witnefTes 
of  their  horrid  deeds.  Prudence  taught  thefe  pol- 
troons to  retire,  when  they  taw  five  of  their  lovely 
countrywomen  expofed  to  the  naufeous  embraces 
of  a  fet  of  filthy,  mercilefs  monfiers  1  They  faw 
them  bathed  in  tears,  heard  their  fiapplicating  cries, 
were  Ihocked  at  a  fight,  the  very  idea  of  which 
roufes  all  the  feelings  of  manhood  ;  but  Prudence 
taught  them  to  retire  ! — Savage  villains  !  Prudence 
never  taught  you  to  retire  from  the  drownings  and 
cries  of  poor  defencelels  innocent  priefis,  and 
women  and  children  !  It  was  not  till  the  blacks 
prepared  to  defend  their  prey,  that  Prudence  taught 
you  to  retire  ! 

Some  of  the  women,  taken  in  the  country,  were 
fuflfcred  to  die,  or  rather  to  be  murdered,  in  a  left 
ihocking  way. 

Fol    V.  Page  35. — Nantz^  5    VenJofe,  fecondyeaf- 
of  the  French  Republic.     Citizen  Male  is  hereby  or- 
dered to  condu^  the  forty  women,  under  his  care^ 
to   the  top   of  the  cliff   Pierre   Moine,  and   there 
throw  themiiead  foremofl-  into  the  fea. 

(Signed)  Foucault. 
We  now  come  to  the  depofitlon  o(  George  Thomas^ 
a  health  officer,  who  is  one  among  the  few,  even  of 
the  witnelies,  that  appears  to  have  preferved  forae 
remains  of  humanity.  He  tells  fuch  a  tale  of  woe 
as  I  hope,  and  am  perfuaded,  the  reader's  heart  will 
with  difficulty  fupport. 

Vol.  it.  Page  147. — The  revolutionary  holpital, 
fays  the  witnefs,  was  totally  unprovided  with  every 
iieceffary.  The  jail  fever  made  terrible  ravages  in 
all  the  houfes  of  detention  ;  leventy-five  pcrfons,  or 
thereabout,  died  daily  in  this  holpital.  There  was 
4  nothing 
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nothing  but  rotten  mattraiTes  :    on  each   of  thcni 
more  than  fifty  prifoners  had  breathed  their  lafi^. 

I  went  to  Chaux,  one  of  tl'.e  Committee,  to  aflc 
for  rehef  for  the  unhappy  wretches  that  remained 
here.  We  cannot  do  any  thing,  faid  Chaux  ;  but 
if  you  will,  you  may  contribute  to  the  caufe  of  Im- 
manity  by  a  way  that  I  will  point  out  to  you.  That 
rafcal  Phillippes  has  200,000  livres  in  his  clutches, 
which  we  cannot  come  at.  Now,  if  you  will  ac- 
cufe  him  in  form,  and  fupport  your  accufation  by 
witnefTcs  that  I  will  engage  to  furnifh  you  with,  I 
will  grant  you,  out  of  the  fum,  all  that  you  want 
for  the  revolutionary  hofpital.  At  the  very  mention 
of  hummiity  from  Chaux  I  was  abounded  :  the  latter 
part  of  his  propolal,  however,  brought  me  back  to 
niy  man.  I  rejected  it  with  the  indignation  that  it 
merited. 

I  attefl:,  that  the  Revolutionary  Committee  of 
Nantz  feized  and  imprilbned  almoll  all  ihofe  who 
were  efleemed  rich,  men  of  talents,  virtue,  and 
humanity. 

I  accufethis  Committee  of  having  ordered,  to  my 
knowledge,  the  fhooting  or  drowning  of  betweea 
four  and  five  hundred  children,  the  oldell  of  which 
were  not  more  than  fourteen  years  of  age. 

Minguet,  one  of  the  Committee,  had  given  me 
an  order  to  choofe  two  from  among  the  children, 
whom  I  intended  to  fave  from  death,  and  bring  up, 
I  chofe  one  of  eleven  years  old,  and  another  of 
fourteen.  The  next  day  I  went  to  the  prifon  called 
the  Entrepot,  with  teveral  of  my  friends,  whom  I 
bad  prevailed  on  to  afk  for  fome  of  thefe  children. 
When  we  came,  we  found  the  poor  little  creatures 
iliood  no  longer  in  need  of  our  interpofition.  They 
were  all  drowned.  I  attefl",  that  I  faw  in  this  pri- 
fon, but  the  evening  before,  more  than  four  huu- 
^Ired, 
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Having  received  an  order  from  the  military  com- 
miflioners  to  go  to  the  Entrepot,  to  certify  as  to  tlie 
pregnancy  of  a  great  number  of  women,  I  found) 
in  the  entering  this  horrible  flaughter-houfe,  a  great 
quantity  of  dead  bodies,  thrown  here  and  there.  I 
faw  feveral  infants,  fomeyet  palpitating,  and  others 
drowned  in  tubs  of  human  excrement.  I  hurried 
along  through  this  fcene  of  horror.  Mj  afpecl 
frightened  the  women  :  they  had  been  accuftomed 
to  lee  none  but  their  butchers.  I  encouraged  them  ; 
fpoke  to  them  the  language  of  humanity.  I  found 
that  thirty  of  them  were  with  child  ;  feveral  of  them 
leven  or  eight  months.  Some  few  days  after  I  went 
again  to  fee  thefe  unhappy  creatures,  whofe  fituation 
rendered  them  objecis  of  compallion  and  tendernefs  ; 
but — (adds  the  witnefs  with  a  faltering  voice), 
fhall  I  tell  you,  they  had  been  moft  inhumanly 
murdered. 

The  further  I  advanced,  continues  the  witnefs, 
the  more  was  my  heart  appalled.  There  were  eight 
hundred  women,  and  as  many  children,  confined 
in  llie  Entrepot  and  in  the  Maril'iere.  There  were 
neither  bedsj  llraw,  nor  neceflary  vcffcis.  The  pri- 
foners  were  in  want  of  every  thing.  Dodfor  Roll  in 
and  myfelf  fa w  five  children  expire  in  Icfs  than  four 
minutes.  They  received  no  kind  of  nourifhment. — - 
We  alked  the  women  in  the  neighbourhood,  if  they 
could  not  lend  them  fome  alliftance.  What  would 
you  have  us  do?  faid  they ;  Grand-Maifon  arrefis 
every  one  that  attempts  to  fucrcur  them. 

KoL  \\.  Page  i^(-). — The  fame  witnefs  fays,  I  ac- 
cufe  the  Committee  in  general  of  the  murder  of  fe- 
vcn  prifoners,  whom,  for  want  of  time  to  examine 
them,  they  had  hewn  down  with  fabres  under  the 
window  of  their  hall; 

The  witnefs  add>;,  Carrier  and  the  Committee,  as 
well  as  their  under-fnurderers,  uied  to  turn  the 
drownings  into  jeits :  they  called  them  immerfionSy 

t^ational 
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national  hapt'ifms,  'vertical  traiifportations^  hathings^ 
&c.  I  entered,  Thys  he,  one  day,  a  public-houfe 
oppoFitc  the  Bouffiiy,  where  I  faw  a  waterman, 
named  Perdreau.  He  alked  me  for  a  pinch  of  fnuft" : 
for,  fays  the  ruffian,  I  have  richly  earned  it ;  I  have 
jiift  helped  to  difpatch  feven  or  eight  hundred. 
How,  fays  I,  do  you  manage  to  make  away  with 
them  io  faft  ?  Nothing  fo  eafy,  replied  he  ;  when  I 
have  a  bathing- match,  I  ftrip  them  naked,  two  men 
with  their  bayonets  pufh  them,  tied  two  and  two, 
into  my  boat,  whence  they  go  foufe  into  the  water, 
with  a  broken  llcnll. 

Vol.  ii.  Page  151. — Faujois,  a  witnefs,  fiiys  ;  I 
wrote  ten  times  to  the  adminiilrators  of  the  diftricTr, 
and  went  often  to  the  Revolutionary  Committee,  to 
requefi:  that  fomething  fliould  be  done  for  the  poor 
children  in  prilbn  ;  but  could  obtain  nothing.  At 
laft  I  ventured  ta-^^eak  to  Carrier,  who  replied,  in 
a  paiTion,  You  arc  a  counter-revolutionid :  no 
pity:  they  are  young  vipers,  that  mud  be  deftroyed. 
— If  I  had  adlied  of  myfelf,  lays  the  witnels,  1 
fliould  have  fhared  their  fate. 

One  day,  in  entering  the  Entrepot,  a  citizen  of 
Nantz  faw  a  great  heap  of  corpfes  :  they  were  all  of 
children  ;  many  were  fiill  palpitating  and  flruggling 
with  death.  The  man  looked  at  them  for  fome 
time,  faw  a  child  move  its  arm,  he  feized  it,  ran 
home  with  it,  and  had  the  good  luck  to  fave  it  from 
death,  and  its  more  terrible  minifters. 

Here  Thomas  is  again  queftioned,  and  he  attefls, 
that  the  Revolutionary  Committee  ilTued  an  order, 
commanding  all  thofe  who  had  taken  children  from 
the  prifons,  to  carry  them  back  again  ;  and  this, 
adds  the  witnefs,  for  the  pure  pleaiurc  of  having: 
them  murdered. 

Vol.  iv.  Page  245. — CoJJlranf,  a  witnefs,  dcpofes 
that  it  v/aspropofed  to  fhoot  Ibmc  of  the  prifoncrs  en 
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majf^*  \  but  that  the  propofal  was  rejected.  How- 
ever, fays  he,  as  I  was  returning  home  one  evening, 
I  met  Ramor,  who  told  me  that  the  Ihooting  was  at 
that  moment  going  on.  As  I  heard  no  noiie,  I 
could  not  believe  him  ;  but  I  was  not  fuffered  to  re- 
main long  in  doubt.  A  fellow  came  up  to  me,  co- 
vered with  blood  :  That  is  the  way  we  knock  them 
off,  my  boy,  fays  he.  Seven  hundred  had  been  fhot 
that  afternoon. 

Vol,  iv.  Page  z(^(i. — Debcurges,  a  witnefs,  fays, 
I  have  fcen,  during  fix  days,  nothing  but  drown- 
ings guillotinings,  and  fhootuigs.  Being  once  on 
guard,  I  commanded  a  detachment  that  conducfted 
the  fourth  ynajfe  qf  women  to  be  fliot  at  Gigan. 
When  I  arrived,  1  fbund  the  dead  bodies  of  feventy- 
iive  women  already  firetched  on  the  fpot.  They 
"were  quite  naked.  I  was  informed  that  they  were 
girls  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  years  of  age.  When 
they  had  the  mibfortune  not  to  fall  dead  after  the 
ihot,  they  were  difpatrhed  with  fabres. 

Vol.  ii.  Pdge  x\j:i^.—~Nmul^  one  of  the  accufed, 
fays,  I  favv  a  red  headed  General,  named  He6lor, 
at  the  head  of  a  detachment,  condu(^ing  prifoners 
to  the  meadow  of  the  Mauves.  Calirie  and  I  fol- 
lowed him.  When  we  came,  they  were  preparing 
to  fire  ;  but  we  made  fhift  to  fave  a  few  of  the  chil- 
dren. 

Vol.  i.  Page  27. — Labenctte,  a  witnefs,  informs 
the  tribunal,  that  the  RcvolutionaTy  Committee  or- 
dered to  be  /luck  on  all  the  walls  of  tlie  city,  a  de- 
cree, /orbidding  all  fathers,  mothers,  hufbands, 
wives,  children,  relations,  or  friends,  io  folic  ii  the 
pardon  of  any  prifoner  whatever. 


*  The  French  expreflion  is  preferved  here.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  it  will  never  be  adopted  in  the  Janguage  of  any  other  coun- 
try.   Its  meaning  is,  ;■« /w«//;>*r/f J, 
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I  was  alfo  witncfs  of  the  drowning  of  ninety 
priefts,  two  of  whom,  who  were  decrepit  old  men, 
by  fome  accident  or  other,  efcaped,  but  were  re- 
taken and  murdered.  Indeed,  adds  this  witncls,  I 
have  been  an  eye-witncfs  of  feveral  drownings  of 
men,  women  wilh  child,  girls,  boys,  infants,  indif- 
criminately.  I  have  alfo  feen  fome  of  all  thcie  delcrip- 
tionsfhot  in  the  public  fquare,  and  at  other  places. 
The  national  guard  of  the  city  was  employed  du- 
ring fix  weeks  in  filling  up  the  ditches,  into  which 
the  maffacred  perfons  were  thrown.  I  was  do6lor 
to  one  of  the  prifons,  and  was  like  to  be  difpluccd, 
bccaufe  I  was  too  humane. 

FoL  i.  Page  60. — Carrier  fent  for  the  Prefident 
of  the  Military  Commiflion.  It  is  you,  then,  fays 
he,  Mr.  Ibn  of  a  bitch,  that  has  dared  to  give  or- 
ders contrary  to  mine.  Mind  ;  if  you  have  not 
emptied ihe.  Entrepot  in  two  hours,  I  will  have  your 
head,  and  the  heads  of  all  the  Commiflion. — It  is 
not  neceffary  to  add^  tliat  he  was  obeyed. 

Vol.  i.  Page  103. — TronjoUy,  a  witnefs,  fays,  that 
Chaux  expreffed  his  difapprobation  of  the  law  of 
the  14th  of  September.  It  is  a  great  pity,  faid  he, 
it  ever  was  made  ;  without  that,  we  would  have  re- 
duced the  inhabitants  of  Nantz  to  a  handful. — Car- 
rier was  confulted,  adds  this  witnefs,  withrefpc6l  to 
receiving  money  to  fave  the  lives  of  the  rich;  but 
the  merciful  Re'prefentative  of  Uie  People  anfwered 
—No  compofitions  ;  the  guillotine  ;  the  guillotine  ; 
and  take  their  money  al'tervv^ard. — Three  women, 
too  charming  certainly,  lince  they  attra61ed  the  de- 
iires  of  the  ferocious  Carrier,  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  chofen  for  the  tiger's  pleafures.  He  firit  facrificed 
them  to  his  brutal  lull,  and  then  feut  them  to  aug- 
ment the  tnajfe  of  a  maffacre. 

JTol.  ii.  Page  175. — .The  widow  i)«w^',  a  witnefs, 
fays,  that  flie  is  the  widow  of  the  late  keeper  of  the 
Entrepot ;  that  the  faw  fifty  priefts   brought  there, 

and 
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and  robbed  of  all  their  money  and  effects ;  and  (liat 
they  were  afterwards  drowned,  with  fome  women 
3Dd  little  ehildren.  She  ahb  adds,  twenty-four 
men  and  four  women  were  taken  out  one  day.  A 
child  of  fourteen  years  was  tied  with  others  to  be 
drowned ;  his  cries  for  his  papa  were  enough  to 
pierce  the  heart  of  a  tiger;  Lambertye  tied  him, 
however,  and  drowned  him  with  the  reft. 

Fouquet,  the  companion  of  Lambertye,  faid  on 
this  occafion,  that  he  had  already  helped  to  difpateh 
nine  thoafand,  and  that  if  they  would  but  let  him 
alone  for  twenty-four  hours,  he  would  fweep  all  the 
prifons  of  Nantz.  , 

Vol.  ii.  Fage  i86. — LacailJe,  keeper  of  another 
prifon  called  the  Boujfay,  gives  a  circumllantial  ac- 
count of  one  of  the  drowninss. 

The  horrid  night,  fays  the  witnefs,  of  the  ^-^d  of 
Oilober,  two  foldiers  of  the  Company  of  Marat 
came  to  the  Boujfay,  each  with  a  bundle  of  cords. 
About  nine  o'clock,  they  told  me  there  were  one 
hundred  and  fifty-five-  prifoners,  whom  they  were 
to  transfer  to  Belle-Ifle,  to  v»'ork  at  a  fortrefs.  About 
an  hour  after  arrived  thirty  or  forty  more  of  thete 
foldiers.  An  order  from  the  Committee  was  pro- 
duced for  the  delivery  of  one  hundred  and  lifty-iive 
of  my  prilbners.  I  obferved  to  them,  that  feveral 
of  the  prifoners  on  the  lifl  were  now  at  liberty,  or 
in  the  hofpitals. 

They  now  fat  down  to  table,  and,  after  having 
flapped  and  drank  heartily,  they  brought  out  their 
cords,  and  diverted  themlelves  awhile  in  tying  each 
other,  as  they  intended  to  tie  the  prifoners.  1  then 
conducted  them  to  the*  rooms  where  the  prifoner? 
were  lodged.  They  inflantly  fall  to  work,  tying 
the  poor  trembling  wretches  two  and  two.  • 

Grand-Mailbn  now  entered  the  court-yard,  and 
hollowed  out  to  them  to  difpateh.  Goulin  came 
ftamping  and  fvvearingj  becaufe  the  number  on  the 
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lift  could  not  be  completed.     There  were  fo  many 
fick  and  dead,  that  they  could  not  well  be  made  up. 
I  fent  you  fifteen  this  evening,  lays  Goqlin ;  what 
have  you  done  with  them?    1  told  him  they  were 
up  ft  airs-     Dovvn  with  them,  lays  he.     I  obeyed, 
and  they  were  tied,  like  the  reft.     Inftead  of  one 
bundr'id   and  fifty-five,    Goulin   at  laft   confented 
to  take  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  ;    but  this 
number  not  being  complete,  the  equitable  and  tcn- 
dvir-hearted  Goulin   orders    the    remainder    to    be 
taken  from  the  prifoners  indifcriminately  ;  and  when 
this  was  done,  he  marches  oft'  at  the  head  of  the 
^flfafrms  to  condudl  them  to  the  river,  where  they 
were  all  drowned. 

Vol.  ii.  Page  204. — The  widow  Mallet,  who  had 
firft  been  robbed  of  her  property,  and  then  impri- 
foned,  gives  an  account  of  the  manner  in  which 
Ihe  and  her  companions  in  captivity  were  treated. 

I  complained.,  fays  this  poor  woman,  to  Perro- 
cheaux  of  a  violent  fore  throat.  That  is  good,  faid 
be  ;  the  guillotine  will  cure  you  of  that. 

One  day  Jolly  afked  if  I  was  not  the  widow 
Mallet,  and  giving  me  a  look,  that  makes  me  trem- 
ble even  now.  Aye,  fays  he,  fhe  fhall  drink  out  of 
the  great  cup. 

In  the  houfe  where  we  were  confined,  there  was 
a  great  number  of  beautiful  pidlures.  Some  men 
were  fent  one  day  by  the  Committee  to  tear  them 
to  pieces,  which  they  did,  leaving  only  one  which 
reprefented  Death,  and  jeering  with  favage  irony. 
Contemplate  that  image,  faid  they,  to  cheer  your 
hearts. 

We  were  in  want  of  every  necefl^ary.  Seven 
bundred  of  us  were  confined  in  this  houle,  which, 
even  as  a  prifon,  was  too  fmall  for  two  hundred. 
Forty  were  crammed  into  one  little  chamber. 
During  fix  or  feven  months  Vv^e  had  no  infirmary, 
pr  rather,  each  apartment  was  one.     The,^  lick  and 
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dead  were  often  extended  on  the  iloor  among  tlier 
living.  How  many  have  I  fceii  ili'ugghng  in  the 
pan<:5s  of  death  by  my  fide  ! 

Grand-Maifon  told  me  one  day  of  an  old  quarrel : 
Times  are  altered,  Ihys  he  ;  now  I  have  you  under* 
my  clutches. 

Duraffier  came  one  day  drunk,  and  began  to 
make  out  a  lift  for  execution.  His  oaths  and  im- 
precations made  us  tremble  ;  I  was  on  the  fatal  lilt^ 
and  I  know  not  how  I  have  cfcaped. 

My  old  lervant  went  to  folicit  for  my  removal, 
reprefcnting  me  as  dangeroufly  ill.  Perrocheaux 
faid  to  her,  Let  her  die,  you  lilly  bitch,  and  then 
we  fhall  have  her  houfe,  and  you  will  fare  better 
with  us  than  with  her. 

FoL  ii.  Page  21^. — Brejot^  a  wilnets,  fays,  There 
"were  fome  women  going  to  be  fhot;  one  of  them 
had  a  child  of  eleven  months  old  at  her  breafl, 
which  the  afTaffins  would  have  fhot  with  its  mother, 
had  not  a  foldier  thatched  it  from  her  arms.  The 
babe  was  carried  by  a  woman  to  Gourlay,  a  fur- 
geon,  who  had  the  compaliion  to  take  care  of  it. 

P^'ol.  ii.  Page  2,17. — Fo7(rmes,  a  witnefs,  fays, 
that  there  were  at  one  time,  to  his  knowledge, 
ninetj^-fix  priefls  drowned  in  the  Loire,  Adds  he, 
four  of  them  got  on  board  a  Dutch  Hoop  lying  in 
the  river;  but  were  retaken  and  drowned  the  next, 
day.  Foucault,  in  boafting  of  the  fecond  drown- 
ing of  thefe  pr^efls,  fhowed,  in  the  company  where 
I  was,  a  pair  of  fhoes  he  then  wore,  which  he  had, 
taken  from  the  feet  of  one  of  them. 

VoL  ii.  Page  220. — Ja7ie  LalVies^  a  young  wo- 
man, confined  on  the  general  accnfation  of  being 
an  aritlocrat,  informs  the  tribunal,  that  fhe  was 
made  cook  in  the  prifon.  One  night,  fays  fhe,  a, 
number  of  the  Company  of  Marat  came  to  the  pri- 
fon. One  Girardeau  condu6fed  the  troop.  Come, 
my  lads,  fays  he,  I  mull  go  and  fee  m-^  birds  in 
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the  cao;o.  Ducon,  feeing  ibme  of  the  pnfoncrs 
Weep,  What  the  devil  do  you  howl  for?  fays  he:  wc 
want  provifions  here,  and  we  are  going  to  fend  you 
off  to  get  us  fome,  that  is  all. 

Crefpin  faid  to  me,  in  giving  me  feveral  blows 
whh  his  naked  fword,  March,  bitch,  light  us  along  : 
,  we  are  matters  now  :    your  turn  will  foon  come, 
when  there  is  no  better  game. 

Come,  come,  my  little  fmging  birds,  faid  Jolly? 
out  of  your  nefts,  and  make  up  your  packets,  and 
above  all  do  not  forget  your  pocket-books ;  that  is 
the  main  point ;  no  cheating  the  nation.  Ducon 
faid  alide  to  Durallier,  Are  not  they  finely  bit  ? 
Finding  they  did  not  prepare  themlelves  quick 
enough,  he  adds,  Come,  come,  time  to  drefs  them, 
time  to  fhoot  them,  time  to  knock  their  brains  out — 
1  think  that  is  plenty  of  time  for  them. 

Duraffier  kept  bawling  out.  Quick,  b — gers, 
march.  To  a  fick  man,  who  walked  with  a  ftick, 
he  faid,  You  want  no  ftick ;  march  like  the  rell, 
b — gers  ;  you  Ihall  foon  have  a  tiick  with  a  devil 
to  you. 

Ducon,  as  he  went  away,  faid  to  the  keeper. 
Good  by  for  this  time;  we  ihall  come  again  loon 
to  eale  you  of  the  relt  t  I  think  we  have  a  pretty 
fmart  haul  for  once. — Thefe  poor  fouls  were  all 
drowned. 

rol.  ii.  Page  222. — Mrs.  Pirhof,  living  by  tiic 
water-lide  at  Nantz,  lays,  that  Ihe  law  the  carpen- 
ters bufy  conllructing  the  lighters  for  drowning  the 
prifoncrs;  and  foon  after,  fays  tlie  witnefs,  I  law 
brought  to  be  drowned  at  the  Crepufcule,  a  great 
number  of  women,  many  of  whom  had  fucking 
children  in  their  arms.  They  Icrcamed  and  cried 
moll  pitcoufly.  Oh  !  ftid  they,  muft  we  be  pat  to 
death  without  being  heard  ? 

Several  poor  women  of  the  neighbourhood  ran 
and  took  a  cliild  apiece,  and  fome  two,  from  them. 

Upon 
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Upon  this  the  poor  creatures  fhrieked  an(^  fore  ttieit* 
hair  vvorfe  than  before. — Oh  !  my  dear,  my  love, 
my  darHng  babe  !  am  I  never  to  fee  your  dear  face 
again  ?  Heavens  protect  my  poor  dear  little  love  ! 
— Such  heart-piercing  cries  were  llirely  never  before 
heard  !  yet  thefe  could  not  foften  the  hell-hounds 
that  conduced  them. 

Many  of  thefe  women  were  far  advanced  with 
child.  All  were  taken  into  the  boats ;  a  part  were 
immediately  di (patched,  and  the  reft  put  on  board 
the  Dutch  floop  till  the  next  day. 

When  the  next  day  arrived,  fays  the  witnefs, 
though  we  were  all  terror-ftruck,  many  had  the 
courage  to  allc  for  a  child  apiece  of  thofe  that  were 
left  aiive:  but  the  hard-hearted  villain  Fouquet 
refufed,  pretending  his  order?  were  changed ;  and 
$11  that  remained  on  board  the  floop  were  drowned. 

FoL  ii.  Page  223. — The  fame  witnefs  fays,  One 
day  I  faw  fcveral  prifoners,  brought  from  the  Entre- 
pot, depolited  in  a  lighter  with  a  neck.  They  were 
iUftened  under  hatches,  where  they  were  left  for 
ibrty-eight  hours.  When  the  hatches  were  opened^ 
tiiere  were  fixty  of  tliem  ftiiied.  Other  prifoners 
that  v/ere  now  on  board  were  obliged  to  take  out 
the  bodies.  Robin  ftood  on  the  deck,  with  his 
drawn  Iword  in  his  hand,  and  luperintended  the 
work.  This  done,  all  the  prifoners  on  board  were 
ft  ripped  naked,  men,  women,  and  children  of  all 
ages,  from  fourfcore  to  five ;  their  hands  were  tied 
behind  them,  and  they  were  thrown  into  the  river. 

Here  the  Judge,  if  we  ought  to  call  a  fans-cu- 
lotte  ruffian  a  Judge,  afked  the  w^itnefs  if  this  drown- 
ing w^as  performed  by  day  or  by  night.  By  open 
day,  anfwers  the  witnels.  She  adds,  I  obferved 
tiiat  the  drowners  became  very  familiar  with  the 
prettieft  of  the  women  ;  and  lome  few  of  them  were 
favcd,  if  it  can  be  called  laving,  to  endure  the  more 
than  infernal  embraces  of  tbefe  raonfiers. 

Fol 
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P^ei.  il.  Page  227. — Dclaniarre  informs  the  tri- 
bunal, that  there  was  a  heap  formed  of  the  bodies 
of  the  women  who  had  been  lliot,  and  that  the 
foldiers,  laughing,  called  this  horrible  l"pe61acle  tlte 
mountain^  alluding  to  the  Mountain  of  the  Natio^ial 
Convention. 

Vol.  ii.  Page  23  1 . — Foiicault  having  faid  one  day 
to  Bachelier,  that  he  had  two  cargoes  to  difpatck 
that  night,  Bachelier  flings  his  arms  round  kis 
neck,  faying,  You  are  a  brave  fellow,  the  befl  revo- 
lutionift  I  know  among  tiiera  all. 

This  fame  Foucault  tired  at  his  father  with  a  pif- 
tol  ;  and  was  looked  upon  as  the  inventor  oi  the 
plugged  lighters  for  drowning  the  prifoncrs. 

DchiJJdly  who  appears  to  have  been  an  oflicer 
•of  police,  tells  the  tribunal,  that  one  day  he  had 
taken  up  a  woman  of  bad  tame,  who  lived  with 
Lambcrtve,  one  of  the  chief  drowners.  He  came 
to  my  houle,  fays  the  witnefs,  in  a  rage,  abufed  my 
wife,  and  catling  a  ferocious  look  at  my  childreij. 
Poor  little  b — gers,  fays  he,  I  pity  you  ;  to-morrovsr 
you  will  be  fatherlefs. 

P^ol.  ii.  Page  .252. — Coron,  one  of  the  Company 
of  Marat,  informs  the  tribunal,  that  he  had  fevcii 
thoufand  five  hundred  perfons  lliot  at  the  Gigaii, 
and  tour  thoufand  he  had  allilled  to  drown, 

P^ol.  ii.  Pa^e  254. — Sophy  BretonviUe,  a  witnelJi, 
attefts,  that  Perrocheaux  came  leveral  times  to  her 
father's,  under  pretence  of  fpeaking  to  her  mother 
about  the  releafe  of  her  hufband ;  but  that  his  real 
bufinefs  was  to  make  indecent  otters  to  herfelf.  In 
Ihort,  fays  the  witnefs,  he  made  me  an  oftVr  to  re- 
leafe my  father,  if  I  would  fatisfy  his  luftful  delires; 
but,  as  I  refuted.  Very  well,  faid  heat  lail,  I  Ihall 
go  and  do  his  builnefs  for  him  in  an  inftant. 

Fd.  ii.  Page  258. — A  houfe  was  wanted  for  fome 
purpofe  by  the  Committee.  Chaux  was  told  that 
there  was  one  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  but  that  it 
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was  occupied  by  the  owner.  A  pretty  {tory,  fnyg 
lie;  in  with  the  b — ger  into  prilbn,  and  he  will  be 
glad  to  purchafe  his  life  at  the  expente  of  his  houfe. 

When  tlie  horrible  fituation  ot"  the  prifoners  was, 
reprefented   to  the  Conmiittec,  Goulin  and  Chaux 
replied,  So  much  the  better;  let  thcrn  die,  it  will 
be  fo  much  clear  gain  to  the  nation. 

Vol.  ii.  Piig^  284.' — Jane  La^Signe  mforms  the 
tribunal,  that  one  night  Carrier  came  with  Phillippe 
to  fup  at  her  honle.  They  were  talking,  fays  the 
^vitnels,  of  the  mtafures  to  be  purfucd.  You  are  a 
parcel  of  whining  b — gers  of  judges,  faid  Carrier  : 
you  want  proofs  to  guillotine  a  man  ;  into  the  river 
with  the  b — gers,  fays  the  Reprefentative  of  the  Peo- 
ple, into  the  river  with  them  ;  that  is  the  fhortcfi:  way. 

Vol.  iii.  Pdge  12. — A^ary  Herau  informs  the  tri- 
bunal, that  fhe  got  admittance  one  day  into  a  pri- 
fon  where  there  were  a  great  many  women  con- 
fined ;  leveral  hundreds.  I  faw  one  amongft  them, 
adds  the  witnefs,  that  was  taken  in  labour  :  the  was 
crawling  with  vermin  ;  her  lips  were  blue  ;  death 
had  already  feized  her.  To  bear  the  ftench  of  this 
infected  abode,  I  was  obliged  to  have  the  IrncUing- 
bottle  continually  at  ray  nofe. 

In  confequence  of  the  permiflion  granted  me  to 
choofe  a  child  out  of  this  prifon,  I  went  to  a  room 
where  there  were  three  hundred,  or  thereabouts, 
,  all  of  whom  appeared  dying  or  dead.  1  flopped  at 
the  door  (for  the  flinkw^as  fuch  that  I  durfl  advance 
no  further),  and  called  the  children  to  me.  Some 
of  the  little  innocents  raifcd  their  bands,  and  others 
their  heads :  but  only  lix  were  able  to  get  to  me.  1  took, 
one  of  them,  and  was  alio  allowed  to  take  a  poor 
woman,  whofe  fituation  and  piteous  moans  moved 
me  to  the  foul.  I  gave  them  an  alylum  at  my 
houfe  till  the  iifuing  of  the  inhuman  decree,  which 
oblio;ed  me  to  return  them  into  the  clutches  of  the 
tiger.  When  this  decree  came  out,  I  applied  to 
the  v/ife  of  Gallon,  one  of  the  Committee,  begging 
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her  to  intercede  with  her  hulband  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  woman  and  child  I  had  taken:  I  will  do 
no  fuch  thing,  faid  the ;  and  if  you  will  be  advifed 
by  a  friend,  you  will  not  trouble  your  head  about 
them.  They  were  re-imprifoned,  and  I  never  heard 
of  them  more. 

Vol.  iii.  Page  14. — Mrs,  LailJet  informs  the  tribu- 
nal, that  fix  young  ladies,  of  the  name  of  Lame- 
terye,  were  fent  to  the  Bouffay.  Carrier,  fays  fhe, 
fent  an  order  to  put  them  inftantly  to  death.  The 
keeper  of  the  prifon  commifhoned  me  to  communi- 
cate to  them  the  fatal  tidings.  I  called  them  into  a 
room  apart,  and  told  them  that  the  Reprelentativ© 
of  the  People  had  ordered  their  execution. 

The  youngeft  of  them  gave  me  this  ring  (here 
fhe  Ihowed  the  ring) :  they  threw  themfelves  on  their 
knees,  and  called  on  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrill. 
From  this  poflure  the  ruffians  roufed  to  condu6l 
them  to  the  place  of  death.  They  were  executed, 
without  ever  being  tried.  While  they  were  difpatch- 
ing,  twenty-feven  men  awaited  the  fatal  flroke  at 
the  foot  of  the  guillotine. 

It  is  laid,  to  the  honour  of  the  executioner,  that 
his  remorfe  for  having  executed  thefe  young  ladies 
was  lb  great,  that  he  died  in  a  few  days  after- 
wards. 

I  atteft,  adds  this  witnefs,  that  I  have  feen  num- 
bers of  naked  bodies  of  women  lying  by  the  fide 
of  the  Loire,  thrown  up  by  the  tide.  I  have  feea 
heaps  of  human  bodies  gnawed,  and  partly  devoured 
by  the  dogs  and  birds  of  prey ;  which  latter  were 
continually  hovering  over  the  city,  and  particularly 
near  the  water-fide.  I  have  fecn  numbers  of  car- 
cafles  in  the  bottoms  of  the  lighters,  partly  covered 
with  water. 

Vol.  iii.  Page  23. — Renaudot  informs  the   tribu- 
nal, that  he  faw  a  number  of  men  condudted  to 
the  meadow  called  the  Mauves,  and  fiiot.     Some 
VOL.  HI,  K  of 
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of  (hem  who  were  not  killed  by  the  fiiiils,  fays  the 
witnefs,  were  difpatched  with  the  fabre.  A  can- 
noneer, named  Jacob,  came  up  to  me,  and  (aid 
that  it  was  he  who  had  iinifhed  thole  who  efcaped 
the  hp.Us.  Their  necks,  fays  this  butcher,  were 
juit  tlie  thing  to  try  my  new  fabre. 

FoL  ill.  Pa^e  24. — I  accufc,  fays  the  fame  wit- 
iiefs,  the  Committee,  of  (he  murder  of  three  nuns 
with  ray  children's  maid.  Tliey  were  conducted 
by  jolly  to  the  Committee  to  take  the  oath  of  apof- 
tacy.  Shoot  no  more,  drown  no  more,  faid  the 
nunsj  and  we  will  even  take  this  horrid  oath.  This 
amounted  to  a  refufal,  and  the  confequences  are  too 
well  known. 

FoL  iii.  Pa^e  25. —  Captain  Leroux  attefls,  that 
the  murder  of  the  ninety  priefts  was  a  mod  wanton 
zQi  of  cruelty,  contrary  to  the  profeffions  of  the 
Committee  itfclf;  for  that  they  were  o^dy  to  be  fent, 
it  was  faid,  into  perpetual  exile.  He  lays  he  was 
ordered  before  the  Committee,  and  threatened  with 
imprifonment  for  having  permitted  two  of  them  to 
get  on  board  his  velfei. 

Captain  Botdlel,  one  day,  in  weighing  his  anchor, 
•faw  tour  or  five  dead  bodies  raifed  by  the  cable ; 
and  adds^  that  there  were  one  hundred  and  thirty 
women  conEoed  at  Mirabeau,  who  difappeared 
ail  at  once.. 

Foi,  iii.  Page  <3.^ .-—Foucaid^ ^  one  of  the  accufed, 
being  aik.ed  by  the  Judge,  what  was  become  of  the 
pillage  of  the  prieds  (for,  as  I  have  already  obferved, 
this  (ieemed  to  be  the  chief  objcdl  of  the  trial),  Fou- 
cault  replied,  that,  having  confulted  Carrier  on  the 
fubjed,  lie  anfwcred,  B — ger  !  who  (hould  have  it 
but  thofe  that] did  the  work?  Foucault  declares, 
tiiat  the  effefts  of  the  prielts  were  lodged  on  board 
the  covered  lighter,  wh.ence  the  prielts  had  been 
.  precipitated  into  the  water;  and  on  board  of  which 
Laniibertye,  the  chief  iti  tiiLi  eypcditioii,  gave  a  great 
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dinner  the  next  day,  cofting  forty  thoufand  llvres. 
From  other  witneffes,  it  appears  that  Carrier  affilkd 
at  this  repafl,  and  that  he  even  propofed  dining  on 
the  fcaffold  of  the  guillotine. 

The  following  traits  are  well  calculated  to  {how 
what  fort  of  treatment  a  people  muti  ever  expert 
from  the  hands  of  bafe-born  villains,  v/hen  they 
are  fuffered  to  feize  the  reins  of  power. 

Foi.  iii.  Page  11. — I  had  a  Ion  and  daughter, 
fays  a  witnefs  named  Pujierh ;  Goulin  had  pro- 
pofed a  marriage  between  his  fon  and  my  daughter, 
and  Goulin  another  between  his  daughter  and  my 
fon.  Neither  had  my  content;  and  io  avenge 
themfelves,  when  they  were  in  the  Committee,  they 
feized  my  wife  and  daughter,  and  all  my  mod  va- 
luable property.  The  former  were  dragged  to  a 
loathfome  prifon  ;  the  latter  1  have  never  lince  io-cxx 
or  heard  of. 

Vol.  iii.  Vage  17. — A  friend  of  Goulin  had,  as 
he  pretended,  been  brought  to  punifhment  by  the 
family  of  the  two  young  Toinettes.  When  they 
were  brought  before  the  Committee,  he  told  thcra 
of  this.  But,  faid  they,  it  could  not  be  us.  Gou- 
lin, like  the  wolf  in  the  fable,  cried  out.  If  ib  was 
not  you,  it  was  your  father.  The  two  Toinettes 
Were  executed. 

Vol.  iii.  Page  33. — My  fon-In-law,  fays  a  wit- 
nets,  named  Valle,  had  been  confined  for  no  other 
fpecified  crime  than  that  of  being  a  well-drejfed 
man  (mufcadin).  I  went  to  Carrier  and  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  folicit  his  releate,  before  the  order  was  if^ 
fued  forbidding  all  folicitations.  There  teemed  to 
be  foine  hopes  of  facceeding;  but  Chaux  oppofed 
my  requeft,  and  he  alone,  it  was  he  v^dio  had  or- 
dered him  to  be  imprifoned,  to  be  revenged  on  U3, 
becaufe  we  refuted  to  fell  hijn  a  quantity  of  Ilarch 
that  he  had  a  mind  to. 

Voh  iii.  Page  38. — I  was  at  a  drowning,    fays 

K.  %  Tubourety 
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Tabouret,  on  board  a  lighter  conducted  by  Affile. 
Come  on,  my  lads,  faid  he,  to  the  ifland  of  Topfy- 
turvy.  Before  we  got  out  to  the  finking-place,  I 
heard  the  prifoners  make  the  moft  terrible  lamenta- 
tions. Save  us  \  oh  \  fave  us  !  cried  they  ;  there  is 
3'et  time !  Oh!  pray,  pray,  lave  us!  Some  of  their 
hands  were  untied,  and  they  run  them  through  the 
railing,  cryuig,  Mercy!  mercy!  It  was  then  that 
I  law  the  Tillain  Grand-Maifon  cliop  off  their 
hands  and  arms  wrth  his  fabre.  Ten  minutes  after, 
1  heard  the  carpenters,  placed  in  the  "little  boats, 
hammering  at  the  fides  of  the  lighter;  and,  directly, 
down  it  went  to  the  bottom. 

•  Vol.  ili.  Vage  90. — Trapse.  When  the  fifty-five 
priefts  were  drov;ned,  i  went  to  Carrier  to  alk  him 
what  Ibould  be  done  with  their  money,  gold,  and 
itlver  fnufF-boxes,  rings,  &c.  Leave  them  nothing, 
iays  he.  Erabark  thefe  b — gers,  and  let  me  hear 
lio  more  of  them,  fays  the  Reprcientative  of  the 
People. 

Thefe  pricHs,  fays  the  wihiefs,  had  a  great  num- 
ber of  valuable  jevv-els,  which  were  all  delivered  to 
3lichnrd.  Carrier,  upon  hearing  that  the  expedi- 
tion vvas  over^  feemed  angry ;  Biait-  it,  fays  he,  1  in- 
tended to  referve  tiiat  job  for  Lambertye. 

The  widow  Dumey  corroborates  the  evidence  of 
Trappe,  and  adds,  After  the  prieits  were  drowned, 
Lambertye  came  to  me,  and  pointing  his  fabre  to 
my  brcafl,  Bitch,  fays  he,  you  fliall  give  me  an  ac- 
count of  the  fpoils  of  thofe  priefts. — I  atteft,  fays 
this  v.-itnel's,  that  Lambertye  and  Foucjuet  were  the 
favourites  of  the  Reprefentative  of  the  People. 

/'"c//.  iii.  P(Jge  43. — NaiidiJler,  I  was  one  day  at. 
Carrier's  with  Lambertye  and  feveral  others.  Car- 
rier, in  pointing  to  the  river,  f-iid,  We  have  already 
ducked  two  thoufand  eight  hundred  of  them  there. 
One  of  the  firangers  atking  vvhat  he  meant,  Yes, 

fays 


FEBRUARY,  1796.  133 

fays  Carrier,  two  thonfand  cirht  hundred  In  the  na- 

•7/7 
iionul  vatn. 

I  mvrdf  faw,  liivs  the  wltnclS,  while  I  was  at 
Nantz,  which  was  not  long,  five  hundred  men,  and 
two  hundred  and  fifty  women,  all  tied,  conduced 
to  the  Loire  by  Lambcrtye  and  Fouquet. 

Vol.  iii.  Fdg£  50. — One  time,  lays  Affile  (he 
was  one  of  the  drowners),  Fouquet  ordered  me  to 
go  to  Marie,  to  belpeak  the  two  lighters  that  were 
wanted  for  the  night,  and  to  engage  Tome  carpen- 
ters, 'i'his  done,  I  went  and  got  the  cords  and  the 
ftaples  to  fatten  tlie  prifoners'  at  the  bottom  of  the 
lighter.  About  nine  o'clock,  nearly  five  hundred 
were  put  on  board,  Thele  were  pillaged  and  (trip- 
ped in  the  lighter,  and  Fouquet  fwore,  if  I  did  not 
obey  his  requilitlons,  which  were  always  made  in 
the  name  of  the  lazv,  he  would  drown  me  with  the 
reft. 

Four  little  boats,  continaes  Afhle,  attended  each 
lighter.  When  the  plugs  were  pulled  out,  the  pri- 
foners cried,  Mercy  !  There  were  Ibme  on  the  half- 
deck  with  their  hands  tied  only  ;  ^nd  thefe,  when 
they  faw  the  lighter  finking,  cried.  Let  us  jump  into 
their  boats,  and  drown  them  v^ith  ourfelves.  But  all 
that  attempted  it  were  hacked  down  with  fabres. 

When  the  expedition  was  completed,  we  went  to 
Thomas's  hotel,  where  the  efledls  of  the  pritbners 
had  been  carried  ;  hence  we  went  to  Secher's,  where 
we  divided  the  Ipoil. 

The  pritbners  on  their  trial,  having  denied  here, 
that  they  had  given  orders  for  the  drownings,  feveral 
of  their  orders  were  produced  and  read.  It  may  not 
beamifsto  infert  two  or  three  of  them.  They  will 
give  the  reader  a  perfed  idea  of  the  murderers'  flyle. 

In  the  name  of  the  Republic.  The  Revolutionary 
Committee  authorize  Citizen  Afhle,ju  lior,  to  require 
the  number  of  carpenters  that  he  may  find  necelfary 
I      for  the  executioii  of  the   expedition  he  is    charged 
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with.  This  Ciaz?n  is  required  io  ufe  all  the  dif- 
pritch  in  his  power,  and  to  gwc generous  wages  to  the 
worki'icn,  provided  they  work  with  all  the  2,^^/ and 
activity  that  ihc  piiblic  fervice  requires. 

(Sigurd)  GouLiN, 

B^CHELIER, 

and  others. 
In  the  name  of  the  BcpuhJic.  The  Revolutionary 
Cornniificc  authorize  Citizen  Gol?.=  to  take  as  many 
lighters  and  1''.  all  bor^ts  as  he  ihaii  j'ldge  neceilary 
for  the  exero^ion  of  the  hi'fnefs  that  the  Committee 
has  mtruiled  to  his  ?^calous  care, 

(Signed)  Naud, 

BOLOGNIE, 
GOULIN, 

and  others. 
In  the  name  of  the  RepnhVic.  Citizen  Affile,  junior, 
5s  required  to  psy  attention  to,  and  fee  executed,  the 
order  given  to  Citizen  Golas  :  and  all  v,  itermen  and 
others  arc  required  to  aid  and  ajfijl  in  Xh-z  public fervice^ 
and  to  obey  the  requilition  of  Citizen  Affile,  under 
pain  of  being  declared  had  citizens  and  fufpe£Ied  per- 
fons. 

(Signed)  ■    Grand-Maison, 

Naud, 

and  others. 
Vol.  iii.  Page  62- — Bourdift,  a  witnefs,  gives  an 
account  of  fevcral  ffiootings.  The  laft  that  I  faw, 
adds  he,  was  of  eighty  women.  They  were  firft 
fhot,  then  flripped,  and  left  expofed  on  the  fpot 
during  three  days. 

I  carried  a  young  lad  off  from  the  Entrepot.  He 
was  thirteen  years  of  age.  When  the  Revolutionary 
Committee  ordered  all  the  children,  thus  preferved, 
to  be  given  up.  Jolly,  who  faid  he  was  the  judge 
of  all  the  prifoners,  permitted  me  to  keep  this  boy  ; 
but  my  neighbour  Aignes,  who  could  not  obtain  a 
like  favour,  gave  up  a  lad  of  fourteen  years  of  age, 

agreeably 
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agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  Committee,  and  the 
next  day  we  favv  him  fhot. 

When  the  fhooting  en  maffe  fir  ft  began,  the  pri- 
foners  were  fufFered  to  retain  their  clothes  till  they 
were  dead.  As  they  were  condudlcd  to  the  place  of 
execution,  and  even  after  they  arrived  on  the  fpot, 
the  old  clothes  dealers  were  feen  bargaining  with  the 
ibldiers  for  their  clothes.  The  poor  unfortunate  crea- 
tures had  the  mortification  to  lee  their  own  townf- 
men  and  women  buying  the  poor  remains  of  their 
fortunes  on  their  backs  ;  and  the  inftant  they  fell, 
the  monfters  ruflied  in,  tearing  the  new-acquired 
property  from  their  bodies,  yet  flruggling  in  the 
pangs  of  death.  But  the  revolutionary  butchers 
found  that  this  was  but  an  unproductive  fale :  the 
clothes  being. fhot  through,  funk  their  value ;  and  this 
circumftance  determined  them  to  llrip  the  prifoners 
naked  before  execution. 

Vol.  iii.  Fage  66. — Lambert,  another  witnefs,  in- 
forms the  tribunal,  that  he  has  feen  the  banks  of  the 
Loire  covered  v/ith  dead  bodies  ;  among  which  were 
feveral  of  old  men,  little  children  of  both  fexes,  and 
an  infinite  number  of  women,  all  naked.  One  of  the 
women,  that  I  favv  at  one  time,  had  an  infant  locked 
in  her  arms.  She  had  been  drowned  at  the  Crepu- 
fcule  the  day  before  with  about  two  hundred  more. 

Vol.  iii.  Page  96. — A  witnefs  depofes  that  fhe  faw 
Lebrun,  one  of  the  Company  of  Marat,  jump  and 
dance  upon  the  dead  body  of  a  child. 

Vol.  iii.  Page  (^<^. — Lamar'ic.  1  was  one  morning 
at  breakfafl  with  Crucy,  Leveque,  and  Perrocheaux, 
when  the  latter  told  me,  they  were  juft  going  to  take 
a  young  girl  out  of  prilbn  to  put  her  in  keeping  for 
their  own  nje. 

I  was  one  day,  fays  the  witnefs,  at  the  Commit- 
tee, to  afk  the  releafe  of  ibme  children,  and  I  could 
not  help  being  fhocked  at  the  jocular  manner  in 
which  they  proceeded   and  talked.     Chaux  faid  to 

K  4      '  me. 
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jne,     Here  wc  are,  you  fee,  up  to  our  eyes  among 
the  dead  bodies  and  pretty  *girls. 

The  criminals  bcinix  aflvcd  what  they  had  to  fay 
concerning  their  having  iflucd  certain  rruel  decrees, 
^nfwered,  that  they  were  fafhtrs  of  families,  and  that 
if  they  had  difobsyed  Carrier,  they  feared  he  might 
not  only  dcftroj  them,  but  their  wives  and  children 
ahb. 

Now,  then,  let  us  fee  how  thcfe  afFe6lionate,  ten- 
der-hearted fathers  of  families  behaved  towards  the 
wives  and  children  of  others. 

Vol.  iii.  Page  67. — As  they  had  denied  having 
iflued  the  cruel  orders  for  imprifoning  the  children, 
the  following  decrees  were  produced. 

The  Revolutionary  Committee  orders  the  henevo- 
hnt  commiifarics  of  the  17th  fediion,  as  well  as  all 
others  who  have  prifoners  in  their  houfes  of  deten^ 
tion,  to  deliver  to  nobody  any  child  whatever,  ex- 
cept it  may  be  to  the  ofHcers  of  the  lliips  of  the  Re- 
public, and  even  they  are  to  take  none  under  feven- 
teen  years  of  sge. 

(Signed)  Goulin, 

an^  others. 

The  citizen  keeper  of  the  Entrepot  is  ordered  to 
give  in  a  lift  of  aii  ihofe,  who,  in  obedience  to  the 
order  of  the  Committee,  have  delivered  up  the  chil- 
dren they  had  taken  from  the  prifon. 

(Signed)  Chaux, 

and  others. 

Citizen  Dumcy  is  ordered  to  give  in  a  lifl"  of  all 
the  perlbns,  with  the  ftreets  and  numbers  of  the 
houfes  where  they  live,  who  have  taken  away  any  of 
the  prifoners.  He  will  be  particular  in  the  dwelling 
of  the  women,  who,  in  fpite  of  the  decrees  of  the 
Committee,  have  had  the  infamy  to  take  away  fevcn 
young  girls  of  fifteen  or  iixteen  years  of  age. 

(Signed)  Grand-Maison, 

and  others. 
1  When 
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When  the  blood-thirfty  villains  had  thus  collci^led 
ftll  the  unhappy  prllbaers  to?^cther,  they  iflued  the 
following  order. 

In  the  name  of  the  Revolutionary  Committee  ofNanlz, 
The  commandant  of  the  troops  is  required  to  furnilli 
three  hundred  regulars.  One  half  of  this  detach- 
ment will  march  to  the  BoufTay,  ^nd  taking  the 
prifoners  thence,  will  condacl  them,  bound  two  and 
|;wo,  to  the  prifon  of  the  Eperonniere.  The  other 
divilion  will  go  to  Saintes-Caires,  and  conduct  the 
prifoners  from  thence  to  the  Eperonniere.  Then  all 
thefe  prifoners,  together  with  thofe  confined  in  the 
prifon  of  the  Eperonniere,  are  to  be  taken  and  fhot, 
'Without  cfyTindion  of  age  or  fex,  in  the  manner  that 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  detachment  may  judge 
jnoil  convetiient. 

(Signed)  Grand-Maison, 

GOULIN, 
MlNGUET, 

and  others. 

In  this  place,  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  let  the  reader 
hear  what  thefe  monlters  had  to  fay  in  their  dcr 
fence. 

Vol.  iii.  Page  35. — Goul'm,  They  keep  telling 
us  of  our  terrific  meafures  :  I  maintain  that  we  made 
nobody  tremble  but  the  mifers,  the  rich,  the  hoarders 
of  prov'ifions,  {\\q  fanatics,  and  the  arlftocrals  ;  but  as 
for  the  true  fans-culottes,  they  had  nothing  to  fear. 

Baclieller  (Vol,  iii.  Fage  31).  All  the  ric^  ivere 
fufpeded  ferfons.  We  were  obliged  to  firike,  not 
only  them  who  dld^  but  them  who  could  do  harm. 
However,  very  few  patriots  were  facrificed ;  we 
aimed  principally  at  the  former  nobility  and  clergy  ; 
at  thofe  who  hoarded  up  provifions,  and  all  fuch  as 
poffelTed  great  riches.  The  true  and  real  fans-cu- 
lottes were  fpared. 

Vol.  iii.  Page  99. — One  day,  fays  a  witnefs,  I 
begged  Bachelicr  to  have  mercy  on  the  little  children. 

I  pleaded 
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I  pleaded  tlieir  innocence,  and  reprefented  their  in- 
fancy, and  the  injuftice  of  punilhing  them  for  the 
faults  of  their  parents.  BacheHer  anfwered  cooll}^. 
If  I  did  not  know  you,  I  fhould  takeyoa  for  an  arif- 
tocrat.  Y'ou  do  not  perceive  then,  that  thefe  chil- 
dren have  fucked  ariflocratic  milk ;  that  the  blood 
that  runs  in  their  veins  is  impure,  and  incapable  of 
being  changed  into  republican  blood  ?  I  compare 
them,  added  he,  to  an  oil-barrel,  which,  in  fpiie  of 
all  the  wafliing  and  fcrubbing  you  can  give  it,  will  for 
ever  retain  its  Itink.  It  is  juft  fo  with  thefe  children. 
They  will  always  retain  an  attachment  to  the  kings 
and  prieils  of  their  fathers. 

/^V.  iii.  Page  104. — BacheHer  anfwers  to  this. 
With  refpec"^,  fays  he,  to  the  children  of  the  ariilo- 
crats,  1  own  that  I  faid,  they  were  hard  to  be  made 
good  republicans ;  and  that  it  was  much  to  be  feared 
that  the  children  of  fanatics  would  one  day  refemble 
their  parents.  Renard,  mayor  of  Nantz,  who  is 
known  for  a  found  patriot  and  a  humane  man^  faid  on 
this  fubje6l,  that  the  cats  eat  ih^yonngrals,  and  that 
they  were  in  the  right  of  it ;  for  it  was  the  only  way 
of  deftroying  the  breed.  I  am  perfuaded,  adds  Ba- 
chelfcr,  that  no  true  rcj>ublican  will  blame  me  for 
faying  and  thinking  like  Renard,  v^-ho  was  a  moft  ex-s 
cellent  patriot. 

There  was,  it  feems,  another  reafon  for  murdering 
the  ariftocrats  ;  for  when  the  propofal  was  made  for 
killing  them  en  mafe,  Robin  faid  (vol.  iii.  page  85), 
The  patriots  are  m  want  of  bread;  it  is  juft  that  thofe 
fcoundrels  fhould  perifh,  and  not  eat  up  our  vi8iiah 
from  7/s.  Kerman  oppofed  this  ;  but  Robin  exclaim- 
ed, None  of  your  moderate  proportions  here.  I  fay, 
they  are  a  parcel  of  ariftocrats  that  wifh  to  overturn 
the  republic,  therefore  let  them  die. 

Fol.  iii.  Page  106. — Cre/phiy  one  of  the  Com- 
pany of  Marat,  informs  the  tribunal,  that  he  was  at 
H  drowning  on  board  the  lighter,  where  the  prifon- 

ers 
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ers  were  failened  down  under  boards,  nailed  from 
lide  to  fide.  They  uttered,  fays  he,  the  mod  piteous 
cries.  Some  of  them  put  their  hands  folded  in  a 
fupplicatiitg  pofture  through  the  openings  between 
the  boards ;  and  I  faw  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee chop  off  thofe  hands  and  fingers.  One  of 
them  plunged  his  fabre  down  in  among  the  prifoners, 
and  we  heard  a  man  cry  out.  Oh!  the  rafcal !  he  has 
ftabbed  me  !  Our  ears,  adds  the  witnefs,  were  novy 
ilunned  with  the  cry  of,  Oh  !  you  rafcally  brutal 
favages  !  this  is  the  mercy,  this  is  the  humanity  of 
republicans  ! 

One  day,  continues  this  witnefs,  be  faw  Carrier 
in  a  coach  at  the  foot  of  the  guillotine,  enjoyingthc 
fpeftacle,  while  about  twenty  perfons  were  beheaded. 
Naud  was  with  me,  who  went  up  to  Carrier  with 
me,  and  alked  him,  if  he  did  not  want  a  Marat. 
Yes,  b — ger,  fays  Carrier.  I  am  your  man,  then, 
faid  Naud. 

The  new  Marat  was  difpatched  to  call  the  Judges 
to  the  Roprefentative  of  the  People ;  and  when  Phi- 
lippes  ventured  to  tell  him,  that,  among  thofe  whom 
he  had  ordered  to  the  guillotine  from  the  Bouffay, 
there  were  two  children  of  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
two  others  of  thirteen.  Carrier  fell  into  a  violent 
paffion  :  Damned  b — gers,  lays  he,  in  what  country 
am  I  got  ?  All  milk-hearted  rafcah  alike  ! 

The  following  traits  will  prove  that  a  ferocious 
pruelty  had  taken  polTeffion  of  the  hearts  of  the 
young  as  well  as  the  old. 

Vol.  iii.  Page  6^. — Lalloue,  fays  Naud,  offered 
himfelf  as  an  exprefs  to  fetch  back  the  one  hundred 
and  thirty-two  perfons  that  were  fent  oiTto  Paris. 
This  he  faid  he  would  do  for  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
them  drowned. 

This  Lalloue,  continues  the  witnefs,  was  a  Judge, 
and  the  companion  of  the  Reprefcntativc  of  the  Peo- 
ple, although  but  nineteen  years  of  age.     He  had 
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been  convi^ed  of  iheft^  and  boaftcd  of  being  one 
of  the  murderers  of  the  prifoners  at  Paris,  in  the 
month  of  September,  1792.  Ah  !  fays  he,  one  day, 
to  one  of  his  companions  on  the  bench,  you  fhould 
have  feen  us  at  Paris  in  the  month  of  September. 
There  you  would  have  learned  how  to  knock  them 
off. 

Vol,  iii.  ^age  1 1 1 . — Lecocq.  I  faw  feveral  men 
and  women  chopped  down  on  board  a  Dutch  floop 
that  lay  in  the  river.  I  law  a  young  lad  aflifting  to 
drown  the  prifoners  at  the  laft  drowning ;  particu- 
larly one  whom  he  unmercifully  icized  by  the  leg, 
dragged  to  the  lide  of  the  lighter,  and  kicked  over- 
1>oard. 

Vol.  iii.  Ta^e  126. — La'iUet  informs  the  tribunal, 
that  Ihe  faw  a  lad  of  about  feventeen  or  eighteen 
years  of  age  hew  down  two  prifoners,  and  hack 
them  with  iiis  fibre,  at  the  prifon  of  the  BoutFay. 
They  were  afterwards,  adds  the  vvitncfs,  dragged  to 
the  water-lide. 

Vol.  iii.  Pfi^c  III. — Fonfhon7iem(ovxns  the  tribu- 
nal,  that,  at  the  requeft  of  Delille,  he  went  to  the 
Entrepot  to  endeavour  to  favc  an  innocent  and  ami- 
able family  of  females,  the  youngeft  of  which  wai>  1 
about  thirteen  years  of  age.  Delille  went  with  me. 
"When  we  came  to  the  prifon,  wc  were  conducted 
to  a  horrid  uinkins;  hole  under  a  ftaircafe.  We 
afked  for  a  candle,  and  after  fome  time  we  got  into 
ttiis  fort  of  dungeon.*  Plere  we  found  the  mother 
and  four  daughters  lying  dole  to  each  other  upon 
fome  wet  and  filthy  firaw  ;  and  round  about  them 
there  were  feveral  dead  women.  The  youngcft  daugh- 
ter, whom  alone  we  had  obtained  permifhon  to 
take,  was  covered  up  in  her  mother's  gown  to  keep 
her  warm. — When  wc  told  the  poor  mother  our  er- 
rand ;  No,  faid  flie,  my  child  Ihall  ftay  and  die  with 
myfeif ;  we  have  lived,  and  we  will  die  together. 
We  thought  ourlclves  iuftificd,  adds  the  witncfs,  in 
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ufing  force.  Wlien  the  mother  perceived  our  refo- 
lution,  fhe  uttered  fuch  dreadful  lamentations  as  are 
impollible  to  be  dcfcribed.  My  child  !  oh  1  my  dear, 
darling  child  1  were  the  laft  words  her  daughter  ever 
heard  from  her.  The  child  never  recovered  the 
ilroke  ;  fhe  pined  away  about  eight  months,  and 
then  died. 

Fo/.  iii.  Page  113. — The  fame  witnefs  fays,  I  faw 
a  number  of  perfons  condu6led  from  the  Place  of 
Equality,  to  be  fhot  at  the  Mauves.  There  were 
women  and  children  of  all  ages  amongft  them.  My 
heart  could  not  fupport  this  fpe6iacle  ;  I  ran  home, 
faddled  my  horfe,  and  rode  to  the  place  of  execution. 
When  I  arrived,  the  poor  creatures  were  all  on  their 
"knees,  and  the  foldiers  were  preparing  to  fire.  I 
rufhed  through  them,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to 
fave  eight  of  the  children,  the  oldeft  of  which  was 
twelve  years  of  age ;  the  reft  were  fhot,  with  their 
fathers  and  mothers. 

Fol.  iii.  Page  1 14. — Laurency  informs  the  tribunal,' 
that  he  faw,  at  one  time,  three  hundred  men  con- 
ducted to  the  water.  They  were  all  naked,  and 
had  their  hands  tied  behind  them.  I  faw  too,  adds 
the  witnefs,  feveral  women  and  girls  murdered  on 
board  a  barge  in  the  river  ;  two  of  whom,  aged 
about  eighteen  years,  I  faw  a  young  lad  behead 
with  his  fabre,   while  he  fung  the  Carmagnole. 

Vol.  iii.  Page  1 19. — Saudrac.  At  a  great  dinner, 
to  which  Lambertye,  the  chief  murderer,  invited 
Carrier,  I  was  a  witnefs  of  a  moll  fcandalous  fcene. 
After  the  repaft  was  over,  and  while  the  glafs  went 
round,  Lambertye  entertained  us  with  a  long  and 
full  account  of  a  drowning  he  had  performed  the 
night  before,  and  boa  (ted  of  the  manner  in  which 
lie  fabred  the  poor  wretches  that  attempted  to  efcape. 
All  the  convives,  adds  the  witnefs,  honoured  his 
valour  with  lon^  and  repeated  burfts  of  applaufe. 
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Carrier   toaflcd   the   national  hath.     Tliis   monftcr 
talked  of  nothing  but  death  and  the  guillotine. 

Another  witnefs  fays  (vol,  iii.  page  123),  I  favv 
Carrier,  with  his  drawn  fword  in  his  hand,  threat- 
ening to  guillotine  the  firft  perfon  who  fhould  dare 
to  fhow  the  leafl  pity  for  the  prifoners  that  were 
condu61ed  to  execution. 

And  another  (vol.  ii.)  fays,  Carrier  came  one 
day  to  look  at  the  lighters  that  were  confirudling 
for  the  drownings,  and  turning  to  Foucault,  Charm- 
ingly commodious  indeed  !  fays  he.  Do  you  hear  ? 
added  he  ;  pay  thefe  lads  well  for  their  labour. 

F^ol.  iii.  Page  116. — An  old  man  appeared  at  the 
"bar.  I  atteft,  fays  he,  that  1  was  ill-treated  by  the 
Revolutionary  Committee,  becaui'e  I  requeued  the 
releafe  of  a  young  girl  who  was  entirely  innocent. 
The  Committee  told  me  that  I  had  no  bufinefs  to 
meddle  with  any  fucli  people.  My  nephew  and  my 
Ibn-in-law  were  fhot  for  no  crime  whatever ;  and, 
adds  the  old  man,  I  had  the  grief  to  fee  my  own 
children  dragged  from  my  houfe  to  the  fatal  lighters. 
One  of  them  who  made  an  attempt  to  efcape  from 
the  hands  of  his  barbarous  executioners,  was  caught 
and  fliot. 

I  dare  fay  the  reader  is  ready  to  weep  for  this  poor 
dillrefled  father  :  but  let  him  referve  his  tears  for 
more  worthy  objects.  This  old  man  was  a  mur- 
derer like  the  reit,  and  his  own  family  had  fallen 
into  the  pit  he  had  dug  for  another.  Yes,  reader, 
this  gray-headed,  ferocious  cid  tiger,  who  complains 
of  the  cruelties  of  others,  ends  his  evidence  by  ac- 
culing  Carrier,  even  Carrier,  of  having  fnown  an 
adl  of  mercy  ! — I  accufe  him  (fays  the  hoary  af-^ 
faflin,  page  26)  of  being  710  patriot^  fnice  he  did  not 
execute  the  wife  of  Temploire,  whom  I  informed 
again  It  as  an  emigrant. 

Fol.  iv.  Page  148. — Ji(get,  a  Judge  at  Nantz, 
reads,  from  the  regilter  of  his  tribunal,  an  order  of 
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Carrier  to  fend  tliirty-lix  men,  twenty  vvomen,  and 
four  children,  to  be  £hot,  without  being  heard  or 
tried-     This  was  accordingly  done. 

/'W,  iv.  Faj^e  148. — PoupoK  depofes,  that  he  was 
witnels  of  a  drowning,  when  the  Company  of  Marat 
weiU:  and  dragged  fick  perfons  from  the  hofpital,  m 
order  to  make  up  a  hghter-fulh  Some  of  thcfe  per- 
fons, adds  the  witnefs,  could  fcarcely  crawl  aloi>g, 
and  I  taw  thefc  murderers  beat  them  molt  cruelly 
with  great  Iticks,  crying,  Along  with  you,  b — ger«  ! 
marrdi  1  march  !  we  will  give  you  iweet  air  enough 
now.  Others  they  dragged  along  by  the  hair  of  the 
head,  till  (hey  got  them  on  board  the  lighter.  All 
this  time,  fays  the  witnefs,  the  conductors  of  the 
expedition  kept  hallooing  out,  Come,  come,  my 
lads,  be  quick!  along  with  the  b — gers  !  the  tide 
falls  apace :  there  is  no  time  to  be  loll. 

J^ol.  iv.  Page  151. — Seghisl^  one  of  the  Coinpanv 
of  Marat,  informs  the  tribunal,  that  Goulin  and 
Chaux  condu(5fed  fome  of  the  Company,  one  dayj, 
to  the  houfe  of  Carrier.  When  we  came,  fays  tbi|g 
under-cut-throat,  into  the  prefence  of  the  Reprclenta- 
tive  of  the  People,  our  conductors  told  him  we  were 
good  lads,  ciiizens  on  whom  he  might  rely.  i)0 
Biuch  the  better,  fays  Carrier,  adding,  Depend  on  it, 
my  boys,  if  you  do  your  duty  like  good  b— gers, 
the  Republic,  which  is  never  ungrateful,  will  pay 
you  well. 

While  we  were  there,  fays  the  witnefs,  LaiFibertye 
came,  and  went  into  another  room  with  Carrier. 
Goulin  afls.ed  Grand-Maifon  who  that  man  wa^ 
He  is  a  fecond  Marat,  replied  the  latter,  and  is  no\V5 
without  doubt,  receiving  orders  to  communicate 
to  us. 

MaraL—'ThQ  name  of  Marat  has  been  fo  often 
mentioned,  it  may  not  be  improper,  or  out  o'[  place, 
to  give  the  reader  here  fome  account  of  that  famous, 
or  rather  infamous  cut-throat. 

2  Before 
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Before  the  revolution,  he  was  an  obfcure  beg- 
garly fcllov/,  that  was  daily  liable  to  be  brought  be- 
fore the  Officer  of  Police,  to  give  an  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  he  got  his  bread.  But,  when  this 
grand  event  took  place,  when  murderers  were  wanted 
in  every  quarter  of  the  country,  he  began  to  cut  a 
figure  on  the  fcene.  He  pr.blifiied  a  gazette,  in 
which  he  inculcated  the  necefhty  of  lopping  off  the 
heads  of  thoufands  at  a  time,  and  of  watering,  as 
he  called  it,  the  tree  of  liberty  with  the  blood  of  the 
ariflocrats,  as  the  only  means  of  rendering  It  fruitful. 

Thefe,  and  fuch-like  fentiments,  recommended 
him  to  the  notice  of  his  countrymen  ;  he  obtained 
their  confidence,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  (to 
life  a  French  term)  of  the  maffacres  of  the  2d  and 
3d  of  September,  1792,  of  which  I  have  fpoken  in 
the  iirfr  chapter  of  this  v/ork.  On  this  occalion  he 
was  an  actor  alfo,  and  is  faid  to  have  cut  above 
fifty  throats  with  his  own  hands. 

It  woi^ld  have  been  fomething  unjufl  if  a  man 
like  this  had  been  forgotten  when  the  Convention 
was  to  afiemble  :  he  was  not.  The  people  of  Paris, 
who  had  been  cyc-witnefles  of  his  merit,  chofe  him 
for  one  of  their  reprefentatives  ;  and  he  was  faithful 
in  the  execution  of  his  truft ;  for  he  never  talked 
about  any  tiling  but  of  throats  to  cut^,  flabbing,  and 
guillotining. 

FjIs  career,  however,  was  but  fliort.  Flis  own 
neck  was  not  made  of  iron  :  a  defperate  woman, 
who  had  adopted  his  principles,  rufhed  into  his 
apartment,  and  delivered  the  world  of  one  of  the 
greatcfi:  monilers  that  ever  difhonoured  it. 

There  was  fomething  horrible  in  the  look  of  this 
villain.  He  was  very  iliort  and  thick,  hud  a  black 
beard  afcending  nearly  to  the  extreme  corners  of 
his  eyes.  This  beard  was  ufually  long,  and  his 
hair  Ihort,  flicking  up  like  briftles.  He  had  ever 
been  dirty,  and  it  may  be  imagined  that  thefafhions 
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of  a  revolution,  which  has  matle  it  a  crime  to  be 
well  dreHcd,  had  not  improved  his  apj)earance  ;  in 
fliort,  he  was,  at  the  very  hefl-,  a  moll  difji-uliins 
mortal,  and,  therefore,  when  he  came  out  of  the 
prifon  of  La  Force,  all  covered  with  filth  and  gofe, 
wielding  a  piftol  in  one  hand,  and  a  dagger  in  the 
other,  no  wonder  that  even  the  languinary  mob  rau 
back  for  fear. 

Charlotte  Cordee. — K%  I  have  enteit;d  on  a  di- 
greflion,  I  will  continue  it  a  little  longer,  to  give 
the  reader  an  account  of  the  execution  of  Charlotte 
Cordee,   the  young  woman  that  murdered  Marat. 

She  was  not  what  is  commonlv  called  an  ariftb- 
crat ;  but  a  patriot  of  another  faction  than  Marat. 
She  was,  as  it  is  faid,  employed  by  the  party  of 
Briffot,  who,  from  the  accomplifhments  of  Marat, 
were  afraid  that  he  would  totally  engrofs  the  favour 
and  afteclions  of  the  people.  Poor  Charlotte  re- 
ceived her  reward  on  the  fcafFold  ;  and  a  very  juft 
reward  too ;  but  there  is  fomething  fo  fhocking  in 
the  behaviour  of  her  executioner,  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  omitted  in  a  colledlion  of  this  kind. 

She  was  a  beautiful  young  woman,  extremely- 
fair,  and,  in  any  other  country,  would  have  brought 
tears  of  compalfion  from  the  fpedlators.  The  exe- 
cutioner, after  having  cut  off  her  head,  feized  it  by 
the  fine  long  hair,  and,  holding  it  up  by  one  hand, 
the  brutal  ruffian  gave  her  a  flap  in  the  face  with 
the  other.  The  bitch  blufhes,  cried  he,  at  any 
rate.  This  trait  of  hangman  wit  excited  the  lavage 
mirth  of  the  populace  *. 

We  mull  now  return  to  Niantz,  where  we  fhall 
find  the  Revolutionary  Committee  employed  in 
writing  to  their  friends  at  Paris. 


*  It  is  fgmething  very  remarkable,  that  her  face,  fevered  from 
the  body,  flioulJ  blufn  ;  but  it  is  a  real  fa£t,  as  appears  from  an 
elTay  Ijttely  republilhed  at  Philadeiphia,  in  Gatreau's  Gazet:e. 
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Before  they  began  to  drown  and  flioot  by  hun- 
dred?, they  had  feized  on  the  perfons  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  of  the  moft  opulent  men  in  the 
city,  and  fent  them  off  to  Paris  to  be  tried  as  fuf- 
pc(5led  perfons.  It  appears,  from  the  whole  conrfc 
of  the  evidence  on  this  head,  that  llie  detachment 
of  patriots  who  conducted  tiiem,  were,  if  any  pre- 
tence could  be  found,  io  murder  them  all  by  the 
way.  This,  however,  did  not  happen.  The  pri- 
fbners  arrived  fafe  at  Paris,  and  the  Committee 
were  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  other  means  to 
prevent  their  return.  The  one  that  they  adopted 
was,  to  enfure  their  guillotining  at  Paris  ;  and,  for 
this  purpole,  they  wrote  to  the  Revolutionary  Com- 
"mittee  of  the  tc<5lion  of  Lepvelleticr.  Their  letter  is, 
and  I  hope  it  ever  will  be,  a  curiofity  in  this  coun- 
try. I  fhall  give  it  a  literal  tranflation,  that  the 
reader  may  be  able  to  do  juftice  to  the  memory  of 
the  writers. 

VoLiv.  Page  179. — Naniz,  this  c^tk  of  PJuviofe. 
htherty^  Equality ^  or  Death.  Citizens,  The  people 
of  Nantz,  whom  we  have  fent  to  Paris,  are  big  vil- 
lains, all  marked  with  the  feal  of  reprobation,  and 
known  for  counter-revolutionifls.  We  are  colleft- 
iog  proofs  againfl  them,  which  we  thall  fend,  when 
thtr  bundle  is  made  up,  to  the  revolutionary  judges. 
In  the  mean  time,  we  denounce  to  you  Julienne, 
who  has  ojjicioujly  taken  upon  him  the  defence  of 
thefe  nnavi£  vermin. 

FoL  iv.  Page  280. — From  the  moment  the  Re- 
volutionary Committee  was  inftalled,  fays  Bhiety 
the  imprifbnmcnts  Ix-gan ;  and  they  augmented 
daily.  Tiiey  were  all  didated  by  animoiity,  hatred, 
or  avarice.  To  fuch  a  degree  did  terror  prevail, 
that  every  man  trembled  for  his  life. 

For  my  part,  lays  tiie  witnefs,  my  refolution  was 
0iaken.  1  always  went  with  two  loaded  piflols  in 
my  pockets:  one  for  the  villain  that  fhould  offer  to 
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feize  me,  and  the  other  for  myfelf.  Cruel  expe6la- 
tlon  for  a  man  who  had  a  fmall  helplefs  family  ! 
But  I  had  feen  fix  hundred  men  at  one  time  plunged 
into  the  water,  and  had  been  a  witnefs  of  fhootings 
amounting  to  three  thoufand  fix  hundred  perfons  at 
the  Gigan  :  after  this,  what  could  any  man  hope 
for  ? 

There  is  reafon  to  believe  that  Carrier  meant  to 
murder  the  whole  city ;  for,  before  his  journey  to 
Paris,  he  told  one  of  the  women  whom  he  kept, 
and  whofe  hnjhand  he  had  put  to  death,  that  he  would 
make  Nantz  remember  the  name  of  Carrier  :  Do  not 
fear,  my  dear,  faid  he  i  all  my  friends  fhall  follow 
me;  but  as  for  the  city,  it  fhall  be  deftroyed. 
{Page  219.) 

I  was  one  day,  adds  the  fame  witnefs,  fertt  by 
Bowin  to  fee  fome  bodies  buried,  that  were  left  on 
the  public  fquare.  There  were  upwards  of  thirty 
Women,  all  naked,  and  expoled  with  the  moil  hor- 
rible indecency. 

Vol.  iv.  Page  206. — Fontaine.  I  went  one  day 
to  a  prifon  where  a  great  many  women  and  children 
were  confined.  My  bufinefs  was  to  deliver  provi- 
fions  to  theie  people  ;  but  I  found  neither  fire, 
lights,  nor  any  thing  elfe.  I  called  for  a  candle,  in 
order  to  enter  this  abode  of  horror.  The  prifoners 
were  lying  here  and  there  on  the  bare  boards, 
though  it  was  extremely  cold. 

Ina  fecoud  vifit  that  I  made  here,  I  found  the 
poor  unhappy  creatures  in  a  worfe  fituation  than  be- 
fore. I  faw  a  woman  lying  dead,  and  a  fucking 
child,  at  a  little  difiance  from  her,  wallowing  about 
in  the  filth  ;  its  little  face  was  abfolutely  covered 
with  ordure.  I  gave  the  keeper  ten  livrcs  to  take 
care  of  this  helplefs  infant,  till!  could  find  a  nurfe  ; 
but  when  I  came  for  it,  it  was  gone ;  and  Dumey 
told  me,  that  the  Euglifh  prifoners  had  taken  the 
child,  with  a  promife  to  do  well  by  it. 

La  It 
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It  fccms,  from  the  evidence  of  fevcral  witnefies, 
that,  ubile  tbele  villains  were  butchering  or 
iViliing  tbcir  own  countrymen,  t}:cy  took  care  to 
treat  ton  ign  prifoners  with  Ibmc  Ibrt  of  humanity. 
This  diftifjction  fully  proves,  that  they  ad^cd  by  au- 
thority of  ttie  Convention.  But  we  Ihall  lee  this  fo 
inconteflably  proved  by  and  by,  that  the  remark  is 
hardly  neceffary  here. 

Foi.  iv.  Page  210. — I  faw,  fays  the  fame  witnefs, 
a  man,  named  Gorgo,  come  and  afk  for  a  little  boj^, 
that  he  laid  he  liad  obtained  permillion  to  take.  The 
child  was  found  behind  a  bundle  of  fluff,  where  he 
had  run  to  hide  upon  hearing  voices.  Gorgo 
brought  hira  to  the  doorway,  and  made  him  ^afuc 
andjing. 

I  have  felecicd  this  laft  fadl  to  fhovv  to  what  a 
pitch  of  obduracy,  of  unfeeling  indiiference,  thefe 
people  were  arrived.  A  tiiouland  volumes  could 
not  paint  th«ir  familiarity  with  fcenes  of  horror  io 
well  as  this  trifling  cncviir.iiance  of  making  a  child 
dance  and  lins:,  at  the  entrance  of  a  cavern  of  de- 
Ipair,  a  human  flaughter-houfe,  where  perhaps  his 
own  parents  were  at  that  moment  groaning  their 
laft. 

F'ol.'w.  Page  210. — Chaiix,  one  of  the  criminals, 
informs  the  tribunal,  that  he  was  difpatched  f^om 
Kantz  to  wait  on  Carrier,  durins;  his  Itav  at  Paris. 
He*told  me,  fays  Chaux,  that  he  did  not  like  Phi- 
lippes,  and  that  we  fhould  guillotine  him,  at  Kay- 
return. — I  have  conmnuiicated,  lays  Carrier,  all  our 
proceedings  to  the  National  Convention. — You 
inul^.  not,  adds  he,  try  Lambcrtye ;  he  is  too  pre- 
cious a  patriot.  1  intend  to  fend  for  him  here,  and 
prefent  him  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Prelerva- 
tion  (Saint  Public),  who  w  ill  not  leave  him  unrecouj- 
penfed  for  hi3  lerviccs. 

Jicquieau  tays  (page  273)  that  Lambertye  was 
the  chief  murderer. — This  it  was  that  made  him  a  ^ 
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precious   fairiot^  and   a   man   wortliy  of  a   reward 
from  a  Committee  ot"  the  National  Convention. 

Tliis  witnefs  adds  :  When  the  Committee  of  Nantz 
was  lirlt  inllalled,  a  dcpntation  was  fent  to  Carrier, 
to  let  him  know  that  no  proof's  could  be  made  out 
againll  Jomard.  The  Reprefcn'ativc  of  the  People, 
feeing  the  deputation  ent'jr,  cried  out,  ^  -  iiat  are  all 
ihefe  b — gers  come  here  for?  When  he  heard  our 
bufmefs.  To  hell  with  you,  fays  he,  •  u  lool  But 
feemins  to  otow  a  little  calm,  he  called  me  back 
into  his  room,  and  threatened  to  ttuow  me  out  of 
the  window.  At  lait,  lays  the  witnefs,  h^  told  me 
there  were  other  means  befides  fiuillotinmg  ;  You 
hctve  only,  favs  he,  to  t  nd  [omard  into  the  coun- 
try,  and  have  him  difpatched  tecretly. 

Here  we  behold  a  Member  of  the  National  Con- 
vention of  France  ;  one  of  thofe  philofophical  le- 
giflators,  who  call  themfelves  the  enlighteners  of  the 
iiniverfe.  This  bafe,  this  cowardly  cut-throat,  this 
alTiiliin-general,  is  one  of  thole  men,  who  we 
have  been  told  arc  to  regenerate  mankind,  and  to 
eltabliih  a  fyftem  of  univerfal  humanity  ! 

The  following  traits  will  depid  the  leaders  in  the 
French  revolution. 

Vol.  iv.  Vage  273. — Robin,  fays  a  witnefs,  was 
one  of  the  accomplices  of  Carrier.  This  Robin, 
one  day,  fliowed  his  iabre  all  trained  with  blood, 
fayi;pg,  at  the  fame  time,  With  this  I  chopped  otF 
lixty  of  the  heads  of  the  ariftocrats  that  we  drown- 
ed laft  night. 

Vol.  ii.  Vage  209. — i^owtoiw^  informs  the  tribunal, 
that  he  was  one  night  at  the  Entrepot.  Here,  fays 
the  witnefs,  I  faw  a  little  man  (this  afterwards  ap- 
pears to  have  been  Fouquct),  wearing  oanjaloons 
and  a  liberty  cap.  it  is  i,  faid  the  litl.;-  monfler, 
who  condud  all  the  drownings  ;  it  is  I  ■%  ho  give  the 
word  of  command  to  pull  up  the  plugs  ;  nothing  is 
done  without  my  orders.     If  you  will  come  along 
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with  me,  continued  he,  I  will  fhow  you  how  to  feed 
upon  the  flefh  of  an  ariflocrat ;  I  will  regale  you 
with  the  brains  of  thofe  rafcals. — I  trembled,  fays 
the  witnefs,  and  got  away  from  this  cannibal  as  foon 
as  I  could. 

P''oL  iv.  Page  276. — Ffmthonne  informs  thetribunal, 
that  he  was  one  day  invited  to  a  dinner,  in  a  plea- 
fure- garden  belonging  to  Ducrois.  Carrier  and 
O'Sullivan  were  of  the  party.  The  converfation 
turned  on  the  bodily  ftrength  of  certain  perfons, 
when  O'Sullivan  obferved ;  "  Yes,  there  was  my 
brother,  who  was  devilirti  flrong,  particularly  in 
the  neck,  for  the  executioner  was  obliged  to  give 
him  the  fecond  llroke  with  the  national  razor,  before 
he  could  get  his  head  off." 

The  witnefs  adds,  O'Sullivan  told  us,  that  he 
was  going  to  drown  a  man  much  flronger  than 
himfelf;  that  the  man  relifted,  but  was  knocked 
down;  then,  fays  O'Sullivan,  J  took  my  knife  and 
Ituck  him,  as  butchers  do  the  fheep. 

G/^^/^ow  informs  the  tribunal  (vol.  iii.  page  277), 
that  he  was  at  the  fame  dinner  mentioned  by  Font- 
bonne.  I  was  feated,  fays  this  witnefs,  by  the  lide 
of  O'Sullivan  ;  and,  during  the  repaft,  he  held  up 
his  knife  to  me,  and  faid,  This  is  excellent  to  cut  a 
man's  throat  with  ;  adding,  that  it  had  already  done 
him  good  fervice  in  that  way.  He  called  on  Robin 
as  a  witnefs  of  his  bravery,  and  told  us  the  manner 
in  which  he  proceeded. — I  had  remarked,  fays 
O'Sullivan,  that  the  butchers  killed  their  fheep  by 
plunging  the  knife  in  underneath  the  ear  ;  fo,  when 
I  had  a  mind  to  kill  a  prilbner,  I  came  up  to  him, 
and,  clapping  him  on  the  Ihoulder  in  a  jocular  way, 
pointed  to  fome  objed  that  he  was  obliged  to  turn 
his  head  to  fee  ;  the  moment  he  did  this,  I  had  my 
knife  through  his  neck. 

This  O'Sullivan,  in  his  defence,  fays,  that,  as  fo 
his  brothw,  he    was   an  enemy  ^f   the  Republic. 

When 
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When  he  faw,  fays  this  human  butcher,  that  there 
was  no  hope  for  him,  he  came  and  threw  himfelf 
into  my  arms ;  but,  like  a  good  republican,  I  gave 
him  up  to  the  guillotine. 

Vol.  ii.  Page  281. — A  witnefs  fays,  that  Goulin 
beat  his  own  father  with  a  ftick,  when  the  old  man 
was  on  his  death-bed  ;  and  adds,  that  his  father 
died  in  two  hours  after. 

This  fame  Goulin  (toI.  ii.  page  253)  faid  in 
the  tribune  of  his  club,  Take  care  not  to  admit 
among  you  moderate  men,  half  patriots.  Admit 
none  but  real  revolutionifts  ;  none  but  patriots  who 
have  the  courage  to  drink  a  glafs  of  human  blood, 
warm  from  the  veins, 

Goulin,  fo  far  from  denying  this,  fays  before  the 
tribunal  (page  254),  that  he  glories  in  thinking  like 
Marat,  who  would  willingly  have  quenched  his 
thirft  with  the  blood  of  the  ariflocrats. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  chapter,  this  frightful  tra- 
gedy exhibited  at  Nantz,  with  the  relation  of  a  few 
traits  of  diabolical  cruelty,  which  not  only  furpafs 
all  that  the  imagination  has  hitherto  been  able  to 
conceive,  but  even  all  that  has  been  related  in  this 
volume.  I  have  clalied  thefe  fa6\s  together,  that  the 
indignant  reader  may  tear  out  the  leaf,  and  commit 
it  to  the  flames. 

Yes,  fays  the  author  of  La  Conjuralion  (page 
160),  yes;  we  have  {ten  a  Rcprefentative  of  the 
People,  a  Member  of  the  National  Convention,  tie 
four  children,  the  eldcft  of  which  was  but  fixteen 
years  of  age,  to  the  four  pofis  of  the  guillotine, 
while  the  blood  of  their  father  and  mother  ft  reamed 
QX\  the  fcaffold,  and  even  dropped  on  their  heads. 

Vol.  ii.  Page  34. — La'iret  depofes,  that  Deron 
came  to  the  Popular  Society  with  a  man's  ear  pin- 
ned to  the  national  cockade,  which  he  wore  in  his 
cap.     He  went   about,   fays    the   witnefs,    with  a 

L  4  pocket 


152  BLOODY  BUOY. 

pocket  full  of  Ihefe  ears,  which  lie  made  the  female 
prifoners  kifs. 

Vol.  ii.  Page  i6']. — Many  of  the  generals  in  La 
Vendee,  fays  Forget,  vnade  it  their  glory  to  imitate 
,  the  horrid  butchers  at  Nantz.  They  (ommitted  un- 
heard-of cruelties  and  indecencies.  General  Dn- 
quefi.oy  murdered  fcvcral  infants  at  the  breafi",  and 
afterwards  attempted  to  lie  with  the  mothers. 

This  is  the  infernal  monfter  that  ftyled  himfelf  the 
bulchcr  of  the  Convenlion,  and  that  faid,  nothing 
hurt  him  fo  much  as  not  being  able  to  ferve  them  in 
the  capacity  of  executioner. 

Vol,  ii.  Page  122.-— I  faw,  fays  Girault,  about 
three  or  four  hundred  perfons  drowned.  There 
were  women  of  all  ages  amonglt  them  ;  fome  were 
big  with  child,  and  of  thefe  leveral  were  delivered 
in  the  very  lighters,  among  water  and  mud.  This 
jnofl  fhocking  circumftance,  their  groans,  their 
heart-piercing  fhrieks,  excited  no  compaflion. 
They,  with  the  fruit  of  their  conjugal  love,  went 
to  the  bottom  together. 

Vol.  ii.  Page  153. —  Coron.  A  woman  going  to 
"be  drowned,  was  taken  in  childbirth  ;  fhc  was  in 
the  adt  of  delivery,  when  the  horrid  villains  tore 
the  child  from  her  body,  fiuck  it  on  the  point  of  a 
bayonet,  and  thus  carried  it  to  the  river. 

A  fourth  of  thele,  our  rcprefcntatives  (f^ys  the 
author  of  La  Conjuration,  page  162),  a  fourth 
(great  God  !  my  heart  dies  within  rae},  a  fourth 
ripped  open  the  wombs  of  the  mothers,  tore  out  the 
palpitating  embryo,  to  deck  the  point  of  a  pike  of 
liberty  and  equality. 

The  reader's  euriofity  may,  perhaps,  lead  him  to 
with  to  know  the  whole  number  of  perfons  put  to 
death  at  Nantz  ;  but,  in  this,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  gratify  him.  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  hwS.  jive 
volumes  of  the  trial,  which  make  only  a  part  of 
that  work ;  probably  the  lafl  volume  may  contain 
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an  exa6l  £iccount  as  to  numbers.  TIic  deaths  muft, 
however,  have  been  Immcnfe,  lince  a  witnefs  de- 
poU  s  (vo!.  ill.  page  55)  to  the  drowning  of  nme 
thoufand -^cv(on?,  ;  and  another  witnels  (voh  ii.  page 
233)  attetts,  \.\\?i\. /even  thoiijlind  five  himdred  were 
Ihot  en  niajfe. 

Tlie  number  of  bodies  thrown  into  the  river 
Loire,  which  is  half  the  width  of  the  Delaware  at 
Philadelphia,  was  fo  conliderable,  that  the  munici- 
pal oiTicers  found  it  neceflary  to  iffue  a  proclama- 
tion (vol.  V.  page  70),  forbidding  the  ufe  of  ils  wa- 
fers. 

It  has  been  generally  computed  that  the  number 
of  perfons,  belonging  to  this  untbrtunate  city  and 
its  environs,  who  were  drowned,  fliot  en  ?naj/e,  guil- 
lotined, and  ftifled  or  ftarved  in  prilbn,  amounted 
to  about  forty  thoufand.  And  this  computation  is 
corroborated  by  the  author  of  La  Conjuration,  who 
fays  (page  159),  The  number  of  perfons  murdered 
in  the  South  of  France,  during  the  fpace  of  a  very 
few  months,  is  reckoned  at  a  hundred  thoufand. 
The  bodies  throv^n  into  the  Loire  are  innumerable. 
Carrier  alone  put  to  death  more  them  forty  thoufand^ 
including  men,  women,  and  children. 

It  appears  then  that  thefe  bloody  rcvolution- 
ifts,  who  fiyled  themfelves  the  Friends  of  Freedom 
and  of  Mankind,  deftroyed,  in  one  city  of  France, 
a  population  equal  to  that  of  the  capital  of  the 
United  States. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Tads  from  feveral  TVorks,  proving  that  the  Cruelties 
related  in  the  preceding  Chapters  zvere  authorized, 
or  approved  of,  by  the  National  AJfemblies. 

AFTER  having  led  the  reader  through  fuch  ri- 
vers of  blood,  it  fcems  indifpenfably  necefTary  to 
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iiifcrt  n  few  fatfhs,  fhowing  by  whole  aLit'hora'y  ihM 
blood  was  fpiit ;  for  it  could  anfvver  no  good  pnr- 
pofe  to  excite  this  detefl alion^  %vilhout  dire(S\fng  il 
towards  the  proper  objedh 

When  the  French  firft  be^ran  that  career  of  in- 
furrc6tion,  robbery,  and  murder,  which  airumed  tlic 
5iame  of  a  Revolution,  the  people  of  this  country ;, 
or  atleafl  the  mofl  nuoierons  part  of  them,  felt  uii- 
comrnon  anxiety  lor  its  luccefs.  The  people  were 
deceived  ;  but  the  deception  was  an  agreeable  one  ; 
the  word  Revohit'wti  had  of  itfelf  very  great  chartTiSy 
but  when  that  of  Liberty  was  added  to  it,  it  could 
not  fail  of  exciting  enthuliafm.  This  enthufiafiii 
was,  indeed,  nearly  general  ;  and  this  alone  was  a 
fuffieient  inducen-sent  for  the  public  prints  to  1^- 
4ome  the  partifans  of  Condorcet  and  MIrabeaii. 
All  the  avenues  to  truth  were  at  once  barred  up ; 
and,  though  the  revolutionills  every  day  changed 
their  creed,  though  one  revolving  moon  faw  tliem 
make  and  break  their  oaths,  all  was  amply  atoned 
for  by  their  being  engaged  in  a  revolution. 

As  the  revolution  advanced,  the  enthufiafm  in- 
creafed  ;  but  from  the  moment  that  the  French  na- 
tion declared  itfelf  a  refiibhc,  this  enthufiafm  was 
changed  to  madnefs.  All  the  means  by  which  this 
change  of  government  was  to  be  accomplifhed  were 
totally  overlooked  ;  nothing  was  talked  or  dreamed 
of  but  the  enfranchitement  of  the  world;  the  whole 
iiniverfe  was  to  become  a  republic,  or  be  annihi- 
lated ;  and  happy  was  he  who  could  bawl  loudefr 
about  a  certain  fomething,  called  Uberly  and  equality. 

During  this  political  madnefs,  however,  now  and 
then  a  trait  of  Ihocking  barbarity,  in  fpite  of  all  the 
endeavours  of  the  public  papers,  burtt  in  upon  us, 
and  produced  a  lucid  interval;  but  thefe  intervals 
have  never  yet  been  of  long  duration ;  becaufe 
every  lubterfuge,  that  interelled  falfehood  can  de- 
viiC;  has  been  made  ufe  of  to  give  our  abhorrence  a 
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direction  contrary  to  that  w'lich  it  ought  to  have 
taken.  We  have  heard  Briflbt,  Danton,  Marat, 
and  Robefpierre,  all  accuted  in  their  turns  of  llicd- 
dino"  innocent  blood  ;  but  the  Natmial  yljjhnbly  it- 
felf,  they  tell  us,  has  ever  remained  worthy  of  our 
admiration.  The  poor  unruccefsfnl  agents  of  this 
terrible  divan  have  been  devoted  to  execration,  as 
tyrants,  while  their  employers  have  been,  and  are 
yet  held  up  to  us  as  the  friends  of  liberty  and  the 
lovers  of  mankind. 

Without  further  remark,  I  fhall  add  fuch  fadls, 
as,  I  imagine,  will  enable  every  reader  to  judge  for 
himfelf. 

To  begin  with  the  Conftituent  AfTembly  ;  one 
proof  of  their  approving  of  murder,  will  fufHce. 
They  honoured  with  the  title  o{variqui/hers,  a  blood- 
thirfty  mob,  who,  after  having  taken  two  men  pri- 
foners,  cruelly  malTacred  them,  and  carried  their 
heads  about  the  f^reets  of  Paris  on  a  pike.  See  Ra- 
baucTs  ITiJiory  of  the  Freyich  Revolution^   P^'g^  lo^* 

The  feeond  AfTembly,  when  they  received  ad- 
vices of  the  murders  of  Jourdan  and  his  alFociates 
at  Avignon,  as  mentioned  in  the  iirft  chapter  of 
this  work,  threatened  the  Member  who  communi- 
cated the  news,  becaufe  he  had  called  the  murderers 
Jfrigands,  and  not  patriots.  See  La  Gazette  Uni- 
verfelle  for  the  month  of  May,  1792. — And  how 
did  this  Aflembly  behave,  when  informed  of  the 
mafTacres  in  the  prilbns  of  Paris,  during  the  firfl: 
days  of  September,  1792  ?  Tallien  (of  whom  we 
have  lately  heard  fo  much)  came  to  the  National 
AfTembly,  and  informed  them  of  the  murdering  in 
the  following  remarkable  words  :  "  The  Commif- 
faries  have  done  all  they  could  to  prevent  the  dif- 
orders  (the  mafTacreing  the  pri Toners  is  v/hat  he 
calls  diforders) ,  but  they  have  not  been  able  to 
flop  the,  in  fome  fort,  juji  vengeance  of  the  peo- 
ple."— The  AfTembly  heard  this  language  very 
quietly ;  and   Dodor  Moore,  from  whofe  Journal 
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(page  17S)  the  fa 61  is  taken,  makes  an  apology  for 
the  AiTcmbly,  by  faying  that  they  were  overaived : 
but  it  has  lince  fully  appeared,  that  the  leading 
members  were  the  very  perfons  who  contrived  the 
mafiacre,  with  the  aid  of  Petion,  Mnimcl,  and 
Marat. — It  is  a  well-known  fad!,  recorded  by  the 
Abbe  Barruel  (page  334),  that  Louvet,  one  of  the 
members  of  the  prefent  Affembly,  gave,  the  day 
after  the  September  malfacre,  an  order  on  the  pub- 
lic treafury,  in  the.  following  words:  *'  On  fight, 
*'  fay  to  the  four  hearers  each  tivelve  livres,  for  aiding 
"  in  the  df patching  of  the  p-iejis  at  the  frifon  of  St. 
"  Firminy — Louvet  was,  at  the  time  of  writing 
Ibis  note  on  demand  for  murderers'  wages,  a  legifla- 
tor  ;  and  I  cannot  help  remarking  here,  that  a  prin- 
ter of  a  newfpaper  in  the  United  States  has  lately 
boaited,  that  this  Louvet,  *'  now  Preiident  of  the 
iirft  Alfembly  on  earth,"  fays  our  printer,  was  the 
editor  of  a  Gazette ! — People  fbould  be  cautious 
how  they  boaft  of  relationlliip  with  ihe  legiflatorsin 
that  country  of  equality. 

As  it  will  no  longer  be  pretended,  I  fuppofe,  that 
this  fecond  Affembly  dif.pprovcd  of  the  murders 
that  were  committed  under  their  reign,  i  will  now 
turn  to  the  third  Affembly,  which  we  commonly 
call  a  Convention.  And,  not  to  tire  the  reader 
with  proofs  of  what  is  felf-evident,  I  fhall  confine 
myfclf  to  an  extra dl  or  two  from  the  trial  of  Carrier 
and  the  Revolutionary  Committee  of  Nantz. 

Vol.  v.  Page  4.0. — It  is  tin^e,  fays  Goulin,  to-  tear 
afide  the  veil.  The  Reprefentatives  Bourbotte  and 
Bo  knew  all  about  the  drownings  and  fhootings; 
and  Bo  even  laid  to  Huchet,  in  fpeaking  of  the 
members  of  the  Revuluiionary  Committee,  thaf  it 
was  net  for  the  murders  that  ihey  were  to  be  tried. 

After  this  the  Courifeiior  for  the  Committee  aflis 
this  Citizen  Bo,  what  was  the  real  motive  for  bring- 
in^'the  Committee  to  trial :  and  the  other  confetfes, 
that  it  was  for  their  having  rnifappUed  the  treafures 
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taken   from  the  prilbncrs.     He  pretends  (page  60), 
though  he  had  taken  the  place  of  Carrier  at  Nantz, 
and   thoush  the   water  of  the   river   could  not  be 
drank,  on   account   of  the  dead  bodies  that   were    ' 
floating  on  it;  though  a  hundred  or  two  of  ditches 
had  been  dug  to  put  the  people  into  that  were  fhot ; 
and  though  the  city  was  tilled  with  cries  and  lament- 
ations ;  notwithftanding  all    this,  he  pretends   that 
he  could  fay  nothing  for  certain  about  the  murders. 
This  reprefentative  Bo  (page  83)  is  convicted  of 
having  hioifelf  juflified  the  conduct  of  the  Commit- 
tee and  of  Carrier. 

Carrier,  in  his  defence,  fays,  that  he  had  done  no 
more  than  his  duty,  and  that  the  Convention  had  been 
regularly  informed  of  every  thing.  They  complain 
now,  fays  he  (page  119),  of  fhootings  en  majje,  as 
if  the  fame  had  not  been  done  at  Angers,  Saurnury 
Laval,  and  every  where  elfe. 

A  witnefs  (vol.  v.  page  60)  informs  the  tribunal, 
that  he,  who  was  himfelf  a  Member  of  the  Conven- 
tion, had  informed  that  body  of  horrors  that  ivere  com- 
mitted at  Nantz,  and  particularly  of  the  maffacres  of 
women  and  children. 

The  author  of  La  Conjuration,  fo  often  quoted, 
fays  (page  162),  When  the  bloody  Carrier  wrote  to 
the  Convention  that  he  was  dilpatching  hundreds  at 
a  time  by  means  of  lighters  with  plugs  in  the  bottom, 
Carrier  was  not  blamed  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was 
repeatedly  applauded^  as  being  the  author  of  an  in- 
vention  that  did  honour  to  his  country  ! 

But  what  need  have  we  of  thefe  proofs  r  What 
other  teftimony  do  we  want,  than  that  contained  in 
their  own  murderous  decrees  ?  Let  any  one  cait  his 
eye  on  the  oppolite  page  ;  let  him  there  behold  the 
fcenc  that  was  daily  exiiibited  before  the  windows  of 
their  hall,  and  then  let  him  lay  whether  they  de- 
lighted in  murder  or  not.  Blood  is  their  element,  as 
water  is  that  of  the  finny  race. 

One  thing,  however,  remains    to    be    accounted 
I  for ; 
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for ;  and  that  is,  liow  lb  great  a  part  of  the  nation 
were  l^d  to  butcher  each  other;  how  they  were 
brought  to  tliat  pitch  of  brutal  languinary  ferocity, 
which  we  have  teen  lb  amply  difplayed  in  the  pre- 
ceding chapters.  This  is  what,  with  the  reader's 
indulgence,  I  fhall  now,  agreeably  to  my  promife 
endeavour  to  explain. 


AN 

INSTRUCTIVE  ESSAY, 

Tracing  all  the  Horrors  of  the  French  Revohifion  f& 
thiir  real  Canfes,  the  licentious  Politics  and  infidel 
Ph'ilojophy  of  the  frefont  Age, 

XT  has  been  afferted,  again  and  again,  by  the  par- 
tifans  of  the  French  revolution,  tha*  all  the  crimes 
which  have  difgraced  it,  are  lo  be  afcribed  to  the 
hoftile  operations  of  their  enemies.  They  have  told 
us,  that,  had  not  the  Auflrlans  and  Prufiians  been 
on  their  march  to  Paris,  the  priibners  wouW  not 
have  been  malTacred  on  the-  id  and  3d  of  Septem- 
ber, 1792.  But  can  we  pofTibly  conceive  how  the 
murder  of  eiglit  thoufand  poor  prifoners,  locked  up 
and  bound,  could  be  neceffarv  to  the  defence  of  a 
capital  containing  a  million  of  inhabitants  ?  Can 
we  believe  that  the  labres  of  the  allaffins  would  not 
have  been  more  cfrcdually  employed  againft  the  in- 
vaders, than  againft  dcfencelets  priefts  and  women  ? 
T[ie  deluded  populace  were  told  not  "  to  leave 
*'  the  wolves  in  the  fold  while  they  went  to  attack 
*'  thole  that  were  without."  But  thefe  wolves,  if 
they  were  llich,  were  in  prilbn  ;  were  under  a  guard 
an  hundred  thoufand  times  as  Itiong  as  themfelves, 
and  could  have  been  deftroyed  at  a  moment's  warn- 
ing. There  is  fomething  lb  abominably  cowardly  in 
1  this 
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this  juititication,  that  it  is  even  more  bafc  than  tl;e 
crime.  Suppofe  that  a  hundred  thoufaud  men  had 
marched  from  Paris,  to  make  head  again R  the  Auf-^ 
trians  and  Pruffians,  there  were  yet  nine  hundred 
thoufand  left  to  guard  the  i2nhap})y  v^rctches  that 
were  tied  hand  and  foot.  Where  could  be  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  maffacreing  them  ?  Where  could  be  the 
iieceffity  of  hacking  them  to  pieces,  tearing  out 
their  bowels,  and  biting  their  hearts  ? 

Subfequent  events  have  fully  proved,  that  it  was 
not  danger  that  produced  thcte  bloody  mcatures ; 
for  we  have  ever  fccn  the  revolotionifls  moft  cruel 
in  times  of  their  greateft  fecurity.  Their  butcheries 
at  Lyons  and  in  its  neighbourhood  did  not  begin  till 
they  were  completely  triumphant.  It  was  then,  at 
the  moment  when  they  had  no  retahation  to  fenr. 
that  they  commenced  their  bloody  vvork.  Carrier, 
iolling  at  his  eafe,  fent  the  vi6lims  to  death  by  hun- 
dreds. The  blood  never  flowed  from  the  guillotine 
in  fuch  torrents,  as  at  the  very  time  when  their  ar- 
mies were  driving  their  enemies  before  them  in  every 
dire<5lion. 

It  lias  been  fald  in  the  Britilh  Hou'e  g{  Com- 
mons, that  the  mailacres  in  France  ought  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  Allied  Powers.  "  You  hunt  them 
/'  like  wild  beafts,  and  then  you  complain  of  theni 
"  for  being  ferocious."  How  this  hunting  could 
drive  the  French  to  butcher  one  anotficr,  I  cannot 
fee  ;  but  if  it  was  a  juOifiable  reafon  for  them,  it 
might  certainly  be  applied  with  much  more  judice 
to  their  enemies  ;  for  thefehave  been  oftener  obli'Tcd 
to  fly  than  the  French.  The  revolutionary  arnues 
have  overrun  an  extent  of  territory  eqtjal  to  one* 
third  of  their  own  country  :  the  Savoyards,  the 
Germans,  the  Flemings,  the  Dutch,  the  Spaniards, 
i  and  the  Englifh,  have  been  obliged  to  fiy  before 
I  them;  but  we  have  heard  of  no^mankcres  among 
ihsiJc  people.     The  French  rnoll  unmercifully  put 

to 
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to  dcatli  eight  tboufand  of  their  country  people, 
wlio  were  in  the  prifons  of  Paris,  and,  as  an  ex- 
cufe  for  this,  they  tell  us  that  the  Duke  of  Brunf- 
wick  had  invaded  the  province  of  Champagne  ;  but 
they  themtelves  have  overrun  all  the  United  Ne- 
therlands, and  even  taken  pofieflion  of  the  capital ; 
and  we  have  not  heard  that  the  Dutch  have,  as  yet, 
been  guilty  of  afingle  maiTacre.  They  have  found 
but  one  place  in  all  their  career,  where  the  people 
could  be  prevailed  on  to  erect  a  guillotine,  and  that 
was  at  Geneva.  Here  their  army  was  more  nu- 
merous than  the  whole  population  of  the  State,  and 
therefore  their  fyftcni  was  fully  adopted;  yet,  even 
here,  among  this  little  debafed  and  tyrannized  peo- 
ple, there  were  to  be  found  no  villains  infamous 
enough  to  imitate  their  mafters  in  murdcrins:  women 
and  children.  That  was  a  fpecies  of  daughter  re- 
lerved  for  the  French  nation  alone. 

The  French  revolution  has  been  compared  to  that 
of  America,  and  I  have  beard  fome  men  callino" 
themtelves  Americans,  who  have  not  been  afhamed 
to  fay.  th.at  as  great  cruelties  were  committed  in  this 
country  as  in  that.  I  would  now  alk  thcfe  men, 
who  are  Ic  cinxicus  to  be  thought  as  bloody  as  the 
fans-culotic  French,  if  they  can  give  me  one  in- 
llance  of  the  Americans  murdering  their  townfmen 
at  the  approach  of  the  enemy  ?  When  the  Britifh 
army  luccceded  that  of  the  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia, 
did  the  continental  troops  murder  all  the  Tories  be- 
iore  they  (juitted  the  city  ?  Can  thefe  generous 
friends  of  the  French  revolution  tell  us  of  any  maf- 
facres  that  took  place  in  this  country  ?  Did  they 
ever  hear  of  women  and  ciiildren  being  drowned  and 
{hot  by  hundreds  ?  Seven  years  of  civil  war  defo- 
lated  thcfe  States,  but  the  blood  of  one  tingle  wo- 
man or  child  never  flaincd  the  earth. 

If  the  doclrine  be  admitted,  if  a  people  be  jufii- 
fiable  in  entering  on  a  ferics  uf  mailacres  the  inftant 

they 
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they  are  preiTcd  by  an  enemy  from  without,  what 
Ikfety  can  there  be  tor  any  of  us  ?  If  a  declaratloa 
of  war  is  to  unlheath  the  daggers  of  all  the  affaihns 
in  the  community,  civil  fociety  is  the  greateft  curfe 
that  ever  fell  upon  mankind.  Much  better  and 
later  were  it  tor  us  to  feparate  and  prowl  about  like 
lavages,  nay  like  beafts,  tlian  to  live  thus,  in  con- 
tinual trepidation,  in  continual  fear  for  our  throats.      {/' 

There  is  Ibmething  fo  exceedingly  cowardly  and 
ridiculous  in  this  j u ft ifi cation,  that  even  the  French 
revolutionitls  arc  alhamed  of  it.  They  have  re- 
courfe  to  another  Hill  more  di {honourable,  it  is  true, 
but  lefs  cowardly.  They  tell  us,  that  all  the  aflaf- 
lins  in  PYance  have  been  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain  ; 
or,  to  make  ufe  of  their  own  expreffion,  have  been 
excited  to  adtion  by  the  "^o/J  o/P/7/." 

As  I  vvifn  to  advance  nothing  without  the  beft 
poflible  authority,  I  fhall  here  infert  a  paffage  on 
this  fubjedt,  taken  from  a  Gazette  publifhed  at 
Philadelphia  by  one  Gatreau,  and  at  the  prefs  of 
Moreau  cie  St.  Mery,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Con- 
it  ituent  Atrembly  of  France. 

Tiie  intention  of  the  piece  evidently  is  to  juftify 
the  French  character,  or  rather  the  charadler  of  the 
French  revolutionifts,  by  attributing  the  horrid 
deeds  thefe  latter  have  committed,  to  fome  caufe 
other  than  their  own  difpolitions  and  anarchical 
principles.  To  avoid  all  cavil  with  refpedt  to  the 
authenticity  of  the  extradl,  and  the  corredlnefs  of 
the  tranflation,  I  will  firft  give  it  in  French,  and 
then  in  Englifli,  obferving,  for  the  farther  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  reader,  that  he  may  find  the  piece  entire 
in  the  Gazette  above  mentioned,  of  the  4th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1796. 

"  Quel   homrae  eclaire  par  I'experience,  nieroit 
*•   aujourd'hui,    que,  de   la  tete  de  Pitt  font   fortis 
"  tous  les  crimes  qui  fefoient  abhorrer  la   revolu- 
tion par  ceux-la  meme  qui  en  adoroient  les  prin- 
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*•  cipcs  ;  qne,  c'eil  au  foyer  de  la  jalouiie  ct  de  la 
*'  haine  Angloilf,  que 's'allumerent  les  torches,  que 
"  fe  forgerent  les  poignards,  qui  ont  fait  un  mon- 
"  ^cau  de  ccndres  et  dc  fang  djs  plus  belles  poffef- 
"  fion  du  mondc  ? — Quel  genie  malfaiiant  crca  les 
*'  faCiious  impies,  fanguinaires  ou  ambitieufes,  qui 
"  devoient  aneantir  la  France,  au  du  moins  la  re- 
•'  placer  fous  le  joug,  li  la  Providence  nc  deconcer- 
"  toit  pas  toujouis  les  complots  de  I'iniquite  ? — Le 
"  genie  infernal  du  mini  fire  Anglois. — C'eft  avec 
*'  Tor  de  fcs  vidlimes  de  I'liide  qu'il  payoit  le  f-ing 
"  Fran9ois,  verfe  a  grands  fiots  a  Paris,  dans  les 
departemens,  aiix  frontiers  et  dans  les  colo- 
nies.  

*'  What  man,  enlightened  by  experience,  will 
"  now  deny,  that  from  the  head  of  Pitt  have  come 
*^  all  the  crimes  which  have  rendered  the  revolu- 
"  tion  deteftable  in  the  €368  of  even  thofe  who 
adored  its  principles ;  that  it  was  Englifh  jea- 
loufy  and  hatred  that  lighted  the  liames,  and 
fharpened  the  poniards,  which  have  reduced  the 
iinell  poUclIions  in  the  world  to  a  heap  of  aflies 
'•  and  blood  ? — What  evil  genius  created  the  im- 
"  pious,  fanguinary,  and  ambitious  fadions,  that 
*'  were  to  annihilate  France;  or  at  leaft  bend  it 
''  again  beneath  the  yoke,  if  Providence  had  not 
"  difconcerted  the  plans  of  iniquity  ? — The  infernal 
*'  genius  of  the  Knglifh  Minifter.  It  was  with  the 
"  gold  drawn  from  the  vidlims  in  India,  that  he 
^'  naid  for  the  French  blood,  which  has  flowed  in 

J.  ? 

''  rivers  at  Paris,  in  the  departments,  on  the  fron- 
"  tiers,  and  in  the  colonies." 

This  is  an  imporiant]  and  were  it  not  fo  very 
hackneyed  and  threadbare,  I  would  call  it  a  "  ^r<?- 
*"  clous  confeffion'"'  Here  we  fee  a  Frenchman,  a 
part-ifan  of,  and  perhaps  an  a6lor  in,  the  revolu- 
tion, endeavouring  to  wipe  away  the  flain  on  its 
principles,  by  afcribing  all  the  horrors  thofe  princi- 
4  pica 
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pies  hnve  produced,  to  the  gold  diftrlbuted  among 
the  revolutionifts  by  the  En-^liih  Miriifter-  The 
cruelties  that  have  been  committed  were  not,  tiien, 
nccellary  to  the  eftablilhrnent  of  a  free  government ; 
they  were  not  the  efFecl  of  irritation,  of  anarchical 
confufion,  of  vindictive  retaliation;  they  were  not 
the  natural  conlcquence  of  a  long-opprcffed  peo- 
ple's breaking  their  chains  and  rifing  on  their 
tyrants  :  all  tiiefe  excules  (which  I  mnft  allow  were 
filly  enough)  are  at  once  done  away  by  this  new 
jultification ;  for  we  are  here  told,  in  fo  many 
words,  that  the  French  people  have  (hed  rivers  of  ' 
each  other's  blood,  in  every  part  of  their  domi- 
nions, purely  for  the  love — not  of  liberty^  but  of  ths 
gold  of  Pitt. 

There  is  fuch  a  natural  connexion  between  the 
meafures  of  the  feveral  National  iViremblies  and  the 
maffacres  that  were  the  immediate  confequence  of 
them,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  effe6l  a  feparation 
without  the  utmoll  violence  to  all  manner  of  rea- 
foning  and  truth.  If  it  vvas  the  gold  of  Pitt  that 
paid  for  all  the  French  blood  that,  has  been  fpilled, 
it  muft  have  been  that  gold  that  paid  for  the  inhu- 
man murder  of  Meffrs.  Launay  and  Fieffel ;  and  it 
muft  have  been  that  gold  which  induced  the  Confti- 
tuent  AfTembly  to  fandlion  the  murder,  by  giving 
the  affaflins  of  thefe  gentlemen  the  title  of  heroes 
and  conquerors,  and  by  inftituting  a  national  feliival 
in  their  honour. 

The  revolution  was  begun,  and  has  hitherto  been 
maintained,  by  the  fhedding  of  innocent  blood ; 
therefore,  if  it  was  the  gold  of  Pitt  that  paid  for  that 
blood,  it  is  to  the  gold  of  Pitt  that  the  revolution  is 
to  be  afcribed,  and  not  to  that  patriotic  fpirit  and 
love  of  liberty,  v^ith  which  we  have  been  fo  long 
amufed.  In  the  fifth  chapter  of  this  work,  it  is  in- 
conteftably  proved,  that  the  feveral  National  Aflcm- 
blies  authorized  or  approved  of  all  the  maflacres 
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which  have  difgraced  their  country  :  if,  then,  thefe 
malTacrcs  were  paid  for  by  Mr.  Pitt,  muft^  we  not 
inevitably  conclude  that  the  National  Affemblics 
were  in  the  fame  pay  ?  If  Mr.  Pitt  paid  for  the 
blood  of  the  family  of  Bourbon^  for  that  of  the 
King's  guards,  of  the  nobility,  the  clergy,  the 
bankers,  tlit  merchants,  in  fhort,  of  all  the  rich  or 
arifiocrats,  as  they  are  called,  it  was  Mr.  Pitt  who 
deftroyed  the  monarchy :  it  was  he  who  caufed 
France  to  be  a  republic,  and  who  gave  rife  to  the 
do<^nne  of  c-qna!ity.  Thofe,  therefore,  who  talk 
o(i\\Q  gold  of  Pitt y  mufi:  ceafcall  their  fulfome  culo- 
giums  on  thefe  gallant  republicans ;  for,  if  they  are 
to  have  a  republic,  it  will,  according  to  their  own 
confeflions,  be  the  work  of  the  Englifh  Miniftcr. 

This  vindication,  throwing  the  blame  on  the 
gold  of  Pitt,  amply  participates  in  the  misfortune  of 
all  the  vindications  that  have  lately  appeared 
araongft  us ;  that  is,  it  takes  up  a  bad  eaufe,  and 
makes  it  worfe.  The  reader  will  certainly  feel  with 
me,  an  inexpreffible  indignation  at  a  people,  who, 
becaufean  hodilearmy  was  on  their  frontiers,  could 
be  prevailed  on  to  butcher  thoufands  upon  thoufands 
of  their  innocent  country njen;  who  could  cut  the 
throats  of  their  fathers  and  mothers,  rip  up  the 
bowels  of  women  with  child,  and  carry  about  the 
trophies  of  their  bale  and  favage  triumph  on  the 
points  of  their  pikes  and  bayonets ;  but  what  will 
be  his  feelings,  what  will  contain  his  fwelling  heart, 
when  he  is  told,  that  all  this  was  undertaken  and 
perpetuated  for  foreign  gold  ?  The  revolulioniits, 
by  acculing  Mr.  Pitt  of  being  at  the  bottom  of 
their  matfacres,  do  not  perceive,  without  doubt, 
that  they  are  heaping  ten  times  tenfold  infamy  on 
themfelves  and  tlieir  nation. 

By  alleging  this  influence  of  Brililh  gold,    the 
writer  I  iiave  above  quoted  reduces  himfelf  and  the 
partifaas  of  the  revolution  to  a  moll  diftrefling  di- 
lemma. 


FEBRUARY,  1796,  165 

lemma.  He  owns  that  rivers  of  French  blood  have 
flowed  at  Paris,  in  the  departments,  on  the  fron- 
tiers, and  in  the  colonics ;  and  he  tells  us,  that  this 
blood  was  paid  for  with  the  gold  of  Pitt.  Now, 
admitting  this  to  be  true,  this  blood  has  been  fhcd, 
and  this  gold  received,  by  Frenchmen.  To  what, 
then,  will  our  author  alcribe  this  fanguinary  ava- 
rice ?  He  muft  either  afcribe  it  to  the  natural  d'lf- 
pojitlon  of  his  countrymen,  or  a  change  in  that  na- 
tural dil'polition,  ■produced  by  the  revolution.  It  is 
uncertain  which  of  thefe  he  may  choofe,  but  it  is 
very  certain,  choofe  which  he  will,  that  he  has 
held  up  the  charadfer  of  his  nation,  or  the  princi- 
ples of  the  revolution,  to  deteftation  and  abhor- 
rence. 

This  is  the  way  he  has  judified  the  French  in  the 
eyes  of  the  people  of  this  country.  Infinitely  bet- 
ter were  it  lor  fuch  juftifiers  to  fufFer  the  prefs  io 
reft  in  eternal  inaction.  All  that  a  good  French- 
man can  do,  is  to  weep  over  the  difgrace  of  his 
country;  for,  fo  long  as  murder,  horrid,  barbarous, 
favage  murder,  fhall  admit  of  no  excufe,  fo  long 
fhall  the  aclions  of  the  French  revolutionifts  remain 
unjuftifiable. 

It  is  more  than  probable,  that  a  writer  of  this 
{lamp  might  be  wilhng  to  allow  that  his  country- 
men were  always  naturally  ferocious  and  bloody- 
minded,  rather  than  confcfs  that  this  difpofition  has 
been  produced  by  the  principles  of  the  revolution  : 
for  patriots  of  this  kind  are  ever  ready  to  facrifice 
the  honour  of  their  country  to  the  fupport  of  their 
fytlems.  But  juflice  demands  from  us  to  reject 
with  dilclain  every  fuch  concluiion.  We  have' leen 
the  French  people  tprightly,  beneficent,  humane, 
and  happy;  let  us  now  follow  them,  fiep  by  fiep, 
into  the  awful  oppofite,  and  fee  for  ourfelves,  by 
what  diabolical  means  the  change  has  been  ef- 
ie6led. 
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The  firJl  National  Alfembly  had  hardly  afTumed 
that  title,  when  they  difcovered  an  intention  of 
overturning  the  Government,  which  had  been  called 
to  e  '  '  r.  and  which  their  conflitucnts  had  enjoined, 
th  m  to  fupport,  and  of  levelling  all  ranks  and 
diit  nations  among  the  different  orders  in  the  com- 
munity, io  this  they  were  not  led,  as  it  had  been 
fo  fallely  pretended,  by  their  love  of  liberty  and  dc- 
fire  of  feeing  their  country  happy ;  but  by  envy, 
curfed  envy;,  that  will  never  let  the  fiery  demagogue 
fleep  in  peace,  while  he  fees  a  greater  or  richer  than 
himfelf.  It  has  been  obje6ted  to  this,  that  there 
were,  among  the  revolutionifts,  men  who  already 
enjoyed  diflinguifhed  honours ;  but  it  is  forgotten 
at  the  fame  time,  that  ambition  will  be  at  the  top,, 
or  no  where ;  that  it  will  deftroy  itfclf  with  the  en- 
vied object,  rather  than  a6l  a  fubaltern  part.  The 
motto  of  a  demagogue  is  that  of  Milton's  Satan  : 
"  Better  to  reign  in  hell  than  ferve  in  heaven." 

This  tafk  of  defi ruction  was,  however,  an  ardu- 
ous one.  To  tear  the  complicated  work  of  fourteen 
centuries  to  pieces  at  once,  to  render  honours  dif- 
h  >iiourable,  and  turn  reverential  av/e  into  contempt 
and  mockery,  was  not  to  be  accomplifhed  but  by 
extraordinary  means.  It  was  evident  that  property 
muft  change  hands,  that  the  befl  blood  of  the  na- 
tion muft  flow  in  torrents,  or  the  project  mufl  fail. 
The  Aflembly,  to  arm  the  multitude  on  their  fide, 
broached  the  popular  dodrine  of  equality.  It  was  a 
necefTary  part  of  the  plan  of  thefe  reformers  to  fe- 
duce  the  people  to  their  fupport;  and  fuch  was  the 
credulity  of  the  unfortunate  French,  that  they  foon 
began  to  look  on  them  as  the  oracles  of  virtue  and 
wil'dom,  and  believed  themfelves  raifed,  by  one 
fhort  fentence  iffucd  by  thefe  ambitious  impoftors, 
from  the  flate  o(  fuhjeits  to  that  of  /overeigJ2s» 

"  I  punifhed,"  fays   Solon,   the   Athenian   law- 
giver,   "  I  punifhed  with  d'eath  all  thofe  afpiring 
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*'  dlfturbers  of  the  commonwealth,  who,  In  order  to 
"  domineer  themfelvcs,  and  lead  the  vulgar  in  their 
'*  train,  pretended  that  all  men  were  equal,  and 
f^  fonght  to  confound  the  different  ranks  in  fociety, 
"  by  preaching  up  a  chimerical  equahty,  that  nev<;r 
"  did  or  can  exift,"  How  happy  would  it  have 
been  for  France,  had  there  been  fome  Solon  endued 
with  wifdom  and  power  enough  to  punifh  the  poh- 
tlcal  mountebanks  of  the  Conftituent  Aflcmbly ! 
What   dreadful    carnaire,    what   indelible  dif<rrace, 

CD      '  (  O  ' 

the  nation  would  have  efcaped  !  Hardly  had  the 
word  equality  been  pronounced,  v^/lien  the  whole 
kingdom  became  a  Icene  of  anarchy  and  confulion. 
The  name  of  liberty  (I  lay  the  7iame,  for  the  rege- 
nerated French  have  known  nothing  but  the  name), 
the  name  of  liberty  had  already  half  turned  the 
heads  of  the  people,  and  that  of  equality  finifhed 
the  work.  From  the  moment  it  ibunded  in  their 
ears,  all  that  had  formerly  inlpired  reipccl,  all  that 
they  had  reverenced  and  adored,  even  began  to  ex- 
cite contempt  and  fury.  Birth,  beauty,  old  age, 
all  became  the  victims  of  a  dertruclive  equality, 
erected  into  a  law  by  an  AfTembly  of  ambitious  ty- 
rants, who  were  ready  to  deftroy  every  thing  that 
croffed  their  way  to  abfolute  domination. 

One  of  the  immediate  elte6ts  of  the  promulgation 
of  this  do6lrine,  was  the  murder  of  Monficur  Fou- 
lon  and  his  Ibn-in-lavv  Bcrthier  ;  who,  without  fo 
much  as  being  charged  with  any  crime,  v/ere  taken 
by  the  people,  conda6ted  to  Paris,  and  cruelly 
maffdcred,  I  will  fay  nothing  (fays  Du  Gour^  in 
his  eloquent  Memoir e^  p^ge  35),  1  will  lay  nothing 
of  the  favage  cruelties  committed  on  F'oulon  and 
Berthier;  I  will  not  reprefent  the  bloody  head  of 
the  father-in- law,  offered  to  the  fon  to  kits,  preffed 
againft  his  lips,  and  afterwards  put  under  his  feet ; 
I*vvill  not  reprefent  the  inhuman  alfaffins  rulhing  on 
Bcrthier,  tearing  out  his  heart,  and  placing  it,  qui- 
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veringand  fiill  palpitating,  on  the  table  of  the  town^^- 
liall,  before  themagijlrates  oftlic  commune.  After  this, 
their  heads  were  liuck  on  pikcvS,  and  the  heart  of 
Bcrthier  on  the  point  of  a  fvvord.  In  this  manner 
they  were  carried  tlirough  the  Itreets,  followed  by 
the  exulting  populace  (fee  Rabaufs  Hiftory  of  the 
Trench  Revolution  J  page  117).  Nor  let  it  be  pre- 
tended tliat'tbc  Aff-mbly  could  not  prevent  this 
fhameful,  this  bloody  deed.  They  had  the  abfohite 
command  of  Paris  at  the  time,  and  had  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  armed  men  ready  to  obey  their  nod. 
But  the  Aflcmbly  never  o{)pofed  the  murder  of 
thofe  whom  they  looked  upon  as  their  enemies ; 
nay,  Rabaut,  their  partial  hiltorian  (who  was  one 
of  their  body),  even  juftifies  the  murder. 

When  the  word  equality  found  its  way  to  the  co- 
lonies, it  was  only  a  fignal  for  atfallination.  At 
Port-au-Prince,  the  Chevalier  de  Mauduit,  a  brave 
and  generous  officer,  who  rendered  effential  for- 
vices  to  this  country  during  the  laii  war,  was  mur- 
dered by  his  own  foldiers.  The  villains  had  the 
infolence  to  order  him  to  kneel  down  betbre  them  : 
*^  No,"  faid  he,  like  a  foldier  as  he  was,  "  it  Iball 
"  never  be  faid  that  Thomas  Mauduit  bent  his 
"  knee  before  a  let  of  fcoundrels  !"  His  head  was 
cutoff;  he  was  torn  limb  from  limb;  his  bowels 
were  trailed  along  the  flreet,  as  butchers  do  thofe 
of  beads  in  a  flaufrhter-houfe.  The  next  mornino; 
the  different  members  of  his  body,  and  morfels  of 
his  flefh,  were  Orcwn  about  oppofite  his  houfe,  and 
his  bloody  and  ghaltly  head  placed  on  the  flep  of 
the  doorway.  We  know  w^c  have  before  our  eyes 
the  proofs  of  what  havoc,  diftrefs,  and  defirudiion 
this  deteftable  word  has  lince  produced  in  the  un- 
fortunate ifland  of  St.  Domingo. 

It  was  now  that  the  Ibvereign  people,  entering 
on  their  reign,  firfl  took  the  famous  plundering 
motto :    ^'  La  guerre  aux  chdteaux,   et  la  paix  aiix 
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chaumieres  ;"  that  is,  JVar  to  the  gentlemen  s  Jioufes,  \L 
and  peace  to  the  cottage;  or,  in  (^ther  words,  J  Far  to  i-^  ■ 
all  thofe  wJio  have  anything  to  l)fe.  This  molto  is 
extremely  comprchenfive ;  it  includes  the  whole 
do<5lrine  of  equality.  It  was  not  a  vain  declaration 
in  France;  but  was  put  in  praclice  with  that  patri- 
otic zeal  whicli  has  marked  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
revolution.  To  be  riclj,  or  of  a  good  family,  be- 
came a  crime,  whicii  was  often  expiated  by  the  lofs 
of  life.  Men  took  as  much  pains  to  be  thought 
obfcure  vagabonds,  as  they  had  formerly  done  to 
be  thought  wealthy  and  of  honefi:  dclcent ;  and 
what  dirtinguifhes  the  French  revolution  from  all 
others  in  the  world,  to  have  a  ragged  pair  of 
breeches,  or  to  be  totally  in  want  of  that  fo  neccf- 
fary  an  article  of  drcfs,  was  etleemcd  the  furell 
mark  of  pure  patriotifm,  and  was  the  greatefl  re^ 
commendation  to  public  favour. 

But  the  National  AfTembly,  though  heartily  fe- 
conded  by  myriads  of  ragged  populace,  knew,  how- 
ever, that  tlTey  could  not  long  depend  upon  fuch  a 
promifcuous  lupport.  The  citizens  were,  therefore, 
to  be  foldiers  at  the  fame  time,  and  placed  under 
the  command  of  the  creatures  of  the  Aflembly.  To 
this  end  the  territory  of  the  nation  underwent  a  new 
divilion,  on  the  levelling  plan.  The  provinces  of 
France  were  melted  down  into  a  rude  undijieltcd 
mafs  of  departments,  diftri^ls,  and  municipalities. 
All  the  old  magillrates  were  replaced  by  the  vilefl 
v^retches  that  could  be  found.  There  were  forty- 
four  thoufand  municipalities  :  each  of  thefe  had  fc- 
veral  municipal  officers  ;  and  each  of  thefe  latter  his 
troop  of  revolutionary  myrmidons.  There  could 
not  be  lefs  than  three  millions  of  men  in  arms, 
ready  to  burn,  cut,  and  flay,  at  a  moment's  warn- 
ing. Nothing  was  to  be  feen  or  heard  but  the 
patrolling  of  thefe  fons  of  equality.  The  Affcmbly 
pretended  to  hold  out  the  olive-branch,  while  they 

were 
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were  forming  the  nation  into  a  camp.  The  peace-, 
able  man  trembled  for  his  life.  One  mull  have 
been  an  eye-witnels  of  the  change  produced  by 
thefe  meafures,  to  have  the  leafl  idea  of  it.  All 
was  fufpicion  and  dread.  The  bcU  that  had  never 
rung  but  to  call  the  peaceful  villagers  to  the  altar, 
was  converted  into  a  ilgnal  of  approaching  danger ; 
and  the  tree,  beneath  which  they  formerly  danced, 
became  an  alarm-poft.  The  ragged,  greafy  ma- 
giftrates,  with  their  municipal  troops  at  their  heels, 
were  for  ever  prowling  about  for  their  prev,  the 
property  of  others.  Thefe  little  platoonsj  of  cut- 
thioats  ranged  the  country  round,  crying  havoc, 
burning  and  laying  \vail:e  wherever  they  came. 
They  had  not  yet  begun  to  murder  frecjuently  ;  but 
it  was  of  little  confequence  to  a  man  whether  his 
brains  were  blowed  oOt  or  not,  after  having  feen 
himfelf  and  family  reduced,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few 
hours,  from  affluence  to  beggary.  A  band  of  thefe 
enlightened  ruffians  went  to  the  dinteau^  or  country- 
houfe  of  a  gentleman  in  Provence,  and  demanded 
that  his  perfon  fliould  be  delivered  into  their  hands. 
The  fervants  defended  the  houfe  for  fome  time,  but 
in  vain  ;  they  advanced  to  the  front  door,  when 
the  lady  of  the  houfe  appeared  with  her  child  in 
her  arms,  and  endeavoured  to  pacify  them,  faying, 
that  her  hufband  was  gone  out  at  the  back  door. 
The  ruffians  inftantly  fet  fire  to  the  houfe.  When 
the  lady  perceived  this,  {he  confeffed  that  her  huf- 
band was  hidden  in  one  of  the  garrets.  The  houle 
was  now  on  fire;  fhe  left  her  child,  and  rufhed 
through  the  flames  to  call  her  hufband  from  his 
retreat,  but  flie  was  fiifled  in  the  paffage,  and 
burnt  to  death,  and  her  hufband  fnared  in  her  fate, 
leaving  a  helplefs  infant  to  the  mercy  of  the  mur- 
derers of  its  father  and  mother. — A  hundred  vo-r 
lumes  like  this  could  not  contain  the  horrors  that 
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thefe  revolutionary  robbers  committed  in  the  name 
of  liberty  and  equality. 

Let  this,  Americans,  be  a  lefTon  to  you  ;  throw  from 
you  the  do(?lrine  of  equality  as  you  would  the  poilbned 
chalice.  Wherever  this  d^tellable  principle  gains 
ground  to  any  extent,  ruin  muft  inevitably  enfue-. 
Would  you  llifie  the  noble  ilarae  of  emulation,  and 
encourage  ignorance  and  idlcncls  ?  Would  you  in- 
culcate defiance  of  the  laws  ?  Would  you  teach  icr- 
vanis  to  be  difobcdient  to  their  raafters,  and  children 
to  their  parents  ?  Would  you  fow  the  leeds  of  envy, 
hatred,  robbery,  and  murder?  Would  you  break 
all  the  bands  of  Ibcicty  afunder,  and  turn  a  civi- 
lized people  inlo  a  horde  of  lavages?  This  is  all 
done  by  the  comprehcnlive  word  eqiialUy.  But  they 
tell  us  we  are  not  to  take  it  in  the  unqualified  lenfc. 
In  what  fenfc  are  we  to  take  it  then  ?  Either  it  means 
fomething  more  than  liberty,  or  it  means  nothing 
at  alL  The  mifconftrudion  of  the  word  liberty  has 
done  raifchief  enough  in  the  world;  to  add  to  it  a 
word  of  flill  more  dangerous  extent,  was  to  kindle 
a  flame  that  never  catu  be  extinguifhed  but  by  the 
total  debafcment,  if  not  deftruction,  of  the  fociety 
who  are  liily  or  wicked  enough  to  adopt  its  ufe. 
We  are  told,  that  every  government  receives  with 
its  exiftence  the  latent  dilcale  that  is  one  day  to  ac- 
complifh  its  death  ;  but  the  government  that  is  at- 
tacked with  this  political  apoplexy  is  annihilated  in 
the  twinkling  of  aii  eye. 

The  civil  diforganization  of  the  ftate  was  but  the 
forerunner  of  thofe  curfes  which  the  Affembly  had 
in  ftore  for   their  devoted  country.     They  plainly^ 
perceived   that  they  never  ihould  be  able  to  brutityj 
the  people  to  their   wifhes  without'  removing  the  j 
formidable  barriers  of  religion  and  morality.     Their  I 
heads  were  turned,   but  it  was  neceirary  to  corrupt 
their  hearts. 

Befides  this^  the  leaders  in  the  Affembly  were 
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profciTfd  modern  philofopbers ;  that  15  io  fay, 
atlieirts  or  dcifts.  G^amus  and  Condorcet  openly 
tnuiilit  albcilm,  and  Ceruti  faid,  with  hislafi  breath,, 
*'  7/;fc'  w/y  regret  J  hiive  in  quit  t'mg  this  world ,  h,  that 
*'  /  leave  a  religion  on  earth."  Thele  words,  the 
blafphcmy  of  an  expiring  demon,  were  applauded 
by  the  alfeniblcd  Legiflators.  It  was  not  to  be 
wgndered  at,  tliat  tlie  vanity  of  fuch  men  lliould  be 
iiattered  in  the  liopc  of  changing  the  moft  Chriftian 
country  into  the  moft  infidel  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth  ;  for  there  is  a  fort  of  fanaticifm  in  irrehgion, 
that  leads  the  profligate  atheifi;  to  feek  for  profclytes 
with  a  zeal  that  would  do  honour  to  a  good  caufe, 
but  which,  employed  in  a  bad  one^  becomes  the 
Icourge  of  fociety. 

The  zeal  of  thcfe  pbilofopbers  for  extirpating  the 
truth  was  as  great  at  leall  as  that  fhown  by  the 
primitive  Christians  for  its  propagation.  But  they 
proceeded  in  a  very  different  manner.  At  ^iift^ 
ibme  circumfpc6lion  was  neceffary.  The  more  ef- 
fectually to  defiroy  the  Chriltian  religion  altogether, 
thcv  began  by  fapping  the  foundation  of  the  Catho- 
lic tailh,  the  only  one  that  the  people  had  been 
taught  to  revere.  They  formed  a  fchifm  with  the 
Church  of  Rome,  well  knowing  that  the  opinions 
of  the  vulgar,  once  fet  afloat,  were  as  likely  to  fix 
on  atheifm  as  on  any  other  tyftem  :  and  more  fo, 
as  being  lefs  oppofed  to  their  levelling  principles 
than  the  rigid  though  Ample  morality  of  the  Gofpel. 
A  relijiion  that  teaches  obedience  to  the  hijrher 
powers,  inculcates  humility  and  peace,  firidtly  for- 
bids robbery  and  murder,  and,  in  I'hort,  enjoins  on 
\i\QU  to  do  as  they  would  be  done  unto,  could  by  no 
means  fuit  the  armed  ruffians  who  were  to  accom- 
pliib  the  views  of  the  French  Aflembly. 

The  prels,  which  was  made  free  for  the  worft  of 
purpofes,  lent  moft  powerful  aid  to  thefe  dellru($tivc 
reformers.     While  the  Catliolic  religion  was  ridi- 
culed 
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culed  and  abufed,  no  other  Chriltian  fyftem  was 
propol'ed  in  its  ftead  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  profligate 
wretches  who  conduced  the  pubHc  prints,  among 
whom  were  Mirabeau,  Marat,  Condorcet,  and 
Hebert,  filled  one  half  of  their  impious  Ihects  with 
whatever  could  be  thought  of  to  degrade  all  religion 
in  general.  The  miniftcrs  of  divine  worHiip,  of  every 
fedt  and  denomination,  were  reprefented  as  cheats, 
and  as  the  avo-ved  enemies  of  thefublime  and  lenti- 
nrjental  lom'thmg  which  the  Allembly  had  in  Ilore 
for  the  regeneration  of  the  world. 

Mofi  of  mv  readers  mull  have  heard  of  the  masc- 
nificent  church  of  St.  Genevieve  at  Paris  :  it  was  one 
of  the  moll  noble  ltru<Stures  that  the  world  had  ever 
leen,  and  had,  befides,  the  honour  of  being  con- 
fecrated  to  the  worfhip  of  Chrifl.  This  cditicc  the 
blafphcmcrs  feized  on  as  a  receptacle  for  the  remains 
of  their  '*  grent  men.''''  From  a  Chriliian  church 
they  changed  it  into  a  Pagan  temple,  and  gave  it 
the  name  of  Pantheon.  Condorcet,  pre-eminent  in 
infamy,  propofcd  the  decree  by  which  the  name  of 
God  and  that  of  St.  Genevieve  were  ordered  to  be 
effaced  from  the  front ifpicce. 

To  this  Pantheon  the  afhcs  of  Voltaire  were  fird 
tranfported,  and  the  Affeinbly  Ipcnt  no  lefs  than 
three  days  in  determining  v.'hcther  thole  of  Roajfeaa 
fhould  not  accompany  them.  The  diftiinc^tion  paid 
to  two  of  the  molt  celebrated  deiffs  of  the  age,  was 
a  full  declaration  of  the  principles,  as  well  as  the 
intention,  of  the  majority  of  the  AiTembly. 

Thofc  who  have  not  had  the  patience  to  wade 
through  the  lies  and  blafphemies  of  Voltaire,  know 
his  principles  from  report.     Roiiffeau  is  not  (o  well  ? 

known  ;  and  as  he  was,  and  full  continues  to  he,  ?"■ 

the  great  oracle  of  the  revolutionifls,  I  am  perfuaded 
a  piige  or  two   on  his  chara6ler,  and   that   of  his 
works,  will  not  be  lofl  here,  particularly  as  I  have. 
2  heard 
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heard  both  mentioned  with  applaulc,  in  this  coun- 
try, by  perfons  apparently  of  the  bcft  intentions. 

The  philolbpher  Roulfeau,  the  pagod  of  the  re- 
generated French,  was  born  at  Geneva  ;  and,  at  a 
proper  age,  he  was  bound  an  apprentie<;  to  an 
artift.  During  his  apprenticcfhip  he  frequently 
robbed  his  mailer,  as  well  as  other  perfons.  Before 
his  time  was  expired  he  decamped,  fled  into  the  do- 
minions of  the  King  of  Sardinia,  where  he  changed 
the  Prefbytcrian  for  the  Catholic  religion.  Tb.is  be- 
ginning feemed  to  promife  fair  for  what  followed. 
By  an  unexpected  turn  of  fortune  he  became  a 
footman,  in  which  capacity  he  did  not  forget  his 
old  habit  of  Healing.  He  is  detected  with  the 
ftolen  goods  ;  fwears  they  were  given  to  him  by  a 
maid-fervant  of  the  houle  ;  the  girl  is  confronted 
with  him;  fhe  denies  the  fa6l,  and  weeping  prelfes 
him  to  confets  the  truth  ;  but  the  young  philolbpher 
ftiy  perfifts  in  the  lie,  and  the  poor  girl  is  driven 
from  her  place  indifgrace.  Tired  of  being  a  ferving- 
man,  he  went  to  throw  himfelf  on  the  prote61ion  of 
a  lady,  whom  he  had  feen  once  before,  and  who  he 
protefts  was  themoft  virtuous  creature  of  her  fex. 
This  lady  had  fo  great  a  regard  for  him,  tliat  fhe 
called  him  her  little  darling,  and  he  called  her 
mamma.  Mamma  had  a  footman,  who  ferved  her, 
befides,  in  another  capacity  very  much  refembling 
that  of  a  huiband  ;  but  flie  had  a  molt  tender  af- 
fe6lion  for  her  adopted  fon  RoufTeau,  and,  as  fhe 
feared  he  was  forming  connexions  with  a  certain 
lady  that  might  fpoil  his  morals,  fhe  herfelf,  out  of 
pure  virtue,  took  him — to  bed  with  her  !  This  vir- 
tuous effort  to  preferve  the  purity  of  Rouficau's 
heart,  had  a  dreadful  effeS:  on  the  head  of  the  poor 
footman,  and  fo  he  poifoned  himfelf — Roulieau 
fell  fick,  and  mamma  was  obliged  to  part  with 
little  darling,  while  he  performed  a  journey  to  the 
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(buth  of  France  for  the  recovery  of  his  health.  On 
the  road  he  dines  with  a  gentleman,  and  lies  with 
his  wife.  As  he  was  returning  back  he  debated 
with  himfelf  whether  he  fnould  pay  this  lady  a  fe- 
cond  vilit  or  not ;  but,  fearing  he  might  be  tempted 
to  feduce  her  daughter  alfo,  virtue  got  the  better, 
and  determined  the  little  darling  to  fly  home  into 
the  arms  of  his  mamma;  but,  alas!  thofe  arms 
were  filled  with  another.  Mamma's  virtue  had 
prompted  her  to  take  a  fubftitute,  wliom  flie  liked 
too  well  to  part  with,  and  our  philofopher  was 
obliged  to  fhift  for  himfelf.  I  fhould  have  told  the 
reader,  that  the  little  darling,  while  he  relided 
with  his  mamma,  went  to  make  a  tour  with  a  young 
mufieian.  Their  friendfhip  was  warm,  like  that  of 
molt  young  men,  and  they  were,  bef.dcs,  enjoined 
to  take  particular  care  of  each  other  during  their 
travels.  They  travelled  on  for  fome  time,  agreed 
perfectly  well,  and  vowed  an  everlafting  friendfhip 
tor  each  other:  but  the  muiician  being  one  day 
taken  in  a  fit,  fell  down  in  the  llreet,  which  fur- 
nilhed  the  faithful  RoufTeau  with  an  opportunity  of 
flipping  off  with  Ibme  of  his  things,  and  leaving 
him  to  the  mercy  of  the  people  in  a  town  where  he 
was  a  total  flranger. 

We  feldom  meet  with  fo  much  vlllany  in  a  youth. 
His  manhood  was  worthy  of  it.  He  turned  apoltate 
a  fecond  time,  was  driven  from  within  the  walls  01 
his  native  city  of  Geneva  as  an  incendiary,  and  an 
apbfilc  of  anarchy  and  infidelity;  nor  did  he  forget 
how  to  thieve.  At  lalt  the  philofopher  marries, 
but  like  a  philofopher,  that  is,  without  going  to 
church.  Ke  has  a  family  of  children,  and,  like  a 
kind  philofophical  father,  for  fear  they  fliould  want 
after  his  death,  he  fends  them  to  the  poor-houfc 
during  his  lifetime  !  To  conclude,  the  philofopher 
dies,  and  leaves  the  pbilofopherefs,  his  wife,  to  the 
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protection  of  a  friend  ;  flie  marries  a  footman,  and 
jrets  turned  out  into  the.  fireet. 

This  IS  a  brief  ikctrh  of  the  life  of  Jean  Jacques 
Rontleau,  the  onicle  of  the  regenerated  French  :  a 
thief,  a  wliorenialirr,  nn  adulterer,  a  treacherous 
friend,  an  unnatural  fatlier,  and  twice  an  apoftate. 
There  want  onlv  about  n  hundred  murders  to  make 
liim  equal  to  the  innnorlal  Marat,  whom  we  have 
feen  compared  to  Jetus  Clirifh  This  vile  wretch 
has  the  impudence  to  fay,  in  the  work  that  contains 
a  confeflion  of  thefc  his  crinies,  that  no  man  can 
come  to  the  throne  of  God  and  fjy,  /  am  a  heller 
ma?i  than  Roitljcau. 

His  writin,'js,  though  they  have  very  great  literary 
merit,  contain  tuch  principles  as  might  be  expe6led 
irom  tlich  a  man  :  he  has  exhaufied  all  the  powers 
of  reafoning  and  all  the  '.dinrms  of  eloquence  in  the 
caufe  of  anarchy  and  irreli-zion  :  and  his  writings 
are  to  mucli  the  more  danirerous,  as  he  winds  him- 
Iclf  into  favour  with  the  unwary,  by  an  eternal  cant 
about  v'lrlne  and  Vibcrly.  lie  teems  to  have  affumed 
the  malk  of  virtue  for  no  other  purpofe  than  that  of 
propagating  with  more  certain  lliccels  the  blackelt 


and  moll  incorrigible  vice*. 


This 


*  Two  philofophers  can  feUIom  agree  more  than  two  perfons 
of  any  other  prcifeffion  :  ioit  happened  \v\x\\  Voltaire  and  Roujfeau. 
The  hiiMioious  piophetic  fatire  of  the  former,  occaiioned  by  the 
publication  of  Ro;!jjcnu\  romance,  the  h'e-M  Eloifa^  is  fo  well 
worthy  of  a  place  here,  that  1  cannot  deny  myfelf  the  pleafure  of 
tranllating  an  extraft  or  two  from  it. 

"  In  ihoie  days  there  will  appear  in  France  a  wonderful  man. 
He  will  fay  unto  the  people,  Behold,  I  am  pofreHcd  by  the  demoa 
of  enthuliafm  ;  I  have  received  fi'om  Heaven  the  gift  of  paradoxi- 
cal inconfiften'.-y  ;  and  the  light-heeled  nuilticnde  will  dance  after 
!iim,  and  many  will  adoie  him.  And  he  will  fay,  Yon  are  all 
rafcals  and  proltitiite?,  and  I  deteft  rafcals  and  proflitutes,  and  I 
come  to  live  amongfl  yc  u.  And  he  will  ;-;dd.  The  men  and  women 
art;  all  virruons  in  the  repiililic  of  Geneva,  where  I  was  born  ;  and 
1  love  virtuous  men  ar.d  vvom.cn,  and  1  w  ill  not  live  in  the  country 
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This  was  the  man  and  the  writer  that  the  Conlti- 
tuent  Aiiembly  held  up  to  the  imitation  and  even 
adoration  of  the  poor  dcUided  French  people.  The 
afhes  of  this  threving  philofopher  coit  the  nation  al- 
mo(t  two  thoullind  guineas  in  debates. 

Thole  who  know  what  power  novelty  has  on  the 
-French,  with  what  enthuliafm,  or  rather  fury,  they 
adopt  whatever  is  in  vogue,   may  guels  at  the  etlecl 
that    this   pliijofophical   canonization    of   Rouireaii 
produced.    Every  thing  was  a  la  Roujfeau  ;  his  works 
were  hawked  about,  mouthed  in  the  National  Af- 
fembly  (often  by  thote  who  underllood  them  not), 
recommended  in  all  the  prints,  and  fpouted  at  the 
fans-culotie  clubs.     His  old  boorifh  layings  became 
the  liveliell  traits  of  wit — all  his  manners  were  imi- 
tated ;     to   be   crufty   and    ill-bred   was   like    Jean 
JacquGS ;    and,    what    was   particularly  ofFenlive  to 
every  juft  mind,  his  loathfomc  down-looking  por- 
trait, that  portrait   which   feems  to  be   the  chofeii 
feat  of  guilt,  was  feen  at  every  corner  and  in  every 
hand. 

Having  thus  prepared  the  public  mind,  the  Af- 
fcmbly  made  a  bold  attack  on  the  Church.  They 
dilcovered,  by  the  light  of  philofophy,  that  France 
contained  too  many  churches,  and,  of  courfe,  too 
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tvhere  I  was  born.  He  will  proteft  that  the  playhoufe  is  a  fchool 
of  proftitution  and  corruption  ;  and  he  will  write  operas  and 
lays.  He  will  advife  mankind  to  go  ftark-naked,  and  he  will  wear 
aced  clothes  when  given  unto  him.  He  will  ivvear  that  romances 
corrupt  the  morals  of  all  who  read  them,  and  he  will  compofe  a 
romance  ;  and  in  this  romance  will  be  ieen  vice  in  deeds  and  vir- 
tue in  word?,  and  the  lovers  will  be  mad  with  love  and  with  philo- 
fophy ;  tind  this  romance  will  teach  how  to  fediice  a  young  girl 
philofophically ;  and  the  diiciple  will  lofe  all  fliame  and  modefty: 
and  file  will  praftife  foolilhncfs,  and  raife  maxims  and  paradoxes 
with  her  mailer ;  and  flie  will  kifi  firft,  and  afl<  him  to  lie  with 
Her,  and  he  will  adnally  lie  wiih  her,  and  ihe  will  become  round 
and  pregnant  with  metaphyfics.  And  this  they  will  call  philofo- 
phy and  virtue  ;  and  they  will  talk  about  philofophy  and  virtue  till 
no  foul  on  earth  will  know  what  philofophy  aud  virtue  is." 

VOL.  III.  N  many 
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many  payors.  Great  part  of  tliem  were  thcrerore 
to  be  Ibpprcired,  and,  io  make  the  innovation  go 
down  with  the  people,  all  tirhes  were  to  be  abo- 
lifhcd.  The  meafures  Ibcceeded  ;  but  what  did  the 
people  gain  by  the  abolition  of  the  tithes  ?  Not  a 
tarthing ;  for  a  tax  of  twenty  per  cent,  was  imme- 
diately laid  on  the  lands  in  confequcnce  of  it.  The 
cheat  was  not  perceived  till  it  was  too  late. 

But  the  abolition  of  the  titlics,  the  only  motive  of 
which  was  to  debafe  the  Clergy  in  the  opinions  of 
the  people,  was  but  a  trifle  to  what  was  to  follow. 
The  religious  orders,  that  is  to  fay,  the  communi- 
ties of  monks  and  nuns,  pofTcfied  immenle  landed 
eftates,  and  ihefe  the  lioneft  Aflcmbly  had  marked 
tx)r  their  own.  As  a  pretext  for  the  feizurc,  they 
iirft  decreed  that  the  wealth  of  the  religious  orders 
belonired  to  the  nation,  to  that  indefinite  bein^; 
that  exifts  every  where  and  no  where,  and  that  has 
devoured  all  without  receivin^c  any  thin<r. 

As  this  acl  of  leizino;  the  ettates  of  the  remilar 
clergy  was  one  of  thofe  that  gave  a  decifive  blow  to 
the  property  as  well  as  religion  in  France,  and  one 
that  has  received  the  grcateft  applaufcsin  this  coun- 
try, I  fliall  enter  a  little  at  length  on  the  flagrant  in- 
jutiice  of  it.  Nor  is  the  fubje^^t  inapplicable  to  our- 
felves ;  for,  tliough  there  arc  no  religious  orders  in 
America,  there  are  manv  people  of  property  ;  and  it 
is  of  a  violation  of  property  that  I  here  charge  the 
Aflembly. 

How  the  eftates  of  the  relisrious  orders  became 
the  property  of  a  certain  fomcbody  called  the  nation, 
in  1 79 1,  is  to  me  wholly  inconceivable,  feeing  that 
there  never  v'as  a  time  v.'hen  they  belonged  to  that 
ibeiety  of  men  now  called  the  French.  Great  part 
of  the  monafleries  had  been  founded  five,  lixj  fevoii 
hundred  years,  and  fome  above  a  thoufand  ysars,  ■ 
before  the  molt  worthlels  of  the  Frenclt  took  it  into  ■ 
their  heads  to  bv  xQ  niany  fovereigns.    The  founders    ^ 
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Vvere  men  of  pious  and  auftere  lives,  who,  wiHiing 
to  retire  from  the  world,  obtained  grants  of  uncalti- 
vated  land,  generally  in  forae  barren  and  Iblitary 
fpot.  There  they  formed  little  niifcrable  lettle- 
ments,  which,  by  their  frugality  and  labour,  in 
time  became  rich  meadows,  farms,  and  vineyards. 
A  French  hiftorian,  fpeaking  of  St.  Etienne,  fays: 
"  In  1058  he  retired  to  Citeaux,  then  a  vaft  foretl, 
*'  inhabited  only  by  wild  beafts.  Here,  with  the 
"  help  of  his  followers,  he  built  a  monaitcry  of  the 
*'  wood  of  the  forell ;  but,  at  lirit,  it  was  no  more 
*'  than  a  group  of  fhabby  huts.  Every  thing  bore 
"  the  marks  of  extreme  poverty:  the  crois  was  of 
"  wood,  the  cenfers  of  copper,  and  tlie  candlelticks 
"  of  iron.  All  the  ornaments  were  of  coaife  woollen 
*'  or  linen.  Labour  was  the  only  mdans  of  fub- 
*'  liilence  with  the  monks  of  Citeaux.  For  many 
"  years  bread  was  their  only  food,  and  they  were 
*^  often  reduced  to  a  fcarcity  of  even  that." 

In  time  this  forefl  became  a  cultivated  and  flourifh- 
ing  eflate,  and  the  fucceflbrs  of  the  firft  propricfors 
were  not  only  at  their  eafe,  but  even  rich.  The 
monaftery,  which  v^'^as  at  firft  but  a  clump  of  ill- 
fhaped  huts,  built  with  the  limbs  of  trees,  bark,  and 
turf,  was  become  a  magnificent  pile.  The  church 
was  beautiful  beyond  detcription.  Infiead  of  wood, 
nnd  copper,  and  iron,  the  lym!)ols  of  religion  and 
the  facred  vafes  were  now  of  gold,  filver,  and  pre- 
cious flones.  This  abbey,  at  the  time  of  the  feisurs 
by  the  Conllituent  AfTembly,  hadanannuul  revenue 
of  120,000  French  Uvres,  or  about  6000  pounds 
iterling. 

Now  I  alk  any  honefl  man,  was  this  the  pro- 
perty of  the  fVencb  nation,  or  not  ?  By  what  rule 
of  right,  by  what  principle  of  law  or  juftice,  could 
this  eilate  belong  to  any  other  than  the  laivful  fuc- 
celibrs  of  the  firil  proprietors;  that  is  to  \as,  the 
polieflbrs  at  the  epoch  of  the  ieizure  ?   No  title;  ever 
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framed  by  man  could  be.fo  good  as  theirs.     The 
commanity  at  Citeaux  had  never  cealbd  to  exift,  nor 
for  a  fingle  moment  ceafed  to  keep  poileffion  of  their 
abbey  and  its  dependencies.     They    had  firft   ob- 
tained a  lawful  grant  of  the  land,  had  cleared,  cul- 
tivated, and  enriched  it,  and  had  enjoyed  an  unin- 
terrupted pofleflion  during  the  Ipace  of  feven  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  years ;  but,   at  the  end  of  the 
enJ'ighteJied  eighteenth  century,  the  j4ge  of  Reafon, 
up  llarts  a  horde  of  lazy,  worthlefs  rufhans,  calling 
themfelves  the  nation,  and  lay  claim  to  their  eltates  1 
Bulfeau,  in  fpeaking  of  St.  Benedi6l,  fays :  ^"  The 
''  bodily  labour  ordered  by  this  v*'ile  founder,  was  a 
"  fource  of  peace  and  tranquillity  to  the  firft  monks, 
"  and  of  opulence  to  their  fucceflbrs.     The  monaf- 
"  teries  were  long  an  afylum  to  thofe  Chriftians  who 
"  fled  from  the  oppreffions  of  the  Goths  and  Van- 
dals.    The  little   learning  that  remained  in  the 
barbarous  and  dark  ages  was  preferved  in  the  cloif- 
ters.     It  is  to  them  we  owe  all  the  moft  precious 
remains  of  antiquity,  as  well  as  many  modern  in- 
"  ventions."    Indeed,  under  the  great  Dilpoferof  aU 
events,  it  is  to  them  we  owe  that  we  are  Chrifuans  ; 
that  we  poirefs  the  word  of  God,  our  guide  to  eter- 
nal life.     They  not  only  preferved  this  ineilimable 
volume,  but  fpread  it  in  every  country  in  the  world. 
W  ithout  their  agency,  our  anceflors  might  have  con- 
tinued Pagans ;  nay,  we  ourfclves,  perhaps,  mighi 
now  have  been  facrificino:  our  children  in  the  hollow 
of   a   wicker  idol.      Every   man    of    any    reading^ 
knows,  that  the  monafteries  have  conthiued  to  en- 
rich the  world  with  learned  and  ufeful  produ6lions. 
Some  of  the  writings  that  do  the  greateft  honour  to 
the  French  nation,  and  to  the  human  mind,  have 
iiliied   from   the   cloilter.     And  yet  we    have  {een 
thefe  men  robbed  of  their  eftates,  ft  ripped  of  even 
their  furniture  and  their  veflments,  driven  from  be- 
neath their  roofs,  bunted  like  wild'beafts  ;  and,  what 
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I  am  afliamed  to  fay,  many  of  us  have  had  the  folly, 
or  rather  bafcncfs,  to  applaud  their  unprincipled  and 
blood-thirfiy  puriuers  *. 

We  are  told  that  the  monks  were  become  too  rich. 
Indeed  this  was  their  great  oi^encc  in  the  eyes  of  an 
Aflembly,  whole  motto  was,  "  War  to  the  rich, 
"  and  peace  to  the  cottager."  But  we  have  feen 
that  the  foundation  of  thefe  riches  was  laid  by  the 
labour  of  their  predecefibrs,  and  we  may  oblerve 
that  they  were  augmented,  not  by  oppreffion,  as  has 
been  falfely  aflcrted,  but  by  a  prudent  management 
of  their  efiates.  Thofc  communities  that  cultivated 
their  own  lands,  were  noted  for  the  excellent  man- 
ner of  their  cultivation,  and  for  the  fuperior  quality 
of  their  produce ;  and  thofe  that  rented  out  their 
farms  let  them  at  a  low  rate,  fo  as  to  enable  the 
farmer  to  enrich  the  land  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
enriched  himfelf.  It  was  by  fuch  means  that  their 
edates  becam-e  the  mofi:  valuable  in  the  country  ;  a 
circumftance  that   poor  fliallow-headed    Paine  has 


*  I  cannot  help  obferving  here,  that  thefe  unjuft  and  inhuman 
applauders  have  not  always  been  confined  to  the  mob.  "  An 
Oration  on  the  Progrefs  of  Reafon"  delivered  at  a  public  com- 
mencement in  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  Mafiachufetts,  on 
the  i8th  of  July,  1792,  contains  a  philippic  againft  the  injured 
French  Monarch  and  Ciergy,  the  moft  illiberal  that  ever  difgraced 
the  lips  of  a  petulant,  felf-iufficient  pedant.  The  Or^/^r difcovers 
but  little  knowledge  of  any  branch  of  his  iubje«5f,  and  more  parti- 
cularly of  the  charafter  of  Louis  XVI.  of  that  of  the  French 
Clergy,  and  of  the  nature  of  the  old  Government ;  againft  all 
which  he  runs  on  in  a  ftrain  of  inveflive,  more  refembling  the 
brutal  abufivencfs  of  Calvin,  than  any  thing  Vv-e  ought  toexpeft  to 
hear  from  the  chair  of  a  feminary,  at  the  clofe  of  the  enlightened 
eighteenth  century.  Like  many  others,  this  Or,aior  looked  upon 
the  French  revolution  as  happily  terminated  ;  as  the  dawn  of  uni- 
verfal  peace,  liberty,  and  virtue  :  he  has  fince  had  tim.e  to  fee  his 
error,  to  fee  the  effet^ts  of  his  "  Progrefs  of  Realon,"  fome  of 
which  I  have  related  in  the  former  pare  of  this  traft ;  if  he  be 
candid,  therefore,  he  will  publicly  retraft  this  error.  If  he  ihoiild 
not  do  this,  I  (liall  take  the  liberty,  one  of  thefe  days,  of  coa- 
Tincing  him  that  he  has  erred. 

N  3  brought 
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brouglit  againft  them  as  a  heinous  offence.  They 
were  gentle,  humane  mafters  and  landlords  :  a  man 
looked  npon  his  fortune  as  made,  when  he  became 
the  tenant  of  a  religious  order. 

And  how  were  thefc  riclies  fpent  ?  Not  in  horfes 
and  coaches  :  people  fhut  up  in  a  cloifter  had  no  ufe 
for  thefc.  Not  in  balls  and  plays  ;  for  there  they 
could  never  appear.  Not  in  rich  attire  and  coltly 
repafrs  ;  for  the  greater  part  of  them  were  clothed 
worfe  than  common  beo;a;ars,  and  w-ere  forbidden 
the  ufe  of  meat,  and  even  of  wine,  the  common 
drink  of  their  country.  Their  riches  did  not  go  to 
aggrandize  their  families;  becaufe,  as  no  individual 
could  polftfs  any  thing,  fo  he  could  bequeath  or 
difpofe  of  nothing.  Who,  then,  profited  from  thefe 
riches  ?  Go  alk  the  poor,  who  were  happy  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  their  convents.  Go  afk  the  aged, 
the  intirm,  the  widow,  and  the  orphan  ;  and  alTc  them 
too,  what  aid  and  confolation  they  have  received 
from  the  thieving  philofophcrs  of  the  revolution. 

This  charge  of  being  loo  rich,  is  the  moft  abfurd 
as  well  as  the  mofl  vile  that  could  poffibly  be  in- 
vented. Do  we  fay  to  a  man,  who  has  av\|uired  an 
immenfc  fortune  by  the  labour  of  his  father,  or  by 
any  other  means,  You  are  too  rich,  and  therefore 
your  property  belongs  to  the  nation  ?  There  is  a 
community  at  Bethlem,  very  much  refembling 
thofe  we  have  been  fpeaking  of.  What  fhould  we 
think  of  a  fcoundrel  legiflator,  who  fhould  propofe 
to  Ih'ip  thefe  people  of  their  property,  and  turn  them 
out  to  beg  their  bread,  merely  becaufe  the  value  of 
their  lands  is  increafcd  ?  Such  was  he  who  firffc 
propofed  the  feizure  of  the  church  lands  in  France, 

Some  of  the  convents  in  France  had  been  founded 
by  lay  perfons,  upon  fuch  and  fuch  conditions  ;  and 
in  cale  of  failure  on  the  part  of  the  community,  the 
property  was  to  revert  to  the  heirs  of  the  donor. — > 
Foundations  of  this  kind  were  exactly  refembling 

thofc 
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thofe  we  frequently  Ice  among  us,  of  hofpitals,  Ic- 
niinarics,  Sec.  and  ihe  deeds  were  flill  in  exifience 
at  the  time  of  the  feizure  ;  but  an  Alft^ibly  tliat: 
paid  no  refpec^i:  to  a  right  of  prelcription,  founded  ou 
a  thoufand  years  of  uiiinterrupted  pofleliion,  could 
not  be  expelled  to  pay  attention  to  the  contents  of  a 
bit  of  old  parchment. 

We  ought  not  to  be  aftonlflied  at  hearing  the  au- 
thor of  The  Age  of  Reafun  attempt  to  juftify  this  a(ft 
of  impudent  fraud;  but  let  us  fee  how  his  do61rine 
would   fuit,  if  applied    to  ourlelvcs  :  for  this  is  the 
only  way  to  determine  on  its  merits.    Suppofe  (which 
God  forbid  !)  the  principles  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion fhould  be  adopted  by  our  Legiflature,  and  they 
ihould  declare  all  the   meeting-houfes,    feminaries, 
hofpitals,  8cc.  together  with  the  eilates  which  have 
been  left  for  their  llipport,  the  property  of  the  Jiathm  \ 
how  fhould  we  receive  this  .''     Suppofe  an  army  of 
cut-throats  fliould  be  lent  to  the  Friends'  mecting- 
houle,  and  thrult  them  out  with  the  point  of  the  bay- 
onet ;  fuppofe    another  fhould  go  to  the  epilcopal 
church,  drive  the  congregation  from  the  altar,  Ttrip' 
the  minifler  of  his  caifock,  feize  oa  the  facramental 
cup,  and  turn  the  church  into  a  ftable  ;  I  aik,  how 
fhould  we  like  this  ? — But,  we  are  told,  there  is  a 
vafl  difference  ;  that  the   moiiks  were  iuperfrilious 
drones,  ufelefs  to  focicty.     Ah  I   let  us  beware.     Let 
us  take  care  not  to  condemn,  becaufe   we  are  Pro- 
tefiants,  a  religion  that  differs  from  our  own  in  form 
only  ;  a  religion  that  has  yet  more  votaries  than  any 
other  Chriflian  profeffion  can  boaft  of.     And  as  to 
the  religious  orders  being  uielefs  to  fociety,  we  have 
no  proofs  of  this,  but  llrong  prcfumptive  ones  to  the 
contrary  ;  for  we  know    that  France  was  great  and 
happy,  that  it  had  been  increaiing  in  extent,  wealth, 
and  population,  lince  the  exillence  of  thofe  commu- 
nities.    However,  I  can  by  no  means  take  upon  me 
to  prove  the  public  utility  of  the  monaftic  life  ;  nor 
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is  it  neceffary  ;  for  if  no  man  is  to  poiTers  property, 
imlcfs  be  can  prove  his  utility  to  fociety,  I  am  afraid 
that  few  of  us  would  be  ft  care.  How  many  hundreds 
of  proprietors  do  we  fcr,  who  are  much  wor/e-ihan 
ufelefs  to  fociety  I  Surely  the  pubiic-is  as  much  .be- 
nefited by  a  man  who  fpends  his  life  in  a  convent,  as 
by  one  who  fpends  it  in  a  tavern,  at  a  billiard-rtablo, 
or  in  a  playhoufe.  Thoufands  and  thoufands  there 
are  who  never  worked  a  ftrokc  nor  fludied  a  tingle 
hour;  vegetating  mortals,  who  feera  to  live  only  to 
eat  and  drink,  and  be  carried  about.  Yet  •  j  have 
never  thought  of  fcizing  their  efiates.  No  ;  utility, 
or  inutility,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter  ;  the 
queflion  before  us  is  a  limple  qucltion  of  right — 
-Whether  monks  were  necelfary  or  ufeful  in  France, 
or  not  ?  We  know  there  were  fuch  people,  and  that 
tliey  poflefled  property  legally  acquired  ;  and  every 
honefi:  man,  capable  of  diftinguifhing  between  right 
and  wrong,  will  hold  in  abhorrence  the  Atrembly 
that  dared  to  rob  them  of  it. 

When  we  hear  of  fuch  crying  acts  of  injuftice  as 
this,  we  are  naturally  led  to  inquire  who  were  the 
hrft  promoters  of  them.  The  reader  will  be  afto- 
nifhed  to  hear,  that  the  decree  for  this  national  rob- 
..^  bery  was  firfl:  propofcd  by  a  Bifhop.  Of  a  hundred 
nnd  thirty-eight  ■French  Biihops,  there  were  only 
tour  to  be  found  who  would  gi\^  their  approbation 
to  this  deed,  and  one  of  thefe  four  was  he  who  pro- 
pofed  the  decree.  The  Abbe  Barruel  fpeaks  of  him 
in  the  following  terras  :  "  The  Allcmbly  thought  it 
*'  high  time  to  confummate  their  defigns  upon  the  , 
*'  Church,  by  fcizing  what  lli'.l  remained  of  its 
pofieflions.  This  uieafure  was  fo  evidently  con- 
trary to  every  princi])le  of  juftice  and  common  ho- 
nefty,  that  it  was  not  ealy  to  tind  a  man  lb  totally 
Igft  to  every  lentiment  of  humanity  as  to  bring  it 
"  forward.  This  fecond  Judas  was  at  laft  found  in 
^'  the  College  of  the  Apoftles.  This  was  Talleyrand 

*'  Ferigord, 
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'f  Perlgord,  Bifhop  of  Autun.  This  Peri gord  pof- 
"  feffcd  all  the  barencfs,  all  the  vices  of  a  Jew." — 
See  Hifl.  of  the  French  Clergy,  page  15. 

To  obtain  the  fandioii  of  the  people  to  this  ac% 
they  were  told  that  the  wealth  of  the  Church  would 
not  only  pay  off  the  national  debt,  but  render  taxes 
in  future  unneceflary.  No  deception  was  ever  fo 
barefaced  as  this  ;  but  even  this  was  not  wanted  ; 
for  the  people  thcmfelves  had  already  begun  to  tal^e 
the  Iweets  of  plunder.  Avarice  tempted  the  tradincr 
part  of  the  nation  to  approve  of  the  meafure.  At 
the  time  of  paffing  the  decree  they  were  feen  amon,cf  ^/^ 
the  firfl  to  applaud  it.  They  faw  an  cafy  mean  of 
obtaining  thole  fine  rich  eftates,  the  polTellion  of 
which  they  had,  perhaps,  long  coveted.  In  vain 
they  were  told,  that  the  purchafer  would  partake  in 
the  infamy  of  the  robbery  ;  that,  if  the  title  of  the 
communities  could  not  render  property  fecure,  that 
fame  property  could  never  be  fecure  under  any  title 
the  plunderers  could  give.  In  vain  were  they  told, 
that  in  fan6lioning  the  feizure  of  the  wealth  of 
others,  they  were  fandlioning  the  feizure  of  their 
own,  whenever  that  all-devouring  monfter,  the  fo- 
vereign  people,  fhould  call  on  them  for  it.  In  vain 
were  they  told  all  tlfis ;  they  purchafed ;  they  Caw 
with  plealure  the  plundered  Clergy  driven  from  their 
dwellings ;  but  fcarcely  had  they  taken  pofieffion  of 
their  ill-gotten  wealth,  when  not  only  that,  but  the 
remains  of  their  other  property,  were  wrenched  from  ^ 
them.  Since  that  we  have  feen  decree  upon  decree 
launched  forth  againft  the  rich  :  their  account-books 
have  been  fubmitted  to  public  examination ;  they 
have  been  obliged  to  give  drafts  for  the  funds  they 
poffeffed  even  in  foreign  countries ;  all  their  letters 
have  been  intercepted  and  read.  How  many  hun- 
dreds of  them  have  we  feen  led  to  the  fcafFold, 
merely  becaufe  they  were  proprietors  of  what  their 
foyereign  ilood  in  need  of  !  I  iiefc  were  acls  of  un- 
exampled 
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exampled  tyranny ;  but  as  they  refpecStcd  the  pcrfons 
who  appUiudedthc  feizurc  of  the  efiates  ofthc  Church, 
they  were  perfe^ly  juji.  Several  of  thelc  avarielous 
purchalers  have  been  murdered  within  the  walls  of 
thole  buildings,  whence  they  had  afliited  to  drive 
the  lawful  proprietors:  this  wns  Ju/l :  it  was  the 
nieafure  they  had  meted  to  others.  They  Ibared  the 
fate  of  the  injured  Clergy,  without  fhiaring  the  pity 
which  that  fate  excited.  When  dragged  forth  to 
flaughtcr  in  their  turn,  they  were  left  without  even 
the  right  of  complaining  :  the  laft  ftab  of  the  afiafliri 
was  accompanied  with  the  cutting  refle^lioL  that  it 
wasjT///?. 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  on  this  fubjec^,  as  it  is, 
perhaps,  the  mofi:  flriking  and  mofi:  awful  example 
of  the  confequences  of  a  violation  of  property,  that 
the  world  ever  faw.  Let  it  ferve  to  warn  all  thofe 
who  wifh  to  raife  their  fortunes  on  the  ruin  of  others, 
that  fooner  or  later  their  own  turn  mull  come. 
From  this  act  of  the  Conftituent  Affembly  W3  may 
date  the  violation,  in  France,  of  every  right  that  men 
ought  to  hold  dear.  Hence  the  leizure  of  all  the 
gold  and  lilver,  as  the  property  of  the  nation  ;  hence 
the  lavi^  preventing  thefon  to  cUiim  the  wealth  of  his 
father ;  hence  the  abominable  tyranny  of  requili- 
tions  ;  and  hence  thoufands  and  thoulands  of  the 
murders  that  have  difgraced  unhappy  France. 

Since  the  leizure  of  the  Church  efiates  there  has 
not,  in  fa61,  been  any  fuch  tiling  ns  private  property 
in  France  ;  for,  though  the  Conftituent  Aliembly 
did  not  pafs  a  decree  of  this  import,  they  knew  per- 
fedly  well  how  to  pafs  decrees  and  ellablifh  regula- 
tions amounting  to  the  fame  thing.  Some  of  their 
enormous  contributions  on  the  rich  were  called  ^^- 
tr'io  tic  gifts  ;  but  he  who  refufcd  to  pay  ihc  gifts  in- 
ferted  in  the  lilt,  knew  he  had  but  a  few  hours  to  live. 
The  money  and  jewels  depolitcd  at  the  bar  of  the 
Affembly  and  on  the  altar  of  the  country,  amounted 

to 
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fo  Immcnfc  furns.  T'nefe  were  held  out  as  a  proof 
of  a  general  approbation  of  their  nieafnrcs  ;  but  had 
the  Alieir.Mv  been  candid,  they  wouUl  have  confelFcd 
that  thefe  offerings  were  the  pure  effc6l  of  fear,  of  a 
panic  that  had  feized  all  the  proprietors  in  the  nation, 
and  that  each  giver's  hatred  to  their  caufe  might  be 
m:  afured  by  tlie  fnm  he  depofited.  It  v/as  not  a  grate- 
ful free-will  offeriniT,  but  a  facrifice  that  ti^c  trem- 
bling  wretch  came  to  offer  at  the  fhrine  of  tyranny, 
in  order  to  fave  liis  houfe  from  the  flames,  or  his 
own  head,  or  that  of  fome  dear  relation  or  parent, 
from  the  fcaflbld.  Could  a  man,  reduced  to  a6is 
like  this,  he  laid  to  potfefs  any  thing  ? 

The  fuccefibrs-  of  the  Conftituent  xVfTembly  laid 
aiide  the  mafk^  as  no  longer  neceflary.  On  the  ijtb 
of  March,  1794,  all  the  merchants  of  Bourdeaux 
(known  for  one  of  the  moll  infamouny  patriotic 
towns  in  the  kingdom)  were  arretted  in  one  day, 
and  condemned,  in  pretence  of  the  guillotine,  to  a 
fine  of  o^ir  hundred  millions  o(  French  livres,  upwards 
of  foKf  millions  fterling.  On  the  iSth  of  April,  the 
rich  Banker,  La  Borde,  after  h-Av'mg  purchajl'd  Iiis  life 
eight  times,  was  guillotined,  and  the  remainder  of 
his  riches  confifcated.  On  the  lotb  of  May,  twenty- 
feven  rich  Farmers-general  were  executed,  becaule 
they  had  araaffed  riches  under  the  monarchy.  Finally, 
on  the  27th  of  June,  all  property,  of  whatever  de- 
fcriotion,  was  decreed  !o  belong  to  the  nation^  and  was 
put  in  a  flate  of  requifition  accordingly,  as  the  pei-- 
fons  of  the   vhole  of  the  inhabitants  had  been  before. 

The  rnilk-and-water  admirers  of  the  Conlfituent 
AfTembly  pretend  to  be  fhocked  at  thefe  meafures  ; 
but  what  are  tnele  meafures  more  than  an  improve- 
ment on  thofe  of  that  Allembly  ?  The  progrefs  was 
not  only  natural,  but  even  neceffary  to  the  lupport 
of  the  rc.'olution.  Had  there  been  frill  Church 
cftatcRto  fcize,  and  monks  to  murder,  it  is  probable 
that  the  tyrants  why  have  fucceeded  the  Coniiitu- 
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cnt  AfTembly,  would  not  have  furpafTed  their  pre- 
dccellbrs;  but  that  foiirce  being  cxhaufted,  they 
were  obliged  to  find  out  others,  or  return  to  order  and 
obedienee.  And  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know,  if  the 
property  of  one  individual,  or  one  ibciety,  was  be- 
come the  property  of  the  fovereign  people  by  virtue 
of  a  decree  of  one  Afiembly,  why  the  fame  claim 
ihould  not  be  tnaJe  to  the  property  of  other  indivi- 
duals, or  other  Ibcietics.  Nor  can  I  believe,  what- 
ever athcifts  and  deifis  may  fay  to  the  contrary, 
that  it  was  any  more  unjufl  to  guillotine  bankers 
and  merchants,  or  even  members  of  the  Conftituent 
Alfembly,  than  to  guillotine  or  malfacre  poor,  de- 
fencelefs,  friendlefs  priefts.  There  is  fuch  an  inti- 
mate connexion  between  the  fecurity  of  property, 
and  that  of  the  perlon  to  whom  that  property  be- 
longs, that  one  can  never  be  laid  to  be  fafe,  while 
the  other  is  in  danger.  Tyrant  princes,  tyrant  afiem- 
blies,  or  tyrant  mobs,  when  once  they  are  fuffevcd  to 
take  away  with  impunity  the  property  of  the  innocent 
man,  will  feel  little  Icruple  at  takingaway  his  life  alio. 
Kobbcry  and  murder  are  the  natural  auxiliaries  of 
each  other  ;  and,  with  a  people  rendered  ferocious 
and  hardened  by  an  infidel  fyitem,  that  removes  all 
fear  of  an  hereafter,  they  muft  for  ever  be  inl'e- 
parable. 

Before  the  decree  was  pafTed  for  the  aflumption  of 
the  cllates  of  the  regular  Clergy,  every  calumny  that 
faliehcod  could  invent,  and  every  vexation  that  ty- 
ranny could  enforce,  were  employed  to  debate  the 
whole  body  of  the  Clergy,  and  the  religion  they 
taught.  Songs  and  caricatures  were  fung,  or  hawked 
about,  by  fhamelefs  ftrumpets  in  the  pay  of  the  Af- 
iembly. In  thefe  not  only  the  clerical  fundions,  and 
the  lives  of  the  Clergy,  were  ridiculed,  but  even  the 
life  of  Jefus  Chriil  and  the  Virgin  Mary.  The  in- 
carnation of  our  Saviour  becanje  the  fubjecTt  of  a 
faycey  in  Ihe  fmiitty  language  of  Parifian  filbwomen. 

Who 
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Who  w^re  the  cbara6lers  in  this  iarce,  I  leave  tlK 
fhuddcring  reader  to  conceive. 

A  decree,  in  form  of  an  invihition*\  was  ilT^icd, 
for  bringing  the  gold  and  lilver  from  the  chiirchcs 
to  the  mint.  It  was  well  known,  that  there  were 
none  of  tliefe  metals  in  the  churches,  except  the 
vafes,  the  crucifixes,  and  other  lymbols,  hitheito 
held  facred.  What  an  effecl  the  coining  up  of  thei« 
mull  have  on  the  minds  of  the  giddy  (nuUitudc,  is 
not  difficult  to  imagine.  Many,  however,  evcii  of 
the  motl  depraved,  felt  a  momentary  horror  ;  but 
this  horror  the  Aflembly  knew  how  to  do  away. 
Hundreds,  I  might  fay  thoufands  of  abandoned 
ibribblers  were  employed  to  propagate  the  new  prin- 
ciples. Their  little  filthy  ditties  were  fpread  through 
all  the  departments,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  nation. 
Some  of  thele  were  catechifms  in  rhyme,  in  which  the 
Confiitution  was  fubftituted  for  God,  the  Aflembly 
for  the  faints,  and  both  recommended  to  the  adora- 
tion of  the  French  patriots.  The  Journal,  or  Letter, 
as  it  was  called,  of  Pere  du  Chene,  written  by  one  / 

Hebert,  and  of  which,  it  is  faid,  fifty  t^houfand 
copies  were  ftruck  off  daily,  was  lent  into  the  towns 
and  villages  by  the  carriers  of  the  decrees  of  the 
Aflembly.  This  Hebert,  whofe  ftrumpet  has  lince 
been  adored  at  Paris  as  the  Goddefs  of  Reafon,  was 
a  profclTed  atlieilL  His  journal  contained  the  mot?: 
outrageous  abufe  of  all  that  was  refpeflable  and 
facred,  interlarded  with  oaths  and  execrations  with- 
out number.  I  have  one  now  before  me,  which  has 
for  title :  ''  Leltre  du  veritable  Vere  du  Chene,  bougre- 
*'  merit  Patriotic' — in  Enjrlifh  :  ''  Letter  of  the  true 


*  "Invitations  from     faprriors,"    fays   fome    one,    "favour 
"*'  ftrongly  of  commrinds."    Tiiis  was  fo'much  the  cafe  in  the  pre- 
^  fent  inilance,  that  the  prieft  who  dared  to   difobey,  was  furc  to 
'  expiate  his  difobedience  with  his  life.    The  magiarates  ofren  en- 
tered the  church  and  feized  the  chalices  on  the  xii tar,  during  the 
-celebration  of  the  tnafs.     Sucli  are  revo!\]tionary  invitationt  ! 

"  i^atlier 
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**  Father  (3a  Chene,  b — gerly  pntrioHc."  I  would 
here  infcrt  an  extracl  from  this  letter  ;  bnt  I  tiult  I 
fhall  be  beneved,  when  I  fay,  the  contents  arc  fuily 
anfwcrable  to  thiC  title.  '  Such  were  the  .iijents  of 
Conclorcct  and  his  colleagues  :  thus  did  ihcy  corrupt 
the  morals  of  the  people  ;  thus  did  tljey  lead  t'iem 
from  one  degree  of  vice  to  another  ;  thus  were  they 
hardened  up  to  rob  and  to  murder  :  and  thus  did 
the  boaded  Conftituent  Alfembly  lay  the  foundation 
of  all  thofe  horrors  wc  have  iince  heard  of. 

The  magiftrates  in  the  different  municipalities,  cho- 
fen  from  the  fcum  of  the  nation,  diftributed  thefe  in^ 
fernalv\ntings  amongthepeoplein  their prerindls, and 
particularly  among  the  young  ptople.  If,  by  chanccj 
fome  magiilrate  was  found  too  fcrupulous  to  execute 
their  will,  means  were  loon  invented  to  get  rid  of 
him.  Some  pretext  ar  other  was  never  wanting  to 
excite  the  mob  to  pi.it  an  end  to  him  and  his  reiiil- 
ance.  Chatel,  Mayor  of  St.  Denys,  was  one  of 
this  delbription.  The  mob  were  told  that  this  man 
was  the  caufe  of  the  dearnefs  of  bread.  They  flew 
to  hishoufe,  and  obliged  him  to  reduce  the  price  ac- 
cording to  their  will,  tliough  it  was  well  known  that 
he  had  not  the  power  to  reduce  it  at  all,  unlets  at  his 
own  expenle.  The  rabble  were  difperang,  but  they 
had  not  fulfilled  the  bloody  wilhesof  the  revolutionary 
agents,  wjio  had  nothing  lefs  in  view  than  the  low- 
ering of  the  price  of  bread.  They  were  inltigated 
to  return  to  the  unfortunate  magiltrate.  Firfl  they 
attempted  to  hang  him  ;  but,  r\'earied  v/ith  his  refitt- 
ance,  one  of  them  took  out  his  knife,  and  cut  his 
head  partly  off,  while  feveral  others  piicked  him 
with  their  bayonets.  The  unhappy  vidtim  was  flill 
alive  after  the  back  of  his  neck  was  cut  atunder, 
and  was  heard  to  groan  out,  "  For  Heaven  s  fajic  kill 
*^  me  !  hill  7ne  I  yuu  make  me  fujj'er  too  longP""  The 
fanguniary  villain,  who  had  begun  to  cut  his  head 
off,  now  threw  away  his  knife,  and  borrowed  that 
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of  his  comrade,  with  which  he  iiniflied  the  work. 
When  he  found  that  his  own  knife  was  not  fufficienf, 
he  faid  with  a  cool  indifference,  "  Lend  me  your 
*'  knife,  for  mine  is  not  vjorth  a  ciafe"  That  which 
was  lent  liim,  was  a  little  twopenny  knife  with  a 
wooden  handle.  Durins:  this  time,  other  aflaffios 
gave  him  feveral  flabs  with  their  knives  in  the  belly 
and  ftomach  :  one  of  them  turned  iiis  knife  flovvlv 
in  the  flank  of  the  dying  man,  and  faid  to  him, 
laughing,  "  Does  that  enter  zvell?  Don  t  you  find  the 
*^  daylight  peep  into  you  P'' — He  at  lafl  expired,  after 
the  moft  inconceivable  torments.  His  body  was 
dragged  along  the  flreetsof  St.  Denys,  with  his  head 
tied  to  his  feet.  A  refolutioti  of  the  town  has  iince 
declared  him  innocent  of  a7iy  offence  whatever:  he  had 
given  abundant  affiftance  to  the  poor  the  winter  be- 
fore :  the  diminution  he  had  juA:  made  in  the  price 
of  bread  was  at  his  own  expenfe  ;  and  this  barba- 
rous punifhment  was  his  recompenfe.  His  wife 
went  diflracled,  and  has  ever  tince  been  in  a  mad- 
houfe.  His  affaflins  obtained  pardon  from  the  Af- 
fembly  ;  a  circumftance  much  lefs  furprifing  thaji 
that  they  fhould  think  it  neceflary  to  alk  it,— See 
Du  Cour's  Memoire,  page  57. 

Examples  of  this  kind,  and  fuch  were  wanting  in 
very  few  parts  of  the  country,  could  not  fail  to  en- 
fure  an  implicit  obedience  on  the  part  of  the  ma- 
gi ft  rates. 

The  debafement  of  religion  was  nearly  completed 
by  the  public  fale  of  the  fupprefTed  churches  and 
monalteries.  The  groffeft  indecency  prelidcd  at  all 
thefe  demoniac  fccnes.  When  the  vile  a2;ent  of  the 
Affembly,  hammer  in  hand,  had  exhauiled  his  auc- 
tioneer rhetoric,  in  recommending  a  clmrch  as  an  ex- 
cellent barn,  liable,  or  playhoufc,  it  was  knocked 
down,  to  the  bafe  and  avaricious  fpeculator,  v^'hile 
the  hireling  mob  Hiouied  apj;laule.  The  church  of 
Aldegone,  at  St.  Omer's  (1  love  to  cite  ialJaaces), 
i  the 
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1heliir;;heA  in  tliat  ancient  town,  and  for  bundreds  of 
years  the  pride  of  its  inliabitants,  was  fold  to  3.  Jew 
of  Dunkirk,  for  the  ])itiful  fiim  of  20,000  French 
livrcs  in  aflignats,  not  more  tiian  200  pounds  ftcr- 
ling,  nor  half  the  coil  of  one  of  the  pillars.  This 
beautiful  edifice,  by  the  fpire  of  which  the  town 
was  known  at  a  great  diflance,  had  been  chofen  for 
dcfrruclion,  that  the  humiliation  of  religion  might 
be  the  more  ftrikinc.  It  met  with  fuch  treatment  as 
might  be  expected  from  the  hands  of  an  infidel.  Its 
lofty  Ipire  was  tumbted  to  the  earth  in  lefs  than  a 
month  ;  the  body  of  the  church  was  turned  into  a 
rope- walk  ;  and  the  Jew  proprietor,  to  complete  the 
degradation  of  Chriflianity,  left  a  rcprefentation  of 
the  Lord's  Supper  uncffaced  in  the  chancel.  What 
mufi  be  the  grief,  what  the  indignation  of  the  think- 
ing and  pious  part  of"  tJie  inhabitants  of  St.  Omer's, 
thus  to  fee  their  favourite  church,  the  fandluary  of 
their  God,  and  the  God  of  their  fathers,  delivered, 
for  a  bundle  of  depreciated  paper-money,  into  the 
hands  of  a  dcfcendaiit  of  the  murderers  of  Him  to 
whofe  worihip  it  was  confecrated  ! 

To  give  the  reader  a  jutl  idea  of  the  ribaldry,  of 
tlie  fcencs  of  brutal  impiety,  exhibited  at  the  pillage 
of  the  convents,  is  totally  impoflible.  A  dozen  or 
two  of  carts  rattling  along  whh  a  CommitTary  at 
their  head,  followed  by  an  efcort  of  raggamuffins, 
decorated  with  a  bit  ol"  three-coloured  riband,  and 
armed  with  hammers,  axes,  crow-bars,  and  fpades, 
generally  formed  the  corps  for  fuch  an  expedition. 
Hardly  were  the  doors  opened,  when  the  vaults 
rang  with  their  hammering  and  their  oaths.  Tn  a 
few  hours  the  whole  was  gutted.  The  decorations  % 
of  the  altar,  the  pricfts'  vefiracnts,  ftatues,  pic- 
tures, books,  manufcripts,  the  mofi  precious  pieces 
of  antiquity,  the  produdlions  of  long  and  laborious 
lives  of  Itudy,  were  hauled  away  as  fo  much  rub- 
bifh.  The  paintings  on  the  doors,  walls,  ceilings, 
2.  ,  and 
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and  other  fixtures,  were  cffiiccd  or  disfigured  :  the 
fury  of  the  enlightened  ruffians  defcendcd  even  to 
the  graves  of  :he  deceafed  fatliers. 

At  the  expulfionof  the  nuns,  tlie  conda61:  of  the 
revolutioniits  was,  if  poffihle,  ftill  more  fwinifli 
and  cruel.  While  the  gibing  Commiffary  pulled 
afide  their  veils  to  examine  their  faces,  his  black- 
guard attendants  congratulated  them  on  the  plea- 
fares  they  vvere  going  to  enjoy  in  the  world,  and  this 
in  a  language  calculated  to  raife  a  blulh  on  the 
cheek  of  a  common  fireet- walker.  They  feemed  to 
enjoy  their  tears,  and  even  to  make  fome  facrifices 
to  augment  them.  Had  any  one  a  piece  of  needle- 
work which  the  willied  to  preferve,  it  was  rent  to 
pieces  before  her  face.  A  linging-bird  that  had  the 
misfortune  to  have  been  the  companion  of  the  foli- 
tary  hours  of  its  miltrefs,  was  fure  to  be  taken  from 
her  and  killed.  To  thefe  deje6led  and  defencclefs 
females  every  infult  and  indignity  was  offered,  not 
forgetting  the  Uifl:  of  which  beailly  libertines  can  be 
guilty. 

In  a  country  where  the  crucifix  was  fent  to  the 
mint ;  where  churches  were  put  up  at  au61ion  ;  where 
tlie  half- worn  caifock,  the  furplice,  and  the  veil, 
made  part  of  the  aflbrtmcnt  of  a  dealer  in  old 
clothes,  and  were  expofed  to  public  fale  on  the 
market-place;  where  the  niinilters  of  the  Gofpcl 
were  fcoffed  at,  reviled,  and  frequently  murdered 
with  as  little  ceremony  as  one  would  kill  a  dog ; 
where  the  moll  daring  blafphemies  were  uttered  and 
publillied,  and  fpread  through  the  country,  not  only 
with  the  perraiilion  of  its  governors,  but  by  tb.cir 
diredion  ;  in  a  country  where  all  this  was  prac- 
tifed,  religion  could  not  be  of  long  duration.  Re- 
ligion, and  even  tlie  Catholic  religion,  did,  how- 
ever, Ihll  fubfift  in  France,  at  leail  in  form.  The 
Aflcmbly  had  as  yet  paffed  no  pofitive  decree  for  its 
abolition.     Iljey  had  robbed  the  Church,  had  ftrip- 
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ped  its  altars,  and  degraded  its  minifters ;  but  ftill 
the  moll  pious  and  aclive  of  tliofe  minifters  were 
left  in  the  excrcife  of  their  functions.  The  paro- 
chial Clergy,  though  deprived  of  the  tithes,  had  a 
Itipend  allowed  them.  They  yet  remained  with 
their  parilhioners,  many  of  wliom,  indeed  nearly 
all  the  elderly  and  fobei  part  of  them,  continued  as 
firmly  attached  to  their  paftors,  as  at  any  former 
period. 

Thinsfs  were  not  fnfFered  to  remain  lono;  in  this 
flate.  The  Confiituent  Aficmbly  well  knew,  that 
they  and  rehgion  could  never  exiii:  for  any  length  of 
time  in  the  lame  country.  The  parochial  Clergy 
were  men  of  talents  and  indullry.  I'hey  generally 
flecided  all  the  little  difputes  between  their  pa- 
rifhioners ;  to  which  amiable  capacity  they  often 
joined  that  of  phyfieian  or  lurgeon  ;  and  thefe  their 
beneficent  fervices  were  alwa}^s  rendered  without  fee 
or  reward.  Even  the  atheiits  and  d-clds  thcmfelves 
had  repeatedly  acknowledged  their  virtuous  mo- 
dcfly,  and  the  great  utility  they  were  of  to  the  com- 
munity at  large.  Such  a  body  of  men,  immove- 
ably  attached  to  the  religion  they  tauglit,  was  truly 
formidable  to  the  new  tyrants.  Reliiiion  had  re- 
ceived  a  fevere  blow  ;  but  if  thele  men  retained 
their  cures,  it  might  recover.  Nay,  wdiat  was  ftill 
more  dreadful,  the  monarchy  itfelf  might  recover 
along  with  it ;  and  it  is  not  difiicult  to  conceive, 
how  an  idea  like  this  mufi  haunt  the  minds  of  the 
pupils  of  the  favagc  and  imperious  Diderot,  who 
lioped  to  lee  "  the  Tall  of  kings  ftranglcd  with  the 
"  guts  of  the  lafl  of  priefts."  In  fnort,  the  paro- 
chial Clergy  were  tlie  «,nly  men  on  earth  they  had 
now  to  fear,  and  thefe  they  got  rid  of  by  a  flrata- 
gem  worthy  of  an  Aflerably,  tlie  leaders  of  which 
joined  to  the  moft  hardened  vvickednefs  the  pro- 
foundell  diliimulation. 

They 
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They  laid  afide  the  Rights  of  Mem,  together  with 
the  famous  Conllitulion,  from  which  they  took  the 
adjan(5:t  to  their  name,  and  which  we  have  lincc 
fcen  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman 
(or  rather  common  guillotiner),  in  that  very  city  of 
Paris,  where  it  had  been  iffucd  amidft  theapplanfes, 
and  even  adorations  of  the  populace.  They  laid 
afide  the  difcuflion  of  this  inftrumejit  of  fliortlived 
and  ridiculous  memory,  to  draw  up  another,  which 
they  were  pleated  to  call  "  the  Civic  Conllitution  of 
the  Clergy."  They  were  conftitution-mad,  ablb- 
lutely  frantic. 

It  might  be  fufiicient  to  fay  of  this  latter  conftitu- 
tion,  that  it  v^'asjuft  as  lubverfive  of  religion  as  the 
other  conftitution  was  of  every  principle  of  govern- 
ment and  found  policy.  They  knew  it  to  be  in  dire6t 
oppolition  to  the  very  nature  of  the  Catholic  reli- 
gion :  yet  they  had  the  affurance  to  tell  the  people, 
that  it  was  not ;  they  even  went  fo  far  as  to  protefl, 
that  they  v/ould  live  and  die  in  the  religion  of  their 
forefathers,  at  the  very  moment  when  they  were 
taking  the  fureft  meafure  in  the  world  for  deftroying 
it.  They  were  led  to  this  hypocritical  declaratioa 
from  a  fear  that  the  body  of  the  people  were  not  yet 
ripe  for  a  total  abolition  of  religion  ;  and,  as  we 
fliall  lee  in  the  fequel,  this  fear  was  not  entirely  un- 
founded. By  perfuading  the  people  that  nothing 
was  intended  againft  their  faith,  they  had  an  addi- 
tional handle  againft  the  Clergy,  by  reprefenting 
them  as  untriendly  to  their  "  Civil  Conftitution,'* 
merely  bccaule  it  was  neceiFary  to  the  fupport  of  the 
Rights  of  Mem. 

This  inllrument  did  not,  however,  pafs  into  a 
law  without  confiderable  reftllance.  There  were 
yet  fome  honcft  and  virtuous  men  even  among  the 
members  of  the  Conftituent  Affeml)iy.  Thete  had 
remained  with  them,  not  to  aid  in  overturning  the 
Government,  and  effedting  the  dreadful  revolution 
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that  has  lince  rendered  the  country  a  flaughter- 
honfc,  but  to  oppofe  thedeftru^live  mcafurcs  of  the 
philolbphers,  and,  if  pofliblc,  fave  the  finking 
flate.  At  the  head  of  tliefe  was  the  learned  and  elo- 
quent Abbe  Maury.  He  oppofed  this  "  Civil  Con- 
ftitution,"  with  all  the  powers  of  realbning  and  all 
the  charms  of  eloquence  :  but  it  was  calling  pearls 
before  fwine.  When  was  an  atheiit  open  to  convic- 
tion ?  The  decree  paiTed,  and  was  loon  after  fol- 
lowed by  another,  obliging  the  Clergy  to  fwear  to 
obfcrve  and  maintain  the  "  Civil  Confiitution.'* 
This  oath  they  could  not  take  without  breaking  that 
which  they  had  taken  at  entering  into  the  prieft- 
hood ;  and  that  the  AfiTembly  had  every  reafon  to 
fuppofe  they  w^ould  not  do.  Whether  they  did  or 
not,  however,  the  end  of  their  tyrants  was  anfwer- 
ed :  if  they  refuted,  they  were  to  be  driven  from 
their  livings;  if  they  complied,  they  muft  be  look- 
ed upon  as  apollates,  and  be  dcfertcd  by  all  thofe 
who  were  ftili  attached  to  them.  In  either  cafe  the 
tottering  remains  of  reliiiion  mufr  come  to  the 
ground.  The  Clergy,  and  indeed  the  whole  nation, 
and  all  Europe,  faw  the  real  objecfl:  of  this  inhuman 
and  impious  decree  ;  but  the  AfTembly,  furrounded 
with  their  enlightened  myrmidons,  the  Parifian  mob, 
bid  defiance  to  earth  and  Heaven. 

Generally  fpcaking,  the  Clergy  were  refolved  not 
to  take  the  oath.  *'  Lofe  no  time,"  laid  the  Abbe 
Maury,  "  in  the  delivery  of  your  challenge.  By 
*'  fiiedding  our  blood,  you  may  ingratiate  your- 
*^  felves  with  your  conftituents.  Lofe,  tlien,  not 
"  a  fingle  moment.  Y^our  victims  are  here  ;  they 
*'  are  ready.  To  their  torments  add  not  that  of 
•'  fuipenfe.  Why  not  vote  r.t  once  for  our  cxecu- 
*'  tion,  glut  your  hatred,  and  quench  for  a  little 
"  your  thirfi  for  blood?  Haficn,  I  fay,  while  the 
*'  power  is   in   your   hands ;  for  remember,  I  now 

toretdl,  your  reign  •will  h  ofJJiort  duration.''' 
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This  proplictic  addrcfs,   which  we  have  feen  fo 
fully  verified,  Icrved  only   to  inflame.     Eight  days 
only  were  given  the  Clergy  to  determine  on  compli- 
ance orrefnlal,  during  which  no  ftratagem  that  bafe 
and  degenerate  tyranny  could  devife,  was  left  unef- 
fayed  to  intimidate  them.     This  was  ever  their  prac- 
tice, when  they  had   an  important  blow  to  ftrike. 
Rochefoucault,    formerly  a   duke,  declared,  at  the 
time  the  decree  for  the  feizure  of  the   monafteries 
was  under  deliberation,  that  "  the  lives  of  the  bijhops 
"  and  priejisy    in    the   AJjemhly^    depended  upon   the 
"  pnlfing  of  it  \^  and,  in  order  to  lilence  all  thofe 
who  oppolcd  it,  a  lift  of  their  names  was  fluck  up 
on    the    walls,    with    a   promife  of   a    reward    of 
"  twelve  hundred  livres  to  any  patriot  who  would  af- 
"  MilP^^^^^  ihemy — According   to  this  laudable  cuf- 
tom,  this  inftance  of  French  liberty,  when  the  day 
for   taking  the    oath,    or,    as  it    was   well  termed, 
"  the  forfwearing  day,"  arrived,  the  Aflembly  took 
care  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  iiiliwomen  and  mob. 
"   To   the  hnnp-pofi    with   the  nonjuring   bijhops  and 
"  priejls  /"  was  echoed  from  the  fireets  and  the  gal- 
leries.    The  ruffians  were  prepared  for  murder,  and 
were   howling  for  their  prey,  like  fo  many  wolves 
round  a  fheepfold. 

Let  the  reader  imagine  himfelf  in  the  fituation  of 
one  of  thefe  unfortunate  clergymen  ;  an  oath  of 
a}X>flacy  before  him,  and  a  halter  behind  his  back  ; 
and  then  let  him  give  me  his  opinion  of  the  Rights  of 
Man. 

This  did  not  intimidate  the  Clergy  ;  only  thirty  of 
whom  could  he  prevailed  on  to  fubmit,  and  thele 
were  already  known  to  have  abandoned  their  reli- 
gion. When  the  oath  was  tendered  to  the  Bifhop 
of  Agcn,  "  Gentlemen,"  fays  he,  "  I  lament,  not 
*'  the  lofs  of  my  fortune  ;  but  there  is  another  lots 
'^  which  1  fliould  ever  lament,  the  lofs  of  your 
*'  clleem  and  ray  faith.     I   could  uot  fail  to  lofe 
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*'  both,  ir  I  fook  the  oath  now  propofed  to  me.'" 
The  old  Bifhop  of  Poidiiert^,  icaririg  he  might  lofe 
fo  fair  an  opportunity  of  bearing  teflimony  of  liis 
fincerity,  advanced  to  the  tribune,  i-md  calling  on  the 
Prcfident  to  comrnand  filence  ;  "  Gentlemen,"  faicj 
lie,  '*  I  am  Icvcnty  years  old  ;  I  have  been  thirty 
*'  years  a  bifliop :  I  will  never  dilgrace  my  gr?y  hairs 
*'  by  an  oath  oi  apofiacy."  Upon  this  manly  decla- 
ration of  the  reverend  old  prelate,  the  Clergy  role 
from  their  feats,  thanked  him  for  his  example,  and 
told  the  Alfcmbly  lie  had  exprclled  their  qijanimous 
fcntimcnts. 

Not  being  a  Roman  Catholic,  I  hope  ]  fTiall  be 
excufed,  when  I  freely  declare,  that  1  much  quci- 
lion,  whether  the  minifiers  of  any  Proteftant  com- 
munion, in  a  moment  lb  terrible,  furrounded  with 
aflafhns,  and  without  a  tingle  friend,  would  have 
ihowii/urh  a  noble  intrepidity.  *'  They  have  loil 
*'  their  money,"  fald  the  profligate  IMirabeau,  on 
this  occaiion,  "  hut  they  have  Ja\'ed  their  honour '^y 

And, 


*  Dotflor  Prieftley  (Faft  Sermon  of  1794,  pa^e  46)  lays, 
♦'  When  I  was  myfeif  in  France,  in  1774,  I  law  lufticient  reafon 
*'  to  believe,  \\\ZX  hardly  any  pirfon  of  cminencf^  in  f^»rc*6  or  ftate, 
*'  and  efpecially  in  the  leaft  degree  eminent  in  philofofhy  or  lite- 
"  rature,  was  a  behever  in  Chrillianity  ;  and  no  pcrfr  r  vmIi  nip- 
*'  pofe  that  there  has  been  any  change  in  favour  ot  Chriftianity  -.n 
*'  the  lajl  fwaify yeany—Tht  Dodlor  will  allow,  I  lujipoie,  that 
bifliops  are  '^  perfons  of  eminence  in  the  church ;"  if  he  doer,  it 
will  appear  that  he  knew  but  very  little  ot  thole  of  the  Frencb 
church,  and  that  he  formed  a  very  rafh  opinion  (to  fay  the  befl  of 
it)  concerning  their  belief  in  Chriflianity  ;  for,  oi  one  hundred  a7id 
thirty-eight  bifliops,  only  four,  namely,  Talleyrand,  Brienne,  Ja- 
lante,  and  Gobet,  took  the  oath  of  apoftacy.  But,  he  will  fay,  I 
meant  "  thofe  fw/«ra/ in //v/^y^^/'V  and  literature."  Ah!  eminent 
in  philofophy  !  here  he  is  right.  No,  no  ;  net  one  of  the  philojo- 
phical  eti'vinei  hd\i:vcd  in  Chriflianity;  thty  looked  upon  Chrifl 
as  the  Unitarians  do  ;  that  is,  as  a  fort  of  "  teacher  :"  but,  to  the 
honour  of  the  French  bilhops,  there  were  but  four  of  thefe  philo- 
fophers  amongfl  them.  .As  to  the  other  hundred  and  thirty,  if  they 
jiave  not  given  a  proof  of  their  belief,  I  fliould  be  glad  to  know 
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And,  if  ibis  was  the  cafe,  what  liad  the  Aflembly 
done?  If,  to  pre/erz-e  //or/our,  it  was  neceiTary  to  rc- 
i'uCc  an  obedience  to  their  decrees,  what  ibrt  of  de- 
crees mull  thole  be  ? 

The  A:''.embly  weredilconcerted  by  this  firm  re- 
f) (lance  on  the  jxirt  ot  the  Clergy :  they  knew  the 
Clergy  in  general  would  never  take  the  oath,  but 
they  did  not  imagine  that  thofe  amongft  thernlclves 
would,  amidit  the  vociterations  of  their  cannibals, 
have  the  courage  to  give  fuch  a  politive  denial.  For 
a  moment  they  felt  abaihed  ;  but  they  were  gone 
too  far  to  think  of  retreating.  Tl^e  apoftate  Abbe 
Gregoire,  whom  we  have  lince  leen  amongft  the  or- 
ganizers of  a  Pagan  feftival,  waSj  on  this  occalion. 


from  the  Doiior,  what  proof  he  will  pleafe  to  be  fatisfied  with. — 
Their  refufal  to  take  the  oath  could  be  dictated  by  nothing  but 
their  belief  in  Chriftianity,  and  their  determination  not  to  difho- 
iionr  it.  Had  not  this  been  the  cafe,  they  would  have  taken  the 
oaths,  and  preferved  their  fortunes.  They  were  in  a  country 
■where  the  mob  do  nor,  like  thofe  of  Birmingham,  content  them- 
felves  with  the  execution  of  an  rfii;y  ;  they  execute  the  peifon. 
Yet  they  remained  at  their  poft :  they  did  not  decamp  in  dlfguife. 
Even  if  they  elcape  the  knives  of  the  cut-throats,  they  know  that 
poverty,  beggary,  a  lingering  exiftewce,  muft  be  the  price  of  their 
refufal.  They  could  not  hring  an  action  againjl  the  city  of  Paris  : 
no  r/rt/«<7n-f"j  are  granted  by  a  jury  in  that  country.  They  could 
not  preach  and  prate  againjl  the  Government  with  impunity  ;  they 
could  not  transfer  their  property,  and  emigrate  in  open  dry.  There  are 
fuch  things  as  national  guards,  niunicipalitics,  palfports,  halters, 
daggers,  knives,  drowning-boats,  and  the  rights  of  man,  in  France. 
We  have  finceleen  feveral  of  thele  bifliaps,  or  men  "  of  eminence 
*'  in  the  church,"  refute,  with  the  bloody  poniards  at  their 
breafrs,  lo  take  this  oath.  Would  they  have  done  this,  had  they 
b'.-:en  v;hat  Dojflor  Prieftley  has  reprefented  them  to  be  ? — Would 
they  have  done  this,  had  they  been  atheifts  or  deifts  ? — Nay, 
vould  they  have  done  this,  had  they  been  Unitarians  ? — If  we  are 
to  judge  from  the  conduit  of  the  Doc'tor,  they  would  not. — I  will 
jiot  take  upon  me  to  lay,  that  the  philofophical  political  divine 
meant  to  propagate  an  atrocious  calumny  by  this  fermon  of  his : 
I  fliould  only  ohferve,  that  the  fermon  was  preached  long  after  the 
French  bifliops  liad  given  thefe  undeniable  proofs  of  their  faith  at>d 
iinccrity. 

o  4  chofeu 
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cbofen  io  convince  the  Clergy,  (hat  the  oath  raight 
be  taken,  without  any  violation  of  their  faith. 
After  this,  in  order  to  deprive  the  Clergy  of  an  op- 
portunity of  defending  their  opinions  in  oppofition 
to  the  oath,  they  were  ordered  to  advance  and  take 
it  at  once.  This  decree  had  no  efFedl :  not  a  man 
advanced.  Now  the  matter  was  brought  to  a  point : 
the  decree  for  enforcing  the  oath  mufi:  be  repealed, 
or  the  Clergy  mufr  be  driven  from  their  livings,  and 
thofe  in  the  Ailembly  from  their  icats.  It  is  hardly 
necellary  to  lay  that  the  latter  was  adopted  :  one 
tyrannical  mealiire  is  the  natural  and  inevitable  con- 
lequence  of  another. 

A  decree  was  now  pafled  for  the  expulfion  of  all 
the  nonjuring  bifhops  and  prielts,  and  for  the 
choofing  of  others  in  their  flead.  From  this  day,  it 
may  be  laid,  there  was  no  fuch  thing  as  an  efta- 
bliflied  religion  in  France.  The  axe  had  long  been 
laid  to  the  root  of  the  tree  ;  it  was  ready  to  fall,  and 
this  ftroke  levelled  it  with  the  earth. 

Had  the  difpute  been  about  this  or  that  tenet ; 
had  the  oath  been  impoled  with  an  intention  of  ex- 
changing one  religion  for  another,  the  cafe  would 
have  been  different ;  the  expulfion  might  have 
taken  place  without  any  very  coniidcrable  injury  to 
the  morals  of  the  people.  But  the  tkuggle  was 
that  of  religion  againft  irrcligion,  that  of  Chrittia- 
iiity  againft  atheilm. 

It  was  (I  hope  it  is  fo  no  longer)  the  opinion  of 
Do61cr  Prieflley,  and  many  other  pKihfcphical  di- 
vines, that  any  change  ivhaiever  was  preferable  to  the 
continuation  of  the  Catholic  religion  in  France. 
There  is  a  paffage  in  Moore's  Journal,  which  con- 
tains fo  complete  an  an.fwer  to  every  thing  thefe 
gentlemen  have  advanced  on  this  fubjec^l,  that  I  am 
lurprifed,  confidcring  the  principles  of  the  Journa- 
bit,  and  his  companion  Laudeiidale,  that  it  ever 
found  a  place  in  that  volume. 

The 
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The  Do6lor,  being  in  Abbeville,  met  with  a  Pro- 
tefiant    clergyman,  whom  he  congratulated  on  the 
deliverance  ot  himl'cU  and  his    brethren    froin    the 
vexation    of  P.omifh  perlecution.     The   clergyman 
feemed  to  lament,  that  along  with  the  fpirit  of  pcr- 
fecution,  that  of  religion  daily  diminifhed.  *' Upon 
"   which,"  fays   the  DocVtor,   "  I  obferved,  that,  as 
*«  nothing  could  be  more  oppoiite  to  true  religion 
*^  than  a  Ipirit  of  perfecution,  the  former,  it  was  to 
''  be  hoped,  would  return  without  the  latter  ;  but, 
"  in  the  mean  time,  the  Proteitants  were  happy  in 
"  not  only  being  tolerated   in  the  exercile  of  theii* 
*'  religion,  but  alio   in   being   rendered   capable  of 
"  enjoying  every  privilege  and  advantage  which  the 
"  Catholics  themfelves  enjoy. 

"  We  are  not  allowed  thole  advantages,  refumed 
"  the  clergyman,  from  any  regard  they  bear  to  our 
religion,  but  from  a  total   indifference   to  their 
own. 

*'  Whatever  may  be  the  caufe,  replied  I,  the  cf- 
*'  fe6l  is  the  fame  v^-ith  regard  to  you. 

**  No,  laid  he,  the  effe6l  might  be  better,  not 
*'  only  with  relpeft  to  us,  but  to  all  France  :  for  the 
"  fpirit  of  perfecution  might  have  difippcared, 
*'  without  an  indifference  for  all  religion  coming  in 
"  its  place  :  and  in  that  cafe  there  would  have  been 
more  probability  of  the  true  religion  gaining 
ground  ;  for  it  is  ealier  to  draw  men  from  an  er- 
"  roneous  doctrine  to  a  true  one,  than  to  imprefs 
"  the  truths  of  religion  on  minds  which  defpife  all 
**  religion  whatever. 

"  But  though  you  may  not  be  able  to  make  con- 
<'  verts  of  them,  I  replied,  flill  you  may  live  happy 
"  among  them,  in  the  quiet  poifeflion  of  your  own 
**  religion,  and  all  your  other  advantages. 

*'  I  doubt  it  much,  refumed  he  ;  being  perfuaded 
*'  that,  in  a  country  where  religious  fentiments  are 
•*  effaced  from  the  minds  of  the  bulk  of  the  people,      y 

"  crime^j 
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"  crimes  of  tlie  dccpeft  guilt  will  prevail  in  fj.ite  of 
^'  all  llie  rcftraints  of  law." 

How  fully,  alas!  bas  the  opinion  of  this  good 
clergyman  been  confirmed !  Here  we  fee  a  man 
living  upon  ihefpot,  a  Frenchman  and  a  Protefiant, 
lamenting  the  decay  of  the  Catholic  religion,' and 
trembling  for  the  confe(|uences.  This  man  plainly 
perceived  the  drift  of  the  philofophical  legiilators  : 
he  faw  that  the  deft  met  ion  of  all  religion  was  their 

CD 

objev51,  while  they  pretended  to  be  correcting  its 
abufes.  Verv  fir  was  he  from  lavinc  with  our 
zealous  reformers,  "  that  any  change  was  preferable 
*'  to  the  continuation  of  popery  •"  and  yet,  i  think, 
we  ought  to  allow  him  to  be  as  niu/^  iutereftoi  ir^ 
a  change,  and  as  <T:ood  a  judge  of  its  cr-iveniencies 
and  inconveiiiencies,  as  pertbns  on  this  fide  il^e  lea  j 
except,  indeed,  that  he  might  not  be  eulighieutj  by 
the  rays  of  modern  philofophy  *. 

From  this  digrelfion  we   nmft  rjturn  to  the  ex- 


^'  Some  of  the  French  Proteftants,  however,  differed  widely 
from  this  good  man.  The  Cnlvinifts  of  Nimcs  began  matfacreing 
the  Catholics  lit  an  early  period  of  the  rcvoiiition,  under  the  pre- 
text that  they  were  anjiocrats.  About  lix'  hundred  perfon?,  of 
both  'txes  and  of  all  ages,  were  butchered  in  their  houfes,  in  the 
fireets  and  pubiir  fquares,  before  they  could  even  fufptft  their 
danger.  Thefe  monftcrs  aUacked  the  convent  of  the  Capvichins, 
forced  it  open,  an,!  purlued  tli..  '.cnerable  fathers  out  of  their  dor- 
mitories and  cells.  Five  of  them  were  left  weltering  in  tkeir 
blood  at  the  aUai*s  foot.  0;ie  of  thefe,  a  very  old  man,  craved 
five  minutes  while  he  comr'^tte^l  his  foul  to  God.  The  cool  and 
deliberate  villains  grant'U  his  requeft.  The  intended  butcher  held 
a  piftol  in  one  hand,  a^J  a  watch  in  the  other,  and  when  the  five 
:Tiinutes  were  expired,  ihot  him  through  the  head. — See  Hiji.  of 
ibt  French  Clergy,  page  71,  French  edition. 

This  faft  fnliy  proves  that  Proteftants  can  be  as  cruel  as  Ca- 
tholics. Let  us  not,  then,  imagine  that  wc  are  fecure  from  events 
of  this  kind,  merely  becaufe  the  Catholic  religion  is  not  eftabiiflied 
here.  It  was  not  a  zeal  for  the  Calviniftical  religion  that  Jed 
the  Proteftants  of  !vimes  to  commit  thefe  at'ts  of  barbarity  :  their 
knives  were  poinctu,  not  agaiufi  Catholics,  as  fuch^  but  as  arifo-, 
fratSf 
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pulfcd  Clergy.  The  parifli  prictis  generally  followed 
the  example  of  their  bifhops  in  refufin;;"  to  take  their 
oath.     Others  were,  of  conrfe,  appointed  to  replace 
them.     Talleyrand  Fer'igord-,    whom   we   have  feeri 
propoling   tlie   affumption   of  the   Church    cftates, 
was  now   become  a  fort  of  Pope  to   the   modern 
Church,    and    was   bulily   employed   laying   luiholy  ^ 
hands    on   the   heads  of  the   new   bilhops.      Gohet^ 
one  of  the  four  bifhops   who  had  forfworn  Jhem-s. 
felves,  was  rew^^rded  for  his  apofiacy  by  the  bilhopr 
ric  of  Paris.     Vagabond  philofophical  abbes,  wlio 
had  never  been  able  to  obtain  admittance  into  tliQ 
pricrihood    under  the  old  government,    were   no\f 
not  only  accepted,  but  fought  atler.  To  thefe  were 
added  the  fecular  prlefts  and  monks  whp  had  apol- 
tatized.     Even  the  wretches  who  had  been  expulfed 
from  their  cures,  or  orders,  for  irregular  or  criminal 
condu(5t,  were  now  called  in  from  Germany  and  the 
Low  Countries.     What  a  light  mufi  it  be,  to  thole 
who  yet  preferved  ibme  refpect  for  their  religion  and 
their  country,  to  fee  thele  ItroUers,  with  their  ftrum- 
pets  at  their  heels,  returning  to  take  on  them  the 
care  of  the  morals  and  fouls  of  a  numerous  people  ! 
After  all,   the  number  of  apoltates  was  infuliicient : 
a  great  many  parifhes  remained  without  any  prieft 
at  all. 

The  infialment  of  the  new  prieRs  was  commonly, 
not  to  fay  always,  attended  with  tunmlt  and  vio« 
lence.  Many  of  their  predecefTors  were  knocked 
down,  jflabbed,  or  fliot,  at  their  church  doors,  the 
day,  or  day  after,  they  had  refufed  to  conform. 
The  pried  of  the  village  of  Spet-Saux,  while  he  was 
explaining  to  his  parilhioners  his  reafons  for  refufing 
to  take  the  oath,  received  a  mufkct-ball  in  his 
breaft,  and  tumbled  dead  from  the  pulpit  into  the 
aifle. 

Wlierc  there  was  no  refinance  but  on  the  part  of 
^he  priefl,  an  aflaffination  put  an  end  to  the  llrug- 

gle; 
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glc :  but,  in  lomc  places,  the  rcfiflaiice  was  more 
general.  The  parifhioners  were  divided  ;  one  part 
the  champions  of  (he  apoilate,  and  the  oth^cr  ihofc 
ot"  the  old  priefl.  Ciuirch-time  was  the  mom.ent 
i'oT  deciding  thefe  difpntes,  and  the  churchyard  the 
field  of  action,  l^'hele  afirays  were  often  bloody; 
victory  fometimcs  leaned  to  the  fide  of  jufiice;  bnt, 
3S  the  apollate  appeared  in  perfon  at  the  head  of 
liis  troops,  as  he  had  the  young  people  generally  on 
his  fide,  and  always  the  mob  and  municipal  officers, 
with  their  national  guards,  he  feldom  failed  to  keep 
thf"  field.  Some  of  thefe  wretches  have  been  (cen 
conducted  to  the  altar  to  the.  found  of  drums  and 
trumpets,  at  the  very  moment  when  their  partifans 
were  murdering;  on  the  outfide  of  the  church. 

The  expelling  of  the  parochial  Clergy  tried  the 
real  fentiments  of  the  body  of  the  French  people 
more  than  any  one  a(5l  of  their  tyrants  ever  did,  be- 
fore or  fmce.  Generally  fpeaking,  the  trial  was 
honourable  to  them  ;  for,  if  v»^e  except  Paris,  and 
fome  other  places  immediately  under  the  influence 
of  the  revolutionary  clubs,  they  wiflied  to  retain 
their  ancient  pallors,  and  did  not  fcruple  to  declare 
that  with,  notwithftanding  the  vociferations  of 
hundreds  of  mob  in  the  pay  of  the  AfiTembly ;  not- 
withtianding  all  thofe  petty  alfemblies  of  fubalterii 
tyrants,  called  municipal  officers,  who  came  to 
order  them  to  receive  an  apollate  in  the  name  of  the 
iaiv  ;  notwithllanding  thouiands  of  fpies  and  affaf- 
lins,  ever  ready  to  betray  and  murder  them ;  in 
fpiteof  all  thefe,  Vv'hole  parilhes  flocked  round  their 
priefls,  prcfled  them  to  continue,  followed  them  to 
the  fields,  and  left  the  apoflates  to  fay  mafs  to  the 
bare  walls.  Many  of  the  latter,  though  they  con- 
tinued to  receive  the  revolutionary  falary  for  up- 
wards of  two  years,  never  could  boaft  of  above  three 
or  four  voluntary  hearers. 

Wherever  this  obfiinate  attachment  to  religioa 

appeared. 


FEBRUARY,  1796.  v.o^ 

Tippcarecl,  the  AfTenibly  knew  how  to  make  the  rc- 
frat'^ory  feel  their  authority.  True  tyra'.its,  tlicy 
fiiffercd  no  one  to  thwart  tlicir  will  with  impunity. 
Property,  honour,  confcicnce,  all  mufl  yield  to  their 
iultanic  decrees ! 

Condorcet,  the  atheift  Cordorcrt,  propoi^^d  fla- 
gellation;  and  this  was  pretty  comaionly  inflicted 
on  the  women  and  children  who  afhlled  at  tlie 
njaffes  of  the  nonjuring  Clergy.  Tlie  Abbe  Barrnel 
(page  79  of  the  French  edition)  tells  us,  that  three 
fifters  of  one  of  the  charity-houfes  at  Paris  exnired 
under  the  rods  of  the  aflaflins.  Ungrateful  mon- 
llers  !  Tiie  lives  of  thefe  women  had  been  totally  de- 
voted to  the  fervlce  of  the  lick,  the  lame,  and  the 
blind.  By  their  vow  they  were  excluded  from  the 
pleafures  of  the  world,  without  being  excluded  from 
its  pains.  They  had  made  a  voluntary  lurrendcr  of 
all  they  poffefTedj  had  affumed  the  garb,  and  fub- 
mitted  to  the  aufterities  of  the  n)or.aflic  life,  in 
order  to  devote  themfelves  to  the  mournful  occupa- 
tion of  attending  on  the  poor  who  laboured  under 
infirmities.  It  was  faid,  they  did  this  to  fecurcthera- 
(*3lvcs  a  place  in  heaven;  and  moft  certainly  thev 
took  tlic  fureft  way.  I  feel  a  reluctance  to  call  fuch 
people  fuperflitious  ;  for,  if  they  were  fo,  their  ill- 
perftition  was  of  a  mofl  amiable  kind,  and  furely 
nothing  fliort  of  the  principles  of  this  hcllilh  revo- 
lution could  have  hardened  the  hearts  of  men  to 
fcourge  them  to  death,  and  that  merely  becaufethey 
would  not  dilgrace  themlelves  by  receiving  the  fa- 
-crament  from  the  contaminated  hand'^  of  an  apofiate. 

It  w^ere  endlcfs  to  enumerate  all  the  ditferent 
forts  of  perfecution  exercilcd  again  It  thole  who  re- 
mained attached  to  their  religion.  Ivittlc  children 
were  beaten  half  to  death  ;  the  hair  and  ears  of  wo- 
men were  cut  off;  they  were  mounted  on  affes, 
and  led  about  in  the  mofi:  unfecmlv  and  fliocking 
guife.  The  inftance  of  John  Cantabel  deferves  par- 
tic  uLir 
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ticular  notice.  Caniabcl  was  an  lioneil:  peafan^^ 
finccrely  attached  to  the  religion  of  his  fathers.  He 
happened  to  have  a  little  catechifm  which  had  been 
publiflied  by  the  nonjurin^  Clergy  ;  it  was  found  in 
his  houfe  ;  and  this  was  a  Ihfficient  crime.  A  com- 
mittee of  municipal  officers  ordered  the  catechilm  to 
be  burnt;  a  great  fire  was  made;  Cantabel  was 
brought  forth,  and  commanded  to  throw  the  book 
into  it.  "  No,"  lays  the  heroic  pealant,  "  it  con- 
"  tains  the  principles  of  my  religion ;  it  has  been 
*'  my  guide  and  my  comfort^  and  it  now  gives  me 
*'  the  courage  to  tell  you,  that  I  will  never  commit 
"  it  to  the  liames."  Upon  this  he  was  threatened, 
but  fiill  he  remained  reibkite.  One  of  the  ruffians 
feized  a  finm.ing  torch,  and  held  it  under  his  hand. 
Burn  on,"  laid  he ;  "  you  may  burn  not  only  my 
hand,  but  my  whole  body,  before  I  will  do  any 
*'  thing  to  dilhionour  my  religion."  He  v/as  after- 
wards mounted  on  a  horic,  his  back  to  the  head, 
and  the  tail  in  his  hand,  and  was  thus  conducted 
about  amidft  the  fhouts  of  the  rabble.  The  vile 
wretches,  when  tired  with  their  fport,  fuffered  him 
to  creep  home  more  dead  than  alive.  This  is  the 
Viherty  of  confcience  in  the  "  Age  of  Rcafoii  f  This  is 
the  tohration  wc  might  expe6l  from  alheifis,  from 
thole  intidcl  philofophers  who  are  continually  ex- 
claiming againft  the  prejudices  of  their  forefathers, 
and  againft  the  fad  effects  of  bigotry  and  religious 
zeal.  Iw  the  cant  of  thefe  mVightened  reformers, 
this  peafant  was  ?i  fanatic,  an  ar'iftocrat,  a  rebel  to  the 
law,  and,  as  fuch,  they  will  tell  you  that  he  was 
worthy  of  death. 

Not  with  (landing  the  partial  oppolition  the  apo5^ 
tales  met  v^ilh,  and  the  horror  tiicir  conduct,  as 
well  as  their  miniihy,  excited  in  all  good  minds, 
they,  at  laft,  found  themfclves  in  polleffion  of  the 
churches,  to  the  exelufion  of  the  ancient  priefts. 
Such  of  thefe  latter  as  had  efcaped  death  were  now 
I  bereft 
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hcvdt  of  all  menus  of  lubfiticncc;  they  were  there- 
fore obliged  to  become  a  charge  to  their  faithful  pa- 
rifhloners.  Had  there  been  any  fuch' things  as  to- 
leration and  liberty  under  the  Conftitucnt  AHerably, 
thcfe  unfortunate  men  might  ftill  have  found  a  re- 
treat amougft  tlieir  wealthy  neighbours,  that  would 
have  left  them  no  reafon  to  regret  the  lofs  of  their 
lalaries.  But  the  greater  part  of  their  wealthy 
neighbours  were  already  reduced  to  their  own  fitua- 
tion,  and  thofe  who  were  not,  knew  that  the  recep- 
tion of  a  nonjuring  prielt  would  amount  to  a  proof 
of  anjlocracy,  lufficient  to  lead  them  to  the  guillo- 
tine. The  expulfed  priefis  were  then  obliged  io 
take  flielter  in  ibmc  obfcure  and  miferable  cabin  ; 
and  often  was  the  torture  fo  great,  that,  like  perfons 
infected  with  the  plague,  no  one  would  admit  them 
beneath  his  roof. 

From  fuch  a  Itate  of  mifery  and  humiliation  fomc 
fled  in  difguile  to  the  countries  iurrounding  Prance; 
fome  to  recefles  in  the  forefr,  whither  the  peafants 
of  the  neighbourhood  brought  them  the  means  of 
exigence.  Numbers,  however,  llill  remained  in 
their  towns  and  villages.  Seeing  the  whole  country 
fwarming  with  affallins,  they  thought,  perhaps, 
they  might  as  well  wait  the  flab  in  their  own 
parillies  as  feek  it  at  a  diflancc.  Many,  too, 
from  age  and  infirmity,  were  abfolutely  incapable 
of  travelling ;  and,  betides,  the  fmall  remainder  of 
a  life  fo  full  of  bitternefs,  could  not,  with  fuch 
men,  be  an  object  of  fufficient  importance  to  induce 
them  to  abandon  thofe  of  their  parilhioners  who 
Itill  foucht  their  advice  and  confolation.  Some  were 
retained  by  their  aii'eclion  to  their  relations  or  their 
parents;  it  is  fo  hard  to  break  the  bands  of  nature, 
to  tear  one's  felffrom  all  one  holds  dear,  that  the 
rifle  of  death,  in  competition  with  fuch  a  fcparation, 
lolls  half  its  terrors. 

The  ancient  priefls  who  remained  in  their  pariflies, 

or 
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or  near  them,  thoua'h  often  obliged  to  iecrete  them- 
lelve?,  and  tliongh,  to  appearance,  generally  fhnnncd, 
were  retorted  to  by  great  numbers,  particularly  o( 
the  elderly  people.  I  have  already  obferved,  that 
among  the  youth  there  was  a  pretty  general  bias  to- 
ward the  apoilatcs.  Hence  enfued  fueh  fcenes  of 
divifion  and  perfecution  as  no  country  on  earth, 
except  France?,  ever  witnefTed.  Friends  were  di- 
vided againft  friends;  one  branch  of  a  family  againft 
another.  It  often  happened  that  the  parents  treated 
their  children  as  apoltates,  and  the  children  their 
parents  as  ariftocrats  ;  quarrels  and  bloodfhed  were 
as  often  the  confequences.  We  have  feen  (page  93 
of  this  volume)  a  ton  cut  off  the  heads  of  his  father 
and  mother,  becanfe  they  refufed  to  attend  to  the 
mafs  of  an  apottate,  carry  the  heads  to  his  club,  and 
.receive  applaufes  for  the  deed.  A6ts  like  thefe  were 
not  frequent ;  but  others,  very  near  approacliing  it, 
were  not  only  frecjuent  but  general.  Sons,  and 
even  daughters,  have  been  known  to  beat  and  la- 
cerate their  parents  in  the  moft  cruel  manner. 
Hundreds  of  both  fexes  have  been  led  to  prifon, 
and  publicly  acculbd  by  their  children.  A  man  at 
Faulconberg,  in  Artois,  blew  his  wife's  brains  out 
with  his  mulket,  and  left  her  wallowing  in  her  blood 
on  thchcartli  with  Icven  irnall  children  crying  round 
her  ! 

Can  any  man,  with  the  common  feelings  of  hu- 
manity about  his  heart,  contemplate  fuch  fcenes  of 
horror  without  execrating  the  revolution  that  gave 
rife  to  them  *  ? 

The 


*  Many  writers  (and  among  others  Tliomas  Paine)  have  re- 
marked, ihat  the  French  pjicl  gtcat  refpcil:,  even  a  fort  of  adoia- 
tion,  to  old  people  :  if  this  vvnb  the  cafe,  which  I  am  by  no  means 
inclined  to  deny,  or  doubt,  what  fort  of  a  revolution  muft  that  be 
which  has  changed  this  reiped  and  veneration,  fo  juftly  due  to  old 
age,  into  fcora'  and  coutanpt,   into  a  mercilefs  brutality,   nay, 

into 
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The  apoftate  pricfls  failed  not  to  fan  the  flames  of 
difcord  and  divifion.  To  ingratiate  thcmfelves  with 
the  young  and  ignorant,  they  mixed  in  all  their 
amufements  and  debauches,  treated  them  at  their 
own  houfe?,  and  inllituted  civic  feftivals  for  the 
mob,  with  whom  they  were  continually  furrounded. 
Their  maffbs  were  fung  aaiidil  the  lliouts  of  robbers 
and  murderers,  and  often  interrupted  by  the  arrival 
of  Ibme  innocent  conlcientious  perfon,  dragged  in 
to  ajlitl:  at  what  he  looked  upon  as  a  profaisation. 
Their  churches  refembled  guard-houfes,  rather  than 
places  of  divine  worfhlp.  In  proportion  as  they 
perceived  thcmfelves  negle6tcd  and  defpifed,  their 
wrath  againfi:  their  unlliaken  predcceflbrs  increafed. 
Vexed  and  humiliated  to  find  that  all  therefpedlable 
part  of  their  parilliioners  took  as  much  pains  to  avoid 
them  as  to  feek  a  communication  with  their  old 
paftors,  the  whole  weight  of  their  vengeance  fell  on 
thcfe  latten  In  their  exiitence  itielf  they  faw  a  me- 
mciito  of  their  own  infamy.  There  is  not  a  fpecies 
of  cruelty  that  the  mofi:  obdurate  can  devife  which 
they  left  uneffayed.  They  hunted  them  from  their 
retreats,  from  the  houfes  of  their  friends  and  rela- 
tions, from  the  woods  and  caverns  even,  to  expofe 
them  to  infolt  and  murder.  The  infirnaties  of  age, 
the  tears  of  parents,  nothing  could  Ibften  the  hearts 
of  thefe  apoltate  wretches.  We  have  feen  enough 
of  the  fufferings  of  the  old  Clergy  in  the  firfi:  chapter 


into  parricide.  Solon  made  no  law  to  punidi  facrilege  or  parricide  ; 
becaufe,  he  obferved,  "  the  firft  was  as  yet  unknown  in  Athens, 
•'  and  the  fecond  was  fo  directly  agai.itl;  all  the  reelings  of  nature, 
"  that  Ik  did  not  believe  it  could  ever  be  committed." — Poor 
Solon  did  not  live  in  the  *'  enlightened  eighteenth  century,"  or 
he  Would  never  have  talked  in  this  way.  Jf  he  could  but  rife 
from  the  grave,  and  liften  to  our  philofophers,  they  would  not 
only  convince  him  that  fiich  acflions  are  polfible,  but  they  would 
tell  him  they  were  indilpenfably  neceflary  to  the  e.llabliflnnent  of  a 
free  republican  government.  Had  Solon  been  at  Paris  lince  the 
revolution,  hQ^v>'ould  have  been  guillotined  for  a  rank  aAftpcrat. 
VOL,   111.  P  of 
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of  this  work;  but  there  is  yet  one  Inftance  which  1 
mull   q  lote  :  "  I   was    at  Trois   Rivieres   (fays   Lc 
Voyageur  de  la  Revolution),  a  little  village   in 
Picardy  :  I  law    levcral   women   running  by  the 
inn  where  I  bad  put  up ;   they  all  teemed  much 
*'  alarmed.     I  aiked    the   landlord   what    was  the 
"  matter :  he  told  me  that  the  revolutionary  prieft, 
*^  provoked  to  rind  that  none  of  the  village  attended 
"  at  his  mafs,  had  been  that  morning  to  Ville  d'Eu 
*'  for  a  party   of   national  guards,  to  aid   him  in 
"  driving   the  former  priell  from  a   little  cottage 
"  where   he   and    his   mother   had  taken   fhelter. 
"  The  man  gave  me  a  moll  afFeding  account  of 
''this  good  prieft,  who  was  upwards  of  fourfcore 
*'  years  of  age,  and  who  had  been  the  re6lor  of  that 
*'  place  for  more  than  rifty  years.     On  the  day  he 
"  was  to   deliver  his   cure  into  the  hands   of  the 
"  apoftate,  he  fummoned  his   little  flock  to  meet 
*'  him  in  the  church  for  the  lafl  time.     Not  a  foul 
*'  was  ablent,  old  or  young.     The  women  carried 
their  infants  in  their  arms  ;   and  two  old  people, 
not  able  to  walk,  were  carried  on  couches.     My 
children^  fays   the  old  man,   1  have  prejfed your 
tender  hands  on  the  haftlfmal  font :   I  have  Jung  the 
requiem  for  the  folds  of  your  fathers  :  I  mufi  nozv 
bid  you  an  eternal  farewell,  deprived  of  the  confola- 
*'  tion  of  leaving  my  afhes  amongji  you^ — Here   he 
"  ceafed  ;  tears  flified  his  voice;  the  fobs  and  cries 
**  of  his  audience  rendered  the  Icene  too  much  for 
him.  While  the  landlord  was  fpeaking,  we  heard 
a  difcharge  of  mulkets,  and  a  loud  fhriek  of  wo- 
men.    We  ran  to  the  fpot.     The  peafants  of  the 
village,   about   forty  in   number,    had  alTembled 
"  round    the   cottage   with  clubs   to    defend  their 
"'  paiior ;    but,  the  enemy  having  fire-arms,  they 
had  been  obliged  to   give  way,   leaving  two  of 
tlieir  companions  dead,  and  leveral  wounded.     I 
now  beheld  a  right  fufficient  to  melt  the  heart  of 

'*  a  tiger. 
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«  a  tiger.      Two  ruffians  of  the  national   guard 

"  were  dragging  out  this  venerahle  old  man  by  the 

"  hair  of  his  head,  by  thofe  locks  as  white  as  fnow. 

"  He  had  received   a  wound    in    his  cheek,  from 

"  which  the  blood  ran  down  on  his  garments. — In 

"  this  tituation  was  he   led  off,  bclre  headed   and 

bare-footed,  towards  Pllk  cfEn,  while   his  poor 

old  parent,  who  had  been  many  years  blind  and 

dumb,  remained  on  her  bed,  happily  inlenfible 

of  the  forrows  of  her  Ton.     As  the  villains  pulled 

him  along,  all  the  words  he  was  heard  to  utter, 

were,    '  My  mother  !  Oh  !  my  mother  !' — The 

'*  women  and  children  of  the  village  followed  the 

'*  efcort  with  cries  and   lamentations,    till   the   fa- 

"  vages  drove  them   back  with  the  points  of  their 

"  bayonets.'* 

Nor  were  thofe  of  the  laity  fpared,  who  reforted 
to  the  old  Clerjiy  for  the  excrciie  of  the  rites  which 
they  looked  upon  as  eHential.  A  new-married  cou- 
ple having  refufed  to  liave  the  ceremony  performed 
by  one  of  the  apoftates,  a  party  of  his  myrmidons 
broke  in  among  them  on  the  wedding- night.  The 
hufband  made  his  etcape  :  the  wife,  in  a  fwoon, 
became  the  prey  of  the  party.  They  gratified  their 
brutal  paffion,  without  gratifying  their  ferocity. 
They  tore  off  her  breaits,  as  a  tiger  might  have 
done  with  his  claws,  and  threw  thcra  on  the  floor. 
They  then  left  her  to  wait  till  death  relieved  her 
from  her  horrible  iituation*. 


*  See  Hifiory  of  the  French  Clergy,  page  138. — I  cannot  help  re- 
marking here,  that  it  is  lomething  wonderful  this  Hiftory  is  not 
more  known  in  America.  It  is  a  proof,  among  hundreds,  how 
locked  up  we  have  been  to  every  thing  that  might  lead  us  to  a 
jufl  eftimation  of  the  French  revolution.  It  is  true,  the  greater 
part  of  the  nevvfpapers  have  fet  their  faces  again  ft  truth;  but 
iurely,  were  the  prefles  free,  we  ought  not  to  fufFer  ourfelves  to 
be  kept  in  the  dark  by  people,  who  are,  probably,  paid  for  fo 
doing. 

P  2  I  fliould 
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I  fhould  have  fcrnpled  infcrting  a  {n6i  like  this, 
though  taken  iVom  lb  relpccSlablc  a  work,  if  the 
former  part  of  this  volume  did  not  contaiil  others, 
if  poflible,  furpafling  it  ;  I  fay,  if  poflible  ;  for  I 
declare  I  know  not  which  is  mofl:  fhocking,  the 
tearing  off  a  woman's  breafts,  or  the  ripping  a  child 
from  her  womb,  and  llicking  it  on  the  point  of  a 
bayonet.  Indeed,  the  greater  part  of  the  fadls  re- 
lated here,  are  lb  much  more  fliocking  and  terrific 
than  any  thing  we  have  ever  before  had  an  idea  of, 
that  common  murders  appear  as  trifling. 

By  means  like  thefe,  the  old  Clergy  and  their  ad- 
herents were  extirpated,  and  religion  along  with 
them.  The  bulincfs  of  the  new  Clergy  (if  the 
wretches  deferve  the  name)  was  not  to  eftablifh  one 
church  on  the  ruins  of  another:  it  would  be  as 
prepofleroLis  as  to  fuppofe  that  an  alfeaibly  of 
atheiftsand  deifts  had  any  fuch  intention,  as  to 
^fuppofe  tliat  a  horde  of  apofiates  were  calculated 
for  the  work.  Thefc  latter  were,  in  fatl,  fo  many 
miffionaries  of  blatphrmy  and  murder^  lent  into  tbei 
provinces  purpofelv  to  deftroy  the  ancient  prieft- 
hood.  The  Aflcmbly  forefinv,  that  when  that  was 
done,  their  nev/  pricfts  would  at  any  time  become 
the  apoftles  of  iniidelity. 

It  mufi  be  conlidcred,  that  thefe  IcgiHators  did 
not  want  for  cunning  :  an  elegant  writer  has  lately 
called  them  **  architects  of  ruin;"  and,  indeed, 
they  poflejlcd  the  art  of  dellroying  in  its  utmoft 
perfe6tion.  Their  calculations  with  refpert  to  their 
new  prielts  were  extremely  juft ;  they  came  out  to 
an  unit.  When  they  had  annihilated  their  prede- 
ceflbvs,  thev  were  not  only  ready  to  lecond  tlje  de- 
crees for  the>  abolition  of  Chriilianity  altogether; 
they  were  not  only  iuftrumental  therein,  but  they 
had  led  the  »ay.  Several  began  to  teach  the  reli- 
gion of  Reajon  in  tlie  Jacobin  clubs,  of  wiiich  they 
were  all  members,  and  even  in   the  pulpit.     The 

garl> 
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:garb  of  a  pricft  itfclf  became  a  burden  to  them, 
and  they  humbly  aiT<.ed  leave  to  quit  it  for  the  more 
honoura!)lc  one  of  the  national  guard.  Tlie  apodate 
Bifhop  of  Moulin,  who  had  been  confecrated  by  the 
unhallowed  hands  of  Tcilltyrand,  wrote  to  the  Con- 
vention, that  lie  officiated  with  a  pike  and  liberty 
cap,  inftead  of  the  crotier  and  the  mitre.  It  was  this 
vile  wretch  who  firll  canted  to  be  written  on  the 
gate  of  the  burying-ground,  ''  This  is  the  ■place  of 
**  everlafihig  fleepT 

Three  weeks  after  this  communication  of  the 
Bifliop  of  Moulin,  Gohet^  the  new  BilTiop  of  Pa- 
ris, with  his  grand  vicars  and  three  other  revolu- 
tionary bilhops,  came  to  the  hall  of  the  legiflators, 
and  there  abdicated  Chriftianity  in  form.  They 
begged  pardon  of  the  injured  nation  for  having  fo 
long  kept  them  in  the  dark,  by  duping  them  into 
a  belief  of  the  divinity  of  an  impo/ior,  whofe  reli- 
gion they  now  threw  otf  with  abhorrence,  refolved 
in  future  to  acknowledge  no  other  deity  than  Rea- 
Jon  alone ! 

It  was  not  more  than  four  days  after  this,  that  a 
Pagan  feftival  was  held  in  the  cathedral  church  of 
Paris.  A  woman  named  Momoro,  the  wife  of  an- 
other man,  but  the  ftrumpct  of  the  vile  Hcbert, 
alias  Father  Du  Chene,  was  dreffed  up  as  the  God- 
d^s  of  Reafo?i.  Her  throne  was  of  green  turf;  an 
altar  was  ereded  at  fome  diflance,  on  which  the 
priefts  burnt  incenfe,  while  the  legiflators  and  the 
brutified  Parilian  herd  were  proflrated  before  the 
throne  of  the  go.ddefs  Reafon,  alias  Momoro,  alias. 
Pn  Chene. 

About  this  epoch  appeared  the  Paganifh  repub- 
lican Calendar,  with  a  decree  ordering  its  adoption. 
This  was  intended  to  root  from  the  poor  tyrannized 
people  the  very  memory  of  religion  ;  to  dry  up  the 
only  fource  of  comfort  they  had  left.  They  had 
V)Qeu  robbed  of  all  they  polTeffed  in  tliis  world,  and 

p  3  their 
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their  inexorable  tyrants  wiiTied  to  rob  them  of  every 
hope  in  the  next.  Some  f  ly  that  this  Calendar  it- 
felf  was  compoled  by  an  apoltate  prieit  ;  others, 
that  it  was  the  work  of  the  writer  of  farces,  named 
Des  MouHns.  Whoever  may  be  the  author,  we 
know  who  has  the  honour  of  reprinting  it,  and  re- 
taihncr  it  in  this  country. 

It  is  true,  the  laft-mentioned  acts,  the  confumma- 
tion  of  the  moft  horrid  blarphemy  that  ever  man 
was  wit  nets  of,  took  place  under  the  Convention  ; 
but  what  were  they  more  than  a  rjecelTary  confc- 
quence  of  the-  meafures  of  the  Confiitnent  Affem- 
bly  }  Nay,  the  leaders  in  that  AtTembly  boafled, 
vhen  they  had  obtained  the  decree  againft  the  non- 
juring  priefts,  that  they  had  tricked  the  people  out 
of  their  religion,  before  they  perceived  it.  Nor  is 
there  at  this  time  one  of  thofe  who  voted  for  that 
decree,  who  will  not  tell  you,  that  Chriitianity  is  a 
farce,  fit  only  for  the  amufcmcnt  of  old  folks,  and 
that  he  rejoices  in  its  abolition  in  France.  This  is 
not  mere  furmifc. 

Indeed,  that  their  fucceflbrs  have  only  fulfilled 
their  wifhes,  in  this  refpe6t,  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
if  any  judgment  of  the  wifnes  of  men  is  to  be 
formed  from  their  principles,  their  words,  and  their 
alliens.  Who,  I  afk,  that  wifhed  to  preferve  re- 
ligion, would  have  pafied  a  decree  for  the  expulfion 
of  every  priefi:  that  refufed  to  forfwear  himfelf? 
Who,  that  did  not  wifh  to  deftroy  rehgion,  would 
have  pafTed  a  decree  for  committing  it  to  the  care 
of  apottates  }  Was  it  not  clear  that  fuch  men  would 
ftick  at  nothing  ?  that,  at  the  nod  of  their  maf- 
ters,  they  would  at  anv  time  be  ready  to  blafpheme 
the  God  they  pretended  to  adore  ?  On  the  contrary, 
the  Affeirbly  knew  that  there  was  no  hope  of  their 
fyitem  taking  root,  v^'hile  the  ancient  Clergy  re- 
mained in  their  cures.  Among  men,  who  gave  up 
their  all,  and  expofed  themfelves  to  almoft  certain 
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death,  rather  than  falfify  their  faith,  they  could  not 
hope  to  find  a  Gobet.  They  could  not  hope  to  find 
fupple  villains  that  would  voluntarily  depofe  the 
emblems  of  their  religion  on  the  altar  of  a  ftrum- 
pct,  and  confcfs  theml'elves  to  have  been  the  crafty 
minifters  of  an  arch  impojior. 

The  oath  tendered  to  the  Clergy  was  the  touch- 
fione;  it  was  to  prove  them  ;  to  know  whom  the 
Alfembly  could  depend  on  for  the  accomplifhment 
of  their  projecls,  and  whom  they  could  not  depend 
on.  The  enforcing  of  the  oath  was  the  laft  blow 
•  to  public  religion  in  France  ;  and  therefore  the  dc- 
ftruclion  of  that  religion,  with  all  its  immoral  and 
murderous  confequences,  is  due  to  the  Conltitucnt 
Aflembly,  and  to  them  alone.  It  is  as  Ronlenfical 
as  unjult  to  accufe  this  or  that  faction,  or  even  the 
Convention  itfelf,  of  exchanging  Chrifiianity  for  a 
fyltem  of  Paganitm ;  infidels  who  adore  an  idol  are 
as  good  as  infidels  who  adore  none  ;  and  where  is 
the  difference,  whether  the  adored  idol  be  Jean 
Jacques  Rouifeau,  or  Madame  Momoro  ?  An  adul- 
trefs  is  as  good  a  goddets  as  an  adulterer  a  god, 
at  any  time. 

Let  the  reader  now  look  back,  and  he  will  eafily 
trace  all  the  horrors  of  the  French  revolution  to 
the  decrees  of  the  Confiituent  AfTembly.  It  was 
they  that  rent  the  Government  to  pieces;  it  was 
they  that  firlt  broached  the  deflrudlive  dodrine  or 
equality  ;  it  was  they  that  dcftroyed  all  ideas  of 
private  property  ;  and  finally,  it  was  they  that  ren- 
dered the  people  hardened,  by  effacing  from  their 
minds  every  principle  of  the  only  religion  capable  >/ 
of  keeping  mankind  within  the  bounds  of  juftice 
and  humanity.  Look  alio  at  their  particular  adlions, 
and  you  will  lee  them  breaking  their  oaths  to  their 
confiituents  and  to  their  King;  you  will  fee  their 
agents  driving  people  from  their  eftates,  beating 
iind  killing  them;    you  will  lee  them  furrounded 
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with  a  fet  of  hireling  writers  and  aflraHins,  ernploycil 
to  degrade  and  murder  peaceful  people  attached  to 
the  religion  of  their  forefathers  ;  and  you  will  lee 
them  not  only  pardoning  murderers,  in  fpite  of 
their  poor  humiliated  Monarch,  bat  even  receiving 
the  atraflins  at  their  bar,  covering  them  with  ap- 
plaufes,  and  infiituting  feftivals  in  their  honour. 
What  have  the  members  of  the  Convention  and 
their  agents  done  more  than  this  ?  'i  hey  have  mur- 
dered in  greater  numbers.  True  ;  but  what  have 
numbers  to  do  with  the  matter  ?  The  principle  on 
which  thofe  murders  were  committed  was  ever  the 
fame :  it  was  more  or  lefs  active  as  occafion  re- 
quired. The  wants  of  the  Convention  were  more 
preffing  than  thofe  of  the  Conftituent  Aifembly. 
The  Aflembly  were  not  driven  to  the  expedient  of 
requififlouSi  nor  was  the  hour  yet  arrived  for  the 
promulgation  of  the  Paganifh  Calendar.  Confe- 
qucntly  they  met  with  lets  oppofition,  and  there- 
fore fewer  murders  were  necellary ;  but,  had  they 
continued  their  fittings  to  this  day,  the  devaftation 
of  every  kind  would  have  been  the  fame  that  it  has 
been. 

The  whole  hiflory  of  the  revolution  prefents  ns 
with  nothing  but  a  regular  progrefs  in  robbery  and 
murder.  The  firft  Aliembly,  for  inftance,  begin 
by  flattering  the  mob,  wheedling  their  King  out  of 
*  /  ills  title  and  his  power;  they  then  fet  him  at  de- 
^Y>'  fiance,  profcribe  or  put  to  death  his  friends;  and 
then  fhut  him  up  in  his  palace,  as  a  wild  bealt  in  a. 
cage.  The  fecond  Aflembly  fend  a  gang  of  ruffians 
to  infult  and  revile  him,  and  then  they  hurl  him 
from  his  throne.  The  third  AfTembly  cut  his  throat. 
What  is  there  in  all  this  but  a  regular  and  natural 
progrellion  from  bad  to  worfe  ?  And  fo  with  the 
lefr  of  their  abominable  actions. 

To  throw  the  blame  on  the  fuccefTors  of  the  firfl 
defpotic  Affcmbly  is  fuch  a  perverfion  of  reafon, 
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tucli  an  abandonment  of  truth,  that  no  man,  who 
lias  a  lingle  grain  of  tenfe,  can  hear  of  with  pa- 
tience. As  well  might  we  afcribe  all  the  murdcrsi 
committed  at  Nantz  to  the  under-cut-throats,  by 
whom  they  were  perpetrated,  and  not  to  the  Con- 
vention, by  whofe  order,  and  under  whole  protect 
tion,  thefe  cut-tliroats  acted.  The  Conllitacnt 
Aflembly  knew  the  contt-quenccs  of  their  decrees, 
as  well  as  Foucault  (fee  fage  1 16)  knew  tlie  conlc- 
quence  of  his  order  for  throwing  forty  women  from 
the  cliff  Pierre  Moine  into  the  lea  -,  and  it  is  full  as 
ridiculous  to  hear  them  pretend  that  they  did  not 
with  thofe  confequences  to  follow,  as  it  would  be 
to  hear  Foucault  pretend  that  he  did  not  with  the 
forty  w^omen  fhould  be  drowned.  True,  the  Con- 
vention are  guilty  of  every  crime  under  heaven  ; 
aflaffiiis  and  blafphemers  rnuft  ever  merit  detclia- 
tion  and  abhorrence,  from  whatever  motive  they 
may  acl,  or  by  whomfoever  taught  and  infiigated  ; 
but  flill  the  pre-eminence  in  infamy  is  due  to  their 
teachers  and  inftigators  :  the  Convention  is^  in  re- 
lation to  the  Conltituent  Aliembly,  what  the  igno- 
rant defperate  bravo  is  in  relation  \p  his  crafty  and 
fculking  employer. 

Before  I  conclude,  it  may  not  be  improper,  as  I 
have  hitherto  fpoken  of  the  Contlituent  Aliembly  in 
a  general  way,  to  make  tome  diltindiions  with  re- 
fpe<it  to  the  perfons  who  compoled  it.  I  am  very  far 
from  holding  them  all  up  as  objeds  of  abhorrence, 
or  even  of  cenfure.  There  were  many,  very  many, 
men  of  great  wilclom  and  virtue,  who  were  eledled 
to  the  States-General,  and  even  who  joined  the  Af- 
fembly,  after  it  affumed  the  epithet  National.  \t 
would  be  the  height  of  injuftice  to  reproach  thefe 
men  with  the  confequences  of  meafures,  which  they 
oppofed  with  fuch  uncommon  eloquence  and  cou- 
rage. Hiflory  will  make  honourable  mention  of 
|beir  names,  when  the  epitome  I  have  here  attempted 
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will  be  lofl:  and  forgotten.  Suffice  it  then  to  fay, 
that  the  weight  of  our  cenfure,  of  the  ccnfure  of  alt 
jull  and  good  men,  ought  to  fall  on  thofc  licentious 
politicians  and  infidel  philofophers  alone,  who  fanc- 
tioned  the  decree  for  the  annihilation  of  properly 
and  religion. 

Here,  too,   we  ought  to  divefl  ourfelvcs  of  every 
thing  of  a  perfonal  or  party  nature,  and  direct  our 
abhorrence  to  principles  alone.     As   to  the  adlors, 
they  have,  in  general,  already  expiated   their  wic- 
kednefs  or  folly  by  the  lofs  of  their  lives.     V/e  have 
fcen  the  atheift   Condorcct   obliged    to   fly  in   dif- 
guife  from  the  capital,  the  inhabitants  of  which  he 
had  corrupted,  and  by  whom  he  had  been  adored 
as  the  great  luminary  of  the  age  :  we  have  feen  him 
alTume  the  garb  and  the  fupplicating  tone  of  a  com- 
mon beggar,  lurking  in  the  lames  and  woods,  like  a 
houfelefs  thief,  and,  at  lafl,    literally    dying  in   a 
ditch,  leaving  his  carcafs  a  prey  to  the  fowls  of  the 
air,  and  his  memory  as  a  lefl'on  to  future  apoftles  of 
anarchy  and  blafphemy.     Scores,  not  to   fay  hun- 
dreds, of  his  coadjutors    have  lliared  a   fate  little 
different  from  his   own  ;  and  thole  who  have  not, 
can  have  little  reafon  to  congratulate  themfclves  on 
their  efcape.     The  tornado  they  have  railed  for  the 
dettruclion  of  others,  has  fwept  them  from  the  feat 
of  their  tyranny,  and  fcattered  them  over  every  cor- 
ner of   the  earth.     Thole   haughty  ufurpers,  who 
refufed  the  precedence  to  the   tucceflbrs  of  Charle- 
magne, are  now  obliged  to  yield  it  to  a  peafant  or 
a  porter.     Thofe  who  decreed  that  the   "  folding- 
doors  of  the  Louvre  fhould  fly  open  at   their  ap- 
proach," are  now  glad  to  lift  the  latch  of  a  wicket, 
and  bend  their  heads  beneath  the  thatch  of  a  cabin-. 
And  what  language  can  expreis  the  vexation,  the 
anguilh,  the  cutting  reflections,  that  mufl:  be  the 
companions   of  their  obfcurity!     When  they  look 
back  on  their  diftra6ted  country,  when  they  behold 
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tbe  widows,  the  orphans,  the  thoufands  and  hun- 
dreds of  thoufands  of  murdered  vi6tims,  that  it 
prefents  ;  when  they  behold  the  frantic  people,  car- 
rying the  dagger  to  the  hearts  of  their  parents,  nay, 
digging  their  forefathers  from  their  graves,  and 
throwing  their  allies  to  the  winds;  when  they  be- 
hold all  this,  and  refle61  that  it  is  the  work  of  their 
own  hands,  well  might  they  call  on  the  hills  to  hide 
them.  The  torments  of  fuch  an  exiflence,  who  can 
bear?  Next  to  the  wrath  of  Heaven,  the  maledic- 
tion of  one's  country  is  furely  the  moil  tremendous 
and  infupportable. 

Now,  what  is  the  advantage  we  ouglit  to  derive 
from  the  awful  example  before  us  ?  It  ought  to  pro- 
duce in  us  a  watchfulnefs,  and  a  fteady  refolution  \ 
to  oppofe  the  advances  of  diforganizing  and  infidel 
principles.  I  am  aware  that  it  will  be  laid  by  fome, 
that  all  fear  of  the  progrefs  of  tliefe  principles  is 
imaginary  ;  but  conOant  obfervalion  ailures  me 
that  it  is  but  too  well  founded.  Let  any  man  ex^ 
amine  the  change  in  political  and  religious  opinions 
lince  the  edablilliment  of  the  'general  a'ovcrnraent, 
and  particularly  the  change  crept  in  along  with  our 
lilly  admiration  of  the  French  revolution,  and  fee  if 
the  refultof  his  inquiries  does  not  jullifya  fear  of  our 
falling  under  the  icourge  that  has  brought  a  happy 
and  gallant  people  on  their  knees,  and  left  them 
bleeding  at  every  pore. 

Unfortunately  for  America,  Great  Britain  has 
thrown  from  her  the  principles  of  the  French  revo- 
lutionifts  wirh  indignation  and  abhorrence.  This, 
j  which  one  would  imagine  fhould  have  had  little  or 
no  influence  on  us,  has  lerved,  in  fome  meature,  as 
a  guide  to  our  opinions,  and  has  been  one  of  the 
principal  motives  for  our  actions.  A  combination 
of  cireumftances,  fuch  as,  perhaps,  never  before 
met  together,  has  fo  foured  the  minds  of  the  great 
mafs  of  the  people  in  this  country,  has  wciked  up 
4  their 
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Ihcir  hatred  againft  Great  Britain  to  fucb  a  pitch, 
that  the  infiant  that  nation  is  named,  they  lole  not 
only  their  temper,  but  their  realbn  alfo.  llie  dic- 
tates of  nature  and  the  excrcite  of  judgment  are 
thrown  ahde :  whatever  the  Britifh  adopt  muft  bq 
reje61ed,  and  wh^itcver  they  rejccl  muft  be  adopted. 
Hence  it  is,  that  all  the  execrable  acts  of  the  French 
legiflators,  not  forgetting  their  murders  and  their 
blafphemy,  have  met  with  the  mofl  unqualified  ap- 
plaufes,  merely  bccaufe  they  were  execrated  in  the 
ifland'of  Britain. 

'J'hc  word  RepnhVic   has  alfo   done  a  great  deal. 
iPrance  is  a  repvblic,    and  the  decrees  of  the  Legifla- 
lors  were  neceflary  to  maintain    it  a  republic.    This 
zc'or*^  outweighs,  in   the  eflimation  of  fome  perfons 
(I  wifh  I,  could  fay  they  were  few  in  number),  all  the 
horrors  that  have  been,  and  that  can  be  committed 
in  that  country.     One  of  thefe  modern  republicans 
will  tell  you  that  he  does  not  deny  that  hundreds  of 
thoufands  of  innocent  perfons  have  been  murdered 
in  France  ;  that  the  people  have  neither  religion  nor 
morals  ;  that  all  the  ties  of  nature  are  rent  afunder  ; 
that  the  riling  generation    will   be  a  race   of  cut- 
throats ;  that  poverty  and  famine  ftalk  forth  at  large  ; 
that  the  nation  is  half  depopulated  ;  that  its  riches, 
along  with  millions  of  the  befl  of  the  people,  are 
gone  to  enrich  and  aggrandize  its  enemies ;  that  its 
commerce,,  its  manufa6lures,  its  fciences,  its  arts,  and 
its  honour,  aro  no  more  ;  but  at  the  end  of  all  this, 
he  will  tell  you  that  it  muft  be  happy,  becaufe  it  is  a 
republic.     I  have  heard  more   than  one  of  thefe  re- 
publican zealots  declare,  that  he  would  fooner  fee  the 
laft  of  the  French  exterminated,  than  fee  them  adopt 
any  other  form  of  government.     Such  a  fentiment 
is  chara6terifTic  of  a  mind  locked  up  in  lavage  igno- 
rance ;  and  I  would  no  more  trult  my  throat  within 
|he  reach  of  fuch  a  republican,  than  I  would  within 

tha-( 


FEBRUARY^  1796.  22 1 

that  of  a  Louvct,  a  Grcgoire,  or  any  of  their  col^ 
leagues. 

Our  enlightened  philofophers  rim  on  in  a  fine 
canting  ftrain    about  the  bigotry  and  ignorance  of 
their   anceftors  -,  but  I  would  alk  them,  what  more 
llupid  doltifh  bigotry  can  there  be,  than  to  make  the 
found  of  a  word  the  ftandard  of  good  or  bad  govern- 
ment ?     What  is  there  in    ths   combination  of  the 
letters  which  make  up  the  word  Republic  '/  what  is 
there  in  the  found  they  produce,  that  the  bellowing 
of  it  forth  fhould  compenfate  for  the  want  of  every 
virtue,  and  even  for  common  fenfe  and  common  ho- 
nefty?  It  is  fynonymous  with  liberty. — Fatal  error! 
In  the  mouth  of  a  turbulent  demagogue  it  is  fynony- 
mous with  liberty,  and  with  every  thing  elfe,  that 
will  plcafe  its  hear'ers,  but,  with  the  man  of  virtue 
and  fenfe,  has  no  more  than  its  literal  value  ;  that  is, 
it  means  of  itfelf  neither  good  nor  evil.     If  he  calls 
our  own  Government  that  of  a  republic,  and  judge 
of  the  meaning  of  the  word  by  the  efFecls  of    that 
Government,  it  will  admit  of  a  moft  amiable  inter-' 
pretation  ;  but  if  we  are  to  judge  of  it  by  what  it 
has  produced  in  France,  it  means  all  that  is  ruinous, 
tyrannical,  biafphemous,  and  bloody.     Lafl  winter, 
one  of  thefe  republican  heroes  in  Congrefs,  accufed,^ 
a  gentleman  from  New-England  of  having  adopted 
{infi-refublican  \mnc\p\c9,^  becaufc  he  propoled  fome- 
tliing  thatfeemed  to  imViiaie  ag^iiri/l  7icgro-Jlavery  1 — 
Thus,  then,  republicanifm  did  not  mean  liberty.  In 
fhort,  it  means  any  thing  :  it  is  the   watch- word  of 
fadion;  and  if  ever  our  happy  and  excellently  con-, 
ftituted  republic  Ihould   be   overturned,  it   will  be 
done  under  the  mafk  of  republicanifm. 

Let  us,  then,  be  upon  our  guard  ;  let  us  look  io 
the  chara(!il:ers  and  adlions  of  men,  and  not  to  tlielr 
profeffions  ;  let  us  attach  ourfelves  to  things,  and 
not  to  words  ;  to  fenfe,  and  not  to  found.  Should 
the  day  of  re<^uifitlon   and  murder  ajjive,   our  tyrants 
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calling  themfelves  republicans,  will  be  but  a  poo? 
conrolation  to  us.  I'he  lots  of  property,  the  pref- 
fure  of  want  and  beefoary,  will  not  be  lefs  real  be- 
caufe  liowino;  from  republican  decrees.  Hunt]!;er 
pinclics  the  republican,  the  cold  blaft  cramps  his 
joints  as  we] I  as  thofe  of  ot};cr  men.  This  word 
does  not  foften  the  pangs  of  dcalh.  The, keen  knife 
will  not  produce  a  delectable  fenfalion,  becaufe  drawn 
acrofs  the  throat  by  a  republican  ;  nor  will  the  word 
republican  parry  a  bullet,  or  render  a  flaming  fire  a 
bed  of  down.  When  Monlieur  Berthier  bad  the 
ghaftly  head  of  his  father  prefled  againft  his  lips, 
when  his  own  heart  was  afterwards  torn  from  his 
living  body,  and  placed,  all  reeking  and  palpitating, 
on  a  table  before  a  comrailtee  of  magifiratcs,  the 
agonies  of  his  mind,  and  of  his  mangled  carcafs, 
were  not  affuaged  by  the  fhouts  of  his  republican 
murderers. 

Shall  v/e  fay  that  thefe  things  never  can  take  place 
among  us  ?  Becaufe  v/e  have  hitherto  preferved  the 
charader  of  a  pacific  humane  people,  iball  we  fet 
danger  at  defiance  ?  Though  we  are  not  Frenchmen, 
we  are  men  as  well  as  they;  and  confequently  are 
liable  to  be  milled,  and  even  to  be  funk  to  the  lovveft 
degree  of  brutality,  as  they  have  been.  They,  too, 
had  an  amiable  chara6ler  :  what  chara6ter  have  they 
now  ?  The  fame  principles  brought  into  adlion 
among  us  would  produce  the  fame  degradation.  I 
repeat,  we  are  not  what  Vv-e  were  before  the  French 
revolution.  Political  projedlors  from  every  corner 
of  Europe,  troublers  of  fociety  of  every  defcription, 
from  the  whining  philolbphical  hypocrite  to  the  dar- 
ing rebel,  and  more  daring  blafpliemer,  have  taken 
Ihelter  in  thefe  States.  Will  it  be  pretended  that 
the  principles  and  pallions  of  thefe  men  have  changed 
with  the  change  of  air  ?  It  would  be  folly  to  fup- 
pofe  it. 

Nor 
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Nor  are  men  of  the  fame  llamp  wanting  among 
the  native  Americans;.  There  is  not  a  lingle  a6lion 
of  the  ]'>ench  revolutioniils,  but  has  been  juftified 
and  applauded  in  our  public  papers,  and  many  of 
them  in  our  public  affemblies.  Anarchy  has  its  open 
advocates.  The  divine  Author  of  our  religion  has 
been  put  upon  a  level  with  the  infamous  Marat.  We 
have  leen  a  clergyman  of  the  epifcopal  church  pub- 
licly abuftd,  beciiufe  he  had  recommended  to  his 
congregation  to  beware  of  the  atheiftical  principles 
of  the  PVench.  Even  their  Calendar,  the  frivolous 
OiTspringof  infidelity,  is  propofed  for  our  imitation. 
Where  pertbns  whole  livehhood  depends  on  their 
daily  publication  are  to  be  found,  who  arc  ever  ready 
to  publifh  articles  of  this  nature,  It  were  the  grofTell 
folly  not  to  believe  that  there  are  hundreds  and  thou- 
fands  to  whom  they  give  pleafure  *.  But  we  are 
not  left  to  mere  lurmife  here.  How  many  numerous 
companies  have  iffued,  under  the  form  of  toafts, 
fentiments  ofFeniive  to  humanity,  and  difgraceful  to 
our  national  charadler  ?  We  have  feen  the  guillotine 
toafted  to  three  times  three  cheers,  and  even  under 
the  difcharge  of  cannon.  If  drunken  men,  as  is 
ufually  the  cafe,  fpeak  from  the  bottom  of  their 
hearts,  what  quarter  fj^ould  we  have  to  expedl  from 
wretches  like  thefe  ?  It  muft  be  allowed,  too,  that 
where  the  cannons  were  fired  to  give  eclat  to  luch  a 
lentiment,  the  convives  were  not  of  the  molt  def- 
picable  clafs.  And  what  would  the  reader  fay, 
were  I  to  tell  him  of  a  Member  of  Congrefs,  who 


*  It  is  a  truth  that  no  one  will  deny,  that  the  newfpapers  of  this 
country  have  become  its  fconrge.  I  fpeak  with  a  f6w  exceptions. 
It  is  laid  that  they  enlighten  the  people  ;  but  their  light  is  like  the 
torch  of  an  incendiary,  and  the  one  has  the  fame  deftru6tive  ef-  / 
fed  on  the  mind  as  the  other  has  on  matter.  The  whole  ftudy 
of  the  editors  feems  to  be  to  deceive  and  confound.  One  would 
aimoft  think  they  were  hired  by  fome  malicious  demon,  to  turn 
the  brains  and  corrupt  the  hearts  of  their  readers. 

wi  filed 
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wlllied  to  fee  one  of  thefe  murderous  macliines  em- 
ployed for  lopping  off  the  heads  of  the  French,  per- 
manent in  the  State-houfe  yard  of  the  cify  of  Phila- 
delphia ? 

If  tliele  men  of  blood  had  fucceeded  in  plunging 
us  into  a  war  ;  if  they  had  once  got  the  fword  into 
their  hands,  they  would  have  mowed  us  down  like 
flubblc.  The  word  y/r^o^vv// would  have  been  em- 
plojed  to  as  good  account  here,  as  ever  it  bad  been 
in  France.  We  might,  ere  this,  have  fcen  our  places 
of  worlliip  turned  into  fiables  ;  we  might  have  feeii 
the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  like  thofe  of  the  Loire, 
covered  with  human  carcaifes,  and  its  waters  tinged 
with  blood  :  ere  this  we  might  have  feen  our  parents 
butchered,  and  even  the  head  of  our  admired  and  be- 
loved Prcfi  dent  rollingon  a  fcaffbld. 

I  know  the  reader  will  ftart  back  with  horror.  His 
heart  will  tell  him  that  it  is  impoflible.  But,  once 
iGore,  let  him  look  at  the  example  before  us.  The 
man  who  in  1788  fhould  have  predicled  the  fateof 
the  laft  humaue  and  truly  patriotic  Louis,  W'Ould 
have  been  treated  as  a  wretch  or  a  madman.  The 
attacks  on  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  aged 
JVaJliington,  have  been  as  bold,  if  not  bolder,  than 
thole  which  led  to  the  downfal  of  the  unfortunate 
French  Monarch.  His  impudent  and  ferocious 
enemies  have  rcprefcnted  him  as  cankered  with 
every  vice  that  marks  a  worthlefs  tyrant :  they 
have  called  him  the  betrayer  of  the  liberties  of 
his  country,  and  have  even  drawn  up  and  publifbed 
articles  of  acrufdt'ton  againft  him  !  Can  it  then  be 
imagined,  that,  had  they  poirefied  the  power,  they 
wanted  the  will  to  dip  their  hands  in  his  blood  ?  I 
am  fully  aiTured  that  thefe  wretches  do  not  make  a 
hundred  thoufandth  part  of  the  people  of  the  Union  : 
the  name  of  IVaJIiiiigfon  is  as  dear  and  dearer  to  all  the 
moderate  Whigs,  than  it  ever  w^as.  But  of  what  con- 
feciuence  is  their  affecTtiou  to  hio^,  of  what  avail  to 
1  themfcive.^. 


FEBRUARY,  1796.  225 

themfelves,  if  they  fufFer  him  to  be  thus  trented, 
without  making  one  tingle  eftbrt  to  defeat  the  projedl 
of  his  infamous  traducers  ?  It  is  not  for  me  to  dic- 
tate the  method  of  doing  this  ;  but  fure  I  am,  that 
had  the  friends  of  virtue  and  order  fhown  only  a 
hundredth  part  of  the  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  their  own 
country,  as  the  enemies  of  both  have  done  in  the 
caufe  of  France,  we  fhould  not  now  have  to  lament 
the  exiftence  of  a  hardened  and  impious  fa(5lion, 
whofe  deftru^tive  principles,  if  not  timely  and  firmly 
oppofed,  may  one  day  render  the  annals  of  A.me- 
rica  as  difgraceful  as  thofe  of  the  French  revo- 
lution. 


ADDITIONAL    FACTS. 


Extra&s  from  "  The  Banditti  Unmajked\  or,  Hljlo- 
"  rical  Memoirs  of  the  prefent  Times ;"  by  General 
Danican. 

Pages   25,   26. 

X  HE  Military  Coramiffion  fent  the  municipal  of- 
ficers of  Laval,  without  apprizing  me  of  their  in- 
tention, to  the  Pont  de  Ce,  whither  they  condudled, 
at  the  fame  time,  T^/Zy  cartloads  of  nuns,  priefts,  fuf- 
pe6ted  perfons,  federalifts,  and  ynen  of  property,  who 
were  all  guillotined,  drowned,  or  fhot.  The  forty 
municipal  officers  were  included  in  this  infernal  ex- 
pedition, by  the  order  of  one  Milliere,  who  had 
been  a  member  of  the  Parifian  commune  during 
the  raafTacres  of  September,  and  who  was  now  a 
member  of  the  Military  Cotti million.  This  a6l  of 
barbarity  developed  all  the  germs  of  infurredlion, 
and  the  children  fwore  to  avenge  the  death  of  their 
fathers.  This  fame  Milliere,  who  refides  at 
YOL.  Ill,  a  Farisy 
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Paris,  in  thefedlion  of  the  Bonnet-Rouge  (Red-Cap), 
abfolutely  infifled  on  having  a  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  inhabitants  of  Nantz,  whom  Carrier  had  Tent 
to  Francajiel,  fhot  at  Angers ;  he  came  to  me  fevcral 
times  on  this  bufinefs,  defired  I  would  caufe  them 
to  be  fearched,  and  even  urged  me  to  Icarch  them 
myfelf,  "  Becaufe,"  faid  he,  "  they  are  too  ricli,  and 
may  corrupt  the  garrifon."  He  made  twenty  apph- 
cations  to  me  for  troops  to  flioot  them,  obferving, 
that  during  a  fiege,  fuch  operations  were  mere  mat- 
ters of  courie,  &c.  &c.  I  devifed  a  thoufand  pre- 
texts for  refuting  to  comply  with  his  commands, 
and  God  knows  what  firatagems  I  was  obliged  to 
employ,  in  order  to  avert  the  fatal  blow. 

During  the  fiege  of  Angers,  Milliere  and  his  ac- 
complices caufed  three  or  four  fhoufajid  Frenchmen  to 
be  put  to  death  at  the  Pont  de  Ce,  and  among  the 
number  was  my  landlord.  The  witnefFes  to  thefe 
horrors  wereHortode,  Clerk  to  the  Committee  of 
War;  Chriilophe,  a  Captain  in  the  8th  regiment 
of  huflars  ;  and  La  Croix,  Adjutant-general,  now 
attached  to  the  Parilian  ftaff,  who  was  the  man  that 
conveyed  to  Laval  the  municipal  officers  that  were 
drowned  by  the  order  of  Milliere. 

Page  27. — It  is  a  certain  fac^^l,  that  a  foidier  of 
^Marat's  Company,  who  was  employed  on  thefe 
expeditions,  propofed  tofavea  young  girl  on  certain 
co7iditions\  but  the  virtuous  victim  turned  from  bim 
with  difdain,  and  preHing  clofe  to  her  mother,  ac- 
companied her  in  the  fatal  boat. 

Francajiel  caufed  full  as  many  to  be  drowned  at 
Angers  as  Carrier  did  at  Nantz  ;  and  this  little  mon- 
iter  is  flill  fufFered  to  exilt,  and  calls  himfelf  a  pa- 
triot of  89  !  One  Vial,  Procureur  Syndic  in  the 
department  of  Angers,  told  Francajiel  in  my  pre- 
fence,  that  he  hud jujl  found  two  co7ifidental feameriy 
ivho  ivoidd  droivn  the  priejis  that  ivere  at  Mont  jean. 

Pa^e  ^•j.— General  Parr/en  was  an  ufeful  aiftoron 

the 
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the  revolutionary  ftage.  He  was  pofied  at  Marfcilles 
to  matHacre  the  prilbners  from  Orleans.  On  the  fecond 
of  September  he  prelided  at  one  of  the  tribunals  in 
the  prifons  of  Paris  ;  he  was  afterwards  prelident  of 
the  Military  Commifhon  at  Saumur,  and  was  called 
to  that  at  Lyons  by  his  friend  Collot  tfHerbois,  who, 
delighted  with  his  fervlces,  transformed  the  Judge 
into  a  General  of  Dhijion.  On  the  pretended  return 
of  the  reign  ot  jufiice,  he  was  difmiired  and  mipri- 
foned  at  Plefiis.  He  role  again  on  the  holy  day  of 
vengeance  (in  0(5fober,  1795,  when  he  afted  as 
General  for  the  Convention,  when  they  ordered  the 
troops  to  tire  on  the  people  for  daring  to  a'flert  the 
right  of  chooiing  their  own  reprefentatives),  and  has 
recently  availed  himfclf  of  the  amneflj^,  together 
with  a  great  number  of  perfonages  of  equal  worth 
and  integrity.  This  patriot  of  89  has  put  to  death 
upwards  o(  Jix  thoiifand  Frenchmen,  and  was  the 
atTociate  of  Milliere  in  La  Vendee. 

Page^o.' — Depopulation  was  at  that  time  (in  1 794) 
the  order  of  the  day,  and  Carnot  difplayed  his  judg- 
ment in  the  choice  of  General  Vachot.  The  only 
qualification  requifite  to  form  a  good  fans-culotte 
General,  was  to  know  how  to  malTacre.  Thus 
the  bra-ve  and  celebrated  RoJJignol^  luccefTor  to  Ge- 
neral B'lron,  after  having  promifed,  at  the  bar 
of  the  Convention,  to  purge  La  Vendee  in  a 
fortnight,  completely  fucceeded  in  exterminating, 
in  lets  than  three  months,  one  hundred  thoufand  men 
of  both  parties. 

Page  84. — While  Carrier  drowned  20,000  vic- 
tims; while  iVifwr  cauled  tke  federal  ills  of  Breft  io 
be  guillotined  (and,  among  others,  the  father  of 
General  Moreau^  on  the  very  day  on  which  the  fon 
took  the  fort  of  Sluys)  ;  while  Barras  and  Freron 
demoliflied  Toulon,  and  Ihot  800  of  ourfailors  and 
naval  officers ;  a  madman  named  La  Blanche,  for- 
merly a  Benedidline  monk,    reprefented   at  Caen, 

Q,  a  Tiberius 
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Tiberius  in  ajlate  of  delirium :  on  his  arrival  In  that 
city,  he  perceived  a  conilernation  on  every  counte- 
nance, occafioned  by  the  guillotine,  and  particularly 
by  the  prefence  of  a  Deputy.  "  What  means,''  faid 
he,  "^  this  ariftocratic  terror  that  I  oblervc  ?  I  order 
**  a  civic  promenade,  and,  this  evening,  I  fhall  give 
*'  a  republican  ball  ;  I  fhall  confider  all  thofe  who 
"  fhall  fail  to  attend  as  ariflocrats."  The  pro- 
menade began  at  ten  in  the  morning ;  La  Planche 
took  the  lead,  followed  by  the  whole  population  of 
Caen  J  and,  from  time  to  time,  halted,  and  kneeling 
on  the  ground,  addrefled  an  invocation  to  Marat, 
io  whom  he  made  a  preparatory  offering  of  the 
heads  of  leveral  perfons  whom  he  caufed  to  be  tried 
and  condemned.  In  the  very  middle  of  the  town 
La  P/rf//^^ 6' exclaimed,  with  uplifted  hands,  0  great 
Marat !  The  people  who  followed  in  his  train 
eagerly  re-echoed  0  great  Marat !  At  the  civic 
ball  in  the  evening,  he  played  with  women's 
necks,  obferving,  that  their  bofoms  were  ariil:o- 
crats  that  funk  beneath  the  hand  of  a  republican  ; 
and  he  compelled  many  of  thefe  unhappy  beings  to 
dance  with  him,  while  their  hufbands  and  their  fa- 
thers were  lingering  in  prifon. 

In  Odlober,  1793,  in  obedience  to  the  decrees  of 
the  National  Convention,  the  v^diole  country  of  La 
Vendee  was  fct  fire  to,  and  even  the  patriotic  dif- 
tri6ls  were  not  fpared.  Each  column  was  preceded 
by  fire  and  fword,  by  the  aid  of  which  an  univerfal 
defiruclion  was  efFedlcd,  without  ditlin6lion  of  age 
or  fex.  An  immcnfe  population  fled  before  the  re- 
publicans, in  order  to  elcape  the  fury  of  the  flames, 
and  joined  the  Catholic  army,  which  was  forced  to 
pafs  the  Loire  at  St.  Florent.  Let  thofe  who  arc  en- 
dued with  feniibility  reprefent  to  their  imaginations 
more  than  a  hundred  thoufand  French,  men,  wo- 
men, and  children,  cafting  their  eyes,  in  defpair, 
on  a  trad:  of  country  twenty  leagues  in  circumfe- 
rence, where  their  houfes  and  cottages  were  in  aflate 

of 


FEBRUARY,  1796.  229 

of  conflagration,  and  having  but  a  few  moments  to 
efcape  from  certain  death. 

Pages  1  "J  I,  172. — Lepelletier  Brutus,  Beaurepalre 
Magnler  (the  pompous  name  alTumcd  by  the  Preli- 
dent  of  a  Revolutionary  Tribunal  at  Rennes), 
breakfafting,  on  Good-Friday,  with  his  colleagues, 
faid  to  them,  "  Brothers  and  friends,  we  muft  put 
"  to  death  this  day,  at  the  fame  hour  at  which  the 
"  count er-revolutloni/i  Jesus  died,  that  young  de- 
*'  votee  who  was  lately  arrefted."  An  order  was 
immediately  ligned  for  bringing  her  before  him. 
The  gaoler  made  a  mifiake,  and  fent  him  a  girl  of 
the  town,  whom  the  Judges  proceeded  to  queftion 
on  her  fanaticifm,  on  the  relics,  the  agnufes,  and 
the  chaplets  that  were  found  upon  her  when  fhe  was 
arrefted  ;  and  on  her  predile6lion  for  refradlory 
priefts.  The  girl  did  not  underti^and  what  they 
meant,  and  began  to  laugh  ;  upon  which  the  clerk 
was  told  to  write  down,  "  That  Jhe  did  not  deign  to 
**  anfwer^  and  that  Jloe  treated  the  Tribunal  with  con- 
<*^  tenipty  They  were  about  to  pronounce  fentencc 
of  death  upon  her,  when  the  girl  exclaimed  with  all 
her  might,  that  fhe  was  no  devotee,  and  that  fhe 
had  been  put  in  prifon  for  debauching  and  infeiling 
a  battalion  of  volunteers.  Brutus  knitted  his  brows, 
and  thought  it  was  a  fubterfuge.  The  girl,  in 
alarm,  had  recourfe  to  an  indecent  gefture,  and  v/as 
going  to  fliow  the  truths  as  flie  called  it,  when  the 
Judges,  perceiving  their  miltake,  fent  her  back  to 
prifon,  and  ordered  the  true  devotee  to  be  brought 
before  them,  vvhom  they  arraigned  to  the  fcaffold, 
agreeably  to  a  determination  which  they  had  formed 
while  they  were  eating  their  breakfaft.  This  fatl  is 
knoivn  to  the  whole  town  of  Rennes.  The  battalion 
of  young  children,  in  the  fame  place,  was  employ- 
ed to  Ilioot  the  Chouans  ;  Dubois  Crance  flarted  the 
idea,  in  order,  as  he  faid,  to  accuftom  youths  to  re-' 
fuhlicanfrmnefs.  No  man  dares  deny  this. — I  was  at 

a  3  Rennea 
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Kennes  at  the  time,  and  the  Dep>jty  Alqmer  no  doubt 
recolledls  my  obfervation  upon  the  fubjeifh  I  take 
a  pleafurc  in  declaring  that  I  found  him  to  pofTefs 
fome  fenlibihty.  He  repeatedly  laid  to  me,  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  in  his  own  apartment,  "  You  Jay  too 
"  much,  my  dear  Danican\  you  will  bring  yourfelf 
"  to  the  guillotined  The  Deputy  Alquicr  was  terribly 
afraid  on  his  own  account. 

Fage  ly-j. — It  was  under  the  command  of  that 
mifcieant  (General  Turreau  de  la  Liniere),  that  the 
foldiers  carried  children  on  the  points  of  their  bayo- 
nets :  1  faw  the  original  orders  by  which  M.  Tiir- 
reau  prefcribed  univerfal  majfacrc,  and  yet  M.  Tur- 
reau has  jufl  been  acquitted,  and  is  now  employed 
by  the  Diredlory,  who  call  fucli  men  asM.  Turreau 
de  la  Ij'iniere,  energetic  republicans. 

Tage  193. — That  I  may  not  be  accufed  of  always 
fpeaking  ab  irato,  I  fliall  quote  Fial's  book  on  La 
Vendee.  This  man,  as  I  betbreobferved,  was  a  re- 
volutionift  and  a  drowner,  but  having  quarrelled 
with  his  colleagues,  he  denounced  them. 

Page  130. — "  On  the  23d  Ventofe,  Turreau  ar- 
rived at  Chdlonncs  ;  the  next  day  he  burnt  the  pof- 
feffionB  of  the  patriots,  and  caufed  feveral  women 
and  children  to  be  fhot ;  I  efcaped  with  the  de- 
flruftion  of  a  farm." — Again, 
Page  78. — "  Of  twenty  thoujand  perfons  who 
\ycxeJkot  in  the  department  of  Maine  and  Loire, 
it  is  proved  by  five  fentences,  now  before  me, 
"  that  five  hundred  and  ninety  were  not  dead  in 
law  (hors  la  lot)  ;  feventy-nine  were  executed  on 
the  3d  Nivofe  ;  feventy-five  on  the  4th  ;  two 
hundred  and  thirty-three  on  the  6th  ;  one  hun- 
dred and  five  on  the  23d  ;  and  ninety-nine  on  the 
*'  26th  Germinal.*'  A  very  great  nuinber  of  chd"  * 
dren  were  included  in  thefe  five  fentences. 

Francafiel,  in  his  letter  on  the  efiablifliment  of 
the  Military  Commifiion,  fays,  *'  That  fo  long  a« 
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*«  there  exift  great  criminals  or  federalifts  in  thcfe 
"  countries,  the  ordinary  tribunals  ought  not  to 
"  a6t." — Vial,  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  popular 
club  at  Angers,  obferves,  ''  You  all  know,  citizens, 
**  that  more  than  two  thoufand  women  and  children 
"  have  been  aflaffinated  in  this  infamous  manner." 
Vacheron  and  Morin,  members  of  that  deteftable 
commillion,  drew  up  the  lifls.  Two  women  ob- 
ferved  to  Obrumier,  "  Tliat  they  had  only  been  ar- 
rellcd  as  fufpe^icd  perfons  ;  but,  notwithftanding 
this,  he  ordered  them  to  be  fhot,  with  feventy 
other  females.  When  any  of  thefe  unhappy  be- 
ings were  obferved  to  breathe,  after  they  had  been 
fhot,  the  humane  Goupil  plunged  his  fabre  into 
their  bellies."  The  citizens  of  Angers  depofed. 
That  they  faw  all  thefe  vidinis  pafs  by  their 
doors,  accompanied  by  mufic  playing  patriotic 
tunes;  that  they  obferved  girls  of  fifteen  and  fix- 
teen,  doubly  interefling  by  their  beauty  and  their 
youth,  embracing  the  knees  of  their  execution- 
ers, and  entreating  them  to  fpare  their  lives  ;  and 
that  every  body  (even  the  troops)  fhed  tears,  ex- 
cept the  monfters  of  the  Military  Commillion, 
who  had  the  barbarity  to  infult  the  fenfibility  of 
the  people." 

Page  127. — The  members  of  this  commiflion 
were  Antoine  Felix,  Prefident,  and  fucceffor  to 
Parrein ;  Francois  Milliere;  Francois  Le  Port; 
Jacques  Hudoux ;  Jofeph  RoufTel  ;  Marie  Obru- 
mier;  Gabriel  Goupil;  and  Loifillon.  All  thefe 
men  are  alive  and  well.  Long  live  Juftice  and  the 
Directory  !   Bon  jour  Car  not  ! 

Pages  209,  2 JO. — Yes,  conquering  people  !  twen- 
ty towns,  and  eighteen  hundred  villages,  or  hamlets^ 
have  been  burned  by  you  !  And  your  glory  and  your 
laurels  have  coll  you  three  millions  of  men.  Thcle 
affli61:ing  truths  cannot  be  repeated  too  often,  there 
are  fo  many  perfons  who  do  not  believe  them. 

Q  4  For 
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For  InOance,  what  people  in  Europe  do  not  take 
for  a  fa'^le,  the  eflabhfhment  of  a  ianvard  at  Mcu- 
don,  lor  tann'ing  human  jkinsf  It  cannot,  however, 
be  forgotten,  that  a  man  earae  to  the  bar  of  the 
Convention  to  announce  the  difcovcry  of  a  new  and 
fimple  mean  for  proeurinf;^  leather  in  abundance  ; 
that  the  Committee  of  IPublie  Safety  ^Carnot's* 
Committee)  affigned  him  a  convenient  plac  e  tor  the 
execution  of  his  plan,  at  the  Caftleof  Meudon,  the 
gates  of  which  were  kept  confiantly  Ihut  ;  and 
laftly,  that  Barrere,  Fadier,  and  others,  were  the 
iirfl  who  wore  boots  made  of  human  Jkin,  Rohefpierre 
did  not  flay  his  people  j^^wni/ixr/v ;  and  as  Paris  fup- 
pUed  the  army  with  flioes,  it  is  poffible  that  more 
than  one  defender  of  the  country  may  have  .worn 
fhoes  made  of  the  Ikin  of  his  friends  and  relations. 
This  will  appear  pleafant  and  incredible  to  certain 
mifcreants^  and  particularly  to  the  Propagandlfts. 

National  Convention,  a  tanvard  was  eflablifhed 
at  Meudon,  for  tanning  human  fldns,  and  France 
was  indebted  to  your  exiflence  for  a  conception  fo 
monftrous  ! 

Page  212. — Tlie  troops  v/ho  went  from  Holland 
to  Britanny  coinmittcd  every  fpecies  of  crime  on 
their  march  ;  and,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rouen, 
they  literally  hrolJed  the  feet  of  a  peafant,  in  order 
to  extort  a  difcovery  of  his  money.  I  fent  forty  re- 
gular dcpolitions  on  this  fubje(5l  to  the  Staff,  and  to 
the  terrorift  Pille,  Thefe  were  the  fame  troops  who 
attempted  to  kill  the  coxcombs  (mufcadins)  at 
Kouen,  and  who  drev/  their  fabres  on  men  for  wear- 
ing their  hair  in  a  club.  The  vigorous  means 
which  I  adopted  prevented  them  from  putting  their 
threats  in  execution  ;  but  they  made  thernfelves  am- 

*  Carnot  is  one  of  the  prefent  Diredors  in  France  !  ! !  1 797. 
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pie  amends  for  the  difappointment,  at  the  theatre  at 
Caen,  under  the  aulpices  of  General  Dubayet. 

Pages  230,  231,  232. — The  mojl  ftgnal  banditti  of 
the  Convetition  were  the  very  heroes  whom  the  Conven- 
tion extolled,  3il7io7?^/ reduced  Bedouin  toafhes,  and 
caufed  the  inhabitants  to  be  maflacred.  Carpentier, 
a  bailiti'  of  Valogncs,  committed  a  million  of  crimes 
at  St.  Malo;  he  ftripped  all  the  veirels,  plundered 
the  houles  of  private  perfons,  lent  the  moll  opulent 
merchants,  and  the  moft  virtuous  fathers  of  fami- 
lies, to  Fouquier  Tijiville,  and  openly  preached  pil- 
lage to  the  popular  clubs.  Turreau^  during  fittecn 
months  the  accomplice  of  Bourbotte  and  the  burner 
of  La  Vendee,  which  he  termed  the  grand  illumina- 
tion, wantonly  confumed  by  fire  one  of  the  fuburbs 
of  Saumur,  when  the  enemy  were  twenty  leagues 
from  the  place  ;  and  at  Laval  gave  me  an  order  to 
put  the  fick  to  death  in  their  beds.  The  order  was  fo- 
licited  by  one  Baleguier,  who  delivered  to  me  a  copy 
of  the  deliberations,  which  is  now  in  my  polTeffion. 
This  Turreau  alio  made  his  coufin,  Turreau  dc 
Grambouville  et  de  Liniere,  a  General  and  Burner 
in  Chief.  Barras  and  Freron,  the  grand  defolaters 
of  the  South,  where  they  were  on  miiFion  with  the 
worthy  patriots  Ricard,  Salicetti,  Robefpierre  ju- 
nior, and  Gaflon,  wanted  to  level  Marfcilles  with 
the  ground,  and  beftowed  on  it  the  appellation  of 
the  Namelefs.  At  Toulon  they  put  in  requifition 
1200  demolifhers,  and  caufed  upwards  of  two  thou- 
fand  perfons  to  be  fliot  and  guillotined.  That  im- 
poflor  Jambon  St.  Andre,  on  his  return  to  Brell 
after  the  naval  adtion  of  the  iirft  of  June,  1794,^ 
futfered  the  people  to  ftrew  flowers  upon  his  head, 
and  made  a  report  replete  with  falfehoods.  Ricard, 
Choudieu,  Garnier  dc  Xaintes,  and  Levafleur  de  la 
Sarthe,  were  the  accufers  and  aflafiins  of  Philip- 
peaux ;  the  two  Iirft  had  the  infolence  to  pronounce 
;a  panegyric  on  the  ferocious  and  cowardly  RofTignol. 

Prieur 
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Prieur  de  la  Mnrne,  a  madman,  perpetually  drunk, 
excited  an  inlurreaion  in  A^Iorbihan,  in  concert 
with  a  General  Canuel,  who  rode  over  the  bodies  of 
the  Chouans  that  were  fliot  at  Vannes  ;  while  at 
JofTelin,  one  Batteux,  a  cook  and  commifTary,  dele- 
gated by  Carrier  and  Prieur,  made  iheir  vi«5tims  dig 
the  graves  wjjich  they  were  deftined  to  fill.  The 
whole  commune  of  Bref}  went  to  denounce  Prieur 
at  the  bar  of  the  Convention.  During  the  liege  of 
Angers  he  put  to  death  a  prodigious  number  of  wo- 
men and  girls,  who  were  arretted  in  the  fliburbs  : 
after  he  had  examined  them  and  treated  them  with 
every  mark  of  ridicule  and  contempt,  he  ordered 
them  to  be  fent  to  iJie  Hofptal,  as  he  called  it,  and 
they  were  fhot  at  the  water-fide.  The  fokliers 
laughed  while  they  executed  thefe  orders,  and  iirip- 
ped  the  bodies. 

A  Madame  de  Civrac,  an  abbefs,  was  taken  be- 
fore Francailel  and  Prieur ;  fhe  had  a  faithful  fer- 
vant  wiih  her,  who  refufed  to  quit  her;  they  were 
accordingly  both  guillotined  at  Angers.  This  lady 
was  at  leaf}  eighty  years  of  age.  Francaftel  caufed 
leveral  perfons  to  be  drowned,  even  after  the  death 
of  Robefpierre.  At  Savenay,  Prieur  caufed  twelve 
Jmndred peafaiits^  who  had  laid  down  their  arms,  to 
be  fhot ;  after  he  had  put  them  all  together  in  a 
church,  he  ordered  a  republican  column  to  halt, 
and  the  Chief  of  Brigade  Carbon  was  entruftcd 
with  the  diredlion  of  the  mafTacre.  This  Carbon 
mull  fiill  be  at  Loudeac,  where  he  informed  me  of 
the  circumfiance  at  a  time  when  he  was  under  my 
command.  At  ^*S\xxx\o\jX\c:x ^  fifteen  himdred pr'ifoncrs 
of  ivar  loere  Jhot.  It  was  there  that  the  brave  and 
virtuous  D'Elbeepcrifhed,  with  feveral  other  ofticers 
of  merit.  At  Mans,  all  the  women  that  could  be 
found  were  put  to  death.  At  Laval,  nine  months 
after  all  thele  maifacres,  I  had  the  good  fortune  to 
lave  the  life  of  a  young  girl  of  Maulcviicr  \  who,  at 
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the  maflacre  at  Mans,  had  received  the  laft  fighs  of 
her  mcthcr,  on  the  high  road,  after  which  Ihc  had 
lived  lix  months  in  the  woods. 

Page  241. — ^^In  the  action  on  the  5th  of  Augutl, 
1793,  at  Doue  the  vanguard  took  feventy-nine  pri- 
foners,  who  were  conveyed  to  the  tower  at  Saamar, 
whither  I  had  occafion  to  go  a  few  days  afier,  to  fee 
fomehuffars  of  my  own  regiment,  who  were  in  pri- 
fon  there.  Having  expreffed  a  wifh  to  f(-e  the  Ven- 
dean  prifoners,  I  was  taken  to  the  hottom  of  a  large 
tower,  v/here,  among  a  heap  of  dying  perfons,  / 
Jaw  onemanaBually  dead,  and  another  expiring  at  his 
lide.  I  fell  down  mvfelf,  nearly  fuffocated  by  the 
mephitical  vapours,  and  they  were  obliged  to  carry 
me  from  the  place.  I  fcnt  for  the  man  who  feemed 
to  be  dying,  and  gave  him  fome  broth,  which  re- 
vived him,  and  he  afterwards  recovered. 

Soon  after  I  left  Sanmur,  Levajfeur  de  la  Sarthe 
arrived  there.  His  firft  operation  was  to  order  the 
prifoners  to  be  tied  together  in  pairs,  for  the  pur- 
pofc,  as  he  laid,  of  transferring  them  to  another 
place  ;  but  he  gave  fccrct  orders  to  have  them  put  to 
death,  and  his  orders  were  obeyed.  From  Saumur 
to  Orleans,  bands  of  fifty,  lixty,  and  even  a  hun- 
dred, were  drowned  or  Ihot  at  one  time  ;  and  the 
condu61ors,  Mogue  and  Petit,  put  the  allowance  of 
thefe  unhappy  men  in  their  own  pockets.  Levajfeur 
openly  boafted  of  this  expedition  in  the  cave  at  the 
Thuilleries.  (See  the  fitting  of  the  ill  Nivofe,  in 
the  2d  year.) 

Interrogate  the  civil  authorities  at  Blois,  and  the 
keeper  of  the  prifon  at  Saumur,  on  thefe  fadls. — 
On  that  day,  ifi:  Nivofe,  Leqidnio  wrote  to  the; 
Convention,  to  inform  them  that  he  had  blown  out 
the  brains  of  two  prifoners  at  Fontenai  le  Peuple, 
and  that  he  had  juft  caufed  five  hundred  to  be  Ihot. 
^ — fSee  the  Moniteur.)  This  Lequinio  has  written  a 
hiftory  of  La  Vendee,  in  which  he  denounces  as  af- 

fafiJins 
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faffins  all  thofe  generals  whom  the  Directory  have 
fince  employed  again.  I  declare  that  the  Vendeans 
took  u])wards  ot  thirty  thouflind  prilbners,  whom 
they  rcleafed  after  fhaving  their  heads  ;  and  that  they 
committed  no  adts  of  cruelty  until  the  republicans 
had  fet  the  example,  by  maHacreing  their  rich, 
throwing  them  into  the  flames,  &c. 

On  the  15th  of  July,  1793,  at  the  battle  of 
Martigne,  the  cowardly  and  ferocious  ftroller  Gram- 
'mo?2t  cut  to  pieces  three  prifoners  who  were  tied  to- 
gether in  the  Cafile  of  Felines.  The  Generals  of 
the  weficrn  army  were,  as  I  have  before  obferved, 
rencgadoes,  monk.s,  conftitutional  priefls,  moun- 
tebanks, opera  dancers,  and  blackguards  of  every 
defcri^tlon. 

^le  fucceed'wg  Extra5ls  are  Jdeclcd  from  a  JVork  re- 
eeniJy  puhhftied^  entitled^  "  A  Rtfidence  hi  France, 
"  during  the  Years  1792,  1793,  1794,  «W  ]'/g^,de- 
*'  Jcr'ihed  in  a  Series  of  Letters  from  an  RngTtJk 
"  Lady.'^   2  vo/s.  Zvo. 

Vol.  n.  Page  14. — The  whole  town  of  Bedouin, 
in  the  South  of  France,  was  burnt  purfuant  to  a  de- 
cree of  the  Convention,  to  expiate  the  imprudence 
of  fome  of  its  inhabitants  in  having  cut  down  a  dead 
tree  of  liberty.  Above  lixty  people  were  guillo- 
tined as  accomplices,  and  their  bodies  thrown  into 
pits,  dug  by  order  of  the  Reprefentative  Maignet, 
then  on  milFion,  before  their  death.  Thele  execu- 
tions were  fucceeded  by  a  conflagration  of  all  the 
houfes,  and  the  imprifonment  or  difperfion  of  their 
pofleflbrs.  It  is  likewife  worthy  of  remark,  that 
many  of  thefe  lafi  were  obliged,  by  exprefs  order  of 
Maignet,  to  be  fpediators  of  the  murder  of  their 
iViends  and  relations. 

Pages  ^^,  56. — The  following  is  the  Copy  of  a 
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Letter  addrefTed  to  the  Mayor  of  Paris,  by  a  Com- 
miffary  of  the  Government  at  Angers : 

You  will  give  us  pleafure  by  tranfmitting  the 
details  of  your  fete  at  Paris  laft  decade,  with  the 
''  hymns  that  were  fung.  Here  we  all  cried,  '  Five 
'*  /ii  Rej-'iibUque  /'  as  we  ever  do.  when  our  holy  mo- 
"  ther  Guillotine  is  at  v/ork.  Within  thefe  three 
days  Ihe  has  fliaved  eleven  priefls,  one  ci-devant 
noble,  a  nun,  a  general,  and  a  fuperb  Englifh- 
man,  fix  feet  high;  and  as  he  was  too  tall  by  a 
head,  we  have  put  that  into  a  fack.  At  the  fame 
"  time  eight  hundred  rebels  were  fhot  at  the  Pont 
"  de  Ce,  and  their  carcaffes  thrown  into  the  Loire! 
"  I  underftand  the  army  is  on  the  track  of  the  run- 
*'  aways.  All  we  overtake  we  llioot  on  the  fpot, 
"  and  in  fuch  numbers  that  the  ways  are  heaped 
"  with  them." 

About  this  time  a  woman  who  fold  newfpapers, 
and  the  printer  of  them,  v.ere  guillotined  for  para- 
graphs deemed  i?iciviqties. 

Page  100. — A  farmer  was  guillotined,  becaufc 
ibme  blades  of  corn  appeared  growing  in  one  of 
his  ponds  ;  from  which  circumllance  it  was  inferred 
that  he  had  thrown  in  a  large  quantity,  in  order  to 
promote  a  fcarcity ;  though  it  was  fubftantially 
proved  on  his  trial,  that  at  the  preceding  harvelt  the 
grain  of  an  adjoining  field  had  been  got  in  during  a 
high  wind,  and  that  in  all  probability  Ibme  fcattcred 
ears  which  reached  the  water  had  produced  what  was 
deemed  fufhcient  teflimony  to  convicl  him.  Another 
underwent  the  fame  puniibment  for  purfuing  his 
ufual  courfe  of  tillage,  and  growing  part  of  his 
ground  with  lucerne,  inftead  of  devoting  the  whole 
to  wheat. 

Pages  iiT,  111,  123. — T  have  already  noticed  the 
cruel  and  ferocious  temper  of  Le  Bon,  and  the  maf- 
iacres  of  his  tribunals  are  already  well  known.  I 
will  only  add  forae  circumflances   which  not  only 

may 
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may  be  confidered  as  chara^leriftic  of  this  tyrant, 
but  of  the  times,  and  I  fear  I  may  add,  of  the  peo^ 
pie,  who  fuffcred  and  even  applauded  tiiem.  They 
are  feleded  from  many  others  not  fulceptible  of  being 
defcribed  in  lanfruajie  fit  for  an  F^n^lifh  reader. 

Being  one  day  amuling  himfelf,  as  ufual,  with  a 
fight  of  the  gidllot'uLage,  where  feveral  had  alread)- 
futf'ered,  one  of  the  viclims  having,  from  a  very 
natural  emotion,  averted  his  eyes,  while  he  placed 
his  body  in  the  pofture  required,  the  executioner 
perceived  it,  and  going  to  the  fack  v/hich  contained 
the  heads  of  thofejuft  facrificed,  took  one  out,  and 
with  the  moft  horrid  imprecations  obliged  the  un- 
happy wretch  to  kifs  it :  yet  Le  Bon  not  only  permit- 
ted, but  fanftioned  this,  by  dining  daily  with  the 
hangman.  He  was  afterwards  reproached  with  this 
familiarity  in  the  Convention,  but  defended  himfcif 
by  faying — "  A  fimilar  a61:  of  Lequinio's  was  infert- 
*'  cd  by  your  orders  in  the  bulletin  with  honourable 
"  mention,  and  your  decrees  have  invariably  confe- 
*'  crated  the  principles  on  which  I  a6led."  They  all 
felt  for  a  moment  the  dominion  of  confcience,  and 
were  filcnt.  On  another  occalion,  he  fufpended  an 
execution,  while  the  lavages,  whom  he  kept  in  pay, 
threw  dirt  on  the  prifoners,  and  intuited  them  pre- 
vious to  their  fuffering. 

When  any  of  his  colleagues  paffed  through  Arras, 
he  always  propofed  their  joining  with  him  in  a 
*'  partie  de  guillotine  ;"  and  the  executions  were 
perpetrated  in  a  fmall  fquare  at  Arras,  rather  than  in 
the  great  one,  that  Inmfelf,  his  wife  and  relations, 
might  more  commodioufly  enjoy  the  fpe6^acle  from 
the  balcony  of  the  theatre,  where  they  took  their 
coifee,  attended  by  a  band  of  mutic,  which  played 
while  this  human  butchery  lafted. 

The  Convention,  the  Committees,  all  France, 
were  well  acquainted  with  the  condu6l  of  Le  Bon. 
He  himfelf  began  to  fear  he  might  have  exceeded  the 

limits 
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limits  of  hiscommiliion  ;  and  upon  communicating 
lomc  fcruples  of  this  kind  to  liis  employers,  received 
the  following  letters,  which,  though  they  do  not 
exculpate  him,  certainly  render  the  Committee  of 
Public  Welfare  more  criminal  than  himfelf. 
"  Citizen, 
"  The  Committee  of  Public  Welfare  approve  the 
meafures  5^ou  have  adopted,  at  the  fame  tim.e  that 
they  deem  the  warrant  which  you  iblicit  to  be  unne- 
ceiiary  ;  fuch  meafures  being  not  only  allowable,  but 
enjoined  by  the  very  nature  of  your  million.  No 
conhderation  ought  to  ftand  in  the  way  of  your  re- 
volutionary progrefs.  Give  free  Icope  therefore  to 
your  energy  ;  the  powers  you  are  invefted  with  are 
unlimited,  and  zvhalever  you  may  deem  conducive 
to  the  public  good,  you  are  free,  you  are  even  called 
upon  by  duty,  to  carry  into  execution  without  delay. 
We  here  tranfmit  you  an  order  of  the  Committee, 
by  which  your  powers  are  extended  to  the  neigh- 
bouring departments.  Armed  with  fuch  means,  and 
with  your  energy,  you  will  go  on  to  confound  the 
enemies  of  the  Republic,  with  the  very  fchemcs 
they  have  projedfed  for  itsdetlrudion. 

"  Carnot. 

"  Barrere. 

"  R.   LiNDET." 

Kxtra6i  from  another  Letter^  figf^^d  Billaud-  Varenms, 
Carnot^  and  Barrere. 

*'  There  is  no  commutation  for  offences  a^ainfi  a 
republic.  Death  alone  can  expiate  them  !  Purfue 
the  traitors  with  fire  and  fword ;  and  continue  to 
march  with  courage  in  the  revolutionary  track  you 
have  defcribed." 

Page  176. — So  late  as  the  7th  Thcrmidor  (J\^\y 
2,5),  Barrere  made  a  pompous  eulogium  on  Robe- 
fpierre,  and  in  a  long  account  on  the  ftateofthe 
country,  he  acknowledges  that  *'  Ibme  little  clouds 
*'  hang  over  the  political  horizon,  but  they  will  foon 
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**  be  dilperfed,  by  the  union  which  fubfifts  In  the 
"  Committees ;  above  all,  by  a  more  fpeedy  trial 
"  and  execution  of  revolulionary  criminals."  It  is 
difficult  to  imagine  what  new  means  of  difpatch  this 
airy  barbarian  had  contrived ;  for,  in  the  fix  months 
preceding  this  harangue,  twelve  hundred  and  fifty 
had  been  guillotined  in  Paris  alone. 

Page  158.— It  was  Tallien's  boafl  to  have  guillo- 
tined none  but  ariftocrats  ;  and  of  this  part  of  his 
merit  I  am  willing  to  leave  him  in  poirelhon.  At 
Toulon  he  was  charged  with  the  punilhment  of  thofe 
who  had  given  up  the  town  to  the  Englifh  ;  but 
finding,  as  he  alleged,  nearly  all  the  inhabitants 
involved,  he  feleded  about  tv/o  hundred  of  the 
richeft  ;  and,  that  the  horrid  bulinefs  might  wear  an 
appearance  of  regularity,  the  patriots^  that  is,  the 
moil  notorious  Jacobins,  were  ordered  to  give  their 
opinion  on  the  guilt  of  thefe  vidlims,  who  v^'cre 
brought  out  into  an  open  field  for  that  purpofe. 
With fuch  judges  the  fentence  was  foon  paiTcd,  and  a 
fiifillade  took  place  on  the  fpot.  It  was  on  this  occa- 
fion  that  Tallien  made  particular  boafl  of  his  huma- 
nity ;  and  in  the  lame  publication  wherein  he  relates 
the  circumftance,  he  expofcs  the  atrocious  conduct  of 
the  Englifh  at  Toulon.  The  cruelty  of  thefe  barba- 
rians not  being  fufficiently  gratified  by  difpatching 
their  victims  the  fhorteft  way,  they  hung  up  many 
of  them  by  their  chins,  on  hooks  at  the  fhambles, 
and  left  them  to  die  at  their  Icifure.  See  "^  Mitrail- 
'^  lades,  Fufillades,"  a  recriminating  pamphlet,  ad- 
dreffed  bv  Tallien  to  Collot  d'Herbois.  The  title 
alludes  to  Collot's  exploits  at  Lyons. 

Page  174. — TheMarefchalle  de  Biron,  a  very  old 
and  infirm  woman,  was  taken  to  the  Luxembourg 
at  Paris,  where  her  daughter-in-law,  the  Dutchefs, 
was  alfo  confined.  A  cart  arriving  at  that  prifon  to 
conve)^  a  number  of  viftims  to  the  tribunal,  the  lift, 
in  the  coarfe  dialedl  of  rcpublicanifm,  contained  the 
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name  of  La  Femme  Biron.  "  But  there  are  two  of 
"  them,"  faid  the  keeper  :  '*  Then  bring  them  both." 
The  aged  Marefchalle,  who  was  at  fuppcr,  concluded 
her  meal  while  the  reft  were  preparing,  then  took 
up  her  book  of  devotion,  and  departed  cheerfully. 
The  next  day  both  mother  and  daughter  were  guil- 
lotined. 

Page  200. — ^The  Revolutionary  Tribunal  conti- 
nues fentencing  people  to  death,  on  pretexts  as  fri- 
volous as  in  the  time  of  Robelpierre  ;  they  have  onl^ 
the  advantage  of  being  tried  more  formally,  and  of 
forfeiting  their  lives  upon  proof,  inftead  of  without 
it,  for  actions  that  a  ftri6lly  adminiftered  juftice 
would  not  punifh  by  a  month's  imprifonment :  for 
inflance,  a  young  Monk,  for  writing //«j//V  letters, 
and  ligning  refolutions  in  favour  of  federalifm ; 
a  hoiier,  for  facilitating  the  return  of  an  emigrant ; 
a  man  of  ninety,  for  fpeaking  againft  the  revolution, 
and  difcrediting  the  affignats ;  a  contra61or,  tor  em- 
bezzling forage ;  people  of  various  defcriptions, 
for  obftrudling  the  recruitment,  or  infulting  the  tree 
of  liberty.  Thefe  and  many  iimilar  condemnations 
will  be  found  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Revolution- 
ary Tribunal,  long  after  the  death  of  Rohefpierre^ 
and  when  jujllu  and  humanity  were  faid  to  be  re- 
llored. 

Page  215,  216,  217. — Though  the  horror  excited 
by  fuch  atrocious  details  muft  be  ferviceablc  to  hu- 
manity, I  am  conftrained  by  decency  to  fpare  the 
reader  a  part  of  them.  Let  the  imagination,  how- 
ever repugnant,  paufe  for  a  moment  over  thefe 
fcenes.  Five,  or  eight  hundred  people,  of  different 
fexes,  ages,  and  conditions,  are  taken  from  their 
prifons  in  the  dreary  months  of  December  and  Ja- 
nuary, and  condudled,  during  the  lilence  of  the 
night,  to  the  banks  of  the  Loire.  The  agents  of  the 
Republic  there,  defpoil  them  of  their  clothes,  and 
force  them,  thivoring  and  defsncelefs,  to  enter  the 
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machines  prepared  for  their  deilrudlion.     They  are 
chained  down,  to  prevent  their  efcape  by  fwimming, 
and  then  the  bottom  is  detached  from  the  upper  part, 
and  funk.     On  fome  occafions,  the  miferable  vic- 
tims contrived  to  loofe  themfelves,  and  clinging  to 
the  boats  near  them,  fhriekcd  in  the  agonies  of  de- 
fpair  and  death,  "  Oh  fave  us !  it  is  not  even  now 
**  too  late ;  in  mercy  fave  us  !"     But  they  appealed 
to  wretches  to  whom  mercy  was  a  fl ranger  ;  and  be- 
ing cut  away  from  their  hold  by  ilrokes  of  the  fabre, 
they  perifhed  with  their  companions.     That  nothing 
jnight  be  wanting  to  thefe  outrages  againft  nature, 
they   were  defcribed   as  jefls,    and   called  noy tides, 
ivater-parties,  and  civic  laplifms  !    Carrier^  a  Deputy 
of  the  Convention,  ufed  to  dine  and  make  parties  o£ 
pleafure,  accompanied  by  mufic,  and  every  fpecies 
of  grofs  luxury,  on  board  the  barges  appropriated 
to  thofe  execrable  purpofes. 

At  one  time  lix  hundred  children  appear  to  have 
been  drowned ;  fix  young  people  of  both  fexes 
were  tied  in  pairs  and  thrown  into  the  river ;  thou- 
fands  were  fhot  on  the  high  roads  and  in  the  fields  ; 
and  vaft  numbers  were  guillotined  without  a  trial  ! 
Six  young  women,  in  particular,  lifters,  and  all  un- 
der four-and-twenty,  were  ordered  to  the  guillotine 
together:  the  youngeft  died  inftantly  of  fear,  the 
reft  were  executed  fucceflively. — A  child  eleven 
years  old,  who  had  previoufly  told  the  executioner, 
■with  afFec^'ing  limplicity,  that  he  hoped  he  v^'ould 
r>ot  hurt  him  much,  received  three  ftrokes  of  the 
guillotine  before  his  head  was  fevered  from  his 
body  ! 

Two  thoufand  pcrfons  died  in  Icfs  than  two 
tnonths  of  a  peftilence,  occasioned  by  this  carnage  : 
the  ail  became  infedled,  and  the  waters  of  the  Loire 
impoifuned  by  dead  bodies  ;  and  thofe  whom  tyranny 
yet  fpared,  perifhed  by  the  elements  wtiich  nature 
intended  for  their  fupport» 
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Vafl  fnms  were  exacted  from  the  Nantais  for  pu- 
rifying the  air,  and  taking  precautions  againft  epi- 
demical diforders. 

This  black  Hft  of  enormities  might  be  extended 
ahuofl  ad  infinitum,  but  it  is  deemed  expedient  to 
clofe  it,  at  leaft  for  the  prefent,  with  the  confeffion 
of  a  rtaunch  advocate  for  the  French  revolution,  a 
conftitution-monger,  a  legiflator,  and  a  judge — in 
fhort,  no  lefs  a  perfonage  than  Thomas  Paine,  who, 
in  his  malignant  attack  upon  General  Wafhington, 
for  the  firft  time  in  his  hfe  Humbled  upon  the  truth. 
"  To  fuch  a  pitch  of  rage  and  fufpicion  was  Robe- 
"  fpierreand  his  Committee"(of  which  be  it  obferved, 
Carnot,  the  actual  Prefident  of  the  Dire(9:ory,  was  a 
leading  member)  "  arrived,  that  it  feemed  as  if  they 
*'  feared  to  leave  a  man  alive.  No  man  could  count 
upon  his  life  for  tvjenty  hours.  One  hundred  and 
lixty-nine  prifoners  were  taken  out  of  the  Luxem- 
bourg in  one  night,  and  one  hundred  and  fixty  of 
them  were  guillotined.  In  the  next  Hft,  I  have 
"  good  reafon  to  believe  /  v:as  included.'' — -Finis 
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1  HE  reader  will  pleafe  to  reco]!e(ft,  that,  in  the 
Firft  Number  of  the  Cenfor,  1  brought  down  the 
proceedings  in  the  Hoyfe  of  Reprefentatives  to  the 
5th  of  January,  the  memorable  day  of  the  exhibi- 
tion of  the  French  flag.  I  (hould  not  now  have 
thought  of  returning  to  the  fame  fubje6l,  had  I  not 
been  led  to  it  by  an  attack  on  the  Prelident,  in  the 
anarchical  Aurora  of  Philadelphia. 

One  would  have  thought  that  giving  this  flag  a 
place  among  the  archives  of  the  United  States  would 
have  been  conferring  honour  enough  upon  it ;  but 
nothing  would  content  the  French- Aftieri cans,  who 
write  in  the  paper  I  have  juft  mentioned,  fhort  of 
its  being  hoifted  in  the  Congrefs  Chamber,  as  a 
trophy  of  the  vidtory  of  French  influence.  They 
cite  us  the  example  of  the  Convention :  but  let 
them  fay  under  what  circum (lances,  and  with  what 
motive,  our  flag  was  granted  a  confpicuous  place  in 
their  hall.  It  was  dilhonoured  by  being  fwung  up, 
gibbeted  up,  by  the  flde  of  the  flag  of  regenerated 
Geneva ;  a  flate  in  which  the  Convention  had 
cfl^abliflied  their  fyfl:em  of  pillage  and  murder,  and 
which  they  treated  as  a  conquered  country  rather 
than  as  an  independent  ally.  To  add  to  our  humilia- 
tion, a  duplicate,  as  I  may  call  it,  of  our  flag  was 
fent  to  Geneva,  and  there  exhibited  in  the  Conven- 
tion of  a  poor  little  degraded  nation  of  thirty  thou- 
fand  bodies,  I  will  not  call  them  fouls.  I'his  was 
faying  to  the  Genevefe,  See,  you  are  not  the  only 
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people  who  have  thrown  themfelves  on  our  pr<»- 
te6i:ing  power,  and  fent  us  a  pledge  of  their  fubmif- 
fion  to  our  prniciples. 

Thus,  by  the  indifcretion  (to  give  it  the  mildeft 
term)  of  our  ambaflador,  have  we  been  degraded 
in  the  eyes  of  even  Italians,  and  expofed  to  the 
gibes  of  the  little  fcandalizing  circles  of  the  leaft  re- 
fpe(£lable  people  in  Europe  :  and,  in  return  for  this 
cruel  infult,  we  are  called  upon  to  diftinguifh  the 
flag  of  the  Convention  with  a  place  in  the  public 
fittings  of  our  Legiflature,  and  by  this  a6l  acknow- 
ledge ourfelves  the  fupple  tools  of  our  infulters  ! — 
This  is  modern  patriot  ifm. 

Debate  on  the  Appropriations  for  the  Mint. 

January   i^tk, 

Mr.  Williams,  agreeably  to  notice  before  given, 
moved  to  ilrike  out  of  the  Appropriation  Bill  all  the 
fftofs  fum  appropriated  for  the  officers  of  the  Mint. 
^  Mr.  Sedgwick  (from  Majfachufetts)  thought  that 
the  courfe  which  the  Gentleman  is  purfuing  has 
never  been  adopted  before:  It  is  incorredt  to  difcufs 
the  merits  of  the  Mint  in  paffing  this  bill.  We 
might  as  well  take  up  the  falary  of  the  Chief  Juflice, 
or  any  other  article  in  the  bill,  as  the  Mint.  We 
never  would  have  done  at  this  rate.  We  are  now 
only  to  vote  for  tbe  hill,  as  agreeable  to  the  laws 
already  made.  Mr.  Sedgwick  faid,  that  if  the 
Gentleman  from  New-York  (Mr.  Williams)  would 
bring  forward  any  propofition  for  the  regulation,  or 
even  the  abolition,  of  the  eftablilhment  of  the  Mint, 
if  it  could  be  proved  produdive  of  public  benefit,  he, 
with  every  other  Gentleman,  would  give  him  their 
aid  to  effedl  the  objedl ;  but  that  now,  he  conceived, 
it  could  not  regularly  be  brought  forward.  He 
thought  an  appropriation  bill  lliould  be  conformed 
c'*a£tW  to  the  itate  of  the  public  engagements,  and 
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vViat  where  eftablifhments  had  been  formed  and 
falaries  provided,  the  amount  of  them  fhould  be  the 
prineiple  of  calculating  the  amount  of  appropria- 
tions ;  and  the  Houfe  ought  not,  by  withholding 
appropriations,  to  break  in  upon  and  deftroy  efta- 
blifhments formed  by  the  whele  Legiflature.  That 
thefe  obfervations  had  hitherto  been  fandVioncd  by 
the  practice  on  this  fubjed.  He  obferved,  that  if 
the  Houfc  was  to  inveftigate,  in  the  difcuiiion  of  an 
appropriation  bill,  the  amount  of  falaries  and  the 
legal  eftablifliments  of  Government,  the  public 
fervice  would  be  dangeroufly  deftroyed-  He  re- 
marked, that  it  was  to  be  obferved  that  no  appro- 
priation was  made,  for  any  purpofe,  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year. 

Mr.  Gallatin  (from  Geneva)  rofe  to  flate  a  ge- 
neral principle,  which  he  thought  it  of  importance 
to  lay  down  on  this  occafion,  left  the  decilion  on 
the  prefent  queftion,  grounded  on  a  difFerevnt  prin- 
ciple, fhould,  on  fome  future  occafion,  be  brought 
forward.  The  principle  was,  that  this  Houfe  has  a 
rights  by  ivUhholding  appropriations  vjhen  they  fee 
proper,  to  fop  the  ^ivheels  of  Qovcrtuncnt.  This,  he 
laid,  was  plainly  to  be  inferred  from  the  pra6lice  of 
the  Houfe,  in  their  pafTing  annually  an  appropria- 
tion law.  He  obferved,  that  in  one  inftance  the 
Houfe  had  departed  from  that  principle.  In  refpe(5^ 
to  the  payment  of  the  interell  on  the  public  debt, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  public  credit,  the  Houfe  had 
thought  it  neceffary  to  give  up  that  right.  If  this 
principle  is  not  juft,  it  would  be  beft  to  make  a 
permanent  provifion  at  once. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  faid,  th^t  he  had  certainly  no  In- 
tention to  have  given  occafion  to  the  obfervations 
which  had  been  made ;  but  as  the  general  principle 
which  he  had  laid  down  had  been  denied,  and  as  it 
had  fome  relation,  either  intimate  or  remote,  to  the 
fybje^l  before  the  Committee,  he  would  take  the 
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liberty  to  repeat,  the  principle,  and  to  fay  a  few 
words  in  fupport  of  it. 

The  principle,  then,  which  he  had  afTumcd,  was, 
tlint  when  legal  eflabliihments  were  made,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Legiflature  to  make  appropriations  con- 
formably to  the  public  engagements,  and  that  neither 
branch  had  a  right  to  withhold  its  affenl.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  whole  Legiflature,  and  not  a  part, 
were  competent  to  form  contrails,  and  to  cfl^ablith 
and  alter  compenfations  and  falaries.  The  Legifla- 
ture, and  not  either  branch  of  it,  had  the  power  of. 
expreffing  the  public  will,  and  pledging  the  public 
faith  :  that  when  a  falary  is  afcertained,  the  public 
faith  is  pledged  that  it  fliall  be  paid  according  to  the 
flipulation  ;  and  that  therefore  the  public  credit  is 
involved  in  making  the  neceffary  appropriations, 
without  which  it  could  not  be  paid.  He  afked,  if 
in  fuch  cafe  it  was  competent  to  the  Houfe  rightfully 
to  withhold  the  means  necelTary  for  the  performance 
of  the  public  engagements. 

He  faid,  he  had  always  fuppofed  that  the  power 
of  the  Houfe,  in  the  cafe  of  appropriations,  did  not 
give  a  power  to  yield  or  withhold  affent  on  fuch  a 
fubjecl.  He  believed  in  every  fuch  inflance  the 
exercife  of  difcretion  was  reflrained.  To  illuflrate 
his  ideas,  he  could  mention  a  fimilar  inftance.  The 
Conftitution  had  declared,  that  the  Pretident  lliould 
receive  a  ftated  compenfation  for  his  fervices,  to  be 
afcertained  by  law,  which  could  neither  be  dimi- 
nilTied  nor  enlarged  during  the  term  for  v/hich  he 
Ihould  have  been  elected.  Here  was  a  duty  impofed 
on  the  Legiflature,  with  the  performance  of  which 
they  could  not,  they  had  no  power  to  difpenfe. 
Yet  after  the  compenfation  was  fl-ated,  no  payment 
could  be  made  but  in  confequence  of  appropriating. 
He  afked,  if,  in  this  cafe,  when  the  public  will  was 
expreffed,  the  engagement  and  the  national  faith 
pledged,  the  Legiflature  could  of  right  withhold  the 
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neceiTary  appropriation  ?  The  fame  obiervations 
might,  he  faid,  be  applied  to  every  inliance  where 
public  controls  were  formed.  The  public  faith  was 
pledged  ;  the  necelTary  appropriations  miifl  be  made 
to  prevent  a  violation  of  it,  and,  if  withheld,  fuch 
violation  might  juftly  be  charged  on  the  Legiflature. 

Here  a  long  converfation  took  place  with  refpedl 
to  the  expediency  of  the  propofed  meafure,  on  the 
advantages  and  difadvantages  of  a  Mint,  &c.  After 
which  Mr.  Lhmgjion,  whom  we  ihall  by  and  by 
fee  making  a  conliderable  figure  in  the  field  of  op- 
pofition  to  the  Government,  made  a  motion  for  the 
Jlr'iking  out  the  whole  appropriation  for  the  Mint, 

Mr.  Murray  (from  Maryland)  faid,  that  had  the 
Gentleman  from  New -York  moved  for  delay,  for 
the  purpote  of  introducing  a  motion  to  repeal  the 
law  which  rendered  this  appropriation  necefTary,  he 
would  not  have  troubled  the  Houfe  with  a  fingle 
remark  ;  but  his  motion  to  flrike  out  an  appropria- 
tion, for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  the  policy  of  the 
law  itfelf  into  difcuffion,   contained  a  principle  in 
his  mind  fo  repugnant  to  the  great  legiflative  duties 
of  the  Houfe,  that  he  v/ould  oppofe  it.     The  objedt 
of  the  appropriation  is  not  a  temporary  one,  but  a 
part  of  the  machinery  of  our  Government,  under 
the  exprefs  authority  of  the   Conflitution,   by  law. 
The  do6trine  now  contended  for  by  the  Gentlemen 
from  New-York  and  Pennfylvania  (Mr.  Livingflon 
and  Mr.  Gallatin)  was,  that  this  Houfe  have  a  dif- 
cretionary  power  of  appropriating,  or  not.     To  this 
doctrine,  taken  in  the  extent  which  he  conceived 
they  contended  for,  he  could  not  give  his  fupport. . 
On  the  contrary,  he  thought,  that  in  all  cafes  where 
an  appropriation  flowed  from  a  law  to  make  good  a 
contra6l,  or  to  eredl  a  permanent  organ  in  the  Go- 
vernment, and  from  any  law  whofe  objedt  was  per- 
manent, the  true  do6trine  was,  that  it  was  the  duty 
©t  the  Houfe  to  vote  an  appropriation.     A  law  is  the 
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wHl  of  the  nation  ;  the  fame  powers  only  that  formed 
it  can  repeal  it.  If  it  be  a  conftitutional  a(5l,  no 
power  can  lawfully  obllrucl  its  operation  or  its  ex- 
iftence.  But  attending  to  the  dodlrine  maintained 
lo-day,  it  would  follow,  that  though  this  Honfe  had 
not  the.  power  of  repealing  a  law  made  by  all  the 
branches  of  Government,  it  may  obftru61:  its  opera- 
lions  and  render  it  a  dead  letter :  though  it  cannot 
repeal,  it  may  do  what  Ihall  amount  to  a  repeal, 
which  is  the  alTumption  of  a  power  almoft  equal  to 
that  of  exclufive  legiflation.  He  thought  he  faw  in 
this  an  evil  of  great  extent,  and  an  anarchy  of  theo- 
retic principles.  It  appeared  to  hini^  that  thongh 
we  originate  money-bills,  we  had  no  right  to  refufe 
an  appropriation  to  exifiing  laws  that  either  fecured 
a  debt  or  any  contract,  or  that  related  to  objects 
permanent  by  tiie  law  that  created  or  acknowledged 
them,  as  long  as  the  law  itfelf  remained  unrepealedo 
We  had  but  a  fhare  of  legiflative  power.  Where  a 
law,  relative  to  fuch  objedls  as  he  had  alluded  to, 
exifted,  from  which  an  appropriation  followed  till 
the  law  ceafed,  by  repeal  or  by  other  conftitutional 
means,  it  was  obligatory  upon  us,  as  well  as  upon 
our  conftituents  ;  and  the  only  powers  we  could  ex- 
ercife,  of  a  difcretionary  fort,  relblved  themfelves 
either  into  the  mode  of  making  good  the  appropria- 
tion, or  of  voting  for  its  repeal.  The  other  branches 
would  then  judge  of  the  propriety  of  our  pro- 
ceeding ;  -but  till  they,  who  aflifted  in  its  enadting, 
judged  with  us  the  neceffity  of  doing  it  away,  a 
duty  refulted  that  we  fhould  give  it  the  energy  in- 
tended by  its  enadlion. 

The  appropriation  for  the  Mint  was  finally  pafTed. 

Remarks. — ^The  firfl:  three  items  in  the  Appro- 
priation Bill  were  as  follows : 
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For  Gompeniiition  to  the  Prefident  of  the      Dollars, 
United  States  .  „  -      25,000 

To  the  Vice-prefident      -  -  ,        5,000 

To  the  Members  of  the  Senate     -  -      38,000 

Now,  would  it  not  have  been  much  the  fhorteft  , 
way  for  Mr.  Livingjion  to  move  for  ftriking  out  thefe 
three  items  ?  This  would  have  been  coming  to  the 
mark  at  once.  By  only  three  flrokes  of  the  **  Calm 
Ohferver's"  pen,  the  tree,  the  independent,  the  be- 
neficent Government  of  the  United  States  might  have 
been  changed  into  a  National  Convention  ;  and  in 
the  fame  number  of  days  we  might  have  feen  our 
llreets  patrolled  by  revolutionary  ruffians,  our  pro- 
perty expofed  to  requifitlons  and  our  heads  to  the 
guillotine. 

But  it  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  the 
merits  of  a  motion  at  once  the  height  of  malevolence 
and  abfurdity  :  I  have  introduced  this  debate  merely 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  introducing  the  principle 
laid  down  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  Mr.  Gallatin  along 
with  it. 

This  gentleman  tells  us,  that  the  Honfe  of  Re- 
prefentatives  "  have  a  right,  by  withholding  appro- 
"  priations  ivhen  they  fee  prope7',  to  Jlop  the  wheels  of 
*'  Government.'"  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  where 
he  learnt  this  :  whether  from  liis  comnanions  iu 
Braddock's  Field,  or  from  their  correfpondents,  the 
corrupted  flour -merchants  in  Philadelphia.  They, 
mdeed,  were  well  verfed  in  flopping  the  wheels  of 
Government  by  the  agency  of  appropriations. 

When  Mr.  Gallatin  rofe  from  his  feat  to  broach 
this  clogging  principle,  there  was  an  old  farmer 
litting  belide  me,  to  whom  the  perfon  of  the  orator 
feemed  familiar:  "Ah,  ah!"  fays  he,  "what's 
*'  little  Moles  in  Congrefs  ?"  I  Iharply  reprimanded 
him  for  taking  one  of  our  reprclentatives  for  a  Jew  ; 
but,  \o  confefs  a  truth,  the  Gentleman  from  Geneva 
^as  an  accent  not  unlike  that  uf  a  Nvandering  Iliraelite. 
2  It 
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It  is  neither  Italian,  German,  nor  French  ;  and  were 
it  not  a  fort  of  leze  repubhcanifm,  1  would  fay  he 
clipped  the  King's  Englifh  moft  unmercifully.  Such 
an  accent  is  admirably  adapted  for  extolling  the  va- 
lue of  leaden  buckles,  or  tor  augmenting  the  dif- 
cordant  howhngs  of  a  lynagogue  ;  but  it  throws  a 
certain  air  of  ridicule  over  the  debates  of  a  legiflative 
affembly,  and  forms  a  fort  of  burlefque  on  the  har- 
monious eloquence  of  the  other  members. 

When  I  told  the  good  jog-trot  to  take  care  what 
he  was  faying,  for  that  the  perfonage  then  on  his  legs 
was  no  other  than  the  great  Gallatin,  he  opened  his 
eyes,  and  with  a  look  and  voice  expreflive  of  an  honefl 
indignation,  "  What  !"  fays  he,  '^  that  fame  Gal- 
*'  latin  who  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  weflern 
*'  infurre61ion  ?*'  I  could  not  help  fmiling  at  the 
fimplicity  of  my  country  friend,  in  not  perceiving 
that  fuch  a  circumftance  was  the  higheft  proof  of 
Mr.  Gallatin's  patriotifm,  and  the  only  one  that  re- 
commended him  to  the  fufFrages  of  his  conftituents. 
*'  No  wonder,"  lays  the  farmer,  "  that  he  wants  to 
**  ilop  the  wheels  of  Government.  I  wifh  he'd  at- 
*"  tempt  to  flop  the  wheels  of  my  waggon  as  I  am 
*'  going  dcwn  hill."  God  forgive  me,  but  I  believe 
I  faid  Amen. 

Mr.  Gallatin  has  been  accufed  of  inconfiftency  i- 
but  here  I  cannot  join  the  enemies  of  that  gentle- 
man. Whatever  a  man  may  be,  I  love  to  do  him 
ample  jufl:ice.  This  is  a  principle  fo  llrongly  im- 
printed in  my  breafl:,  that  it  induces  me  to  under- 
\y  take  the  defence  of  Mr.  Gallatin's  confiftency, 
though  I  have  not  the  higheft  refpe6l  for  his  general 
conduct  or  for  his  character. 

We  might  follow  this  gentleman  through  his  poli- 
tical career  from  the  day  of  his  difembarkation  to 
the  preient  feffion  of  Congrefs ;  but  it  will  not,  I 
imagine,  be  neceflary  to  go  further  back  than  the 
weflern  rebellion. 

So 
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-  So  early  as  the  21ft  of  July,  179T,  wc  iind  bini 
Clerk,  to  a  meeting  for  oppoiing  the  excifc  law,  or, 
in  other  words,  "  flopping  the  wheels  of  Govern- 
**  ment." — On  the  2 ill:  of  April,  1792,  we  find 
this  adjourned  meeting  declaring,  *'  That  whereas 
*'  fome  men  may  be  found  among  us,  {o  far  loll:  to 
**  every  fenfe  of  virtue,  and  feeling  for  the  diftrelfes 
"  of  our  country,  as  to  accept  the  office  for  the 
"  collection  of  the  duty; 

"  Refolved,  therefore,  that  in  future  we  will 
"  conlider  fuch  perfons  as  unworthy  of  our  fricnd- 
"  fhip,  have  no  intercourfe  or  dealings  with  them, 
**  withdraw  from  them  every  afiillance,  and  Tciih- 
*'  hold  all  the  comforts  of  life,  v>  hich  depend  upon 
'*  thofe  duties  which  as  men  and  fellow-citizens  we 
owe  to  each  other,  and  upon  all  occalions  treat 
them  with  that  contempt  they  deferve  ;  and  that 
it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  mofi:  earneflly  recoynnmided 
to  the  people  at  large,  to  follow  the  fame  line  of 
*'  condu6l  towards  them." 

Thus,  then,  I  think  here  is  no  inconfiftency;  no 
change  of  principles.  The  man  that  could  draw  up 
a  refolution  like  this,  cannot  be  laid  to  have  aban- 
doned his  principles,  when  he  declares  that  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  may  flop  the  wheels  of 
Government,  when  they  fee  proper,  by  withholding 
appropriations. 

It  is  faid,  indeed,  that  Mr.  Gallatin  hasfince  re- 
pented of  his  infurrec^ibn  condut^,  that  he  called 
the  above-quoted  refolution  his  "  political  tin,"  and 
we  all  know  that  he  figned  a  promifc  of  fubmiffion 
to  the  laws ;  but  let  it  be  remembered,  that  he 
never  talked  about  this  political  fin,  until  he  came 
down  to  Philadelphia,  and  that  his  promife  of  ibb- 
miffion  to  the  laws  was  not  made,  until  he  law  that 
reliftance  was  in  vain,  and  that  it  was  the  only  way 
of  availing  himfelf  of  the  amnefty,  and  faving  his 
parcafs  from  a  loalhfome  dungeon.     And,  if  he  did 

leave 
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leave  his  poor  deluded  adherents  in  the  lurch,  and 
even  lacrifice  them  to  his  own  fafety,  this  is  no  more 
than  every  rebelhous  ringleader  is  ready  to  do,  when 
the  moment  of  danger  arrives.  It  is  by  no  means 
a  proof  of  inconfillency  in  the  Gentleman  from  Ge- 
neva. It  is,  to  ufe  the  w^ords  of  a  late  political 
writer,  *'  'varyhig  his  means  to  preferve  the  jimty  of  Ins 
*'  end."  When  overturning  a  government,  or  top- 
ping its  wheels,  is  the  fole  objec!:!:  of  a  patriot,  lb 
Jong  as  he  keeps  fleadily  towards  the  point,  whether 
by  open  rebellion,  confefling  his  political  fin,  pre- 
tending fubmillion,  lurching  his  aflbciates,  or  with- 
holding appropriations,  he  can  never  be  jurtly 
charged  with  inconliflency. 

Debate  an  the  AppoinUnmit  of  a  Stenographer. 
V  January  igth. 

On  the  28th  a  report  of  the  Stenographlcal  Com- 
mittee was  given  in,  fpecifying  that  the  Committee 
Lad  received  propolals  from  Mr.  David  Robert/on  of 
Virginia,  whofe  demand  for  one  feliion  was  4000 
dollars.  The  report  became  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  29th,  when  a  refolution  was  propofed  in  favour 
of  the  appointment. 

I  Ihall  choofe  from  this  debate  what  fell  from  Mr. 
Swanwick  and  Mr.  William  Smith,  as  appearing  to 
me  to  comprife  nearly  all  that  was  urged  on  both 
fides. 

Mr.  Swanwick  (from  PennfyJvania).  As  to  the 
gentleman  who  is  the  lubjecfl  of  the  retblution,  if  I 
have  more  lirenuoully  than  ufual  oppofed  the  mo- 
tion, it  is  from  a  defire  to  keep  him  from  quitting 
the  lucrative  ntuation  he  is  faid  to  find  himlelf  in, 
to  embark  on  the  fi:ormy  fea  he  is  contemplating. 
To  be  the  organ  of  the  members  of  this  Houfe  to 
their  conftituents  is  indeed  a  very  delicate  tafk  ;  one 
for  which,  confidering  the  danger  he  might  be  in  of 
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sn  Orpheus's  fate,  that  of  being  torn  to  pieces,  the 
falary  is  but  a  poor  compenfatioii.  He  is  to  do  juf- 
tice  to  the  eloquence  of  fome  members — he  is  to 
clothe  in  an  elegant  drefs  the  uncouth,  yet  well- 
meaning  expreffions  of  others.  Bat  what  will  he  do 
with  the  lilent  members,  who  never  Ipeak  at  all  ? — 
What  will  their  conltituents  think  of  them  ?  In- 
deed, Sir,  if  he  had  the  idea  I  have  formed  of  his 
danger,  he  will  not  undertake  at  all.  Faclion  and 
party  have  been  mentioned — happy  Stenographer,  if 
he  can  keep  clear  of  thelb  !  i(  he  fall  into  their 
power,  inlenlibly  he  will  reprefent  one  tide  in  clouds 
and  darknels,  the  other  as  ornamented  with  the 
brighteft  beams  of  light.  How  will  he  pleafe  both  ? 
Mifreprefeniation  is  complained  of :  alas,  Sir,  how 
tjuick  is  error,  how  flow  is  the  progrefs  of  truth  in 
almofl  all  things  !  Our  Stenographer  muft  indeed  be 
a  wonder-working  man,  if  he  can  revert  this  tide, 
and  make  every  where  light,  and  corretft  reafoning 
prevail.  The  bell  mode  of  informing  our  contiiiu- 
cnts  is  by  the  Yeas  and  Nays  on  our  ads  ;  this  truly 
fhows,  as  a  gentleman  from  New-Hampfhire  has 
obfcrved,  our  doings,  which  are  much  more  inter- 
eft  ins;  to  them  than  our  abftradl  reafoninofs  ;  thefe 
our  conflituents  will  eafily  form  to  themfelves  ideas 
of  when  they  know  our  votes. 

Mr.  W.  Lyman  (MaJJachufetts)  faid,  that  if  this 
refolution  did  not  pafs,  it  would  be  adiijabh  to  fend 
all  the  Printers  to  the  gallery. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  (South  GaroVina)  faid  it  v/as  admit- 
ted on  all  fides,  that  it  was  highly  important  for  the 
.people  to  receive  the  mod  accurate  information  of 
the, proceedings  of  the  Houfe,  and  that  the  debates 
were  in  general  extremely  mifreprefented.  Was  it 
not  then  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  remedy  this  evil, 
and  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  would  tranlmit  to  the 
people  in  every  part  of  the  United  States,  the  moft 
accurate  information  of  the  condu61  of  their  repre- 
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fentatives  ?     The  Houfe  had  now  an  opportunity  of 
obtauiing   the   fcrviccs    of  a  gentleman    peculiarly 
diftinguifhed  for.  the  rare  talent  of  reporting  with 
accuracy  public  debates  :  the  compenfation   which 
would  be  adequate  to  fuch  ufeful  and  laborious  ler- 
vice    was  beyond   the   ability   of  any   printer;  the 
Houfe  ought  therefore  to  contribute  towards  it.   The 
fum  required  was  a  trifle  when  compared  with  the 
advantages ;  it    was  no  obje^l :  the   only   queflion 
then  was,  whether  the  Stenographer  ought  to  be  an 
ofKcer  of  the  Houfe;  in  that  capacity  he  certainly 
would  be  more  eafily  reftrained  from  thecommiflion 
of  any  wilful  mifreprefentation.     Mr.  Smith  did  not 
feel  the  force  of  the  objections   againll  the    report. 
It  had   been  faid,t]iat  although  the  members  were 
now  mifreprefented,  yet  they  had  it  in  their  power 
to  publifh  corrections  ;  but    thefe  corrections   were 
often  overlooked,  while  the    mifreprefentation   was 
operating  very  iniurioufly  to  the  character  of  the 
Member  :  this  was  generally  the  cafe  in   places  re- 
mote from  the  feat  of  government  ;  the  mangled  ac- 
eount  of  a  debate  was  republifhed  in  a  did  ant  pa- 
per, and  the  correClion,  if  it    reached   the  diltant 
printer,  was  generally  difregardcd.     Among  the  op- 
ponents to  the  report,  Mr.  Smith  laid  that  he  was 
furprifed  to  find  the  gentleman  who  rcprefented  this 
city   (Mr.  Swan  wick),  who  more   than    any  other 
Member  fhould   have   witlidrav/n  his  oppo'ition  to 
the    mcafure  propoled  ;  that  gentleman's   conftitu- 
ents  had  it  in  their  power  at  any  time  to  hear  the  de- 
bates of  Congrefs  ;   they  were  on    the  fpot  ;  ought 
he  not  then  in  candour  to  alHlt  in  facilitating  to  the 
remote  citizens  the    means   of   obtaining  the  beft 
knowledge  of  the  proceedings,  and  the  moil  correi"^ 
llatement  of  the   difcuflions  of  the  Houl'e  r  ought 
they,  from  their  reraotenefs,  to  be  kept  in  the  dark, 
or  to  be  furnifhed  with   lucli  light   as  would  only 
raiilead  ?     Had  they  not  a  claim  on  the  Houfe  to 

adopt 


MARCH,   1796.  259 

edopt  fiich  means  as  would  enable  the  citizens  in 
every  State  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  public  mea- 
fures  ?  'I'lie  Member  from  tliis  city  had  another  ex- 
clutive  advantage  ;  if  milVcprclentcd,  lie  could  cor- 
real the  error,  and  the  correction  will  be  read  ;  that 
was  not  the  cafe  with  the  members  of  remoter  States, 
whofe  reputation  miglit  be  injured  by  railreprclenta- 
tjon  without  a  fimilar  advantage  :  the  Member  from 
this  city  was  in  the  midft  of  his  conftituents ;  he 
had  daily  opportunities  of  fetting  right  any  miftate- 
ment  by  perfonal  explanation. 

Mr.  Smith  laid  he  did  not  a^ree  with  fome  £ren- 
tlemen,  that  it  was  (ufficicnt  for  the  people  to  know 
what  laws  were  pafled,  without  knowing  the  pre- 
vious difcnffions ;  bethought,  on  the  contrary,  the 
favourable  or  unfavourable  impreffion  of  a  law  on 
the  public  mind  would  depend  in  a  great  degree  on 
the  reafons  affigned  for  and  againft  it  in  debates,  and 
the  people  ought  to  knowthofe  reafons.  When  a  law 
pafles  impofing  a  tax,  would  not  the  people  be  re- 
conciled, if  they  faw,    from  the  difcuffions    of  the 
Houfe,  that  fuch  tax  was  unavoidable,  and  that  th(^ 
particular  mode  of  taxation   was  the   beft  which 
could  be  devifed  ?     And  ouirht  this  information  to 
depend  entirely  on  the  caprice  or  convenience  of  the 
teporters,  who  attended  when   it  pleafed  them,  and 
who  pubHfhed  juft  as  much  of  the  debates  as  thev 
found    leifure     or    patience   to   accomplifh  ?     Mr. 
Smith  faid,  he  was  convinced  that  the  errors  which 
had  excited  lb  much  complaint  were  not  the  eife6l  of 
defign,  but  merely  of  inadequacy  to  the  tailc  ;  very 
fcvv'  were  competent  to  fuch  a   bulinefs,  which  re- 
quired peculiar  fkill  in  (lenography,  very  laborious 
application,  and  a  clear  comprehenlion   of  the  fub- 
jec^  matter  of  debate.     It  could   not   be  expected 
that  perfons  thus  qualified  would  devote  their  whole 
time  to  this  buflnels  without  an  ample  reward.  The 
report  was  objcdtad  to  becaufe  there  was  novelty  in 
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the  plan  ;  it  was  true  (he  Houfe  of  Commons  of 
England  had  no  fVioh  oriicer,  hut  their  practice  was 
not  a  fit  precedent  for  us  on  this  occafion,  for  they 
admitted  no  penon  to  write  down  in  the  Houfe  their 
proceedings;  their  dchatcs  were  taken  from  memory. 
This  Houle  on  the  contrary  had,  from  its  firft  infti- 
tution,  facihtated,  hy  every  accommodation,  the  re- 
porting their  proceedings.  The  thing  was  not  alto- 
gether however  without  precedent  ;  during  the  ex- 
iflence  of  the  National  Affemhly  of  France  there 
were  officers  of  the  IJoufe  who  compofed  a  daily 
work  called  the  Logography,  which  was  an  exa(5l 
account  of  the  del)ates  of  that  body.  It  had  been 
alked,  vv'hat  control  the  Houte  were  to  have  over 
this  officer  ?  He  anfwered,  that  the  Stenographer 
would  be  liable  to  be  cenfured  or  dil'placed,  if  he 
fhould  be  guilty  of  wilful  mifrcprefcntation ;  it 
would  be  always  cafy  to  difcriminate  between  a  cafual 
inadvertence,  and  a  criminal  miltatement :  the  offi- 
cer's character  and  talents,  his  rcfponill)ility  to  the 
Houfe,  -and  his  oath  to  report  with  impartiality, 
would  be  a  fuffi-cient  pledge  of  his  accuracy.  Mr. 
Smith  lerioufly  believed,  that  the  character  of  the 
Houfe  had  fullered  from  the  erroneous  flatcmcnts 
which  had  gone  abroad  ;  he  wilhed  to  guard  againft 
tliisevll  in  tliture  ;  he  was  willing,  for  himlelf,  that 
every  lyllahle  he  uttered  v/ithin  thofe  walls  fhould 
be  carried  to  every  part  of  the  Union,  but  he  depre- 
cated mifreprefentation.  He  was  anxious  that  the 
truth  ihould  be  known,  in  relation  tc  every  a^l  of 
the  Government ;  for  he  was  as  iatisficd  that  the  af- 
fe61:ion  and  confidence  of  the  people  in  this  Govern- 
ment would  incrcale  with  the  promulgation  of  truth, 
as  that  whatever  it  had  lofl.  of  that  afFeclion  and 
confidence  was  owing  altogether  to  the  propagation 
of  detraction  and  calumny.  It  was  under  thefe  im- 
preffions  that  he  had  originally  brouglit  forward  the 
propolition,  and  that  he  nov/  recommended  tlic  re- 
port ; 
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port ;  and  having  heard  no  reafons  to  change  hi?  fen- 
timents  of  the  expediency  of  the  meafure,  helhoald 
perfifi:  in  fupporting  it. 

The  Committee  of  the  wliole  was  difeharged 
from  any  further  contidcrationof  the  fubje6t. 

Remarks. — Tlie  Houfc  had  nearly  got  upon  a 
rock  here,  which  they  would  have  found  it  diliicult 
to  get  off  from  in  fiifcty.  Perhaps  there  was  never  a 
relblution  propofed,  at  once  ib  apparently  trifling 
and  lb  pregnant  with  mifchief.  Let  any  man  retiect 
for  a  moment  on  the  flate  of  parties  in  this  country, 
and  he  will  look  with  affright  at  the  appointment  of 
an  officer,  invelted  with  the  power  of  disfiguring 
every  argument,  and  even  every  phrafe,  that  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Legillature  may  let  fall.  The  gentlemen 
who  fupported  the  refolution,  talk  of  his  being 
fworn  ;  and  did  we  live  in  thofe  good  old  times, 
when  oaths  were  fuperior  to  the  fpirit  of  party,  the 
argument  would  be  unanlvvcrable  :  but,  alas  !  thofe 
times  are  no  more.  Oaths  on  the  Evangelifls  are, 
in  this  enlightened  age,  little  more  than  mockery. 
The  members  of  the  prefent  Congrcfs  have  every 
man  of  them  fworn  to  maintain  the  Conflitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  yet  how  many  of  them  do 
we  fee  at  this  moment,  flraining  every  faculty  of  the 
raind  to  render  it  null  and  void  ?  What  then  could, 
be  hoped  from  a  Stenographer  ? 

Were  a  perfect  ftranger  to  liften  to  a  debate,  he 
would  contra6l  a  partiality  for  one  tide  or  the  ofber, 
before  it  was  half  over.  Every  man  in  a  popular 
government  has  his  party;  and  who  can  fuj  ;j.ofe 
that  the  Stenographer  would  not  have  his  ?  it  was 
faid  that  the  Houfe  had  a  check  upon  him,  in  their 
power  to  difmifs  him  from  his  office.  But  this 
muft  be  done  by  a  vote  of  the  Houfe,  and  therefore 
it  could  be  no  defence  for  a  Member  who  had  the 
misfortune  to  find  himfelf  in  a  minority. 

s  3  Indeed, 
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Indeed,  this  power  of  difmilTion  is  one  of  the 
worit  parts  of  the  plan ;  for,  as  the  Stenographer 
\vould  be  loath  to  quit  fo  lucrative  an  employment, 
he  would  of  neceflity  be  led  to  preferve  a  majority 
in  his  favour  ;  and  what  would  be  fo  fure  a  way  of 
doing  this  as  mifreprefenting  the  Ipeechcs  of  the  mi- 
nority ?  A  Member  might  complain  ;  but  the  Ste- 
nographer, fecure  in  his  majority,  would  laugh  at 
him.  Thus  might  a  man  of  talents  and  integrity 
be  officially  reprefented  as  a  fool  or  a  knave,  with- 
out having  the  poflibility  of  rcdrefs.  In  vain  would 
he  endeavour  to  juttify  himfclf :  the  fworn  Steno- 
grapher would  be  believed  before  him,  and  the 
Houfe,  by  a  lolemn  decifion,  v,ould  determine  that 
he  had  faid  what  he  never  dreamt  of. 

Should  au  officer  like  this  ever  enter  the  Houfe, 
it  is eaty  to  forefee  that  he  v*ill  not  be  long  wanted. 
The  very  light  of  fuch  a  tremendous  umpire  would 
frighten  avyay  all  freedom  of  I'peech.  It  is  true  the 
mem.bers  of  ihe  majority  might  prattle  away,  but 
thofe  of  the  other  lide  would  naturally  look  upon 
thenifelves  in  the  lituation  of  a  man  who  is  making 
a  depoiition.  One  party  only  would  dare  to  open 
their  mouths.  Where  there  is  no  oppolition  there 
can  be  no.  debate,  and,  of  courfe,  no  need  of  a 
Stenographer. 

il'/; .  Si/iith's  objection  to  citing  the  example  of  the 
Britilh  Houle  of  Commons  on  this  occaliondid  not 
appear  to  me  well-founded.  They  permit  no  one 
to  v/rite  down  their  words  after  them  ;  yet  I  believe 
it  will  be  allowed  that  their  debates  are  very  well  re- 
ported ;  and  this  is  a  pretty  good  proof  that  an  offi- 
cer for  that  purpofe  is  by  no  means  n^celTary. 

This  gentleman  mentioned  the  officers  of  the 
Logography  employed  by  the  fecond  National  Al- 
fembly  in  France.  Unfortunate  inilancc !  The 
French  Conftitution,  that  "  matter- piece  of  legif- 
"  latiqn,"  which  was  to  laft  as  long  as  the  round 
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world,  lafted  only  ten  months  and  ten  days  ;  and, 
among  tlie  engines  by  which  it  was  deftroyed,  the 
otHcc  of  the  Logography  claims  a  conlpicuous 
place.  There  were  ten  of  thcfc  reporters.  They 
wrote  in  the  literal  chara6ler  -.  one  took  the  firfl  {en- 
tencc,  another  the  fecond,  and  fo  on.  Ten  men 
were  much  more  difficult  to  warp  and  corrupt  than 
one  would  be,  and  yet  we  ever  fee  them  the  decided 
tools  of  the  ftrongell  party.  Members  complained 
of  mitVeprefentations,  and  had  the  fatisfacStion  to  fee 
their  complaints  Itill  more  disfigured  than  their 
fpeeches.  The  confequence  was,  the  few  real 
friends  of  theconftitution  were  obliged  to  hold  their 
tongues,  and  llitfer  the  inflammatory  harangues  of 
their  opponents  to  go  forth  among  the  people  uncon- 
tradidied. 

1  never  like  to  hear  the  examples  of  foreign  go- 
vernments applied  to  our  own,  particularly  the  ex- 
amples of  what  is  called  the  Government  of  France, 
I  was  aftonifhed  that  a  gentleman  of  Mr.  Smith's 
good  fenfe  and  good  intentions  Ihould  hold  up  for 
our  imitation,  or  even  mention  as  an  inftance,  one 
of  the  moll:  infidious  meafures  of  an  AfTcmbly,  vvho 
were  guilty  of  every  crime  under  heaven  ;  who,  after 
having  repeatedly  fvvorn  to  defend  with  their  lives, 
the  inviolability  of  their  Ibvereign,  coolly  planned 
an  infurre6lion  to  hurl  him  from  his  throne,  alter- 
wards  made  this  very  inturrecSlion  the  lubje6f  of  an 
article  of  accufation  againft  him,  and  decreed  that 
their  own  per  jury  ivas  a  inriue  ! 

Mr.  Lyman\  hint  for  driving  all  the  printers  out  of 
the  iloufe,  iinlefs  the  refoliition  paJJ'ed,  was  a  ftriking 
inftanee  of  the  domineering  Ipirit,  which  would  in- 
fallibly have  overborne  any  Stenographer  who  liad 
been  unfortunate  enough  to  accept  of  the  poll. 

This  hint  broke  out,  fome  days  after,  in  the  form 
of  a  refolution,  from  the  lips  of  Mr.  Heath  of  Vir^ 
ginia— "  Rcibivcd,  that,  until  a  Stenographer  be 
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"  appointed,  or  further  provilion  made  for  taking 
''  the  debates  of  this  Houfe,  no  printer  he  permitted 
*'  to  fuhVifn  ahjlracls  of  thefpeeches  of  members,  unJeJs 
*'  permitted  by  nieinhers  making  tlte  filmed  "^rhis  was 
the  fubltance  of  the  rcfululion,  and  a  curious  one 
it  is. 

Thefc  gentlemen  feem  to  have  been  determined 
to  force  their  harangues,  at  full  length,  down  our 
throats,  or  to  keep  us  in  a  fort  of  political  ftarva- 
tion.  We  muft  either  fwallow  them  by  dozens  of 
yards,  as  buffoons  do  ribands,  or  we  mull  never 
hav<i  a  tafte. 

I  wonder  where  Mr.  Lyman  learnt  a  do6lrine  like 
this.  Such  an  idea  could  certainly  never  be  engen- 
dered in  the  free  temperate  air  of  MalTachufetts. 
As  to  the  Gentleman  from  Virginia,  I  am  not  fur- 
prifcd  ;  for  we  know  that  when  a  fulky  negro  will 
not  lick  np  his  mefs  clean,  liowever  inlipid,  dif- 
gufting,  and  naufcous  it  may  be,  he  is  muzzled  till 
his  ftomaeh  comes  to.  But  are  we  Pennlylvanians 
to  be  treated  thus  ? — No,  no,  Mr.  Lleath  ;  when 
you  get  the  government  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Potomack,  you  may,  and  undoubtedly  will,  do 
what  you  pleafe  with  it ;  but  we  have  four  years  to 
live,  at  any  rate ;  be  not  in  fuch  hafte  to  muzzle  us 
then. 

Should  this  refolution  ever  reach  the  other  lide  of 
the  Atlantic,  what  idea  will  it  give  the  Englilh  pa- 
triots of  our  liberty  of  the  prefs  ?  If  a  Member  of 
the  Britifh  Ilonfeof  Commons  were  to  propofe  luch 
a  tyrannical  refolution,  1  fliould  not  wonder  to  hear 
of  his  being  ftoned  to  death.  Not  publifn  abtirac^s 
from  fpeeches  without  particular  permillion  !  The 
idea  was  certainly  imported  from  the  borders  of  the 
Talus  Meotis. 

Had  thefe  two  gentlemen  reftrided  the  prohibition 
to  their  ozvn  fpeeches,  I  believe  that  neither  the 
Houfe  nor  the  public  would  have  cared  much  about 
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the  matter  ;  for  neither  of  them  is  of  the  Ciceronian 
ftamp.  It  is  obfervablc,  that  thole  who  appeared 
moft  anxious  for  the  appointment  of  a  Stenogra- 
pher, if  we  except  one  or  two,  are  amongft  the  few 
vvhofe  fpeeches  can  do  them  no  fort  of  credit  willi 
any  party.  This  is  the  way  of  the  world.  Ani- 
mals, whether  endued  with  the  faculty  of  fpeech  or 
not,  leem  to  fly  in  the  face  of  nature.  The  ugly 
woman  is  everlaflingly  at  her  glals  ;  the  owl  thought 
her  frightful  brood  the  pretticll  little  creatures  in  the 
w^orld  ;  and  the  infipid  orator,  while  his  voice  is 
drowned  in  the  hemmings,  coughings,  and  faorings 
of  his  drowly  audience,  thinks  he  is  uttering  {ca- 
lences  that  ought  to  be  written  in  letters  of  gold. 

It  was  oblerved  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  that, 
if  the  printers  committed  errors,  gentlemen  might 
write  out  their  fpeeches  and  lend  them  to  the  prefs. 
To  this  Mr.  Nichols  replied,  that  he  w^as  above  do- 
ing any  fuch  thing. — For  my  part,  I  mud  confefs, 
that,  were  I  capable  of  making  a  fpeech,  I  fhould 
be  too  lazy  to  write  it  out  for  the  newfpapers  ;  but 
as  to  its  being  beneath  a  lawgiver,  I  fliall  fay  no- 
thing ;  for  we  have  an  example  before  our  eyes  of  a 
folio  orator  in  the  floufe  of  Affcmbly  of  Pebul^l-- 
vania,  who  is  fo  far  from  thinking  it  beneath  hiui  to 
write  out  his  fpeeches,  that  he  even  reads  them  from 
his  feat,  like  a  fchoolboy  from  his  bench.  I  allude 
here  to  one  Dodlor  Morpheus,  who,  finding  his 
neighbours  determined  not  to  die  under  his  hands, 
is  now  endeavouring  to  aHaliinate  the  State.  The 
State,  however,  teems  to  partake  of  the  obdinacy 
of  his  neighbours,  turning  a  deaf  ear  to  all  his  pre- 
fcriptions.  The  bolus  of  fedition  which  he  had 
kneaded  up  for  the  Aflembly,  did,  indeed,  at  firfl-, 
operate  as  a  provocative  on  fome  of  the  members 
from  Whifkyland  ;  but,  luckily,  the  foporific  qua- 
lities of  it  loon  became  predominant,  and^  at  Jafl^ 
ablolutely  irrefiHible.     At  the  end  of  the  fccond  pa, 
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ragraph  the  Chairman  was  perceived  to  yawn,  the 
tliirJ  rocked  him  off,  and  thefourth  laid  the  whole 
Aflembly  fail  afleep.  The  fifth  reached  the  door- 
keeper, at  the  further  end  of  the  pallage  ;  and  be-* 
fore  the  fixth  was  half  finifhed,  an  old  woman 
who  fells  apples  at  the  gate,  dropped  from  her  flool. 
The  political  Morpheus  continued  to  fpread  his  pop- 
pies-, till,  perceiving  the  effects  of  his  bolus,  he 
llunk  off  home  to  his  liver  nippy  and  four  crout. — 
Should  this  quack  in  politics  as  well  as  phytic  be 
fuffercd  to  continue  his  ledures,  the  Aflembly  of 
Pennfylvania  may  write  over  their  doors,  as  the 
French  do  over  thofe  of  their  burying-grounds : 
*'  This  is  the  place  of  everlafling  fleep  *." 

After  this  little  trip  to  the  Land  of  Nod,  let  us 
return  to  our  Stenographer. 

I  by  no  means  call  in  queftion  the  virtue  of  Mr. 
Robertfon,  the  officer  propofed :  on  the  contrary, 
I  fhould  llippofe  his  virtue  mufl  be  very  high  ;  for 
like  that  of  Fielding's  poftboy,  it  is  very  high  priced. 
If  it  l>e  equal  to  his  modefty,  it  is  certainly  beyond 
any  thing  realbnably  to  be  expecled  from  a  frail 
mortal.  The  humble  demand  ot  four  thoufand  dol- 
lars for  the  fclfion  is  not  a  great  deal  more  than  eight 
limes  as  much  as  any  Member  of  the  Houfe  re- 
ceives. The  very  mention  of  fuch  a  fum  cannot  fail 
to  bring  forth  fwarms  of  flenographers,  as  a  warm 
night  at  the  playhoufe  is  faid  to  hatch  comedians. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  article  without  reminding 
gentlemen  of  their  cruelty  to  my  poor  Caledonian 
iViend,  Callender.  How  was  he  mauled  1  how  was 
his  Regijier  torn  to  pieces  !  One  took  him  by  the 
wig,  another  by  the  ear ;  he  writhed  and  winced 
and  jumped  about,  as  the  French  fay,  like  a  frog 
iipon  a  gridiron.     I  much   queftion  if  he  were  in 

*  This  paflagc  alludes  to  Dk.  Lies. 
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greater  torture  when  the  conftables  of  Edinburgh 
were  ac  his  heels. — Oh  !  gentlemen  from  Virginia  1 
bow  could  you  fo  belabour  this  imported  patriot  ? 
A  man  that  has  not  only  forlworn  his  country,  but 
has  written,  or  rather  tranfcribcd,  two  whole  "  Po- 
litical Progrefles"  purely  to  curry  favour  with  you  ! 
Nay,  he  has  even  blafphemed  tlie  Prclident,  and 
jullified  the  non-payment  of  debts;  and  yet,  oh 
ingratitude  !  you  could  fmile  at  his  agonies  !  If  this 
be  the  way  you  treat  your  friends,  I  hope  I  Ihall 
never  be  numbered  amongft  them  ;  at  leaft  until 
your  manners  and  principles  change. 

One  gentleman  expreiled  a  good  deal  of  anxiety, 
left  the  "  Political  Regill-r"  fhould  dclcend  to  pof- 
terity  ;  but  let  him  quiet  his  fears  on  this  account; 
for,  whether  tiic  fpeeches  which  Callender  has  col- 
Je6led  were  wrilten  out  or  not,  they  arc  a  more  po- 
tent opiate  than  any  drug  that  was  ever  pounded  in 
the  mortar  of  Do6tor  Morpheus. ;  and  that  is  faying  a 
great  deal,  I  am  fure. 

Debate  qji  Half  ati  Hours  Adjournnient. 
February  22^/. 

Mr.  Smith  (from  South  CaroTma)  moved,  that  the 
Houfe  adjourn  for  half  an  hour,  in  order  to  give  the 
members  an  opportunity  of  congratulatin-!:  the  Pre- 
iident  of  the  United  Slates  on  the  return  of  his  birth- 
day. 

Strange  to  tell  !  this  motion  was  oppofed.  The 
ground  of  this  oppofition  was,  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  tloule  firfl  to  attend  to  the  (fifcharge  of  their 
legiflative  fun6tions,  before  they  attended  to  the 
paying  of  compliments.  It  was  faid,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  it  had  been  the  practice,  ever  iince  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  general  government,  for  the 
Houfe  to  make  a  fhort  adjournment,  for  the  purpofe 
weiitioned  in  the  motion^ 

After 
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After  fome  converfation  in  this  waj^,  Mr.  Gallaf'nt- 
moved,  that  the  words.  '•  half  an  hoiir^  be  Itruck. 
out. 

This  amendment  was  rejcdcd.  The  motion  was 
then  put,  and  loll : 

Ayes     3  8 
Noes    50 

Thus  was  it  determined,  by  a  majority  of  twelve, 
to  withhold  from  the  Prelidcnt  a  flight  compliment, 
whieh  he  had  been  accultomed  to  receive  from  the 
Houfe,  from  the  tirft  year  of  its  exiftence. 

I  was  but  too  right  in  faying,  that,  at  the  opening 
of  the  feffion,  "  he  faw,  even  among  thole  to  w-hom 
*'  he  addreficd  himfelf,  number?,  wdio  were  ready 
*•  to  prefent  him  the  cup  of  humiliation  filled  to  the 
*f  brim." 

The  excufe,  "that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe 
"  iirit  to  attend  to  the  difcharge  of  their  legiflr.iive 
*^  funclions,"  was  a  moll  miterable  fubterfuge. 
Half  an  hour  only  was  alked  for.  Heavens  !  how 
many  half  hours  have  been  idled  aw-ay  this  very  fef- 
fion ! — The  Speaker  fends  word  that  he  is  indifpofed. 
' — Adjourn  !  Adjourn  ! — And  this  is  repeated  day 
after  day.  What  would  have  been  eafier  than  to  ap- 
point a  Speaker  ^ro  tern,  if  members  were  fo  remifs 
in  the  *' difchar2;e  of  their  lejiiflative  fun6lions  ?" 
Yet  this  was  not  done,  nor,  I  believe,  propoled ; 
though  fome  one  of  thcfe  fifty  indefatigable  members 
was  certainly  prefent.  How  dificrcntly  do  men  izc 
the  fame  object,  under  different  circumflanccs  ! 
The  Speaker's  headach  adjourns  the  Houfe  for 
whole  days.  But  half  an  honr^  a  poor  thirty  mi- 
nutes, was  too  precious  to  be  waited  in  a  refpc6fful 
compliment  Xoi  the  Prefident  ! 

The    Gentleman    from  JVhifhyland  was,    without 
doubt,  afraid  that  the  motion  would  not  be  reject- 
ed altogether.     He  imagined  the  Houfe  had  not  fo 
far  got  the  better  of  p-ejudice,  as  to  come  to  an  un- 
qualified 
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qualified  determination  not  to  wait  on  the  Prcfi- 
dent  ;  he  therefore  propoled  to  leave  out  the  words, 
"  half  anhoicr.''''  If  tliis  amendment  had  paifed,  the 
Houfe  would  have  adjourned,  not  for  half  an  hour, 
but  for  the  whole  day  ;  but  then  it  would  have  feem- 
ed  that  they  did  it  for  their  own  pleafure  and  recrea- 
tion, and  not  for  the  purpofe  of  complimenting  Ge- 
neral Wafhington,  the  only.thingthat  Mr.  Gallatin 
feems  to  have  been  afraid  of. 

This  propoled  amendment  is  an  excellent  expla- 
nation of  the  ambiguous  excufe,  "  that  it  was  the 
*'  duty  of  the  Houfe  firft  to  attend  to  the  difcharge 
"  of  their  legiflative  fan(51:ions."  What  !  would 
their  duty  permit  them  to  fcparate  for  the  whole  day^ 
and  not  permit  them  to  feparate  for  half  aji  hour  ? 
Thefe  gentlemen  feem  to  count  time  as  the  French 
do  their  aflignats ;  a  thirtieth  part  is  more  valuable 
than  the  whole.  Mr.  Gallatin  appears  to  have 
fcorncd  the  fuhterfuge.  No  matter  how  much  time 
was  fpent,  or  in  what  manner,  fo  that  it  was  not  for 
the  exprefs  purpofe  of  waiting  on  the  Prciident ;  fo 
that  the  intuit  was  rendered  acute. 

What  muft  have  been  the  Prefident's  refleclrtions, 
when  he  read  the  flcetch  of  this  debate  ? 

When  I  compare  the  determinaiion  of  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentatives  of  this  day,  with  their  conduct 
and  that  of    the   people  at  the  time  of  the  Prefi- 
dent's inflallation,  1  blufh  for  them  both.     Flis  jour- 
ney from  his  feat  in  Virginia  to  New- York  was   al- 
mofl  one  continued  triumphal    entry.     As   he  ap- 
proached the  towns,  he  found  the  road  decked  with 
laurel  and  ftrewed  with  flowers.     Sometimes  he  was 
hailed  with  the  tiring  of  cannon,  at  others  with  the 
ringing  of  bells,  and  every  where  with  the  fhouts  of 
the  multitude.     Proccffions  were  formed  to  condu6t 
him — the  magifirates,  the  military,  men  of  all  trades, 
companies  of  matrons,  and  choirs   of  white-robed 
virgins.     It  were  vain  to  attempt  an  account  of  the 
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ieftlvals,  balls,  galas,  fireworks,  illuminations,  mof-' 
tos,  fonnets,  and  odes,  in  honour  of"  the  "  Saviour 
*'  of  his  Country."  "  Merit"  (faid  one  of  his  pa- 
negyrifis  on  this  occafion),  "  merit  mufl  be  greait 
*'  indeed,  wlien  it  can  call  forth  iuch  honours  tVom 
**  a  free  and  enlightened  people  :  honours  due  to 
"  a  man,  whole  life  lias  been  oneferiesof  labours, 
"  which  are  upon  a  fcale  that  Heaven  never  before 

afligned  to  mortal.     Future generaiions  vvill  fay  of 

him  with  the  poet : 

"  So  near  perfe<5^ion,  that  he  flood 

"  Upon  the  bound'ry  hne 
**  Of  finite  from  infinite  good, 

"  Of  human  from  divine.''^ 

Will  "  future  generations"  believe,  that  in  lets 
than  fcven  years  after  this  unbounded  ilrain  of  pane- 
gyric wns  in  vogue,  the  Reprefentativesof  the  People 
came  to  a  formal  determination,  that  half  an  hour  was 
too  much  to  be  wafted  in  congratulating  this  fame 
man  on  the  return  of  his  birthday  ? 

Debate  on  the  Bill  authorizing  a  Loan  for  the  Ufc  of  the 
City  of  JVaJhington, 

February  7.yl. 

This  debate  was  very  long,  and  rather  unintereft- 
ing  ;  but,  as  I  mean  to  fpeak  on  it  mylelf,  I  cannot 
with  candour  refufe  to  give  a  Iketch  of  what  was  laid 
by  one  or  two  of  my  opponents,  to  enable  the  reader 
to  iudge  between  us. 

Mr.  SwANwiCK  (who  fpoke  on  the  fame  fide  that 
I  lliall  do)  faid,  that  he  objected  to  the  bill  generally 
upon  the  fame  ground  as  yeftcrday,  with  refpeft  to 
joining  the  iecurities  of  the  lots  and  the  faith  of  the 
United  States  together.  He  afkcd,  how  the  pafiing 
of  this  bill  could  give  value  to  the  buildings  of  the 
Federal  city?  Is  it  not,  faid  he,  already  ena(5ted, 
that  Congrefs  fhall  fit  there  in  the  year  1801  ?  The 
value  of  the  lots,  belaid,  was  to  be  increafed  oiily 
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hy  the  felling  them  to  a  number  of  pcrfons.  The 
city  mufi:  owe  its  profperity  to  its  peculiar  advantages 
as  a  commercial  fpot,  and  not  to  its  being  the  teat 
of  government.  It  was  therefore  the  intcreft  of 
the  United  States  to  fell  the  lots,  and  induce  the  peo- 
ple to  fettle  there.  The  higher  price  the  lots  bore, 
the  greater  would  be  the  obftarles  to  lettlement.  If 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  United  States  to  grant 
money  for  the  completion  of  the  buildings,  let  the 
Houfe  fay  lb.  When  it  was  tirfl  propofcd  to  remove 
the  Government  to  the  Federal  city,  it  was  faid,  that 
it  would  be  the  intercft  of  perlbns  to  give  lots  to  en- 
courage the  Government  to  come  there.  The  fecurilv 
now  alkcd  for  was  never  contemplated.  He  had, 
however,  no  objccilion  to  the  United  States  grantin* 
money,  but  he  wasagainft  the  making  of  two  loans, 
one  on  t'ne  credit  of  the  United  States,  and  another 
on  that  of  the  United  States  and  certain  lots. 

Mr.  Brext  (from  Plrginia)  laid,  that  it  had  been 
obferved,  that  if  the  lots  be  a  futiicifnt  furety  for  the 
loan,  why  guarantee  it  ?  At  prcfent,  he  faid,  the 
lots  were  not  lufficient.  Mr.  Brent  obferved,  thai 
the  bill  before  them  would  be  confidered  as  the  touchjlonc 
to  determine  whether  the  feat  of  government  ivill  go  to 
the  banks  of  the  Pofomack^  or  not.  Motives  of  policy 
and  economy,  and  objec^lions  to  incrcafing  the  pub- 
lie  debt,  will  not  apply  in  this  cafe;  the  very  act  pro- 
vides funds  to  guarantee  the  loan  ;  for  though  the 
property,  until  the  propofed  loan  be  guaranteed, 
would  fell  for  a  mere  trifle^  when  it  h  guaranteed,  it. 
will  fell  (or  a  great  price  ;  lb  great  a  dificrence  would 
it  make,  that  he  believed  properly  which  will  ti»i-ii 
fell  for  two  millions  of  dollars,  would  not  otlicrwilc 
be  worth  100,000  dollars.  If,  therefore,  GentleuK  u 
are  again  ft  the  bill  from  economical  views,  they  are 
niiftaken  ;  for  it  was  his  opinion,  that  the  property 
would  not  only  pay  off  the  loan,  but  eventually  be  a 
^^onfider able  fund  to'juards  the  difcharge  ofthepddie  debt. 

It 
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It  had  been  fuggefted,  that  the  United  Stales  were 
under  no  obligation  to  make  this  guarantee.  He 
thought  differently  ;  he  believed  the  credit  of  the 
United  States  materially  concerned.  The  public 
have  relied  fully  upon  the  countenance  of  Govern- 
ment in  the  buiinels ;  many  perfons  indeed  have 
made  great  larrifires  to  procure  lots  in  this  new  city, 
and  if;  alter  holding  out  temptations  to  people,  Go- 
vernment fliould  not  go  there  at  the  propofed  time, 
all  thele  perfons  vvill  be  ruined,  and  ^Jia'm  ivill  he  laid 
on  the  national  characler.  He  hoped,  therefore,  no 
objeiStion  would  be  made  to  carrying  the  bill  into 
effea. 

Mr.  Giles  (from  V'lrgima)  willied  to  remark  on 
what  had  fallen  from  a  Member  from  Pennfylvdnia 
yefierday,  with  refpedl  to  the  law  providing  for  the 
removal  of  the  feat  of  government.  That  law,  he 
Ja'idy  differed  from  all  others.  The  confiitution  itlelf, 
he  faid,  preteribes  the  rule  ;  the  a(5V  only  fixes  the  fpot 
wdierc  it  Ihould  be  carried  into  cffecSl.  The  a6l  is, 
therefore,  not  repcalahle.  The  confiitution  does  not 
give  a  power  to  fix  upon  two  fpots,  but  upon  one 
I'pot.  He  thought  it  nexeffary  to  make  this  remark, 
lelt  he  might  be  fuppofed  to  countenance  the  opinion 
be  combatted.  It  had  been  remarked,  that  it  would 
be  in  fome  degree  degrading  to  the  United  States,  to 
borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  lots  ;  he  thought  dif- 
ferently, and  fhowed  that  it  was  a  common  thing  in 
governments  to  borrow  money  on  different  funds. 
It  had  been  wiflied  to  difconnedt  the  Government 
from  the  bufinefs  :  whilft  Government  guaranteed  the ' 
loan,  he  faid  it  would  make  no  difference  whether 
the  loan  was  bottomed'on  the  lots,  or  othcrwite.  The 
nature  of  the  engagement  wp.s  the  lame.  The  quef- 
tion  was,  whether  the  Houlc  would  agree  to  gua- 
rantee the  loan,  or  not. 

Mr.  Giles  faid,  that  he  had  feen   and   was  ac- 
quainted with  thcbuildin;rs  carrving;  on  in  theFede- 
1  ral 
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ral  city.  He  thought  the  hoiife  ereSimg  fur  the  rejicknce 
of  the  Prefuicnt  was  wuch  too  magnificent,  much  more 
fo  than  was  intended.  Every  one  thought  fo  who 
faw  it  ;  but  this  was  no  reatbn  for  obflruc^ing  the 
progrcfs  ot  the  buliuefs.  He  hoped  the  bill  would 
be  formed  in  a  manner  fo  as  to  meet  the  general  fenfe 
of  the  Houfe.  Though  he  had  objected  to  the  gran- 
deur of  the  houfe  inte)ided  for  the  Prefident,  he  would 
have  the  buildings/or  Congrefs  ere^ed  on  a grandfcale, 
and  fitted  for  the  Reprefentatives  of  a  great  and  free 
people. 

The  bill  was  finally  recommitted. 
Remarks. — The  reader  has  heard  what  was  faid 
on   both  lides  of  this  queftion,  and  I  have  now  to 
beg  him  to  attend  to  what  I  would  have  faid,  had  I 
been  a  Member  of  Congrefs. 
Mr.  Chairman, 
It  is  well  known  that  I  am  no  orator ;  that  T  fpeak 
right  on,  making  my  tongue  the  true  interpreter  of 
my  heart.     You  will  not  therefore  expe6l  from  me 
the  wily  fophiftry  of  a  G — tin,  the  quibbling  of  a 
G — les,  the  verbofity  of  a  B — win,  or  the  patriotic 
bombafl  of  a  Liv — ton. 

It  isfeldom,  Sir,  that  I  trouble  the  Houfe  with  my 
fentiments  on  anyqueflion  whatever.  There  are  fo 
many  Gentlemen  among  us,  who  are  fpcechifiers  by 
profeffion,  who  deck  jvery  fubjedl,  however  fleril 
and  tritiing,  with  all  the  flowers  of  the  garden  of 
eloquence,  that  a  plain  fpokefman  like  me  can  have 
little  chance  of  being  heard  with  any  degree  of  pa- 
tience. On  the  prefent  occaiion,  however,  thefe 
Gentlemen  do  not  feem  to  become  like  the  bee,  loaded 
with  fweets  ;  the  few  the  y  have  brought  with  them  are 
already  fcattered  abroad,  and  have  loft  their  fragrance : 
and  as  the  day  is  not  yet  far  enough  advanced  to 
countenance  an  adjournment,  permit  rie  to  hope  for 
indulgence,  while  1  humbly  endeavour  to  fpin  out 
the  time  between  this  aiid  dinner ;  or  as  our  plough- 
voL.  in,  T  mea 
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men  have  it,  while  I  take  a  gentle  turn  to  wind  down 
the  fun. 

Shouid  Gentlemen  find  themfclves  Inchncd  to  re- 
pofe,  as  I  have  often  been  in  lifleiiing  to  them,  f 
heg  them  not  to  Itand  upon  ceremony,  but  to  loll 
back  at  their  eafe,  and  leave  me  to  jog  quietly  on. 

We  are  called  upon,  Sir,  \o  guura/i/ed  a.  lonn,  for 
which  the  lots  of  the  city  of  Wallfmgton  are  to  be  a 
jecurity  ;  and  the  Gentleman  from  Virginia,  Mr.  Brent, 
tells  us,  that  though  the  lots  are  at  prcfent  worth  but 
s.  mere  fjifle,  they  will,  when  guaranteed,  ho,  o{ great 
"Value.  This  is  rather  oblcure  ;  1  Ihall  therefore  en- 
deavo!.  r  to  explain  it  by  comparifon,  which,  I  make 
no  doubt,  I  lliall  do  to  the  fatisfa6tion  of  the  Houfe. 
Suppofcl  had  a  lot  not  worth  a  brafs  farthing,  and 
was  to  draw  a  note  payable  out  of  the  produce  of 
ttiis  f.tmclot,  i'ujh  note  Would  be  worth  but  a  "  mere 
*'  lrife\'  but,  v;hcn  cndorlcd  by  a  man  of  credit,  it 
would  be  "  oforcat  i-uhcei'  becaufethe  holder  would 
always  know  where  to  look  for  payment. 

But  the  friends  of  tlic  guarantee  do  not  ftop  here. 
*rhcy  allure  us  that  it  would  render  the  lots  lb  very 
valuable  as  to  "  create  a  confiderabie  fund  towards 
*•'  the  difcharge  of  the  public  debt  !''  Much  as  I 
willi  to  lee  that  debt  difcharged,  1  by  no  means  ap- 
prove of  its  being  done  by  taking  advantage  of  an 
overftraincd  generoiitv.  The  Virginians  have  moft 
generonfly  bellowed  part  of  the  land  ;  and  not  con- 
tent with  that,  they  now  offer  us  an  opportunity  of 
)aying  ofi' the  public  debt  with  fpeculations  in  the 


I 


ots.  I  am  one  of  thole  who  are  willing  to  forego 
any  and  every  offer  of  this  kind.  I  am  willing  that 
the  Virginians  themfelvcs  thould  be  permitted  to  gua- 
rantee this  loan,  and  receive  exclufivcly  all  the  ini- 
mcnfe  advantajjes  accruing;  therefrom.  Let  them 
undertake  the  negotiation  upon  their  own  bottom, 
which,  from  the  gre.lt  credit  they  enjoy   in  foreign 

countries, 
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'tOLiiitnes,  they  cannot  fail  to  efic^St  upon  the  molt 
realbnablc  terms. 

It  is  faid,  that  foreigners  will  not  venture  their 
money  on  the  lots,  becanfe  they  can  form  no  idea  of 
their  value  ;  neither  can  I  :  and  this  is  another  reafon 
for  ray  wifliing  to  leave  the  bulinefs  in  the  hands  of 
thofe  who  are  upon  the  fpot,  and  who  focm  to  be 
the  only  perfons  interefied  in  the  matter. 

The  Gentleman  who  made  us  the  bounteous  pro- 
pofal  for  paying  oiT  the  public  debt  by  the  means  of 
the  guarante-j;  concluded  with  an  argument,  which, 
I  believe,  lie  conceived  to  carry  more  weight  with 
it ;  that  is,  unlefs  the  Government  went  to  tlic  city  of 
Wafhington  at  the  time  fpecitied  by  the  adl,  it  would 
be  '^'' a  fta'in  on  the  naiional  charailerr  I  participate 
with  Mr.  Brent  in  his  anxiety  for  our  national  cha- 
tadler,  and  am  glad  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  con- 
vince him,  that  it  could  be  in  ao  danger  from  the  dif- 
appointm^nt  he  feems  fo  much  afraid  of.  We  fee  a 
very  contiderable  State  of  the  Union,  Sir,  tena- 
cioufly  adhering  to  a  law,  made  cxprefsly  to  fkreen 
its  citizens  from  the  obligation  of  difcharging  their 
juft  debts  ;  and  we  have  feen  this  very  Houle  pafs  a 
refolution  for  the  lequeflration  of  all  debts  due  from 
Americans  to  their  creditors  in  Great  Britain.  Nei- 
ther of  thefe  has  ever  been  called  a  flain  on  our  na- 
tional chara6ter  ;  and  if  thcfe  are  not,  if  our  cha- 
ra61:er  is  proof  againfl  thefe,  I  imagine  we  have  little 
to  fear  from  the  Government's  remaining  at  Phila- 
delphia. I  will  mention  another  inftance.  Sir,  ftill 
tlronger.  If  we  look  back  into  the  journals  of  Con- 
grefs,  we  fhall  find  the  King  of  France  flyled,  our 
great  and  good  ally,  our  friend  and  deliverer ;  and  yet 

we  have  applauded  his  murd 

[Here  the  Chairman  would  have  called  me  to  order  ; 
upon  which  I  fhould  have  faid] — Sir,  I  (hould  be 
forry  to  break  through  the  rules  of  this  Houfe,  and 
I  mufl  infift  that  I  am  perfectly  in  order.    The  Gen- 

T  2  tleman 
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tleraan  from  Virginia  had  laid  great  flrefs  on  wliat 
he  prefumed  would  be  a  flain  on  our  national  cha- 
radler.  I  looked  vipon  myfelf  as  entitled  to  prove 
that  he  was  miflaken  ;  and  I  certainly  had  a  right  to 
do  this,  by  bringing  forward  what  I  conceived  to  l)e 
much  better  calculated  toimprefs  a  ilain,  and  which, 
however,  had  not  produced  that  elFe6l.  If,  there- 
fore, there  was  any  deviation  from  the  queltion,  the 
Gentleman  led  the  way,  and  I  was  only  following 
Iiim.  Betides,  Sir,  look  over  the  debates  of  this 
Jloufe,  and  you  will  fee  to  what  a  nutfhell  compafs 
they  will  be  reduced,  if  you  exclude  all  the  extra- 
neous matter.  If  members  arc  to  be  bound  down  to 
the  fimplequeflion  before  them,  if  no  latitude  of  di- 
grcilion  is  allowed  of,  no  little  rambles  to  France 
for  eulogium,  and  to  Great  Britain  for  invedlive, 
how  do  you  imagine.  Sir,  that  patriotic  members 
would  be  able  to  give  proofs  of  their  diligence,  by 
eking  out  the  fcfiion  to  fix  or  leven  months  ?  Your 
aflent,  Sir,  to  the  juflncfs  of  thefe  obfervations  en- 
courages me  to  take  up  the  thread  of  my  argu- 
ment. 

If,  on  the  day  of  our  pompons  reception  of  the 
French  flag,  poor   murdered    Louis   had    rifcn   up 
through   the  floor,  and  laid,     "  Ungrateful  Ame- 
**  ricans!    you    who  flattered  me   in  the  hour  of 
my  profperity  and  your  dillrefs  ;  you  who  called 
me  your  deliverer  ;  you  who    made  public  rejoi- 
cings for  the  day  of  my  nativity,  are  now  joining 
hands  with  the  very  men  who  led  me  to  the  block  ; 
are  expreffing  '  your  fincere  and  lively  fenlibility, 
your  fympathy  and  afle<ftion'  towards  them  ;  are 
giving  a  pompous  reception   to  the  emblems  of 
their  triumph  over  me,  at  the  very  moment  that 
my  portrait,  which  was  to  be  the  momento  of  my 
fervices  and   of  your   gratitude,    is    hanging   up 
within  your  walls" — If  the  fpeclre  of  this  injured 
Piin«e  bad  thus  fpoken,  what  fhould  wc  have  faid  ? 

I  know 
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i  know  a  Member  who  would  have  replied,  Avaunt, 
"  ermined  monfter  !"  But,  for  my  part,  I  fhould 
have  felt  the  flain :  I  flionld  have  thought  myfelf 
Ipotted  as  a  leopard  :  and  yet,  Sh-,  this  has  never 
been  mentioned  as  a  ftain  on  our  national  charac- 
ter. To  apprehend,  therefore,  any  danger  from  our 
not  removing  to  the  banks  of  the  Potomack,  is  to 
ftrain  at  a  gnat,  while  we  fwallow  a  giant. 

Iv'fuch  has  been  faid,  Sir,  on  the  manner  in  which 
the  buildings  of  the  city  of  Wafliington  have  been 
conduced.  This  is  a  branch  of  the  fubjecH:  that  I 
fhould  have  palled  over  in  lilence,  had  it  not  been  for 
an  expreffion  or  two  that  fell  from  another  Gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  Mr.  Giles.  That  Gentleman 
obferved  that  '*  the  houfe  eredling  for  the  refidence 
"  of  the  Prelident,  was  7nuch  too  magnificent ;"  but 
''  that  though  he  ohjeQedto  the  grandeur  of  the  houfe 
*'  intended  for  the  Prefident,  he  would  have  the 
buildings  for  Congrefs  ere61ed  upon  a  grand fcale, 
and  fitted  for  the  Reprefentat'ives  of  a  great  a.ud  free 
feople.'' — I  do  not  choofe,  Sir,  to  let  this  tally  go 
abroad  unnoticed,  left  the  world  fhould  imagine 
us  all  tainted  with  that  ungovernable  vanity,  which 
feems  to  have  engrotfed  the  foul  of  our  unfortunate 
colleague. 

The  Gentleman  is  afraid  that  the  houfe  of  the  Pre- 
fident may  be  too  magnificent ;  but  that  which  he  ex- 
peds  to  occupy  hhnfelf,  he  wifhes  to  fee  upon  a 
grandfcale.  Model!  man  !  The  Prefident  is  to  be 
kept  within  the  walls  of  a  plain  building,  to  remind 
him  of  the  lovvlinefs  of  his  eftate,  of  his  beins;  the 
fervant  of  the  public  ;  while  jMr.  Giles  is  to  lirut 
beneath  the  roof  of  buildings  upon  a  grandfcale, 
fitted  for  the  Reprefentat'ives  of  a  great  people  ;  or,  in 
other  words,  for  the  great  Reprefentat'ives  of  the 
people. 

I  am  thinking,  Sir,  that  the  public  will  do  well  to 
keep  us  within  a  pbin  building,  oi;  I  am  afraid  onr 

T  3  head.' 
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heads  will  foon  be  turned.  We  are  inablbkitc  need 
of  being  dieted,  for  we  are  grafping  not  only  at  all 
bor;Our,  but  at  all  power  too.  It  we  once  enter  tbe 
piiepropofcd  by  our  colleagLe  ;  if  we  onee  get  un- 
der thofe  Corinthian  columns  and  flany  vaults,  we 
iliall  cxpedl  other  things  on  a  '•'•  grand JcaW^  alto; 
we  muft  have  our  coaches  and  fix,  our  led  horfes, 
our  pages,  our  grooms,  our  huntuuen  and  our  buck- 
hounds  ;  our  villas,  baths,  Ibfas,  and  beds  of  ftate. 
We  may  expc6f,  in  due  time,  to  hear  the  Gentleman 
irom  Virginia  pio])oie  ^feragllo  as  among  the  conve- 
Tiienciesot'  the  '■'■  Reprjejitativcs  of  i\  great  and  free 
*' people." 

Much  do  I  fear.  Sir,  that  if  we  were  once  got  in 
poUeflion  of  all  thefe  pretty  things,  we  fhould  be 
very  loath  to  return  to  our  humble  dwellings  and  our 
homely  fare.  In  thort,  I  think,  we  fhould  do  like 
lhe^/r^7/  Refrejtntatrcc^  of  the  French,  that  is,  de- 
clare ourfelves  permanent,  or,  at  leaft,  order  the 
people  to  eled  nobody  but  ourfelves,  which  amounts 
to  exaclly  the  fame. 

But  we  are  told  th^t  this  building  upon  a  grand 
fcaJe  is  not  intended  as  an  honour  to  us,  but  to  our 
conftituents.  This  is  the  very  gull-trap  which  the 
poor  filly  French  have  fallen  into.  Every  thing  that 
their  grovelling,  low-bred  tyrants  have  aflumed  to 
themltives,  has  bcendone  under  theipecious  pretext 
of  doing  honour  "  to  a  greal  and  free  people."'  They 
have  feizcd  on  all  the  palaces  in  the  kingdom,  on  the 
royal  ftuds,  coaches,  and  every  other  article  of  lux- 
ury, for  their  own  exclufive  ufc  ;  they  wallow  in 
fumptuoulhels,  while  their  ragged  flaves  have  but 
two  or  three  ounces  of  dirty-coloured  bread  a  day, 
and  if  llicy  murmur,  they  fliootthem  down  by  thou- 
fands  ;  and  all  this  is  tor  the  '^  honour  of  a  great  and 
*'//fc'c' people."  A  great  people,  a  free  people,  a  Ibve^ 
reign  people,  and  the  like,  are  very  pretty  phrafes  ; 
they  tickle  the  Ciu<  of  the  multitucje  ;  but   fliould 

they 
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they  perceive  how  completely  the  demngogucs  trant- 
ferthis  grandeur,  hberly,  and  fovereignty  to  them- 
fclves,  perhaps  they  would  eeafc  to  admire  them  ;  and 
nothing  teems  better  caleujated  to  open  their  eves, 
than  feeing*  them  in  a  Iplendid  palace,  while  they, 
many  of  them  at  leall,  are  obliged  to  put  up  with 
log-huts. 

It  is  become  a  prevailing  fafliion  among  the  oppo- 

fers  of  our  Government,  to   confine  the  exprellion 

"  Reprelentatives    of    the  People"    to  this  Houte 

only.     But,  Sir,  is  not   this  a  very  falfe,  as  well  as 

dangerous  notion  ?     Is  not  the  Prelident  the  Repre- 

fentative  of  the  people  as    well  as    Mr.  Giles  ? — ■ 

Yes,  and  of  the  whole  of  the  people  too,  wlule  Mr. 

Giles  reprefents  but  a  very  liTiall  part  of  one  State. 

The  epithet  immediate  is  fometimes  prefixed  ;  but  then 

Mr.  Giles  can  be  the  immediate  Reprefentative  of  no 

more  than  an  eighteenth  part  of  the  State  of  Virginia, 

while  the  Pretident  is  the  immediate  Repretentative 

of  the  whole    Union  ;  for    the  reprefentation  mult 

ever  be   immediate,  though  the  ele^lion   may   not. 

If,  therefore,  a  preference  is  due  to  any  branch  of 

the  Government,  the  Prefident  feems  to  have  a  better 

title  to  it  than  any  of  us  :  and  feeing  the  thing  in  this 

light,  I  cannot  help  looking  upon  the  obfervation  of 

the  Gentleman  from  Virginia  as  extremely  improper, 

if  not  indecent. 

1  thought.  Sir,  I  heard  the  wcrd  Ct/);/^/ mentioned 
during  the  debate.  For  the  love  of  modelty,  1  hope 
the  Congrefs-houie  is  not  to  be  called  a  Capitol!  If 
this  be  the  cafe,  it  will  be  neccirary  to  go  a  Itep  tiu-- 
ther,  and  afilime  the  mafqueraJe  drefs  of  the  French 
Romans.  How  pretty  we  Ihall  look  in  long  white 
robes,  defcending  to  our  toes,  a  blue  girdle  about 
our  waifts,  a  fcarlet  cloak  on  our  fhoulderS;,  and  a 
red  liberty  cap  on  our  heads  !  Let  them  all  be  well 
embroidered  with  gold,  as  thofe  of  the  French  le- 
giflators  are  to  he  ;  and  if  they  are  even  fct  with  pre- 
cious ftoncs.  it  will  be  an  additional  proof  of  our 

T  4  jealoufy 
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jealoufy  for  the  honour  of  "  a  great  and  free  ■people.'* 
We  fliall,  indeed,  bring  upon  us  a  ridicule  equal  to 
that  excited  by  the  upflart  pettifoggers  of  the  National 
AfTemWy,  when  they  infilled  on  the  folding-doors  oC 
the  Louvre  being  thrown  open  at  their  approach  : 
but  let  the  world  be  merry  ;  while  wearefvvaggering 
about  in  our  confular  robes,  we  fliall  care  but  little 
whether  we  are  called  ambitious  buifoons  or  not. 

The  idea  of  a  Capitol  feems  to  be  borrowed  from 
the  State  of  Virginia,  the  AiTembly-houfe  of  which 
has  taken  that  name.  For  what  reafon  it  was  there 
adopted  I  know  not,  unlefs  it  be  that  there  are  fuch 
numbers  of  Caefars  and  Pompeys  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, againfl  whofe  ambitious  projects  the  grave 
and  virtuous  Senate  are  ever  vigilant  to  preferve  the 
liberty  of  their  country.  The  Capitol  of  Virginia 
rcfembles  that  of  Rome  alfo,  in  that  it  has  ajlave- 
mart  in  its  vicinity. 

I  fhall  now,  Sir,  return  to  the  propofed  guaran- 
tee, and  advert  to  another  of  the  forcible  arguments 
of  Mr.  Brent.  This  gentleman  tells  us,  that  *'  the 
*'  guarantee  is  the  touchftone  to  prove  whether  the 
"  leat  of  government  is  to  be  removed  or  not."  I 
am  willing  to  take  the  gentleman  at  his  word.  I  am 
willing  to  allow,  that  refuling  the  guarantee  of  the 
loan,  will  amount  to  a  declaration  of  our  wifh  to  re- 
main where  we  are  :  and,  with  this  view,  I  fhall 
give  the  refufal  my  hearty  fupport  ....  [Here  a 
loud  cry  of  Hear  him !  Hear  him  !  ]  lam  glad  to  find, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  Gentlemen  are  lb  difpofed  to 
hear  ;  for  I  can  afTure  them  that  what  1  have  to  fay, 
is  not  only  worth  hearing,  but  attending  to  alfo. 

I  look  forward,-  Sir,  to  the  day  of  removing  the 
Government  to  the  banks  of  the  Potomack,  as  the 
dawn  of  its  deftruclion.  Open  the  page  of  hiftory, 
and  you  will  fee  that  the  fate  of  every  popular  go- 
vernment in  a  great  mcafure  depends  on  the  difpo- 
fition  of  the  people   immediately  in  its  n  J^hbour- 

hood. 
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hood.  I  could  cite  you  a  thoufand  examples  from 
the  fall  of  the  Grecian  States  down  to  our  own  times, 
but  I  fhall  content  myfelf  with  one  of  modern  date; 
and  as  the  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfc 
are  fo  fond  of  flying  to  France,  I  trull  I  lliall  be  ex- 
cufed  for  doing  the  fame. 

When  the  Conftitucnt  Affembly  conceived  the 
deftru(!S^ive  proje6l  of  annihilating  the  government, 
which  their  conllituents  had  pofitively  ordered  them 
to  aid  and  flrengthenj  what  did  they  do  ?  Removed 
themfelves  to  Paris,  where  they  knew  the  greateft 
number  of  difafFe6led  oerfons  were  alTcmbled.  The 
confequences  are  but  too  well  known. 

We  are  not  ignorant  of  the  general  difpofition  of 
the  State  to  which  this  Government  is  to  be  removed. 
We  have  feen  its  Legiflature,  duringtbis  very  fcffion, 
foliciting  every  State  in  the  Union  to  join  them  in  re- 
ducing this  government  to  a  mere  democracy.     Nor 
can  any  of  us  have  forgotten  the  public  invitation  to 
the  people  of  other  States,  to  oppofe  the  treaty  with 
his   Britannic  Majefty  by  open  force,  boatting  that 
there    were    "  a    hundred    thoufand   free    and   in- 
*'  dependent  Virginians,'^'  ready  to   ftrike  the   firfl: 
blow.     Can  it  be  fuppofed  then,  if  we  were  now  af- 
fembled  at  the  city  of  Wafhington,  that  thefc  hun- 
dred   thoufand   free   and   independent    Virginians, 
whether  black,  white^  or  yellow,  would  not  di6late 
to  us  all  we  fhould  dare  to  fay  or  do  ?  Do  you  think, 
Sir,  that  the  cutting  truths  which  have  this  day  fallen 
from  my  lips,  would  ever  have  been  uttered  in  the 
city  of  Wafhington  ?     No  ;  I  fhould  have  expedled 
to  have  my  throat  cut,  or  my  eyes  gouged  out  by 
fome  flave  or  ilave- dealer,  before  I  got  home  to  my 
dinner.     I  will  never  go   there,  Sir  !  and  to  thofe 
Gentlemen  who  do,  I  iincerely  recommend  the  pre- 
caution of  a  fleel  collar,  if  not  a  fuit  of  armour  cap- 

Mr.  Giles  has  told  us,  Sir>  that  the  law  for  the 

removal 
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removal  of  the  feat  of  ^-ovcnimcnt  differs  from  all 
others  ;  that  "  the  Conilitution  itfelf  has  marked  the 
♦'  rulc^  and  only  left  Congrrfs  to  name  the  fpot ;  that 
*•  the  law  is  therefore  not  repealihle  y  Cmioiisquib-r 
ble !      The   Confiitution    fays,    that  the    Congrcfs 
fhall  "  exereifeexclufivelegiflation  overfuch  diftri^l 
*'  as   may  become   the  feat    of  government    of  the 
•'  United  States."  Now,  what  is  there  here  that  makes 
the  acl  unrepealable  ?     What  rule  is  here  marked 
out  .^     Is  (here  a  word  about  the  law  being  unalter- 
able?    Does   the  Conliitution   fay,  that    when   the 
xiiftrici  is  once  fixed  on,  it   fhall   never  l:>e  changed 
for  another  ?    Tliere  is  fomething  fo  ridiculous  in  the 
idea,  that  one  would  wonder  how  it  ever  found  its 
way  into  words ;  and  to    hazard  thole   words,  the 
Gentleman  muft  have  a  very  high  opinion  of  the  for- 
bearance of  this  Houle.     Suppofe,  for  inftance,  the 
banks  of  the  Potomack  fhould  be  vifited  with  the 
plague  or  yellow  fever  ;  are  we  to  remain  there,  and 
let  our  careafles  be  thrown  into  the  river  ?     Suppofe 
a  volcano  or  earthquake,  or,  in  lliort,  fuppofe  what 
you  will,  are  we   yet   bound   t'o  make  the  city   of 
Wafiiington  tlie  feat  of  government  ?     And    what, 
I   afk,    are   plagues,    yellow   fevers,  volcanos,  and 
earthquakes,  compared  with  the  knives  of  "  a  hun- 
f   dred  thoufand  free  and  huhpevdent  Jlavcs  ?'*     In  a 
word,  Mr.  Chairman,  lb  fully  am  I  convinced,  that 
the  removal  of  the  feat  of  government  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  State  of  Virginia  will  prove   the 
overthrow  of  our  happy  Conftitution,   and  eventu- 
ally plunge  our  country  in  anarchy  and  blood,   that 
I  fnall  not  only  oppofe  every  meafure  that  may  ac- 
celerate the  fatal  epoch,  but  J  pledge  myfelf  to  bring 
forward  a  motion  tor  the  repeal  of  the  acf  altoge- 
t]^er. — And  now,  Sir,  as  I  fee  the  Gentlemen  from 
Virginia  are  burlling  with  reply,  I  fit  down,  fatisfied 
of  having  difcharged  my  dut}',  without  giving  of- 
fence to  any  one  to  whole  ears  truth  is  not  difagree- 
jable.  '  Ddmts 
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DeKile  on  the  Meafures  to  he  tahn  to  prevent  the 
Imprejfnient  of  Atnerican  Seamen, 

February  iSt/i. 

Mr.  Livingston  (Neiv-York)  laid,  he  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  lituation  of  a  very 
important  and  meritorious  clafs  of  men,  whole  value 
feemed  to  have  been  overlooked,  and  whofe  deareft 
rights  were  either  fhamefully  negle61ed  or  ignomi- 
nioufly  furrendered.  He  adverted  to  the  feamen  of 
the  United  States.  This  valuable  clafs  of  men  would 
fall  under  one  of  thefe  defcriptlons  : 

1.  Native  American  citizens. 

2.  Such  as  were  citizens  at  the  declaration  of  In- 
dependence, and  at  the  period  of  the  peace  with 
Great  Britain. 

3.  Foreigners  naturalized  fince  the  declaration  of 
Independence. 

It  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  prove,  that  all 
the  individuals  of  either  of  thofe  defcriptlons  were 
equally  entitled  to  the  protedion  of  Government ; 
to  the  fame  or  greater  exertions  In  their  favour  than 
were  made  for  thofe  citizens  whofe  fituation  rendered 
it  ealier  to  apply  for  relief.  Yet  this  meritorious  body 
of  our  conftituents,  he  faid,  thus  entitled  to  our 
protedllon  and  favour^  failing  under  the  fanftion  of 
our  national  flag,  had  been  illegally  felzed,  violently 
forced  into  a  fervice  they  abhorred,  cruelly  torn  from 
their  relations,  their  families,  and  their  country,  and 
jgnomlnioully  fcourged  for  afTerting  the  privileges  of 
their  citizenlhip.  The  country,  to  which  they  looked 
for  proteillon  and  relief,  had  regarded  their  fuffer- 
ings  with  apathy  and  indifference  !  Three  years  we 
had  beheld  their  miferies  and  heard  their  cries  ;  yet 
for  three  years  we  had  been  filent  fpe(51ators  of  this 
difgraceful  fcene.  We  had  begun  a  c6mpa6l  with 
their  opprefibrs,  in  which  thefe  unfortunate  men 
iooked  in  vain  for  one  word  of  comfort  in  their  mi- 

fery^ 
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fery,  for  one  Lttlc  article  in  the  voluminous  page>  g( 
the  inftrument,  that  might  offer  a  hope  of  rccom- 
penfe  for  their  palt  fiifforings,  or  fccurity  againfl  fu- 
ture oppreffions.  "  /  I?I///^  (faid  Mr.  Livingfton)  as 
"  an  Americanj  to  think  it  was  an  American  Miniiier 
"  who  could  be  ^w7/)' of  xUh  dijgniceful  om'ijjlon.  I 
•*'^  fliould  be  covered  ivilhjhame  and  confuiion/or  w/y 
**  country,  if  I  could  fuppofc  it  capable  of  giving 
*'  that  omiffion  its  lan^lion  ;  and  I  hold  it  a  facrcd 
*'  duty,  in  whatever  ftation  I  may  be  placed,  to 
''  contribute  every  exertion,  and  the  little  influence 
"  I  poffefs,  for  their  relief." — He  concluded  v/ith 
moving  the  following  refolution  : 

Refolvedj  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire and  report  whether  any,  and  what  legiflative 
provifion  is  necclfary  for  the  relief  of  fuch  American 
feamen  as  may  have  been  impreffed  into  the  lervicc 
of  any  foreign  power — and  alfo  to  report  a  mode 
of  furnifhing  American  feamen  with  fuch  evidence 
of  their  citizenlhip  as  may  protect  them  from  foreign 
imprefTments  in  future. 

Referred  to  a  feledi:  Committee. 

Fehruary  i<^th. 

The  Committee  made  their  report,  the  fubfiance 
of  which  was,  that  the  imprelTment  of  American 
feamen  b}'  foreigu  -foivcrs  was  too  notorious  to  fieed 
f>roof\  and  that  the  Preiidcnt  of  the  United  States 
lliall  fend  agents  to  E?/g land  sind  the  Weft  Indies, 
in  order  to  afford  relief  to  fuch  American  citizens  as 
have  been  illegally  feized. 

Mr.  Harper  (S.  Carolina)  hoped  when  this  re- 
folution was  committed  to  a  fele61  Committee,  fome 
ftatcments  would  have  been  brought  forward,  Ibme 
fads  produced,  upon  which  to  found  the  propofed 
inquiry.  The  Committee  have  reported  that  they  do 
not  think  it  neceffary  to  adduce  any  particular  in- 
ffances  in  which  American  feamen  have  been  im- 
z  preffed 
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ptclTed  by  forcii^a  nations  :  the  Hk^Is,  tlicy  alleged, 
are  too  notorious  to  require  particulanzini!;.  He 
could  not  fuppofc  thefc  Geullemcii  would  believe 
that  the  Boufe  could  proceed  to  legillate  on  uncer- 
tain newlpapcr  reports.  He  trufrcd  they  would  af- 
ford Ibme  proof,  who,  what  number,  when,  and 
%vhcre  American  teamen  have  been  impreffed.  Until 
this  was  done,  he  Ihould  doubt  the  fac^h  He  was 
heard,  he  believed,  by  Reprefentatives  from  every 
port  in  the  United  States  ;  and  if  the  fact  was  to  no- 
torious as  io  need  no  farther  evidence,  he  doubted 
not  fome  of  thefe  Gentlemen  would  be  able  to  give 
fome  account  of  thebulinefs. 

If  thefadls  were  eftablilhed,  Mr.  Harper  believed 
there  vvould  be  but  one  opinion  on  the  propriety  of 
granting  relief;  but  before  they  proceeded  farther, 
fome  information  was  necefi'ary  retpeding  the  exig- 
ence of  this  abufe.  He  had  applied  to  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  to  other  offices  likt^ty  to 
afford  intbrmation  on  the  fubjcdl  ;  but  he  found  no 
inftance  of  the  impreffment  complained  of,  in  which 
redrefs  had  not  been  given.  But  if  any  fuch  inftances 
do  exit!.  In  which  relief  has  been  applied  for  and 
not  obtained.  Gentlemen  from  fome  of  the  feaports 
will  be  able  to  mention  them.  If  not,  he  hoped  the 
Committee  would  rife  and  recommit  the  report. 

Mr.  Livingston  faid,  the  prelent  meafure  was 
intended  to  afford  relief  to  fuch  of  their  diilreffcd 
fellow-citizens  as  had  been  illegally  feized  on  the 
bigh  Teas.  The  Gentleman,  he  faid,  who  brings 
forward  obje<5tions  to  the  propo.fed  inquiry,  was  in 
bis  place  when  the  refolution  upon  whicli  the  report 
of  the  Committee  is  founded,  pafied  unanimoufly. 
Why  did  he  not  then  come  forward  ?  [Mr.  Harper 
faid  he  was  not  in  the  Houfe  at  the  time.] — The  re- 
folution does  not  dired:  the  Committee  to  inquire  into 
facls ;  they  were  confidered  as  notorious;  and  nothing 
feemcd  neceiTary  but  to  fix  upon  the  bcft  mode  of 
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fnrnifhing  relief.  The  Lcgiflature  of  the  United 
States  liave  formerly  had  evidence,  and  they  have 
aded  upon  it.  If  the  Gentleman  will  look  into  the 
proceedings  of  the  laft  feihon  of  Congrefs,  he  will 
lind  a  conhderable  inm  granted  to  Mr.  Catting,  for 
reliefof  this  diitrefled  body  of  men.  Some  he  reliei-ed, 
others  he  did  not.  When  the  dignity  of  the  nation,  faid 
he,  is  infulted  in  the  perfons  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
it  is  neceffary  at  leaft  to  make  inquiry  into  their 
lufFerings. 

A  remark  had  fallen,  Mr.  Livingfton  faid,  from 
the  Member  from  South  Carolina,  which  he  wifhed 
io  notice.  He  faid  he  had  applied  to  the  ofhce  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  found  there  no  complaint 
which  had  not  been  redrefled.  Now,  he  had  waited 
upon  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, in  vain;  for  information  on  the  fubje6t.  The 
Secretary  informed  him,  that  he  could  not  give  him 
the  evidence,  which  it  appears  he  has  given  to  the 
Member  from  South  Carolina.  How,  he  wiflied  to 
know,  happened  it,  that  a  Member  who  oppofes  the 
bufincfs  in  ([ueflion,  llionld  be  furniilicd  with  that 
information  which  was  deni«d  io  a  Member  who  fup- 
ported  it  ^ 

It  is  faid,  added  Mr.  Livlngflon,  that  we  are  at- 
tempting to  Icgiflate  without  evidence.  Though  no 
fa6ls  are  at  prefent  before  the  Houfe,  it  is  notorious 
that  numerous  inllanccs  have  been  made  known  to 
Government,  and  the  prefent  meafure  is  meant  to 
inquire  into  the  cafes  of  liifferers,  and  remedy  them 
,  as  iar  as  poffible.  It  is  admitted  by  the  Member 
from  South  Carolina  that  facts  have  exiiled,  but  that 
they  have  been  remo^'cd.  If  thele  grievances  then, 
faid  he,  have  exifted,  let  us  prevent  them  in  future. 
Let  us  not  wait  lill  it  is  too  late  to  grant  relief.  The 
men,  faid  he,  who  lufFer  by  the  depredations  com- 
]>lained  of,  are  at  a  great  diliance  from  their  homes 
and  Iricnds,  in  foreign  ports,  dragged  on  board  ten'- 
I  derSj 


MxiRCH,  1796.  287 

dcrs,  and  maJc  to  experience  every  liardflilp  that  can 
be  conceived.  And  now,  when  a  mode  is  propofed 
for  (he  rcHet'  of  thcfc  diHrcifcd  citizens,  evidence  is 
called  for  !  If  one  of  ilicfe  men  is  cojifimd  in  the  Rajt 
Indies^  can  evidence  of  his  bondage  be  expeited  to  be  <riven 
here?  Such  hardfliips  have  exitled,  and  it  was  their 
bufinefs  to  prevent  them  from  again  occurring.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  Committee  would  not  rife,  as 
he  trailed  tiiere  was  futlicient  evidence  on  which  to 
ground  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Harper  wifhed  to  remark  on  what  had 
fallen  from  the  Member  from  New-York,  on  the  Se- 
cretary of  State's  refuting  information  to  certain 
members  and  giving  it  to  others.  He  applied  to  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  oi  State,  to  learn  whether 
there  were  any  documents  there  to  fupport  the  pro- 
pofed inquiry,  and  was  informed  there  were  only- 
two  cafes  ;  in  one  of  which  application  wjs  made  to 
the  Brililh  Governtnent :  four  perfons  \\q\'q  faid  to 
have  been  impreiled  ;  hut  on  inquiry,  it  appeared, 
that  Izvo  of  them  were  Brit'ifh  fiibjeElSy  and  the  other 
two  had  inlijied  into  the  fer-vice.  The  other  com- 
plaint came  to  the  office  when  the  Secretary  of  State 
was  much  engaged  in  other  concerns,  but  he  believed 
relief  was  granted.  This,  he  faid,  was  verbal  in- 
formation ;  he  had  applied  (or  written  documents 
on  the  fubjedl,  and  doubted  not  he  fliould  receive 
them  as  foon  as  other  bulinefs  would  permit. 

Mr.  Swan  WICK  (Fenyifylvania)  laid,  the  Mem- 
ber from  S.  Carolina  had  called  for  information  ;  he 
conceived  no  particular  information  neceffary.  He 
could  mention  an  inftance  in  which  he  had  imme- 
diate concern.  A  veirel  of  his  going  to  the  Wed 
Indies  had  all  her  hands  taken  out  of  her,  and 
obliged  to  work  the  guns  of  an  Engiiih  frigate; 
and,  on  their  expofiulating,  that  though  they  were 
prifoners  they  did  not  with  to  work  the  guns,  they 
were   threatened  with   whippng,  and  the  Captain 
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was  told,  it"  he  interfered,  he  fhould  be  whipped  anct 
fent  home  to  Eiii2;land  in  irons,      ff  he  had  thonffht 
fa(^s  were  wanting',   by  a  finglc  advcrtifement  in  one 
of  the  Philadelphia-  papers,  they  would  have  been 
overpowered  v/ith  fads.     But  if  he  had  done  fo,  he 
fiippofed  he  fhould  have  been  charged  with  railing 
dilTatisfacHon  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  or  with 
encouraging  Jacobinical  principles.     He   therefore 
did  not  do  it.     But,   without  going  out  of  the  walls 
of  the  Houle,  he  laid,  he  found  evidence  fufficient. 
He  read  an  extract  from  the   communication  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  ]\Tarch  2,   1794,  in  which 
vvere  mentioned  the  reprefentations  made  by  fundry 
merchants  of  Philadelphia    (of  whom  he  was  one) 
refpecfting  the  inipreilmcnt  of    American    feamen. 
Tliis  document   was  thought   fufhciently    ftrong  to 
make  an  article  of  inftrudion  to  Mr.  Jay  in  his  late 
negotiation  •,   but,  owing  to  certain  difficulties,  no 
fpecific  agreement  was  entered  into  by  him  for  their 
relief. 

The  plan  now  bctbre  the  Houfe,  faid  Mr.  Sw^an- 
wick,  is  intended  to  remedy  the  difficulties  which 
have  been  urged  as  o!)fLacles  in  this  buiincf-^,  by 
opening  regifters  in  which  to  enter  every  American 
feaman,  by  which  may  be  known  at  any  time  the 
number  of  teamen  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
and  by  means  of  which  every  Inch  feaman  would  be 
polfelled  of  a  certificate  of  his  citlzenjiijp. 

Every  one  knows,  faid  he,  what  has  heen  fell  on 
account  of  American  teamen  carried  into  Ahiers. 
No  evidence  was  required  imlh  ref'pe6t  to  ilnir  iiimd^ers^ 
or  hoiv  they  v:ere  employed.  The  united  exertions  of 
the  whole  American  peop\e/eemed  fo  cry  out  for  llcir 
releatement,  and  the  bulinefs,  at  length,  has  been 
efteded.  And  let  us  not,  faid  he,  attcn.d  to  our 
difirefied  citizens,  in  one  part  only,  but  in  all  pj^its 
of  the  world.  Let  us  not,  faid  he,  he  too  nice  about 
e-videiice.     Thefe  men  arc  generally   igjiorant^  i-  id 
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cannot  give  the  necefTar}'  information  ;  he  thought, 
however,  they  had  information  llitHcient  for  legit- 
]ating  upon  in  the  prefent  cafe.  lie  Loped,  thcre- 
ibre,  the  report  would  not  be  recommitled,  until 
the  Committee  had  difeufTed  the  bufinefs. 

Mr.  Tracy  ffrom  Comie^icid)  believed  that  every 
Member  in  that  Houfc  felt  the  propriety  of  extend- 
ing the  benefit  of  the  laws  to  every  clafs  of  citizens, 
and  to  none  more  than  to  American  I'eamen.  Some 
members  Teemed  to  llippofe  that  'the  diflreffes  of 
American  feamen  have  been  looked  upon  with 
apathy  ;  but  if  due  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  ef- 
forts of  Government,  it  would  have  been  feen  that 
they  had  always  been  duly  attended  to.  It  is  well 
known  that  great  difli<"ulties  arife  when  it  is  attempt- 
ed to  diflinguifh  between  EngUJJi  and  American  fea- 
men. This  has  been  the  rcafon  why  ample  regula- 
tions have  not  always  taken  place.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  be  popular,  and  that  the  new 
members  in  the  Houie  would  alTili  the  old  ones  to 
render  it  more  and  more  fo  ;  but  thought  Govern- 
ment ought  not  to  be  charged  with  apathy  without 
paying  due  attention  to  v/hat  Government  had 
done. 

Mr.  Tracy  proceeded  to  take  notice  of  the  refd- 
lutions  propofed  in  the  report.  He  inquired  what 
^ood  the  agent  to  be  lent  to  Great  Britain  would  doo 
Are  there  feamen,  faid  he,  employed  but  at  one 
place  ?  Had  not  the  United  States  confuls  at  every 
j)ort,  and  can  they  not  do  the  bufinefs  ?  He  wifhed 
for  information  on  the  fubje6l.  A  great  part  of  the 
feamen  were  fcre'igners^  he  faid,  and  it  would  be  very 
difHcult  to  feparate  them.  If  the  plan  propofed, 
however,  could  be  made  to  appear  to  be  beneficial, 
he  would  heartily  join  in  efieding  the  detired  relief 
to  the  clafs  of  citizens  alluded  to. 

Mr,  Goodhue  (from  Maffachfetts)  faid  the  Mem- 
ber from  New-York,  on  bringmg  forward  this  bu- 

YOL.  III.  V  finefs^ 


i90  POLITICAL  CENSOR,  No.  IT. 

liners,  had  charged  Government  with  looking  upon 
the  diftreflcs  of  American  feamen  with  apathy^  and 
hlujiied  on  account  of  its  conduct  towards  them. 
He  reprcfented,  he  beheved,  twenty  times  the  num- 
ber of  American  feamen  that  that  Gentleman  repre- 
fcnted  :  he  washimfelf,  indeed,  formerly  a  feam an; 
yet  he  did  not  beheve  the  evil  complained  of  exifted 
to  any  alarming  degree.  Mr.  Cutting,  it  had  been 
faid,  had  relieved  many  feamen  ;  that  was  in  the 
year  1790.  Laft  fummer  the  Britifh  took  many 
veflels  bound  to  France,  but  they  did  not  take  the 
crews.  There  were  fome  inflances,  he  faid,  in  which 
fcamen  had  been  impreffed,  and  he  fhould  be  in  fa- 
vour of  every  ncceilary  ftep  to  afford  them  relief; 
but  no  obloquy  lliould  be  thrown  on  Government, 
Neither  does  the  evil  exift  to  the  extent  it  might 
liave  been  fuppofed,  when  the  bufinefs  was  brought 
forward.  A  Member  from  Pennlylvania  had  men- 
tioned a  particular  inilance :  he  could  mention  a 
particular  inflanre  of  a  French  Captain  who  had  fo 
ill-treated  fome  American  feamen  as  to  be  calhiered, 
on  a  reprefentaiion  being  made  to  the  French  Go- 
x^ernment. 

Mr,  Dayton  (from  Neiv-Jerfey )  faid  that  he  had 
not  ex{)ected  an  oppofition  (o  the  refolution  under 
confideration  on  the  ground  of  fadi  :  that  he  could 
not  have  fuppofed  any  Member  would  have  quef- 
tioned  the  exiiience  of  the  evils  which  the  propofi- 
tions  were  calculated  to  remedy.  He  entertained  a 
belief  that  the  impreflment  of  American  feamen, 
particularly  on  board  of  Britilli  (hips  of  war,  was  a 
matter  of  too  great  notoriety  to  need  any  evidence  at 
this  time.  But  the  Member  from  South  Carolina, 
who  maiiifefled  the  mofl  zealous  oppofition  to  thefe 
sneafures,  had  admitted  (hat  there  had  exifled  in- 
ftances  of  this  fort ;  and  as  it  muft  follow  that  what 
liad  onre  exiited  might  again  exift,  it  behoved 
Congreis  to  make  proviiions  tending  to  prevent,  or 

at 
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at  leaft  moft  fpeedily  and  efFicacioufly  to  remedy 
them. 

Mr.  Dayton  declared  that  he  heartily  approv-ed 
the  obje6l  of  the  refolution,  as  originally  propoied 
by  the  Member  from  New- York,  and  the  general 
principles  of  the  report  founded  thereon,  as  a  quef- 
tion  of  humanity,  and  of  great  national  policy.  It 
was,  however,  with  pain  that  .he  heard  the  worthy 
mover  draw  into  unfavourable  queftion  the  conducSt 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  indulge  himfelf  in 
fome  fevere  reflections  and  imputaiions  upon  that 
officer.  Mr.  Dayton  afcribed  it  to  an  irritability, 
and  perhaps  an  honeit  irritability,  upon  this  fubjedt 
fo  atfeding  and  interefting  to  Americans.  He  af- 
cribed it  to  a  warmth  of  temper,  in  which,  in  this 
particular  cafe,  the  cooler  judgment  of  that  Gentle- 
man, and  the  knowledge  of  the  real  character  and 
condu6l  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  had  no  agency  or 
influence.  The  expreliions  which  had  been  uttered 
by  fome  Gentlemen  in  the  courfe  of  the  difculiion, 
tending  to  charge  our  Government  v/ith  a  criminal 
apathy  and  indifference  towards  this  defcription  of 
citizens,  did  by  no  means,  Mr.  Dayton  faid,  meet 
with  his  approbation  :  he  believed  them  to  be  un- 
>  founded ;  for  he  was  perfuadcd  that  whenever  it 
heard,  it  did  whatever  it  could  to  relieve  the  feamen 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  obtain  for  thofe  who 
imfortunately  needed  it,  complete  redrefs.  Having 
faid  thus  much  in  vindication  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Government,  he  returned  to  the  refolution  itfelf, 
and  declared  himfelf  its  advocate.  It  contained,  nei-^ 
ther  in  its  words  nor  fpirit,  any  imputation  upon  the 
Executive  of  the  fort  hinted  at. 

In  the  tbrmer  cafe  every  one  muft  perceive  it  raor^ 
than  poffible,  that  owing  to  diftance  and  the  time 
which  mufl  confequenlly  be  expended  in  the  com- 
munication to,  and  rcmonflrance  from  our  Go- 
vernment, an  ylmerkaiL  citi%(n  might  be  imprefled 
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and  compelled  to  ferve  months,  perhaps  years,  in  n 
fervice  which  he  deteftetl,  ami  pojjihly  forced  to  apply 
the  maich  to  a  cannon  charged  ivifh  balls  aimed  for  the 
deJlniLtion  of  his  friends. 

Mr.  Bourne  (from  Rhode  Ijlaml)  propofed  to 
amend  the  reiblution,  by  flriking  out  that  part  of  it 
>vbich  appoints. an  agent  for  Great  Britain,  and  con- 
fines the  tending  of  an  agent  to  that  part  of  tlie  Eng- 
lilh  poITcflions  in  the  Weft  Indies  to  which  the 
greatcft  number  of  American  veffels  fail. 

Mr.  Livingston  was  pleated  to  fee  Gentlemen 
concur  in  endeavouring  to  form  a  plan  for  the  relief 
of  American  feamen.  It  has  been  afked  why  the 
confuls  were  not  intruded  with  this  bulinefs  ;  the 
Committee  conlidered,  that  as  the  confuls  of  the 
United  States  received  no  other  recompenle  for  their 
tervices  than  the  dignity  and  confequence  wliich 
their  office  gives  them,  they  would  not  be  likely  to 
pay  fufiicient  attention  to  a  bufmefs  of  this  kind. 
They  confidercd  the  imnienfc  labour  of  Mr.  Cutting 
to  deliver  the  impreffed  American  feamen.  Ttiey 
luppofed,  therefore,  if  the  duty  were  laid  upon  the 
confuls,  a  lalary  fliould  be  annexed  to  their  oflice  ; 
but,  as  there  is  no  conful  in  the  Wett  Indies,  a 
Ipecial  agent  fhould  be  appointed.  In  order  to  bring 
a  view  of  the  buiinels  before  the  Houfe,  he  would 

•  afk,  how  relief  is  to  be  afforded  to  a  feaman  who 
has  been  impreffed  ?  Snppole  he  is  feized  in  London, 
lie  is  fent  down  to  Portfmouth.  The  agent  mull 
attend  immediately,  get  certiticates,  pay  fees  of 
ofHce,  employ  countel,  &c.  to  releafe  a  fingle  fea- 

:rian;  a  trouble,  lie  believed,  no  conful  would 
take.  The  Committee  fuppofed  that  the  folemnity 
of  commillioning  an  agent  efpecially  on  the  bufi- 
nets,  would  convince  foreign  poiz'ers  that  they  would 
no  longcv  fuffer  the  ^ri/ijli,  or  others,  to  exercile 
that  power  over  American  fjamen  Vk'hich  they  them- 
fclves  could  not    exercifc.     It  is  to  be  hoped  alfo, 
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that,  when  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  fees  a 
Hep  of  this  fort  taken,  it  will  give  up  the  practice  of 
feizing  American  teamen,  and  let  thtm  pafs  in  qii'-^t- 
nefs.  If  not,  the  agents  employed  could  tranfmit  to 
this  country  an  account  of  what  teamen  were  fcized 
by  them,  and  every  particular  refpeding  the  fame. 
This  conlideration  inllucnced  the  Committee,  and 
he  trufted  it  would  influence  the  Houfc. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  (from  Maryland)  faid,  that  as  the 
Member  from  South  Carolina  had  called  upon  Gen- 
tlemen  from  fcaports    for  evidence,    if   they   wcie 
filent  it  would  beliippofed  that  no  information  could 
be  given  on  the  fubjeft   under  difcufhon.     He  fup- 
pofed  he  thould  be  prevented  from  giving  this  in- 
formation now,  becaufe  the  amendment  of  the  tirfl 
refolution  was   under  conlideration.      [The   Houfe 
called  for  information.]  He  faid  he  reprefented  a  port 
where  the  fa6l:  of  American  teamen  being  imprefled 
by  the  Britilli  was  fo  notorious  that  every  ma7i  knew 
it.     But  how,  faid  he,  is  this  information  to  be  got 
and  tranfmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  ?  No  com- 
plaint is  likely  to  reach  his  office,  except  brought 
there  by  merchants.     In  his  own  trade  he  had  fre- 
quent inftances  of  this  fort,  almoft  in  every  voyage. 
He  could  not  fay  the  men  hnprejfed  were  always  Ame- 
ricans^ hut  they  were  men  (ailing  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States.     We  have  a  flag;  under  th;3t  flag 
men  are  feized,  and  they  have  a  right  to  expeft, 
when  feized,  redrefs  from  Government.     There  is 
no  difference  between  Britifli  and  Algeri?ies ;  for,  by 
the  former,  they  are  compelled  to  flght  again fl  thole 
whom  they  wifh  well^  which  is  equal  to  any  flavery 
that  can  he  impofed.     He  faid,  that  from  one  of  his 
fhips  there  were  two  New-]England  men  impreffed ; 
one  of  whom  being  a  flout,  courageous  man,  wifhed 
to  have  defended  himfelf  againft  his  aflailants  ;    but 
tho  fupercargo  faid,  No  ;  tlfis  will  ritk  the  cargo  of 
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the  owner.    This  advice  he  gave,  fuppoling  Govern- 
ment vvouid  afford  thefe  men  reHef. 

If  the  Member  from  South  Carolina  willied  for 
Juch  information  as  would  he  received  before  a  Court  of 
Judicature,  it  could  not  he  got,  Mr.  Smith  thought 
fuihcicnt  attention  had  not  been  paid  by  Govern- 
ment to  merchants  and feamen.  Mr.  Jay,  in  his  com- 
munication to  Lord  Grenville,  fays,  an  iraprefiment 
of  iA  merican  fjamcn  had  taken  place,  who  had  been 
forced  to  fight,  &c.  If  this  had  not  been  fo,  it  had 
not  been  written  by  Mr.  Jay,  nor  would  Lord  Gren- 
ville have  promiied  relief.  He  hoped  this  informa- 
tion would  be  thought  fufficient. 

Jt  had  been  laid  that  there  were  not  many  in- 
f^anccs  of  American  feamen  imprefTed  ;  but,  fup- 
pote  thf  re  were  but  one  man,  ayid  he  a  negro,  fuffer- 
ing  under  the  galling  yoke  of  impreffinent^  it  is  the 
duty  of  Government  to  provide  relief  for  that  man. 
The  laine  Member  has  faid  that  the  Quiberon  vefTels 
did  not  imprefs  the  crews  of  the  fhips  ;  he  faid  it 
was  fufficient  to  take  their  flour  and  pay  them  nine 
dollars  for  v/hat  might  have  been  fold  the  next  day 
for  twenty  or  upwards.  Mr.  Smith  concluded  by 
obferving,  that  if  we  were  a  feeble  nation,  we  had 
a  right  to  expedl  jullicc  ;  but  he  hoped  we  were  not 
fo  feeble  as  fome  Gentlemen  imagined. 

Mr.  Giles  (from  Virginia)  was  of  opinion,  with 
the  Member  from  Rhode  ifland,  that  American  ci- 
tizens fhould  be  attended  to  in  other  countries,  as 
well  as  in  Great  Britain.  He  had  not  heard  of  any 
vup- effluents  but  by  the  Britiih,  but  he  had  heard  of 
captivities  ;  and  that  Houfe  had  heard  of  a  French 
ofiiccr  being  cafliiered  for  ill-treating  American  citi- 
zens ;  but  it  had  heard  no  inftance  of  Great  Britain 
punilhing  officers  for  ill-treating  American  citizens. 
No  :  this  marked  the  different  characters  of  the  two 
nations  towards-the  Americans. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  SwANwiCK  role  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that 
fince  he  was  in  his  place  yellcrday,  he  had  been 
called  upon  with  evidence  on  the  iubjcc^-  now  before 
the  Committee,  in  confcquence  of  the  call  made  for 
it  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate.  The  infiances  he  had 
given  to  him  were,  the  cafe  of  Robert  Norris,  a 
native  of  Princeton  in  Nevv-Jerfey ,  and  five  others 
who  failed  on  board  the  American  brig  Matilda, 
Captain  Bjrke,  from  Philadelphia,  which  failed 
from  this  t  ort  in  May  laft  for  Bourdeaux,  and  were 
op  the  9th  of  July  brought  to  by  four  Britifn  frigates, 
forcibly  taken  into  the  veiTel,  impreffed,  and  com- 
pelled to  go  and  ferve  on  board  one  of  the  faid 
frigates  called  the  Stag,  where  they  ferved  four 
months,  when  the  faid  Robert  Norris  made  his  ef- 
cape  from  the  frigate  at  Sheernefs,  at  the  rifk  of  his 
life,  and  returned  in  January  lall  to  the  United 
States.  His  companions,  he  believes,  are  yet  in 
bondage.  The  other  inftance  was  the  brig  Sally, 
Captain  Wilkins,  which  failed  from  this  port  in 
May  lafl  bound  to  Madeira,  and  five  days  after 
leaving  the  Capes  was  brought  to  by  the  Rattle- 
fnake'floop  of  war,  Captain  York,  and  the  mate 
(a  7idthe  of  Scotland,  but  v.  ho  had  failed  for  inany 
years  out  of  the  United  States)  and  one  of  the  beft 
fcamen  (an  American)  taken  out.  They  were 
carried  to  Hallifax,  from  whence  the  foremall-man 
made  his  efcape,  and  arrived  hc-re  the  beginning  of 
July.  Before  they  arrived  at  Hallifax,  he  informs, 
that  fifteen  men  were  taken  out  of  American  vefiels. 
Mr.  Swanwick  read  alfo  an  account  from  an  owner' 
of  feveral  other  impreffments. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  (from  Majfachufctts)  fiid,  he  was 
yeflerday  prevented  from  attending  the  Houfe  by 
indifpohtion.  The  fubjed  ftruck  his  mind,  he  laid, 
in  feveral  points  of  view  which  had  not  been  noticed. 
He  was  furprifed  why  the  buiinefs  was  undertaken 
in  the  way  it  was.     No  defcription  of  men,  he  laid, 
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were  more  entitled  to  regard  than  feaipc  ;  but  thijs 
did  not  reconcile  the  adoption  of  the  f  :»jecl  in  the 
manner  propofed.  The  Executive,  he  was  of  opi- 
nion, would  conlidcr  itfelf  as  charged  with  this  ba- 
iinels.  An  agent,  who  is  neither  conful  nor  minifl-er, 
is  an  inflrurr.ent  unknown,  an  undefined  character 
that  would  not  be  recognifed.  It  was  impoffible, 
he  laid,  for  any  two  agents,  one  in  Great  Britain 
and  the  other  in  the  Weft  Indies,  to  gain  inlorma- 
tion  of  the  fufferings  of  teamen  in  difierent  parts  of 
the  two  countries,  particularly  in  Great  Britain.  He 
called  upon  Gentlemen  to  fay  whether  tliey  had 
ever  heard  of  fuch  a  character  as  they  were  pro- 
pofing  to  create  ?  He  faid  America  had  confuls  in 
every  part  of  the  world,  and  if  they  have  not,  they 
ought  to  have  falaries  for  the  bulinefs.  Why  ap- 
point agents,  and  what  authority  will  they  have  ,'' 

Mr.  Sedgwick  noticed  the  different  kinds  of 
American  citizens,  and  the  difficulties  arifing  from 
the  doctrine  of  inalienable  right  fupported  by 
the  Englifn  ;  and  obferved,  that  when  two  countries 
each  claim  a  right  to  a  man,  no  means  but  force  were 
left  to  decide  between  them. 

The  refolution  was  amended,  and  a  fele6l  Com- 
mittee ordered  to  prepare  a  bill.  The  fubflance  of 
which  in  the  next  Cenfor, 

Now,  extraordinary  as  it  may  feem,  and  much 
as  the  reader  may  be  difappointed,  I  muft  abfolutely 
decline  making  a  lingle  remark  on  this  debate.  I 
would,  however,  recommend  it  to  him  to  give  it 
an  attentive  pcrufal  ;  after  v/hich,  by  way  of  recre- 
ation, he  may  read  the  following  dialogue  : 

Legljlative  JVningUng,  a  la  Mode  de  Paris. 

Mr.  Living/ion. — The  feamen,  failing  under  the 
fandtion  of  our  national  flag,  have  been  violently 
forced  into  a  fervice  they  abhor,  cruelly  torn  from 

their 
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tlieir  dear  wives  and  fmillng  babes,  and  ignomini- 
oufly  fcourgcd  for  afTcrting  their  privileges  as  citi- 
zens !  The  country  to  which  they  looked  for  relief 
has  regarded  their  lufFerings  witli  apathy  and  indif- 
ference. Three  long,  long  years  we  have  beheld 
their  whippings  and  heard  their  lamentable  cries  ; 
yet,  for  three  long,  long  years  we  have  been  filent 
fpeclators  of  the  difgraceful  fcene  !  We  have  be- 
gun a  compa6l  with  their  oppreffors,  in  which  thefe 
poor  dear  fellows  look  with  longing  eyes  in  vain  for 
one  little  tiny  article,  one  ray  of  hope  !  1  hluJJi^ 
that  an  American  Minifter  could  be  guilty  of  this 
difgraceful  omiflion  ! 

Peter  Porcuphie. — Mr.  Chairman,  the  Gentleman 
who  fpoke  laft,  has  defcribed  the  fufferings  of  our 
injured  fellow-citizens  in  a  manner  that  does  infi- 
nite honour  to  his  feelings.  He  talks  about  Uufhhig 
and  guilty  dfgraceful  onuffions  with  a  warmth  peculiar 
to  himfelf,  and  admirably  calculated  to  produce 
what  the  plaj-ers  call  liage  effect:.  Indeed,  Sir,  I 
cannot  help  looking  on  oiirlelves  as  engaged  in  the 
performance  of  a  tragedy  here  :  the  Gentleman  has 
gone  back  2203  years,  even  to  the  days  oi  Euripides, 
for  his  model.  The  piece  will  certainly  do  us  ho- 
nour ;  but  it  feems  to  be  incomplete  without  a  cho- 
rus to  throw  light  on  fome  parts  of  it,  that  in  parti- 
cular where  he  fpeaks  oi  hlufJiing  \  and,  as  I  have 
a  few  verfes  in  my  hand,  which  are  not  quite  foreign 
to  the  fubjedf,  I  beg  leave  to  read  them. 

*  ^'  In  fliort,  to  run  the  Livingftonian  round, 
"  Where  ev'ry  trick  of  knavery  is  found, 
*'  Clofe  at  his  heels  trots  coulin  Peter  R. 

"  And  M ,  a  younger,  feebler  ftar  : 

*'  Two  hopeful  brothers  of  a  hopeful  breed, 
"  Two  thrifty  plants  of  well-approved  feed, 


*  See  Democratjad, 
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'*  Who  long  have  tried,  h  arts  and  mcafures  lafc, 

•*  To  lift  from  filth  the  remnant  of  their  race  ; 

*'  A  race  fo  funk,  by  habit  fodeprav'd, 

*♦  So  long  by  vice  and  infamy  enflav'd ; 

•'  So  weak,  fo  haughty,  pompous,  proud,  and  meai;, 

*'  Indeed  fo  black,  fo  fliamefiil  nnd  "i)fcene, 

*'  That  nought  but  flrength  omnipotent  can  fave 

*•  Their  name  deep  finking  in  oblivion's  wave." 

Charity  begins  at  home,  fays  the  old  proverb  ; 
and  fo  ought  hlujhing,  Mr,  Chairman.  One  would 
think  that  a  man  to  whom  lines  like  thefc  apply, 
need  lend  his  cheek  to  blufh  for  nobody,  and  parti- 
cularly for  the  Governor  of  New- York,  one  ot'  the 
brightcft  characters  in  this  or  any  country.  There 
is  more  wifdom,  more  honefly,  more  real  patriotifin 
in  one  curl,  nay  in  one  lingle  hair  of  Mr.  Jay's 
wig,  than  in  all  the  Ikulls  of  all  the  Livingftons, 
from  the  days  of  St.  Patrick  down  to  the  prefent 
hour. 

Mr.  LivingJIoH. — The  Gentleman  feems  to  be 
paying  me  off  in  my  own  way. 

Peter  Forciiphie. — No,  Sir,  by  no  means ;  I  am 
paying  you  at  the  rate  of  twenty  Jh'illings  hi  the  pound. 

Mr.  Living/Ion. — I  fee  the  Gentleman  is  a  little 
nettled.  The  Houfe  know  too  well  the  value  of 
what  he  advances  to  form  a  wrong  eftimate  of  it. 
I  fhall  let  him  fling  his  dirt ;  thank  Heaven,  it  can- 
not foil  my  chara6ler. 

Peter  Porcupine. — True,  Sir;  nor  is  it  {o  mali- 
cious to  fling  dirt  as  to  H'lng  J^ones.  I  defy  any  one  to 
fay,  that  I  or  any  of  my  family  or  friends  y  ever  flung 
ftones  in  order  to  knock  out  the  brains  of  a  man, 
whofe  arguments  I  was  afraid  to  hear,  becaufe  1 
knew  them  to  be  irrcflflible.  The  treatment  of  Mr. 
Hamilton  is  a  flain,  an  evcrlafling  flain,  on  the  city 
of  New-York,  I  do  not  fcruple  to  fay,  without 
dilparagemcnt  to  a  crowd  of  worthily  celebrated 
men  of  whom  this  country  may  boafl,  that,  after 
General  Wailiington,  this  man  has  rendered  it  the 
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mofl:  effcntial  fervices  ;  this  very  man  whom  a  gang 
of  foreign  ruffians  were  hired  to  difpatch.  Had  one 
of  the  miffiles  hurled  from  their  infimious  liands 
ft  ruck  him  on  the  temple,  you  might  have  had  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  him  expire  at  your  feet,  while  we 
ihould  have  mourned  the  irreparable  lofs.  Were  1 
to  draw  your  charader,  Sir,  and  place  it  by  the  fide 
of  that  of  Mr.  Hamilton  ;  then  you  would  have 
reafon  to  blufli  indeed  ;  a  die  ten  thoufand  times 
deeper  than  crimfon  would  become  your  jaundiced 
cheek. 

Mr.  Swanwick. — The  Gentleman  lad  up  feems 
to  have  lofl  light  of  the  queflion  altogether.  One 
would  think  he  was  contemplating  protedlion  to 
Mr.  Hamilton  infiead  of  American  teamen.  I  fhnll 
endeavour  to  bring  him  back  to  the  fubjecft  before  the 
Committee,  reminding  him,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
fuch  peribnalities  as  he  deals  about  him  are  very  de^ 
rogatory  to  the  dignity  of  this  Houfe. 

I  am  aftonifhed  that  proofs  of  impreffrnents  are 
called  for.  A¥hen  we  heard  of  American  feamen 
being  prifoners  in  Jlgisrs,  no  evidence  was  required 
with  relpe6l  to  numbers.  The  united  exertions  of, 
the  whole  American  people  feemed  lo  cry  out  for 
their  releafement.  Let  us  not  be  too  nice  about  evi- 
dence. Thefe  men  are  ignorant ,  and  cannot  give  the 
necelTary  information. 

Peter  Porcupine, — Mr.  Chairman,  I  thank  the 
Gentleman  for  his  hint  about  perfonalities  ;  but  he 
will  allow,  that  I  am  as  excufable  as  Mr.  Living- 
flon,  who  talked  about  the  Jhanicful,  guilty,  and 
difgraceful  condudl  of  a  moft  upright  public  Minif- 
ter.  I  may  not  have  the  mellitiuent  eloquence  of 
the  Gentleman  lalt  up  :  I  know  I  am  a  rough- hewn 
mortal  ;  but,  as  1  am  fpeaking  to  men,  and  not  to 
•anaffembly  of  little  mijfes,  the  want  of  that  Gentle- 
man's filver  lifp  may  not  amount  to  a  total  difqua- 
lification. 

I  fliall 
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I  fhall  now  turn  lo  what  the  Gentleman  has  ad- 
nranced  on  the  fubjccSt  before  us — He  be^s  us  "  not 
'^  to  be  too  nice  about  evidence."  This  is  croincr  a 
f^cp  beyond  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal  of  Paris. 
There  the  accufer  is  heard,  and  if  the  jury  are  fcUit- 
£cd  of  the  guilt  of  the  prifoner,  no  evidence  is  heard 
m  his  defence.  This  is  not  bcinp;  over-nice  ;  but  we 
are  required  to  be  It  ill  lefs  nice.  The  merciful 
French  hear  the  witncfles  againO:  the  prifoner  at  any 
rate  ;  but  we  are  called  upon  to  give  our  verdict, 
•without  hearing  any  at  all.  Poor  unfortunate  Great 
Britain  is  to  be  condemned  upon  the  bare  indi<5l- 
ment.  One  comes  forward  and  accufcs  her ;  flie 
holds  up  her  feeble  emaciated  hand,  and  pleads. 
Nor  Guilty,  my  Lords.  Some  of  us  wifh  to  hear 
■vvhat  can  be  urged  againft  her  ;  but  the  Gentleman 
tells  us  not  to  be  too  nice  about  evidence  ;  that  llic  is 
a  notorious  oftcnder  ;  that  "  every  man  knows  it, 
''  though  no  one  can,givc  regular  inforniat'ton  of  it  ;" 
and,  in  fhort,  that  the  ought  to  have  been  annihi- 
lated long  ago.  In  vain  do  we,  like  Pontius  Pi- 
late, allv,  Forzvhat?  Still  tliey  cry  with  one  voice. 
Let  her  be  crucified  !  Let  her  he  crucified  ! — And 
is  it  thus  we  treat  our  poor  old  mother  in  the  hour 
of  her  dillrefs  ? 

The  Gentleman  produces,  as  a  fufficient  reafon 
for  our  not  being  foo  nice,  the  great  "  ignorance  of 
"  the  citizens  impreffeci."  And  do  I  hear  this  lan- 
guage from  Mr.  Swanwick  ?  Is  it  poffible  for  the 
people  to  be  ignorant,  while  under  the  rays  of  this 
focus  of  fcience  ?  Do  I  live,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
hear  the  words  igtiorance  and  citizens  articulated  in 
the  fame  breath  ?  How  long.  Sir,  have  our  ears 
been  dinned  with,  an  inforined  people,  an  enlightened 
people  ;  with  the  deftrudlion  of  fiiperftition  and  pre- 
judice, and  the  luminous  clofe  of  the  eighteenth 
century  ?  And  ihall  we  now  be  told,  that  our 
citizeiis  arc  ignorant  ?    that   they   are   hich    Hupid 
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brutes  as  not  to  be  able  to  give  an  account  of  what 
has  befallen  them  ?  not  even  o(  their  imprilbn- 
ments  and  their  flripes  ? 

But  Mr,  Swanwick,  after  two  or  throe  davs 
diligent  fearch,  brings  us  fomcthing  like  an  account 
of  fome  men  imprefled  from  a  vcflel  of  //is  ozvn  ;  and 
this,  he  iniiils,  is  evidence  enough  for  any  realbn- 
able  man.  Thus,  when  a  failor  can  be  brought  to 
fay,  that  he  has  been  imprelTed  and  Icourged,  he  is 
an  enlightened  citizen  ;  but  when  he  cannot,  he  is  a. 
poor  ignorant  devil,  "  not  capable  of  giving  the  ne- 
**  ceflary  information." 

The  Gentleman  told  us  fomething  about  Algiers; 
and,  though  I  cannot  for  my  foul  perceive  why  Al- 
giers   was    dragged   into  the  debate,  I    look   upon 
myfelf  as  entitled  to  fay  a  word  or  two  in  reply. 
"  The  united  exertions,"  fays  he,  "  of  the  whole 
*'  American  people  feemed  io  cry  out  for  the  releafe- 
*'  ment  of  the  prifoners  in  Algiers."     I  believe.  Sir, 
that  the  people  in  general  were  much  afFei-ted  with 
the  fate   of  thofe  unfortunate  men,  and   that,  had 
proper  meafures  been  taken  to  call  their  feelings  into 
action,  the  prifoners  would  long  ago  have  been  re- 
llored  to  their  families  and  country,  without  the  in- 
terpolition  of  Government ;  but  no  one  will  deny, 
that  thefe  meafures  fhould  have  originated  with  the 
merchants  ;  that  the  example  fhould  have  been  given, 
and,  indeed,    the  greateil  part    of  the   money  be- 
Itovved,   by  themfelves.     Was  this  the  cafe  ?  They 
did,  indeed,   ^'  cry  out;'*  they  might,  for    ought  I 
know,  make  fervent   applications  to   Heaven  ;   but 
the  applications   to   their   purfes,  which    had  been 
filled  by  the  toil  and  hardlbips  of  thefe  poor  fellows, 
were  very  faint  and  incfFe^lual.     A  fublcription  was 
opened  in  this  city  ;  Mr.  Swanwick  was  himlelf  one 
of  the  receivers ;  and   I   now  call  upon  him  to  fay, 
how  much  his  brethren  fubfcribed,  and  how  much 
he  fubfcribed  himfelf.     I  call  upon  him  to  fay,  whe- 
I  thcr 
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tber  a  company  of  foreij^n  players,  yea,  even  Eng- 
liiTi  players,  did  not  fubfcribe  more  than  all  the 
merchants  of  this  great,  rich,  and  fiourifhi ng  city  ! 
— Here  was  *'  apathy  and  indifference,"  indeed  ! 
Here  Mr.  Livingiton  might  have  feen  rcafon  to 
*'  hlu/h  for  a  ififgraceful  om'tjjion  f 

I  am  not  ibrry  that  the  little  Gentleman  beftowed 
a  few  of  his  filvcr  founds  on  the  flaves  in  Algiers, 
as  it  furnifhes  me  with  an  opportunity  of  comparing 
the  conducft  of  the  friends  of  the  refolution  towards 
thofe  men,  and  that  which  they  now  hold  towards 
feamen  impreficd  by  the  Englilh.  The  flaves  in  Al- 
giers could  have  been  at  any  time  ranfomcd,  and 
we  well  know  thrit  they  were  all  real  Americans. 
The  feamen  impreffed  are  indefinite  ;  we  know  not 
who  or  where  they  are ;  all  wc  know  about  them  is, 
that  they  are  all,  or  nearly  lb,  fubjedls  of  the  King 
of  Great  Britain.  Now,  how  comes  it,  that  thefe 
gentlemen  fliow  fnch  amazing  zeal,  and  are  fo  deep- 
ly touched  with  what  they  gravely  call  \k\Q  fujfer'mgs 
of  the  fubjects  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  while  they 
fhow  fuch  indiiference  for  our  own  citizens  ?  Tiiis 
feems  totally  unaccountable  ;  yet,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
think  1  ran  explain  it  in  a  few  words.  The  imprelT- 
mcnt  of  Britijh  teamen  by  the  Britifh  forms  a  llib- 
}c61  of  oppofition  to  the  treaty  ;  any  meafurcs  taken 
to  relifi  that  imprelfment  may  lead  to  a  war;  the  ex- 
pcnle  attending  the  agents  fent  out  will  come  from 
the  public  purle,  and  not  from  the  purle  of  thefe 
gentlemen.  None  of  thefe  weighty  realbns  exifled 
with  rcfpec^  to  the  flaves  in  Algiers;  and  therefore 
they  m!g!)t  have  remained  there,  till  they  had  rotted 
in  their  chains,  had  not  that  Government  which 
thele  ftirklers  for  humanity  now  aceufe  of  apathy 
and  indilfcrcnce,  been  much  more  vigilant  and  hu- 
mane than  they. 

1   have  much   more  to  fay  on  this  fubje6V,  Sir; 

but  as  the  liour  of  Turkey  and  Madeira  is  at  hand, 
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I  ilt  down,  in  order  to  give  the  Houfe  an  opportu- 
nity of  adjourning. 

(To  he  concluded  in  the  Cenfor  for  A^ril.) 


J^arratlve  of  the  Suicide  of  the  Argus  of  New-  York. 

OF  all  the  adls  ariling  from  folly,  vvickednefs,  or 
defpair,  that  of  fuicide  is  bctl  calculated  to  awaken 
curiofity.  it  is  fo  hard  to  be  accounted  for  from  the 
common  evils  incident  to  life,  and  is  fuch  a  direct 
violation  of  the  firli  law  of  nature,  that  a  man  mull 
poffefs  an  extraordinary  degree  of  iioicifm,  not  to 
feci  forae  inclination  to  be  m formed  of  the  caufe. 
For  my  part,  I  felt  this  inclination  lb  forcibly,  upon 
hearing  of  the  fate  of  the  renowned  Argus,  that  [ 
could  not  reft  till  I  had  obtained  a  circumftantial 
account  of  the  whole  affair.  I  truil,  it  is  unneccl- 
iary  to  fay  how  my  breail  has  been  w^rung  by  this 
melancholy  relation ;  neverthelefs,  1  Ihould  not 
think  I  difcharged  my  duty  as  Ceyifor,  did  I  negle6l 
to  impart  it  to  my  readers. 

By  vva  /  of  preface  to  this  narrative,   it  may  not  be 
amifs  to  give  fomc  account  of  the  wonderful  two-, 
legged  creature  whoisthefubjedl  of  it. 

His  name  indicates  tiiat  he  has  a  hundred  eye?, 
which  is  a  real  fadl.  Thefe  eyes,  like  thofe  of  the 
beall:  in  the  vilion,  are  divided  between  his  fore 
and  hinder  parts  ;  but  in  other  refpedls  they  refera- 
ble thofc  of  the  lamper  eel :  that  is,  they  emit  tilth 
and  noxious  matter,  in  place  of  admitting  light ;  or, 
in  other  words,  they  aniwer  none  of  the  ufeful  pur- 
poles  of  this  organ  in  other  animals.  He  is  ex- 
tremely vindictive  and  ferocious  ;  and  though  his 
flupid  eyes  are  too  dim  to  wound  in  the  manner  ot 
the  balililk,  yet  when  he  has  no  other  means  of 
vengeance  left,  he  drops  tears;  that  fcald  and  bum 
like  aqua  fort'u, 

Thefe 
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Thefe  qualities  could  not  fail, to  recommend  iiirfi 
to  the  great  Citizen  Genet,  of  feditious  and  infolent^ 
memory.  He  very  foon  became  the  Citizen's  chief 
favourite,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  drunk  deeply  at 
the  fountain  of  his  largefFes.  From  motives  of  gra- 
titude, therefore,  he  was  dcfperately  attached  to  the 
caufe  of  the  French  Republic.  He  has  written, 
fworn,  and  lied  in  that  caufe  ;  and,  of  all  the  tools 
of  faction,  has,  perhaps,  been  the  moft  fieady  to 
his  truft.  He  has  chanted  the  Marfeillois  Hymn, 
and  celebrated  all  the  fuccefsfulmafiacres  of  his  be- 
nefactors, wiih  that  kind  of  favage  joy  that  ani- 
mates the  ravages  of  beaftsof  prey. 

But,  alas !  how  tranfitory  are  all  fublunary 
things  !  The  difgraceful  defeats,  or,  to  ufe  their 
own  expreiiion,  "  ihc  little  fuccefs,^'  of  his  mafters, 
during  the  laft  campaign,  plunged  him  into  a  ftate 
of  deje6tion,  from  which  he  was  only  raifed  to  be 
funk  over  head  and  ears  in  defpair.  Like  many 
other  charitable  patriots,  he  was  buoyed  np  by  the 
hope  of  a  rebellion,  or,  to  give  it  the  falhionable 
term,  of  a  rc-vohdion^  in  Great  Britain  ;  and  thi? 
event  was  reduced  to  a  certainty  by  the  account  con- 
cerning \he.  Sedition  Bills,  which  our  induftrious,  and 
faithful,  and  impartial  newfmongers  Ipread  through 
thecountry. 

This,  then,  was  the  rock  of  our  Argus's  hope : 
itill,  however,  he  had  his  doubts  and  his  fears,  and 
thefe  were  left  to  flu6luate  during  the  wide  chalm  in 
our  foreign  intelligence.  Nothins;  torments  and 
liarafics  the  mind  like  fufpenfe.  The  poor  Argus 
became  pcnfive  and  melancholy,  was  often  feen  to 
Hop  in  the  middle  of  the  ftreet,  and  heard  to  mutter 
incoherent  expreilions  about  rebellion  and  Sedition 
Bills,  and  Pitt  and  King  George,  or  Citizen  Guelph, 
as  he  called -hi  tn. 

On  Wednefday,  the  fatal  23d  of  March,  about  a 
quarter  after  fix  in  the  morning,  he   was  perceived 
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with  a  fpying-glafs  in  his  hand,  walkhigon  the  bat- 
tery oj3pofitethe  port.  He  was  obferved  to  flop  of- 
ten and  clap  the  glafs  to  one  of  bis  eyes,  then 
fcratch  his  head,  clench  his  fili,  and  give  other  evi- 
dent tokens  of  anger  or  raadnefs.  At  lafl,  turning 
himfelf  towards  the  water,  he  laid  the  telefrope  to 
his  fliouklcr,  as  if  it  were  a  gun,  and,  after  making 
a  motion  to  fire,  uttered  a  loud  cry,  and  ran  down 
to  the  beach.  Two  labourers,  who  had  viewed  him 
all  this  time,  now  loft  fight  of  him.  One  of  them 
haflened  to  the  fpot,  where  he  found  the  poor  dif- 
tra6led  wretch  belabouring  a  log  which  had  been 
thrown  up  by  the  tide.  His  left  hand  was  all  over 
blood,  and  the  telefcope  was  reduced  to  fplinters, 
except  about  four  inches  of  it,  which  heftill  gripped 
faft  in  his  right.  Upon  being  afked  what  v^'as  the 
matter  ?  "  Look,"  fays  he,  holding  his  bloody 
hand  to  the  man,  "  look,  ray  lad,  that's  the  heart's 
*'  blood  of  Pitt :  no  pity  !  no  pity  !  let's  to  thepa- 
*^  lace,  and  cut  all  their  throats  !" 

The  other  workman  now  came  up  ;  and  the  two 
together,  with  the  help  of  a  third  perfon,  made 
fhift  to  get  him  home,  without  further  mifchief. 
This  was  not  eife6led,  however,  without  fomc  dan- 
ger ;  for,  as  he  conceived  himfelf  going  to  New- 
gate, as  a  preparative  for  a  voyage  to  Botany  Bay, 
there  is  not  a  mean  of  annoyance  that  he  did  not 
make  ufe  of,  or  an  execration  that  he  did  not  vomit 
forth. 

When  he  was  put  to  bed,  he  fwore  he  was  on  a 
rack  a  million  times  crueller  than  that  of  Damien. 

Rafcals,"  fays  he,  "  I  have  only  killed  a  Minif- 

ter.     I  have  only  done  my  duty  as  a  citizen  and  a 

patriot."  Thefe  ravings  continued  for  nearly  two 
hours,  after  which,  having  been  copioufly  bled,  he 
dropt  off  to  fleep. 

About  four  in  the  afternoon  he  awaked,  when  to 
the  joy  of  his  friends,  and  the  furprile  of  every  body, 
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be  feemcd  perfedly  reftored  to  his  lerifes.  He  ate  a 
bafin  of  panada,  drank  a  little  wine  and  water,  and 
appeared  quite  recovered,  except  from  the  bruifes  he 
received  from  the  ribs  of  Minifler  Los. 

Jufl  as  things  were  taking;  this  happy  turn,  one  of 
bis  printers  brought  word  that  a  fhip  was  that  mo- 
ment arrived  from  Liverpool,  bringing  news  to  the 
end  of  February.  This  imprudent  communication 
was  the  caufe  of  an  immediate  relapfe.  He  jumped 
up,  and,  without  either  hat  or  coat,  ran  down  to 
the  wharf,  from  whence  he  got  on  board  the  vefTel. 
*'  Well,"  fays  he,  with  a  voice  and  look  that 
feared  the  whole  crew,  "  well,  rafcals,  you  are 
"  come  at  lafl^.  Tell  me  this  moment,  are  the 
"  Bills  paiTed  ?" — The  Captain  anfwered,  Yes. 
'*  What  !"  fays  the  raving  Argus,  "  the  Bills  paffed, 
"  and  no  revolution  !'*  None,  fays  the  Captain. — 
'*  What !  the  Englifh  are  not  cutting  one  another's 
"  throats  yet  ?"■ — No,  fays  the  humane  tarpawling, 
7nore  is  the  pity  ;  hut  let  us  hope,  for  the  Jove  of  God, 
that  they  will  begin  foon. — This  charitable  informant 
had  hardly  done  fpcaking,  when  our  poor  unfortu- 
nate friend  made  an  attempt  to  throw  himfelf  over 
the  quarter-deck.  Being  prevented  here,  he  afTumed 
a  placid  mien,  pretended  he  v/as  only  in  a  joke, 
though  it  was  evident  to  every  one  he  was  but  too 
much  in  earneft.  Soon  after  this  he  flipped  frona 
among  the  crowd  (which  was  very  conliderable  on 
account  of  the  great  news  that  was  expeded),  and 
got  away  on  the  forecaftle,  where  he  was  preparing 
to  hang  himfelf.  He  had  even  got  the  cord  round 
his  neck,  when  he  was  perceived  by  a  man  upon  the 
yards.  His  intentions  were  nowfo  manifefl,  that  it 
would  have  been  downright  inhumanity  to  neglect 
him  any  longer.  He  was  conducted  home  by  Ibme 
of  the  citizens,  and  put  under  the  care  of  his  own 
people. 
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Arrived  once  more  at  his  home,  he  feems  to  have 
been  rcfolved  to  defer  the  execution  of  his  defperate 
defign  no  longer.  He  diflembled,  however ;  talked 
very  connededly  ;  inquired  whether  the  paper  was 
nearly  compofed  or  not,  and  even  fat  down  and  took 
his  pen,  under  pretence  of  writing  an  article  of 
news.  By  thefe  means  he  prevailed  on  his  people  to 
leave  him  alone  ;  two  of  them,  however,  thought  it 
prudent  to  remain  at  the  head  of  the  flairs,  in  order 
to  be  at  hand,  fhould  he  make  any  attempt  on  his 
life.  Their  fufpicions  were  but  too  well  founded  ; 
<  ]  at  the  end  of  half  an  hour's  dead  filence,  they 
^eard  him  utter  a  mofi:  dreadful  groan,  and,  pre- 
fently  after,  fall  on  the  floor.  They  attempted  to 
force  the  door,  but  it  was  too  fecurely  faftened. 
They  then  applied  to  the  wainfcot,  and,  at  lafl, 
made  an  opening,  v^'hen,  fhocking  to  relate  !  they 
found  their  dear  mafter  weltering  in  his  blood,  his 
throat  being  cut  nearly  acrofs.  A  furgeon  was  in- 
flantly  called,  and  every  affiftance  given  ;  but,  I  am 
lorry  to  add,  that,  when  this  morning's  poll  came 
away,  there  was  little  hope  of  recovery. 

The  interval  between  his  entering  his  apartment 
and  perpetration  of  the  horrid  deed,  was,  it  feems, 
employed  in  writing  a  farewell  letter  to  his  fiflerand 
only  relation,  the  Aurora  of  Philadelphia.  I  am 
promifed  a  copy  of  this  letter,  which,  if  obtained, 
Ihall  find  a  place  in  the  next  Cenfor. 

It  is  (aid,  with  what  truth  I  do  not  pretend  to 
afcertain,  that  the  inftrument  with  which  the  fatal 
gafh  was  given,  was  one  of  the  long  conteaiix  em- 
ployed in  the  prifons  of  Paris,  and  was  a  keepfak^ 
from  a  very  intimate  friend  now  in  France. 
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t)ehates  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatlves. 
( Continued  frorh.  Page  296.) 

JVlR.  S.  Smith  obferved,  that,  "  were  there  but 
*'  0716  man,  and  he  a  negro^  fufFering  under  the  gall- 
*'  ing  yoke  of  imprifonment ^  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
"  Government  to  provide  relief  for  that  man."  Now, 
Mr.  Smith,  have  you  not  feveral  negroes  ?  How 
eafy,  then,  is  it  for  you  to  do  an  a6l  of  philan- 
thropy, without  appHcation  to  the  Government, 
and  without  plunging  the  country  into  a  dangerous 
difpute  with  another  nation  ?  You  will  fay,  with- 
out doubt,  that  your  negroes  are  not  fufFering  under 
tlie  galling  "  yoke  of  irapreflment ;"  but,  where  is 
the  ditierence  whether  they  are  under  the  yoke  of  the 
Britilli,  or  under  your  yoke  ?  Slavery  is  flill  flavery  ; 
nor  is  the  yoke  the  weight  of  a  hair  lighter,  for  lad- 
ing durante  vita,  or  becaufe  it  is  impofed  by  a  man 
who  pretends  to  be  the  advocate  of  liberty. 

Nothing  that  I  have  faid,  or  fhall  fay  on  this  fub- 
jeiTt,  is  intended  to  juftify  the  Britifli  in  their  impretf- 
ment  of  Americans:  I  look  upon  their  rondudt  in 
this  refpecfl  as  tyrannical  ;  as  the  efFcc5l  of  that  over- 
bearing infolence  which  is  the  characleriflic  of  but 
too  many  among  their  fubaltern  officers;  and  I  think 
that  redrels  ought  to  be  obtained  with  all  convenient 
fpeed.  But  I  here  confine  myfelf  to  Americans  aloni\ 
by  which  word  1  mean,  thofe  who  were  born  in  the 
United  States,  or    were  inhabitants  of  them  at  th« 
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peace  of  1783,  not  including  dtfertcrs  from  the  Bn~ 
t'lJJi  dut'itig  the  'xar.  Tbcfe  are  Americans,  and  no 
others  arc ;  and  I  venture  to  predicl,  that  whatever 
Ichemes  the  Congrcfs  may  fall  on,  whatever  regiiiers, 
certificates,  or  oaths  of  civifm  they  may  think  proper 
to  furnifh  failors  with,  Great  Britain  will  ever  Icize 
hers  where  the  finds  them. 

Mr.  Livingston  faid,  that  "  it  would  be  no 
"  difficult  matter  to  prove,  that  foreigners  natural- 
"  izedfince  the  declantion  of  independence,  were 
"  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  Government." — 
He  attempted  to  prove  this,  but  I  fhall  not  contra- 
didl  him,  for  the  thing  is  in  itfelf  fo  evidently  abfurd, 
as  to  need  no  remark.  As  to  what  he  pleafes  to  call 
ihQ  7iaturallzation  of  foreigners  (whole  cargoes  at  a 
time,  or  otherwife),  the  rights  of  citizenfhip  they 
enjoy  under  their  new  mafiers,  8cc.  fnall  be  referved 
for  a  future  opportunity.  It  will  be  fufficient  to  add, 
on  this  article,  that  a  bill  was  at  la  ft  agreed  to  for 
appointing  agents  for  the  relief  and  protedlion  of  im- 
prefled  feamen.  But  if  thefe  agents  are  to  be  em- 
ployed (as  the  infiruments  of  a  predominant  fa61ion) 
to  embroil  this  country  in  a  war,  it  were  far  better 
they  had  never  been  appointed. 

Papers  relative  to  the  Treaty  with  Great  Britain, 

March  2. 

Mr.  Livingston  (from  N.  York)  faid,  that  it  was 
generally  underftood  that  Ibme  important  conltitu- 
tional  queftion  would  be  difculTed,  when  the  treaty 
lately  concluded  between  this  country  and  Great 
Britain  fhould  come  under  confideration  :  it  was  very 
delirable,  therefore,  that  every  document  which 
might  tend  to  throw  light  on  the  fubje^l:  fhould  be 
before  the  Houfe.  For  this  purpofe  he  would  move 
the  following  refolution  : 

"  Refolved,  That  the  Prefident  of  the  United 
**  States  berequeftcdto  lay  before  this  Houfe,  a  copy 

"  of 
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^'  of  the  inil:ru<5lions  given  to  the  Minifter  of  the 
*'  United  States  who  negotiated  the  treaty  with  Great 
*'  Britain,  communicated  by  his  meffagc  on  the  ift 
'*  inft.  together  with  the  correfpondence  and  docu- 
"  ments  relative  to  the  faid  treaty." — Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

To  this  refolution  the  following  exception  was  af- 
terwards added  : — "  Excepting  tuch  of  the  faid 
*'  papers  as  any  exitting  negotiation  may  render  im- 
*'  proper  to  be  diltlofed." 

Mr.  Tracy  (Coyme^imt)  requeued  the  Gentle- 
man who  brought  forward  this  refolution  to  give  his 
reafons  for  doing  lb.  He  had  at  prefent  only  told 
the  Houfe  that,  as  the  conftitutionality  of  the  treaty 
might  be  difcufled,  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  pro  - 
pofe  the  meafure.  It  was  well  known  by  every  man 
in  that  Houie,  that  much  difference  of  opinion,  and 
much  lenfibility,  had  been  occafioned  by  the  treaty 
in  queftion  all  over  the  Union.  He  thought  that 
the  only  way  to  treat  the  matter  fairly,  would  be, 
for  every  Member  on  that  floor  to  come  forward  and 
exprefs  himfelf  openly.  Perhaps  the  happinefs  of 
the  country  might  depend  upon  the  iffue  of  their  de- 
liberations upon  it.  In  order  to  avoid  all  bitternefs 
and  mil underftanding,  it  would  be  beft  for  members 
to  come  forward  at  firil  and  llate  their  opinions  fully. 
He  theretbre  alked,  why  this  motion  was  made? 
If  made  barely  to  enable  the  Houfe  to  examine  into 
the  conftitutionality  of  the  treaty,  bethought  that 
might  be  determined  by  comparing  it  with  the  Con- 
ftitution  itlclf.  It  may  be  thought  neceflary  that 
thcle  papers  be  produced  in  order  to  impeach  any  ot 
the  perlbns  employed  in  the  negotiation,  or  the  Pre- 
lident.  He  wifhed  to  know  for  what  purpofe  thefe 
papers  are  called.  He  thought  to  declare  the  whole 
intention  of  the  motion  would  be  a  mean  of  harmo- 
nizing the  Houfe  upon  the  fubjedf.  However,  un- 
til he  knew  the  real  intention,  he  would  hope  it  was 
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a  good  one.  If  he  difagreed  from  the  honourable; 
Mover,  he  fhould  give  his  reafons  for  it.  It  was  a  de- 
licate fubje^l.  That  they  had  a  right  to  the  papers 
called  for,  for  a  good  purpofe,  could  not  be  doubted  ; 
butunlcfs  the  Houfehad  real  occafion  for  them,  the 
Prcfident  would  be  jutiified  in  keeping  them  where 
they  are.  What,  laid  he,  do  we  want  with  thetc 
papers  ?  Is  it  to  make  a  better  treaty,  or  to  do  away 
the  one  made  ?  He  wiihed  to  know  the  Mover's  rea- 
fons fully. 

Mr.  Livingston  faid,  he  had  never  any  vvlfh  to 
conceal  his  intention,  as  he  truftcd  he  never  fhould 
have  any  which  he  fhould  be  alhamed  to  avow.  The 
Gentleman  afked  with  propriety  for  information  ;  he 
anfvvercd,  his  motion  was  made  for  the  purpofe  of 
gaining  information.  He  alked,  to  what  particular 
point  ?  It  may  be  to  all  the  points  he  has  mentioned. 
It  was  impoflible  to  know,  until  the  papers  were  be- 
fore him.  He  willied  for  information :  the  refult 
would  depend  upon  the  information  received.  He 
did  not  know  that  the  impeachment  of  any  perlbn 
would  be  determined  upon  by  that  Houfe.  He  did 
not  think  fo  hin)felf ;  but  he  thought  it  necelfary 
they  fhould  have  an  opportunity  of  making  a  fair 
judgment  of  the  matter.  They  were  the  proper  per- 
fons  to  whom  was  delegated  the  p^wer  of  punifhing 
officers ;  they  ought,  therefore,  to  have  full  oppor- 
tunity of  judging  of  their  condu6l.  It  was  fitnply 
for  information  that  the  refolution  allved,  not  only 
with  refpe(5i:  to  the  othcers  who  were  employed  on 
the  occahon,  but  with  relpeft  to  the  thing  itfelf.  He 
believed  that  Hoyfc  had  the  power  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect any  treaty,  or  not.  It  was  for  this  purpofe  that 
he  wanted  information  ;  and  if  the  Houle  were  of 
the  fame  opinion,  they  would  fupport  tlie  motion. 
Something  had  ^ecn  faid  as  to  the  delicacy  of  the 
fubje^t.  If,  faid  he,  any  reafon  of  ftate  will  not 
permit  the  Prefidcnt  to  give  the  papers  they  alked 
for,  he  wilipve  hk  reafons  for  rcfufing  them.     He 

meant 
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it^eant  not  to  invade  the  rif:;htsof  any  branch  of  Go- 
vernment ;   it  was  information  wliicli  he  fought  for. 

Mr.  Giles  (yirgntia)  laid  he  would  briefly  liatc 
the  reafons  which  inducetl  him  to  fupport  the  palling 
of  the  refbhitions  wiiich  lay  on  the  table.  The  Gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  had  juftU'  laid  that  the 
treaty  had  caulcd  great  fenlibility  throughout  the 
United  States.  It  was  on  this  account  that  he  wanted 
that  information  which  they  had  a  right  to  expect, 
and  without  wliich  they  could  not  proceed  to  con- 
lider  the  iiibjcc^t.  If  he  were  to  judge  of  the  treaty 
itlelf,  it  would  not  allay  that  fenlibility  which  had 
been  raifed  againft  it ;  but  he  trulted  theinforrnatio'i 
which  was  called  for  would  be  o(  a  ibrt  to  reconcile 
the  public  mind.  If  no  information  was  given,  he 
mult  own  it  would  have  an  unfavourable  impreiiion 
on  his  mind.  He  wilhed,  therefore,  for  inform.- 
ation. 

Mr.  Murray  (Maryland)  obferved,  that  if  the 
iviover  of  therelblution  betbrethe  Houfe  hadclcarlv 
declared  that  the  objed  of  it  was  for  information, 
he  fhould  not  have  an  0()jeclion  to  it ;  but  the  ex- 
planation given  led  him  to  believe  that  it  had  in  view 
the  cltablithment  of  a  very  alarming  doctrine — uo 
lefs  than  to  determine,  whetficr  the  treaty  Ihali  be 
carried  into  ettedl,  or  not.  By  the  Conltituticn  he 
laid  the  treaty  was  become  tlie  law  of  the  land,  and 
obligato'-y  on  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
From  the  explanation  given,  he  fliould  give  the 
mcafure  his  decided  negative  ;  for  if  that  Houle  had 
the  power  to  decide  on  the  legality  of  the  treaty,  in 
vain  has  the  Conftitution  given  power  to  the  Prcii- 
dent  and  Senate  to  make  treaties.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  the  Houfe  had  no  right  to  incj^uire  into  tlie 
particular  ground  upon  which  this  trgiiity  has  become 
the  law  of  the  land,  fince  it  appears  that  tlic  Preli- 
dent  and  Senate  have  aded  asreeablv  to  the  Conlii- 
tuliou.     it  would  be  a  iblccilim   in  government  to 

fay, 
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fay,  that  there  were  two  powers  which  could  confrot 
each  other.  He  thought  the  rdblution  unconftitu- 
tiona],  as  it  was  predicated  on  the  rifi;lit  of  that 
Houle  to  interfere  with  the  power  placed  in  the  Pre- 
fidcnt  and  Senate  to  make  treaties.  In  order  to  jus- 
tify this  motion,  the  Houle  fhould  firft  determine  the 
treaty  to  be  unconltitutional,  and  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  the  law  of  the  land.  If  it  was  agreed  that 
that  Houfe  had  a  riiiht  to  examine  all  the  lecrets  at- 
tending  negotiatioMS,  a  plan  will  be  adopted  which 
may  open  iecrcts  that  may  be  of  great  injury  to  the 
nation.  Every  man  knows,  laid  he,  that  in  diplo- 
matic tranfacSlions  there  are  certain  lecret  negoti- 
ations ;  he  did  not  know  that  it  was  the  cafe  in  this, 
but  it  might  be  fo.  To  carry  into  effe6t  this  refolu- 
tion,  appeared  to  him  a  diredl  invafion  upon  the 
conftitutional  rights  placed  in  the  Prefidcnt  in  con- 
jundlion  whh  the  Senate.  He  doubted  whether  the 
Senate  could  make  this  demand. 

Thus  did  the  difcuflion  wander  from  its  obje(5l. 
This  motion  of  Mr.  Livingfton  was  the  fignal  of 
hoflile  preparation.  The  friends  of  the  treaty  took 
tlie  alarm  ;  and  the  queftion  became,  not  whether 
the  Houle  had  a  right  to  call  for  the  papers  or  not, 
but  whether  their  fan6lion  w^as  neceffary  to  the  exe- 
cution of  a  treaty. 

The  debates  occupied  the  Houfe  and  the  public 
during  nearly  a  month.  It  is  incompatible  with  my 
plan  to  give  the  fpeeches  at  length,  many  of  which 
do  honour  to  the  hearts,  and  many  others  to  the 
heads  of  the  fpeakers  :  among  the  former  may  be 
noticed  thofe  of  Meflrs.  Buck,  Sedgwick,  Harper, 
and  William  Smith  ;  among  the  latter,  thofe  of 
McfTrs.  Gallatin  and  Giles. 

The  refolution  was  finally  carried,  and  on  the 
31ft  of  March  the  Houfe   received   the  following 

meflage  from  the  Prelident,  in  reply. 

"  Gentlemen 
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"  Gentlemen  of  the  Iloiife  of  Reprefentuthes^ 

'*  With  the  utmolt  attention  I  have  confidereci 
**  your  rclblution  of  the  24th  inft,  requeuing  me  to 
"  lay  before  your  Houfe  a  copy  of  the  infiru^tions  to 
"  the  Minifter  of  the  United  States  wlio  negotiated 
*'  the  treaty  with  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  toge- 
"  ther  with  the  correfpondcnce  and  other  docu- 
*'  mcnts  relative  to  that  treaty,  excepting  fuch  of 
*'  the  faid  papers  as  any  exilting  negotiation  may 
render  improper  to  be  difclofed. 

In  dehberating  upon  this  iubj€(5f ,  it  was  impof- 

iible  for  me  to   lofe  light  of  the  principle  which 

*'  feme  have  avowed  in    its  difcuffion,  or  to  avoid 

extending  my  views  to  the  confequences  which 

rauft  flow  from  the  admiflion  of  that  principle. 

I  truft  that  no  part  of  my  condudt  has  ever 
indicated  a  difpofition  to  withhold  any  informa- 
tion which  the  Conflitution  has  enjoined  upon 
"  the  Prelident  as  a  duty  to  give,  or  vv?hich  could 
*'  be  required  of  him  by  either  Houfe  of  Congrcfs 
*'  as  a  right ;  and  with  truth  I  affirm,  that  it  has 
*'  been,  as  it  will  continue  to  be,  while  I  have  the 
"  honour  to  prefide  in  tlie  government,  my  conltant 
"  endeavour  to  harmonize  with  the  other  branches 
*'  thereof,  fo  far  as  the  truft  delegated  to  me  by  the 
*'  people  of  the  United  States,  and  my  fenle  of  the 
"  obligation  it  impofes  to  prelerve,  protedl,  and  de- 
'*  fend  the  Conflitution,  will  permit. 

"  The  nature  of  foreign  negotiations  requires 
*'  caution;  and  their  fuccefs  mud  often  depend  on 
"  fccrecy  ;  and  even  when  brought  to  a  conclulion, 
*'  a  full  difclofure  of  ail  tlie  meafures,  demands,  or 
eventual  conceflions  which  may  have  been  pro- 
'  poled  or  contemplated,  would  be  extremely  im- 
politic ;  for  this  might  have  a  pernicious  in- 
"  fluence  on  future  negotiations;  or  produce  im- 
*'  mediate  inconveniencics,    perhaps    danger     and 

"  mifchief. 
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mlfchief,  in  relation  to  othtr  powers.     The  ncccf- 
fity  of  fuch  caution    and  lecrecy  was  one  cogent 
realbn  for  vefling  the  power  of  making  treaties  in 
the  Prefident,  vviih  the  advice  and  confent  of  the 
Senate  ;     the  principle   on  which  that   body   was 
*'  formed  confining  it  to  a   fmall  nurriber  of  mem- 
*'   bers.     To  admit    then  a    right    in  the   [loufe  of 
Repirrentativcs    to  demand,    and    to  h:;ve    as  a 
matter  of  courle,   all   the    papers  retpeiting  a  ne- 
*'  gotlation  with  a  foreign  power,  would  be  to  clta- 
blifh  a  dangerous  precedent. 

••  It  does  not  occur,  that  the  infpevTtion  of  the 
papers  afl-ced  for  can  be  relative  to  any  purpofe 
'•  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprelent-- 
atives,  except  that  of  an  impeachment;  v^hich 
the  refolution  has  not  expreficd.  I  repeat  that  I 
have  no  difpolition  lo  withhold  any  information 
which  the  duty  of  my  flation  will  permit,  or  the 
public  good  Ihall  require  to  be  difclofcd  ;  and, 
in  fa61,  all  llie  papers  affc(^l:iDg  the  negotiation 
*'  with  Great  Britani  were  laid  before  the  Senate 
'•'  when  the  treaty  itfelf  was  oommunicated  for  their 
"  confideration  and  advice. 

"  The  courle  which  the  debate  lias  taken  on  the 
"  refolution  of  the  Houfe,  leads  to  fome  obfcrva- 
"  tions  on  the  nu)de  of  making  treaties  under  the 
"  Confiitution  of  the  United  States. 

"  Having  been  a  member  of  the  General  Con- 
"  vention,  and  knowing  the  principles  on  which 
*'  the  Conttilution  was  formed,  I  have  ever  enter- 
*'  tained  but  one  opinion  on  this  lubjecl ;  and  tVom 
"  the  firit  eltablillimcnt  of  the  government  to  this 
"  moment,  niv  condu6f  has  exemplified  that  opi- 
"  nion,  that  the  power  of  making  treaties  is  ex- 
"  clulively  vetted  in  th.c  Pretident,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  content  of  the  Senate,  pro- 
vided two  thirds  of  the  Senators  prefent  concur; 
and  that  every  treaty  lb  made  and  promulgated, 
2  "  thence- 
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**  thenceforward  becomes  the  law  of  the  land.  It 
*'  is  thus  ihe  treaty  iiiaking  power  has  been  iinder- 
«^  flood  by  foreign  nations  ;  and  in  all  th.c  treaties 
f'  made  with  them  ive  have  deelared,  and  t/iey  liavc 
*'  bcheved,  that,  when  ratified  by  tlie  Prelident, 
*'  with  tiie  advic(  and  confent  of  the  vScnate,  they 
"  become  obligatory.  In  the  conllrudlion  of  the 
*'  Conflitution  every  Houfc  of  Reprefentatives  has 
*'  heretofore  acquiefced  ;  and  until  the  prefent  time 
f'-  not  a  doubt  or  fufpicion  has  appeared,  to  my 
*-*  knowlcda;e,  that  this  conftrudion  was  not  the 
"  true  one.  Nay,  they  have  more  than  acqui- 
*'  efced  ;  for,  till  now,  without  controverting  the 
"  obligation  of  fuch  treaties,  they  have  made  ail  the 
*•  reouifite  provifions  for  carrying  them  into  effe61:. 

"  There  is  alfo  reafon  to  believe  that  this  con- 
f'  ftrudtion  agrees  v/ith  the  opinions  entertained  by 
^*  the  State  conventions,  v/hen  they  were  delibe- 
*'  rating  on  the  Conftitution,  elpecially  by  thofe 
**  who  obje6led  to  it,  becaufe  there  was  not  required, 
*'  in  commercial  treaties^  the  confent  of  two  thirds  of 
<*  the  whole  number  of  the  membejs  of  the  Se- 
**  nate,  inftead  of  two  thirds  of  the  Senators  pre- 
*'  fent,  and  becaufe  in  treaties  refpe(9:ing  territo- 
"  rial  and  certain  other  rights  and  claims,  the  con- 
**  currence  of  three  fourths  of  the  whole  number 
**  of  the  members  of  both  Houfes,  refpedively,  was 
**  not  made  neceflary. 

"  It  is  a  fa61:  declared  by  the  General  Convention, 
"  and  univerfallyunderflood,  that  the  Conftitution oi" 
"  the  United  States  was-the  refult  of  a  fpirit  of  amity 
f*  and  mutual  conceffion.  And  it  is  well  known 
*'  that,  under  this  influence,  the  Imaller  States  were 
"  admitted  to  an  equal  reprefentation  in  the  Senate, 
"  with  the  larger  States ;  and  that  this  branch  of  the 
f  Government  was  invefled  with  great  powers  ;  for 
♦*  on  the  equal  participation  of  thofe  powers,  the 

"  fovereignty 
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"  fovcreignty    and   political  fafety    of  the   fmalJer 
"  States  were  deemed  effentialiy  to  depend. 

"  If  other  proofs  than  theie,  and  the  plain  letter 
"  of  the  Conftitution  itfelf,  hcneceflary  to  afcertain 
"  the  point  under  conlidcration,  they  may  he  found 
*'  in  the  Journals  of  the  General  Convention,  whicli 
I  have  depofited  in  the  office  of  the  department  of 
State.  In  thofc  journals  it  will  appear,  that  a 
propofition  was  made,  *  that  no  treaty  fhould  be 
binding  on  the  United  States  which  was  not  rati- 
fied by  a  law,'  and  that  the  propofition  was  ex- 
plicitly rejecled. 

As,  therefore,  it  is  perfc611y  clear  to  my  under- 
fianding,  that  the  aflent  of  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives  is  not  neccfiary  to  the  validity  of  a 
**  treaty  ;  as  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  exhibits 
"  in  itfelf  all  the  objccTts  requiring  Icgiflative  provi- 
*'  fion,  and  on  thefe  the  papers  called  for  can  throw 
*'  no  light ;  and  as  it  is  eirential  to  the  due  admini- 
*'  firation  of  the  Government,  that  the  boundaries 
*'  fixed  by  the  Conftitution  between  the  different 
departments  fhould  be  preferved  ;  a  juft  regard  to 
the  Conflitution  and  to  the  duty  of  my  ofiice, 
under  all  the  cipcum fiances  of  this  cafe,  forbid  a 
compliance  with  your  requeft." 


a 

ii 

a 


ii 
<i 


Remarks. — Nobody  will  deny,  that  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  have  a  riohf  to  call  for  papers  of 
every  kind,  relative  to  matters  laid  before  them ; 
nor  will  any  one  deny,  that  the  Prefident  has  an 
equal  right  to  refufe  them.  The  neceflity  of  the  call 
can  alone  render  itjufiifiable  in  point  of  propriety  ; 
and,  confequently,  ifnoluch  neceffity  exifts,  a  re- 
fufal  on  the  part  of  the  Prefident  cannot  be  improper. 

Three  reafons  were  urged  in  favour  of  the  call : 
1.  Something  might  be  difcovered  that  would  juflify 
an  impeachment ;  2.  The  papers  might  throw  light 
on  fome  parts  of  the  treaty  ;   3.  They  might  contain 

Ibmethingj, 
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fomefhliig,  which  would  tend  to  reconcile  the  peo- 
ple io  that  inflrumcnt. 

With  rclpcd  to  the  firfi:  of  thefe — difcoverhig 
grounds  for  aji  mpcaclimcnt — I  would  afk,  who  could 
have  been  the  object  of  this  impeachment  ?  Not  the 
negotiator  certainly  ;  for,  whatever  might  be  his 
conduct  at  the  court  of  London,  it  had  received  the 
folemn  fan^lion  of  the  Prelident  and  Senate.  Ho 
was  charged  with  powers  to  make  a  treaty  ;  he  had 
done  fo  ;  and  thofe  who  had  difpatched  him,  had 
approved  and  ratified  the  rcfult  of  his  negotiation  : 
if.  therefore,  there  was  any  blame,  it  muft  fall  on 
thofe  under  whofe  orders  he  aded,  and  not  on  him. 

I  prcfume  the  idea  of  impeaching  the  Senate 
never  entered  the  brains  of  even  Virginians,  and  of 
courfe  the  Prefidcnt  muft  be  the  object.  But  tlw 
papers  ni'ight  throiv  light  on  fame  parts  of  the  treaty. 
Now  I,  who  am  no  ftatefman,  God  knows,  have 
read  this  treaty,  and  I  think  I  underftand  it  perfectly 
well.  It  is  in  good  plain  Englifh,  and,  though  that 
may  be  one  of  its  principal  faults  with  the  quibblers 
from  the  South,  yet  it  ought  to  render  explanatory 
papers  unnecefPary.  Will  any  one  of  the  oppofition 
members  fay,  that  he  does  not  underfland  the  treaty? 
If  he  fays  fo,  will  it  not  be  necelTary  to  fend  him 
back  to  his  confiitucnls,  or  furnifh  him  with  an  in- 
terpreter ?  I  confrfs  that  the  outlandifh  gentlemen, 
fuch  as  Mr.  Gallatin  for  example,  may  experience 
ferious  difficulties  on  this  account;  but  is  this  to 
authorize  a  call  that  would  divulge  all  the  fecrets  of 
the  State  ?  would  it  not  be  infinitely  better  to  have 
the  treaty  tranflated  into  Italian,  or,  like  the  French 
decrees  of  fraternit),  into  all  the  living  languages.^ 
Befides,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  papers  called 
for  are  in  EngliHi  as  well  as  the  treaty,  and  of  courfe 
thofe  who  do  not  underfland  the  latter  would  not 
Vindcrftand  the  former. 

I  would 
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I  would  by  no  means  Infinuate  here,  that  all  ihc 
oppofition  members,  who  are  not  foreigners,  are 
adequate  to  a  tuU  comprehenfion  of  the  treaty  ;  for 
though,  like  ihc  Boinjeois  GentilJwjivne,  they  talk 
tolerably  good  profe,  without  knowing  it,  their 
fpceches  fnlly  prove  that  ihey  know  but  little  of  the 
merits  of  the  treaty.  And  to  them,  as  to  foreigners, 
the  fame  queftion  will  apply:  If  they  cannot  under- 
ftand  the  treaty,  how  are  they  to  nnderftand  the 
papers  ?  Molt  people,  I  believe,  will  allow,  that  a 
diplomatic  correfpondence  is  more  dil^icult  to  ana- 
}yfc  than  the  infirument  in  queftion  ;  and  if  fo,  how 
is  it  poifible  that  thcfe  contracted  minds  fhould  de- 
rive light  from  Inch  a  correfpondence  ? 

Some  of  the  members  of  opposition  are,  however, 
of  a  different  ftamp.  Thcle  did  not  want  light ; 
they  are  blefled  with  that  in  the  extreme  degree. 
The  rays  firike  on  their  minds  with  fuch  force  as  to 
hlind  every  principle  of  honour  and  honefly.  From 
the  finetre  of  thele  gentlemen  what  could  have  been 
expelled  from  the  papers  ?  That  profound  politician 
patriot  Miid'ifon  found  ou\  Jive  different  conltrudfions 
of  one  tingle  claule  of  the  Conflitution  ;  and  perhaps 
he  would  have  found  five  times  the  number  of  every 
rlaufc  in  the  difpatches.  Where  or  when  could  this 
have  ended  ? 

It  is  lomething  truly  aftonifhing,  that  papers,  or 
any  thing  elfe,  fhould,  at  this  late  hour,  be  called 
for,  in  order  to  throw  light  on  the  Britifh  treaty. 
Tiiere  have  been,  upon  a  moderate  computation, 
more  than  fifty  volumes  in  folio  written  and  printed 
on  the  lubjetSt ;  public  meetings  have  been  held  on 
it  in  every  corner  of  the  L^nion ;  petitions  by  hun- 
dreds have  been  given  in  for  and  againft  it ;  and  the 
inlirument  itfelf  has  been  in  the  hands  of  every  one 
during  ihe  fpace  of-eight  months.  Where,  then,  do 
thefc  people  come  from,  who  now  want  papers  tt> 

throw 
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throw  liglit  on  the  fubjecSl;  if,  indeed,  they  Can 
prove,  thai  they  have  been  buried  in  the  weflern 
woods^  plotting  *'  poHtical  lins"  anew,  or  con- 
jftantly  occupied  in  driving  their  ne^ro  conjlltiients  to 
the  tobacco-fields  and  home  again,  1  fliall  be  ready 
to  make  an  allowance  tor  their  ignorance;  but  \i 
they  cannot  prove  this,  it  they  have  enjoyed  tliefame 
means  of  information  as  thole  enjoyed  by  every  man 
in  ihfzfree  States,  and  are  yet  ignorant  of  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  the  treaty,  I  muft  abfolutely  declare 
them  too  ftupid  to  judge  of  it  at  all,  and  totally  un- 
worthy of  having  an  intricate  diplomatic  correfpond^ 
ence  fubmitted  to  their  examination. 

But,  allowing  that  the  papers  might  h^-ve  thrown 
light  on  ibme  parts  of  the  treaty,  how  was  this  ne- 
ceiTary   to   their    deciding  on  granting  the  fupplies 
neceflary    to  carry  it   into  effe6t  ?   for  it  is  for  this 
purpofe  alone  that  a  treaty  is  laid  before  them.     We 
will  fuppofe,  for  a  moment,  that  they  had  difcovered 
that  Mr.  Jay  had  gone  beyond,  or  fallen  fhort  of 
liis   inllru.^iions  ;   nay,  v^e  will  even   fuppofe   that 
they  had  found  as  indubitable  proofs  of  Englifh  cor- 
ruption, as  they  have    had  of  French   corruption  ; 
how  could  that  circumftance  have  afFedled  their  de- 
cifion  .''   If  they  have  a  right  of  excrciling  their  judg- 
ment  with   rcfpe6t  to  a  treaty,  it   muft  be   on    tha 
treaty  itfelf ;  and  that  was  before  them.    The  means 
employed   in   the   negotiation   could    not  alter  the 
inftrument  itfelf.     It  has  a  precife  meaning,  couched 
in  terms  which  cannot  be  mifunderilood  ;  and  on 
that  meaning  alone  could  they  found  their  decifion. 
What  an  idiot  of  a  connoilifeur  fliould  we  think  him, 
who,  upon  tlwi;  fight    of  a  pi6iure,  fliould  call  for 
the  pencils  with   which  it   was  painted,  in  order  to 
form  an  opinion   of  its  merits  I     Yet,  exactly  fuch 
was  the  call  (or  papers  relative  to  the  treaty. 

There   was,  however,    another  reafon  afligned  : 
thefe  papers  mi^ht  contain  fomethlngy  ivhich  "Jiouhi  ten 
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to  reconcile  the  people  to  the  injlrument.     I  could  have 
cxculed  every   thing   but    this  grofs,  this  palpable 
hypocrify.     What !  did   tliclc   oppofition    members 
delire  to    fee   Ibmcthing   that   would   reconcile  the 
people  to  the  treaty  ? — tbcfe  very  men  who  had,  in 
ways  more  or  lefs  direcl:,  ftipulated  with  the  mob  to 
oppol'e  it.      It  is  a  fadl  well  known,  that  the  leaders 
among  them  had  all  written  or  niade  public  Ipeeches 
reprelentiug  it    as  inimical  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
iof  the  people;  the  Gentleman  who  brought  forward 
the  refolution  was  one  of  thofe  who  took  the  lead  at 
New-York,  when  the   French   and   American  flags 
were  hoiflcd  againft  it,  and  when- it  was  abfolutely 
burnt  before  the  houfe  of  Governor  Jay.  And  yet  thefe 
very  men  now  pretend,  that  they  with  for  fomething 
that  may  reconcile  the  people  to  it !   What  an  opinion 
mufl  they  have  of  the    Prelident,  to  luppofe   him 
open  to  fuch  barefaced  deception  !   When  men  have 
long  fucceeded  in  this,  or  any  way,  they  are  apt  to 
over-rate  their  talents  ;  it  is  not  therefore  fo  very  won- 
derful that  they  fhould  imagine  it  is  as  eafy  to  cajole 
General  Wafhington  as  their  deluded  conftituents. 

I  have  now  done  with  \\\q  pretended  moiwcs  of  the 
refolution  (on  which  I  muft  confefs  I  have  taken  up 
too  much  of  the  reader's  time),  and  fhall  come  to 
what  I  imagine  to  be  the  real  motives  of  it. 

To  begin  at  the  fountain-head,  the  mind  from 
which  the  mifchievous  and  malicious  idea  firfl: 
iliued  :  it  is  tolerably  well  known,  that  the  Livhtg' 
/7o/Zi' harbour  a  mortal  hatred  againfl  the -family  of 
his  Excellency  Governor  Jay,  which  hatred  is  un- 
doubtedly paid  back  with  contempt.  The  charac- 
ters of  the  parties  fufficiently  explain  the  caufe, 
'  This  is  iiot  the  tirft  inftance  of  private  refentment 
tinding  its  way  into  public  aflfemblies.  Something 
in  thefe  papers  might  have  been  found,  which,  ifl 
properly   handled;,    would   have  imprelied  on  thef 
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minds  of  the  ignorant,  a  belief  that  Mr.  Jay  had 
abandoned  their  interefls  ;  that  he  was  partial  to  the 
Englifh  nation  (which  alone  is  a  fufficient  crime), 
and  that  he  felt  little  anxiety  tor  the  ruccefs  of  the 
French.  The  flighted  exprcifiion,  leaning  this  way, 
would  have  been  tortured  into  the  moft  odious  fis:- 
nilication  by  men  who  are  capable  of  finding  five 
ditferent  conltruclions  of  a  fimple  fentence.  There 
could  not  be  imagined  a  more  complete  method  of 
rendering  the  worthy  Envoy  odious  to  the  majority, 
in  numbers,  of  his  State,  and  of  preparing  the  way 
for  his  being  reje(5ted  at  another  election. 

But  though  this  might  be  the  principal  obje6l 
wuth  the  "  honourable  Mover,"  as  he  has  been  ironi- 
cally called,  yet  we  muft  not  fuppofeall  the  mem- 
bers of  Oppofition  to  have  no  higher  views.  They 
undoubtedly  participate  with  Mr.  Livingfton  in  a 
deteftation  of  the  Envoy.  1  prefume  this,  becaufe 
it  is  natural ;  but  their  projcdls  feem  to  be  much 
more  extenfive  than  the  cutting  of  a  Governor. 
Their  eyes  are  fixed  on  another  quarter,  where  a 
nobler  game  prefents  itielf.  In  fhort,  if  I  have  any 
penetration,  their  plan  is  nothing  fhort  of  driving 
the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  from  the  pott  he 
now  fills. 

If  there  be  any  one  who,  mcafuring  the  hearts  of 
others  by  his  own,  looks  upon  this  as  impoffible,  I 
requeft  him  to  turn  his  eye  to  the  infuUs  that  have 
been  heaped  on  this  man  during  the  prefent  leflion 
of  Congrefs.  The  fa6l  is,  nobody  doubts  of  this  ; 
and  the  only  thing  that  furprifes  me^  is,  nobody 
attempts  to  rendeijlthe  deftrudtive  projedt  abortive. 

It  may  be  alked,  what  views  can  the  Oppofition 
have  ?  To  this  queftion  I  anfwer  by  another  :  what 
vievvs  have  the  diforganizers  in  every  country  ? 
What  views  could  the  nobleman  have  v^ho  propofed, 
in  France,  the  abolition  oi  nobility?  What  views 
bad  the  b'ljho^  who  propofed  the  abolition  of  r^/i^/'ow^^ 

Y  2  What 


314  POLITICAL  CENSOR,  No.  III. 

What  views  had  the  filly  Lord  Stanhope  when  he 
propofed  an  imitation  of  the  French  fans-culottes, 
and  declared  he  ivould  like  to  he  hanged  !^  Is  there 
any  thing  too  ftupid,  abfurd,  and  vile,  to  be  wiflied 
for  by  thofe  who  are  the  partifans  of  France  ? 

That  they  may  not  fucceed,  is  furely  the  lincere 
delire  of  every  man  who  wifhes  well  to  his  country. 
But  the  event  is,  at  leaft,  doubtful.  It  requires 
fortitude  fomething  more  than  human,  to  endure 
fuch  treatment  as  the  Prelidcnt  has  received,  without 
yielding  to  the  didiates  of  difgufl.  There  is  hardly 
a  man  on  earth  but  himfelf,  that  would  not  have 
retired  long  ago.  For  my  part,  I  fhould  have  hurled 
the  papers  in  their  face,  in  the  midft  of  their  quib- 
bling and  fpitelul  harangues,  fent  them  my  religna- 
fion,  and  retired  to  my  home.  Happily,  General 
Wafhington  is  a  man  of  another  character.  But  it 
is  not  reafonable  to  hope  that  he  will  bear  this  tan- 
talizing for  ever  :  there  is  a  certain  point  beyond 
which  the  patience  and  fortitude  of  no  man  can  go  ; 
and  fliould  his  ungrateful  enemies  furpafs  it,  we 
miift  expedi  to  be  ktt  adrift  in  the  fiorm. 

I  have  hitherto  deferred  giving  the  reader  the  Ayes 
and  Noes  on  the  call  tor  papers,  in  order  that  they 
may  appear  in  this  place,  after  the  motives  of  the 
refolution  have  been,  as  I  prefume,  fairly  ftated. 
Mere  they  follow  *,  and  the  reader  will  do  well  to 
rccoHe<^,  that,  however  they  may  fliltit  hereafter, 
this  is  the  lilt  to  whicli  lie  mav  at  all  times  refer,  to 
know  who  are  the  friends  and  who  are  the  enemies 
of  the  go%'eran)ent,  contiitulion,  peace,  and  pro- 
fperityof  the  United  States. 

Ayes. — Meilieurs  Baily,  Baird,  Baldwin,  Ben- 
fon,  Blount,  Brent,  Bryan,  Bur^xfs,  Cabel,  Chiijiie, 
Claibourne,  Clopton,  Coles,  Dearborn,  Dent, 
Duval,  Earl,  Finilky,  Franklin,  Gallatin,  Gillefpie, 
Giles,  Gregg,  Greenup,  Grove,  Hampton,  Han- 
cock, Harrifon,  ILi thorn,  Havt-ns,  Heath,  Holland, 
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Jackfon,  KitcheU^  L'lvingjlon,  Locke,  JV.  Lyman, 
Maclay,  Macon,  Madilbn,  Millcdge,  Moore,  ilM/- 
lenberg.  New,  Nicholas,  Orr,  Page,  Parker,  Puttojiy 
Prefton,  Richard,  Rutherford,  Shcrborn,  Ifrael 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Sprigg,  Swanwick,  Tatem, 
Van-Courtlandt,    Varnum^   Vcnablc,  Winn. — 62. 

Nays. — Meffieurs  Bourne,  Bradbury^  Buchy 
Coit,  Cooper,  A.  Fojier,  D.  Fojier,  Freeman,  Gill, 
Oilman,  Glen,  Goodhue,  Goodrich,  Gri/wald,  Harper, 
Hartley,  Hdlhoufe,  Hindman,  Kittera,  S.  Lyman, 
Malbone,  Murray ,  Reed,  Sedgivick,  Sitgreaves, 
Jeremiah  Smith,  N.  Smith,  Ifaac  Smithy  W.  Smith, 
Sivift,  Thatcher,  Thomas,  Thompfon,  Tracey^  Van- 
AUen,  JVadJworth,   JVilHa77is. — 37. 

It  is  a  truth,  which  cannot  be  too  often  repeated, 
that  the  oppofers  of  the  Britifh  treaty  are,  for  the 
moll  part,  men  who  have  long  and  fteadily  oppofed 
every  falutary  meafure  of  the  General  Government, 
joined  by  fucii  as  this  treaty  obliged  to  pay  their  juft 
debts.  It  is  weil  known  that  it  is  againft  the  fouth- 
ern  States  alone  that  the  Britifh  merchants  com- 
plain ;  and  for  this  reafon  it  is  that  we  fee  the  mem- 
bers from  thofe  States  moft  oppofed  to  it.  All  the 
names  in  the  above  lifi^s,  written  in  italics,  are  of 
members  coming  from  States  to  the  north  of  Vir- 
ginia, from  which  it  will  appear,  that  only  two 
members  from  the  fouthern  States  voted  in  the  mi- 
nority. This  circumflance  is  a  fufhcicnt  proof  of  the 
motives  of  the  Oppolition. 

Refolution  hy  ivay  of  Proteji  againjl  the  Prejjdent''s 

MeJJage, 

April  26. 

The  Houfe  having  rjfolved  itfelf  into  a  Commiltcc 
of  the  whole  on  the  meirage  from  the  Prclident,  Mr. 
Blount  (from  North  Carolina)  moved  the  following 
refolutions,  which  were  finally  palTed. 

Y  3  Refolvcd, 
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Refolved,  that,  it  being  declared  by  the  fecond 
{eS.'\on  of  the  fecond  article  of  the  Conftitution, 
"  that  the  Prelident  fhall  have  power,  by  and  with 
«*  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Senate,  to  make 
"  treaties,  provided  tvvo  thirds  of  the  Senate  prefcnt 
*'  concur,"  the  Houfe  of  Reprcfentatives  do  not 
claim  any  agency  in  ynahng  treaties  ;  but  that  when 
a  treaty  Itipulates  regulations  on  any  of  the  fnbjecis 
fubmitted  hy  the  Conflitiition  to  the  power  of  Congrejs, 
it  muft  depend  for  its  execution,  as  to  fuch  Itipula- 
tions,  on  a  law  or  laws  to  be  palFed  by  Congrefs  ; 
and  it  is  the  conftitutional  right  and  duty  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprcfentatives,  in  all  fuch  cafes,  to  de- 
liberate on  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  car- 
rying fuch  treaties  into  efTed,  and  to  determine  and 
a61  thereon,  as  in  their  judgment  may  be  moft  con- 
ducive to  the  public  good. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  not  nccefTary  to  the  propriety 
of  any  application  from  tliis  Koufe  to  the  Executive 
for  information  defired  by  them,  and  which  may  re- 
late to  any  confiitutional  functions  of  the  Houfe, 
that  the  purpofes  for  v^hich  fuch  information  may  be 
wanted,  or  to  which  the  fame  may  be  applied, 
Ihould  be  ftated  in  the  application. 

On  the  latter  of  thefe  relblutions  it  is  only  necef- 
fary  to  obferve,  that  it  is  by  no  means  inconfiftent 
with  the  motives  that  dilated  the  call  for  papers  ; 
thofe  motives  I  have  already  ftated,  it  will  therefore 
be  ufelefs  to  fay  any  thing  more  on  the  refolution. 

The  firft  relblution  merits  a  great  deal  of  atten- 
tion, as  it  feems  to  be  the  lafting  definition  of  the 
treaty-making  power. 

Patriot  Mad'ifon  was  the  only  Member  that  en- 
tered into  a  defence  of  this  reiolution.  To  give  his 
fpeech  here  would  be  to  fill  up  my  pages  with  what 
no  one  would  read  :  I  fhall,  therefore,  content  my- 
felf  with  inferting  an  extract  from  the  debates  in  the 
Virginia  Convention,  at  the  time  when  the  Confti- 
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tutlon  of  the  United  States  was  under  confidera- 
tion. 

The  reader  fhould  be  informed,  that  this  patrinl 
was,  at  the  time  of  forming  the  Conltitution,  a  firni 
iriend  to  it  ;  and  indeed  I  have  teen  it  afferted  iii 
print,  that  he  even  drew  it  np.  Let  us,  then,  com- 
pare the  explanation  he  gave  of  this  treaty- making 
claufe,  at  the  time  the  Conflitution  was  under  con- 
fideration,  with  the  explanation  contained  in  the 
refolution  which  he  now  fupports. 

A  Member  in  the  Convention  having  objeded  to 
the  treaty-making  power,  as  expreflcd  in  the  Con- 
iiitution,  becaufe  treaties  became  Ihpreme  laws  of 
the  land,  zvifhout  the  participat'io?i  of  Congrefs^  pa- 
triot Madilbn   rofe  and   laid,    "   Are  not  treaties  the 

lazv  of  the  land  in  E)iglnnil?     I  will  refer  you  to 

a  book  which  is  in  every  man's  hand,  Black- 
"  Hone's  Commentaries.  It  will  inform  you,  that 
*'  treaties,  wade  hy  the  Khig^  are  to  be  the  fupreme 
"  laws  of  the  land.  If  lliey  are  to  have  any  efficacy, 
"  they  nmft  he  laws  of  the  land.  They  are  lb  in  every 
"   country.^* 

Now  where  has  the  patriot  been  fince  the  time 
that  he  gave  this  explanation  of  the  treaty-making 
power  ?  What  fort  of  company  mufl  he  have  fallen 
into  ?  I  tliould  be  very  lorry  to  fuppofe  that  lie  has 
drunk  at  the  fountain  that  poilbned  his  countryman 
Randolph  ;  but  really,  fuch  a  change  of  fentiment, 
fuch  diredUy  contradidlory  explanation  of  the  very 
fame  claufe,  is  hard  to  be  accounted  for. 

In  this  debate  on  the  call  for  the  papers,  which 
was,  in  fad.,  a  debate  on  the  treaty-making  power, 
the  patriot  was  feveral  times  called  on  for  an  expla- 
nation of  his  do(5lrine  advanced  in  the  Convention. 
ri,e  had  the  prudence  to  avoid  an  anlwer  at  that 
time,  and  to  referve  himfelf  for  the  difcuffion  of  the 
prefent  refolution.  He  tells  us  here,  that,  upon  hk 
honour i  he  hTi^  forgotten  what  pafTed  in  tl\e  Conven- 
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tion  ;  but  that,  liovvevcr  refpe^ahk  fuch  aulhorlties 
nay  be,  the  Conftitution  muft  now  explain  it/elf. — 
And  fo,  Sir,  you  have  forgot  ten  ^  have  you  ?  for- 
gotten all  about  it  ?  The  waters  of  Virginia,  where 
you  have  undergone  your  political  baptifm,  and 
where  you  have  emerged  a  new  man,  are,  I  fup- 
pofe,  like  thofe  of  Lethe. 

But  though  Mr.  Madifon  had  been  dipped  in  the 
pool  of  oblivion,  fome  other  members  of  the  Houle 
had  not;  and  as  they  made  fo  preffing  a  call  on  him 
for  the  explanation,  he  was  obliged  to  fay  fome- 
thing.  It  was  not  certainly  a  very  fatisfa6lory  an- 
fwer,  to  fay  that,  however  refpeBahU  fuch  authori- 
ties might  be,  the  Conftitution  muft  now  explain  it- 
felf.  As  to  the  refpe lability  of  the  authority,  as  far 
as  relates  to  himfelf,  1  am  ready  to  give  that  up  ;  but 
how  the  Conftitution  is  to  explain  itfelf,  when  he 
has  found  outlive  different  conftru6^ions  of  the  fame 
claufe,  I  cannot  perceive.  If  it  be  true,  that  he 
penned  the  Conftitution,  1  hope  he  will  not  boaft  of 
his  work,  unlefs,  indeed,  which  is  not  impoflible, 
he  wifhcd  it  to  anfvver  all  the  convenient  purpofes 
of  a  Jefuit's  creed. 

The  Prcfident,  in  his  meffage,  tells  the  Houfe, 
that  the  treaty-making  power  has  been  thus  under- 
llood  by  both  parties  in  the  negotiations  with  foreign 
powers.  "  It  is  thus,*'  fays  he,  "  that  the  treaty- 
**  making  power  has  been  underflood  by  foreign 
*'  nations ;  and  in  all  treaties  made  with  them,  we 
**  have  declared,  and  they  have  believed,  that,  when 
**  ratified  by  the  Prelident,  with  the  advice  and  cdn- 
*'  fent  of  the  Senate,  they  became  obligatory."  To 
this  Mr.  Madifon  replies  :  "  By  isoe  was  to  be  un- 
"  derfiood  the  Executive  alone,  and  not  the  Houfe 
*'  pf  Rcprefentativcs."'  Again  he  obferves  that 
*'  this  was  thetirft  treaty  made  with  a /ort-i^^z  power, 
♦*  fince  the  opcralion   of  the  prefent   Government, 
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*'  and  tliat  therefore  precedents  mufl  lofe  much  of 
*^   their  weight." 

What  the  patriot  means  by  a  foreign  power,  I 
know  not :  it  is  more  than  probable  tliat,  in  his  am- 
ple budget  of  conllru^tions,  he  may  have  a  dozen 
or  two  ready  to  be  applied  to  his  word  foreign ;  but, 
according  to  my  limple  conception  of  the  meaning 
of  this  epithet,  it  is  apphcable  to  every  power  with 
whom  the  United  States  have  made,  or  can  make, 
treaties  ;  and  of  courl'c,  it  ought  to  be  applied  to 
the  Indian  as  well  as  to  the  European  nations.  The 
contmental  powers  of  Europe  are  all  fituated  on  the 
fame  land;  Ibme  of  them  muii  neceffarily  be  divided 
by  landmarks,  as  we  are  from  the  Indians  ;  yet  they 
treat  each  other  as yb/-^/^«  powers.  If  the  word/o- 
re'ig7i  is  to  be  applied  to  no  nation  lituatcd  on  the 
fame  land  with  ourfelves,  it  is  yet  to  be  proved, 
whetlier  it  ought  to  be  applied  to  France  and  Spain, 
or  not.  Indeed  it  is  likely  that  the  patriot  means 
fo  confine  the  wovd  foreign  to  the  Britilh  nation,  as 
the  only  one  which  is  divided  from  us  by  the  lea  ;  if 
fo,  and  iT  he  fhould  be  able  to  pcrfuadc  us  that  his 
cori/tru£lion  is  a  good  one,  we  may  then  allow  that 
this  treaty  is  the  firfi  which  the  Federal  Government 
has  formed  with  foreign  powers  ;  but  till  lie  can  do 
this,  I,  for  my  part,  mull  continue  to  look  upon  the 
treaties  made  with  the  Indians  as  made  with  tbreicn 
powers. 

If  then  it  be  true,  and  true  it  moft  aflliredly  is, 
that  the  treaties  made  with  the  Indians  bear  in  them- 
felves  the  full  force  of  the  principle  laid  down  by 
the  Prelident ;  that,  "  when  ratified  by  the  Prefident 
•'  and  Senate,  they  become  obligatory ;"  how  hap- 
pens it  that  no  objection  was  ever  yet  made  to  their 
contents  in  that  refpeft  ?  Foreign  nations  have  fcen 
thofe  treaties  go  quietly  into  effect,  without  waiting 
for  the  fandion  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefcntatives ; 
gnd  this,  of  itfelf,  was  a  declaration  of  the  whole 

nation. 
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ration,  that  no  fuch  fanftion  was  neceflliry.  Baf, 
fays  the  patriot,  "  the  Houfe  of  Reprcleniativci? 
**  never  made  any  fuch  declaration  ;"  and  fonhis  very^ 
reafon  ;  becaufe  no  fuch  declaration  was  wanted. 
The  Prelident  and  Senate  ratified  the  treaties,  and 
nobody  difputed  their  authority  fo  to  do  ;  the  un- 
making power  of  the  Houfe  was  referved  to  be  ex- 
ercifed  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

Had  the  Houfe  of  Reprcfcntatlves  poiTefled  the 
power  of  fetting  a  treaty  afide,  or  rather,  as  they 
r.ow  contend,  of  giving  it  a  final  ratification,  they 
fhould  have  come  forward  and  declared  fo,  when 
the  firfl:  treaty  made  under  the  prefent  Government 
was  laid  before  them.  This  would  have  been  can- 
didly telling  other  powers  not  to  look  upon  a  treaty 
as  finally  ratified  by  the  United  States,  till  it  had 
been  approved  of  by  the  Houfe ;  and,  in  the  pre- 
fent in  fiance,  the  King  of  Great  Britain  would  not 
have  been  deceived  into  a  ratification  on  his  part, 
till  fuch  approbation  had  been  obtained. 

Taking  leave  of  the  tergiverfation  of  patriot 
Madifon,  I  iliall  add  a  few  fliort  remarks  on  the  re- 
folution  itfclf. 

One  of  its  greatcft  faults  is,  its  unneceffary 
length  ;  it  is  however,  like  all  the  other  propofitions 
brought  forward  by  the  Oppotition,  calculated  to 
deceive  the  multitude,  and  rally  them  under  the 
banners  of  an  interefled,  and  perhaps  corrupted 
faction,  under  the  pretext  of  fupporting  their  rights. 
The  plain  meaning  of  it  is  this  :  The  Prefidenl  and 
Senate  have  a  right  to  make  treaties,  ami  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  to  unmake  ^//^;?/ ;  and  Mr.  Blount,  if 
he  had  had  as  much  courage  as  malice,  would  have 
couched  it  in  thefe  very  words. 

"  When  a  treaty,"  lays  the  relolution,  "  fiipu- 
"  lates  regulations  on  any  fubjedl  fubmitted  by  the 
*'  Conftitution  to  the  power  of  Congrefs,  it  mud 
'^  depend  for  its  execution  on  Congrefs,"  and  con- 

fequently 
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fcqviently  on  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives.  Several 
regulations  are  tubmittcd  to  the  power  of  Congrefs  : 
I  Ihall  confine  myfelf  to  one  only,  as  lufPicient  to 
demonitrate  the  confequences  of  the  do6trine  here 
held  up.  "  Congrefs,"  fays  the  Conftitution,  "  is 
"  empowered  to  regulate  commerce  "with  foreign  na- 
*'  tlons''  Now  what  treaty,  let  me  afk,  can  the 
United  States  make  with  any  nation  on  earth,  7iot 
containing Jl'ipuJat'ions  on  commerce  f  Wliat  treaty  can 
be  formed  with  Great  Britain,  with  Spain,  with  the 
Algerines,  or  even  with  the  Indians,  that  does  not 
contain  flipulations  of  this  kind  ?  There  are  trea- 
ties with  them  all  now  before  the  Houfe,  and  they 
all  do  contain  fuch  flipulations.  It  follows,  of 
courfc,  that  the  Prefidcnt  and  Senate  can  make  no 
treaty,  that  can  be  carried  into  execution  without 
the  confent  or  ratification  of  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives. 

Yes,  there  are  treaties  of  alliance  offenfive  or  de- 
fenfive,  or  both,  which  may  not  contain  ftipula- 
tions  on  commerce  ;  but  then,  the  Congrefs  has  the 
power  to  declare  war  :  and  as  thefe  are  certainly- 
warlike  regulations,  the  Houle  of  Reprefentatives 
will  undoubtedly  claim  a  participation  in  making 
them,  or  at  leall  in  unmaking  them,  according  to 
the  fpirit  of  the  refolution.  So  that  the  Prehdent 
and  Senate's  treaty-making  power  is,  in  fad:,  no 
power  at  all.  It  is  a  mere  form  of  vi^ords  ;  a  de- 
ception thrown  out  to  give  foreign  nations  a  belief 
of  the  fiability  and  promptitude  of  this  Govern- 
ment, in  order  to  lure  them  into  concejjions,  while 
the  real  power  is  referved,  for  annulling  fuch  trea- 
ties as  fall  fhort  of  the  exorbitant  pretentions,  or 
militate  againfl  the  interefied  views,  of  thefe  States. 

If  a  vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  be  ne- 
cefTary  to  the  ratif  cation  of  a  treaty  (I  fay  ratifica- 
tion, becaufethat  act  alone  is  worthy  of  the  name, 
^hich  gives  full  and  complete  efFed  to  a  treaty) ;  if, 

then. 
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then,  a  vote  of  this  Houfe  be  neceflary  to  fuch  rati- 
lication,  it  iliould  be  obtained  before  the  ratification 
is  dilpatched  to  a  foreign  Court.  Any  other  man- 
ner of  proceeding  is  mere  duplicity.  What  fays  the 
treaty  before  us  ?  **  This  treaty,  when  the  lamefhall 
"  have  been  ratified  l)y  his  Majefty,  and  by  the 
*'  Preiident  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the 
**  advice  and  confent  of  their  Senate,  and  the  re- 
**'  fpc6live  ratifications  mutually  exchanged,  fhall 
"  be  binding  and  obligatory  on  his  Majedy,  and 
"  on  the  laid  States,  &c.''  Now,  this  has  been 
done  ;  the  treaty  has  been  ratified  by  his  Majpfiy 
and  by  tlie  Prefident,  with  the  content  of  the  Se- 
nate ;  and  yet  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  pretend, 
that  it  is  not  binding  on  thefe  States,  without  their 
covjent  alio.  Is  this  duplicity,  or  is  it  fomething 
worfe  ? 

Suppofe  the  pofls,  which  are,  in  fulfilment  of 
this  treaty,  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  United  States, 
were  fituated  in  fome  part  of  Europe,  where  no  in- 
telligence of  this  refolution  could  be  obtained  in  due 
time  to  prevent  the  delivery  ;  or  fuppofe  the  treaty 
had  fiipulated  for  the  weftern  pofts  being  given  up 
in  the  month  of  December  laft.  Had  either  of  thele 
been  the  cafe.  Great  Britain  would  have  fulfilled 
her  engagement,  in  this  refpe6l,  while  the  United 
States  are  debating  with  themfelves  'whether  they 
Jliall  fulfil  theirs  or  not.  What  fort  of  national  faith 
is  this  ?  To  make  ufe  of  the  vvords  of  Mr.  Giles 
refpedHng  the  land-jobbers,  this  i^Jwindlmg  ii^on  a 
hroadfcaJe,  indeed. 

This  refolution,  whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  the 
Britifh  treaty,  will  have  the  mofi:  pernicious  effects 
on  the  relations  of  the  United  States  with  foreign 
"nations.  If  the  Minifters  of  any  power  can  be 
fuppoled  to  underftand  this  Confiitution,  it  mufl;  be 
thofe  of  Great  Britain.  We  fee  that  they  have 
underilood  it  as  giving  the  fole  power  of  making 

pnd 
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and  ratifying  treaties  to  the  Prelident  and  Senate ; 
and  it  is  certain  that  other  powers  have,  till  now, 
underfiood  it  in  the  fame  way.  But  the  refolutiou 
of  patriot  Blount  is  well  calculated  to  undeceive 
them.     All  nations  will  now  fay,    *  Yes,  the  Ame- 

*  ricans  liave  a  Prefident  and  Senate,  whom  they 
'  hold  forth  to  us  as  officers  empowered  to  make 
'  treaties  with  us,  and  to  give  fuch  treaties  their 

*  full  effc61,  as  "  fupreme  laws  of  their  land  ;"  but 

*  we  now  perceive  that  this  is  all  deception  ;  thele 

*  officers   are  only  authorized   to   make  and  ratify 

*  Jham  treaties  with  us  ;  if  they  obtain  their  wifhes, 

*  they  confirm  thefe  treaties  afterwards  ;   bat  if  not, 

*  they  referve   to  therafelves  the  power  of  fettiui; 

*  them  afido.'  In  future,  therefore,  we  muft  natu- 
rally expect,  that  no  power  on  earth,  except,  per- 
haps, a  humiliated  King  of  Spain,  or  a  ftupid  In- 
dian Chief,  will  ever  look  upon  a  treaty  with  us  as 
legally  ratified,  till  it  has  received  the  fandlion  of  the 
Houte  of  Reprefentatives ;  nay,  were  I  a  Prince,  J. 
would  not  ratify,  till  the  treaty  had  been  ligned  by 
every  individual  Member  of  the  fovereign  people  ^ 
for,  as^rf/rio/ Madifon  judlcioufly  obferved,  "  there 
*^  is  a  provident  article  in  the  Conliitution  itfelf,  by 
"  which  an  avenue  is  always  left  open  to  the  Jove- 
"  reign  people  for  explcuuitions  or  amendments^  as  they 
"  may  be  found  indifpenfable." 

Here  I  Ihall  be  told,  that  the  Britiffi  Houfc  of 
Commons  pofleires  the  fame  power,  with  re/pecl  to 
treaties,  as  is  contended  for  by  the  Iloufe  of  Repre- 
fentatives ;  and  yet  that  does  not  prevent  other  na- 
tions from  treating  with  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 
If  any  inconfiftency  on  the  part  of  the  Oppoiition 
could  at  this  day  excite  furprile,  it  would  be  their 
having  held  up  the  practices  of  Great  Britain  as  pro- 
per for  their  imitation.  What  !  thefe  very  men, 
whofe  continual  theme  has  been  the  execrating  of 
the  pra(5\ices  of  that  nation,  now  fly  to  it  for  prece- 
dent's ! 
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dents  !  The  firll  writer  that  appeared  in  oppolition  ia 
the  Britifli   treaty,  reprefcntcd  it  as  dangerous,  be- 
caufc  it  would   "  tend  to  the  introdudiion  of  the 
'*  falliions,  forms,   d.nd  precerlents  of  a  monarchy  !" 
Mr,   Giles  faid,  in  the  debate  concerning  Randall, 
that  "  he  Ihould  be  ^^^v  to  fee  this  Ilouje  adopt  pre- 
*«  cedents  from  the  Britifh    Houle   of  Commons  !" 
Several  times  during  this  very  debate,  it  v;as  averred 
that  the   Conftitution    of   Great    Britain   was    juft 
crumbling  to  pieces;  and  it  is  no  longer  ago  than 
laft  year,  that  the   fagacious  patriot  Madifon  fore- 
told, that  he  Ihould   loon  lee  the   Peers  of  Great 
Britain  coming  to  alk  a   lodging  from  him.     Mr. 
Swanwick,  in  the  debates  on  the  frigates,  laid  that 
Great  Britain   was  on  the  verge  of  ruin.     Another 
of  thefe  oppofers  declared  fhe  was  at  her  laft  gafp. 
And  thcfe  are  the  men,  who  now  tell  us  that  imi- 
tating Great  Britain  is  the  only  way   of  preferving 
the  liberties  of  the   people ;  while  they  feize  every 
opportunity  moft  flanderoufly  to  reprefent  the  peo- 
ple of  that  country  as  flaves. 

But  what  arc  thefe  precedents   which  they  have 
taken  from    the    Conftitution    of   Great    Britain  ? 
They  tell  us  that  the  Iloufe  of  Commons  claim  a 
right  to   withhold  the  fupplies  neceflary  to  carry  a 
treaty  into  effect.     They  claim  this  right  with  re- 
fpe6l  to  all  fupplies  ;  but,  were  they  ever  known  to 
exercife  it  fince  the  reign  of  the  profligate  frcnchi- 
fied  Charles  ?     At  leaft,  were  they  ever  known  to 
exercife  it  for  the  purpofe  of  violating  a  treaty  made 
with  a  foreign    power  ?     I  defy  thefe  gentlemen  to 
prove  any  fuch  thing  ;  and  even  if  they  could  prove 
it,  I  would  be  very  glad  to  know  how  the  prece- 
dent will  apply  to  themfelves.     The  Britilli  Confti- 
tution, happily  for  the   people  of  that  country,  is 
not  written  in  a  book;  is  not  reduced   to  a  few 
claufes,  each  of  which  admits  oi  Jive  conjlrutimis. 

There 
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There  is  no  pofitivc  law  that  fays  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  *  You  fhall  have  no  deUbcrative  voice  on 
<  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  treaties.'     This 
is  not  neceffary  in  a  Government  hkc  that  of  Great 
Britain.     The  organization  of  the  [Joufe  of  Com- 
mons  is  itielf  a  guarantee  for  their  doing  nothing 
that  may  endanger   the   honour   or   tafety  of   the 
State.     The  electors  there  are  few  ;  the  members  are 
the   reprcfentatives  of  property,  and   not  of  num- 
bers.    They  are  ele6ted  for  feven  years,  and  not  for 
two.     They  are  independent  of  the  mob — a  much 
better  fecurity  for  the  State,  than  their  being  inde- 
pendent of  thofe  who  fit  at  the   helm  of    affairs. 
There  is  not,  1  am  perfuaded,  a  man  in  that  Houfe, 
who  could,  under  any  circumftances,  bring  himfelf 
to  avow  openly,  that  "he  adored  the  voice  of  the 
*'  people,"  as  Mr.  Giles  did  in  the  debate  on  the  call 
for  papers.  There  is  not  the  moft  dillant  refemblance 
between  the  Houfe  of  Commons  and  the  Houfe  of 
Reprelentatives  ;  and  therefore  the  citing  of  prece- 
dents from  the  records  of  each  other  mull  be  totally 
inadmiffible.  In  one  particular,  however,  I  am  will- 
ing to  allow  that  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenfatives  would 
do  well  in  imitating  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  and 
here  I    believe  I  fhall  be  feconded  by  every  honeft 
man  in  the  Union  ;  I  mean  in  makin*]!:  nrovilion  for 
carrying  the  prefent  treaty  into  effe>5t. 

In  the  Philadelphia  Gazette  of  laft  year  I  find  the 
following  words  made  ufe  of  by  Mr.  Gil^cs  in  the 
debate  on  the  allowances  to  members  of  Congrefs  : 
*'  Mr.  Giles  faid,  there  was  a  country  from  which 
"  America  had  copied  a.  great  deal  too  much.  The 
"  members  of  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons  re- 
"  ceived  no  wages,  while  the  olficers  of  State  had 
"  immenfe  falaries.  It  was,  however,  imder^ooJ, 
*'  that   the  Britilh  Houfe  of  Commons  were  very 

''  well 
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"  well  paid.     Mr.  Giles  did  not  vvifh  to  \tcfceues 
*'  of  tliat  kind  in  this  country.^* 

Now,  would  it,  I  wonder,  be  permitted  me  io  alk 
this  talk;itive  Gentleman,  what  he  meant  by 
"  fcencs  ?"  If  this  were  permitted,  I  would  go  on, 
and  alk  him  what  he  meant  by  copying  too  much  from 
Great  Britain  ?  If  he  himfclf  be  a  copy  of  fomc 
original  tVom  that  country,  which  I  believe  to  be 
the  cale,  in  this  inliance  I  lliall  not  contend  that 
we  have  not  copied  too  much  ;  but  as  to  wages  to 
members  of  Congrefs,  I  think  we  have  not  copied 
quite  enough,  witnefs  a  feffion  fpun  out  to  the  month 
of  May,  and  r.othing  done.  Again,  I  would  afk 
him,  how  he  came  to  imiierjiand,  that  the  members 
of  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons  were  very  well 
-paid,  or,  in  other  words,  corrupted  by  the  King!'  He 
knows  how  feverely  I  could  retort  upon  him  here  ; 
how  I  could  dare  him  to  a  comparifon  ;  but  I  for- 
bear, and  return  to  the  fentence  of  this  extra6\  which 
fo  immediately  applies  to  the  lubje6l  before  us. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  members  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  receive  no  llipend  for  their  fcrvices  in 
that  capacity ;  therefore,   when  the   propofal  before 
the  Houfe  was  to  djaw  money  out  of  the  pockets  of 
the  people  to  pay  Mr.  Giles  and  his  colleagues-  tuch 
a  ftipcnd,  he  thought  America  fiiould  not  copy  from 
Great  Britain.     Imitating  the  Houfe   of  Coinmons 
in  this  inftance,  would  have  deprived  the  Gentleman 
of  what  he  probably  "  adored''  as  much  as  he  docs 
*^  the  voice  of  the  people,"  and,  perhaps,  a   great 
deal  more.     The  Houfe  of  Cc.nmons  was  therefore 
thrown  afidc  as  totally  unu  orthy  of  imitation  ;  but 
when  fomething  from   the  records    of  that   Houfe 
feemed  to  ftrengthen  the  aro;L]ments  of  Mr,  Giles 
forfetting  afide  the  treaty,  then  it  was  not  wrong  to 
copy  from  it  :  it  was  to  be  imitated  as  the  only  model ; 
as  the  only  alTcmbly  in  the  world,  that  was  the  true 
repofitory  of  the  hljerties  of  the  people. — Thefe  pal- 
2  pabic 
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pable  inconfirtencies  I  leave  Mr.  Giles  to  reconcile, 
which  I  make  no  doubt  he  will  be  able  to  do,  to  the 
entire  fatisfa6lion  of  his  conftituents. 

I  fhall  now  difmifslhis  refolution  of  Citizen  Blount, 
with  obferving,  that  if  no  treaty,  containing  Jfipula- 
tions  on  commerce,  is  tinally  ratified  till  landtioned  by 
a  vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  no  treaty 
formed  by  the  prefent  Government  is  yet  valid  ;  for 
though  that  with  Spain,  forinftance,  has  been  tanc- 
tioned  by  the  Houfe,  fuch  fandfion  was  not  obtained 
prior  to  the  ratification  by  the  King  of  Spain.  The 
ratification  which  that  King  now  pofieiTes  is  not 
valid,  and  therefore  the  treaty  is  not.  This  is  clear 
and  fair  reafoning,  and  I  defy  even  patriot  Madilbn, 
with  his  five  coniiru6fions,  to  oppofe  it  witli  fucccfs. 
Is  it  afierted  that  the  ratification  nov*^  in  the  hands 
of  the  Court  of  Spain  is  binding  on  the  United 
States  ?  So,  then,  is  the  ratification  now  in  the  hands 
of  his  Britannic  Majefty  ;  for  they  have  both  emanated 
from  exa6fly  the  fame  powers.  If  the  ratification 
exchanged  with  Great  Britain  be  not  final,  be  not 
obligatory,  neither  is  that  exchanged  v/ith  Spain  ; 
the  Kings  of  both  nations  have  been  duped  ;  they 
liave  exchanged  obligatory  ratifications  for  fuch  as 
were  not  obligatory,  and,  of  courfe,  both  the  trea- 
ties become  null  and  void  :  nor  fhould  I  fcruple, 
were  1  the  Minifier  of  either  of  thole  Princes,  to 
advife  an  infradion  of  either  treaty,  when  circum- 
ftances  might  render  it  convenient ;  fully  confident 
that  this  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
would  jufiify  the  proceeding. 

Refolution  for  fet ting  afide  the  Britifli  Treaty. 

April  iJ^th. 

Mr.     HiLLHousE     (from     Connetlicut)     having 
brought  forward  a  relblution  for  pafling  the  laws  ne- 
celfary  to  carry  the  treaty  into  effed,  Mr.  Maclay 
VOL.  111.  z  fpoke, 
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ipoke  againft  it,  and  concluded  his  fpcech  with   the 

following  preamble  and  refokition  : 

**  The  Houle  having  taken  into  conlideration  the 

**  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  be- 

**  tween  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  com- 
municated by  the  Prefidcnt  in  his  meflage  of  the 
firfl  day  of  March  laft,  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is, 

*'  in  many  refpecfis,  highly  injurious  to  the  interefts 
of  the  United  States  ;  yet,  were  they  pojjejfed  of 
any  information  zvhich  could  jujiify  the  great  Jacrifices 
contained  in  the  treaty,  their  lincere  defire  to 
chcrifh  harmony  and  amicable  intercourfe  with 
all  nations,  and  their  earneft  willi  to  co-operate 
in   haflening   to  a  final  adjuftment  of  the  diiler- 
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Great  Britain,  might  have  induced  them  to  wave 
their  objedions  to  the  treaty  ;  but,  irhen  they  con- 
template the  coruluii  of  Great  Britain  in  perfevering, 
*'  fince  the  treaty  ivas  fgned,  i?i  the  iniprejpnent  cj 
American  feame?!  and  thefeiznre  of  American  vejfels 
(laden  zvith  frovifions),  contrary  to  the  [acred  rights 
of  neutral  nations  ;  whether  this  be  viewed  as  the 
conflrucflion  meant  to  be  given  to  any  articles  in 
the  treaty,  or  as  contrary  to  and  an  infraction  of 
*'  the  true  meaning  and  fpirit  thereof,  the  Houfe 
**  cannot  but  regard  it  as  incunibent  on  them,  in 
fidelity  to  the  truft  repofed  in  them,  to  forbear, 
under  fuch  circumfrances,  taking  at  prelent  any 
aclive  meafures  on  tiie  fubjec^  :  therefore,  liefohcd, 
that  under  the  circumjiances  aforejaid^  ■  dnd  '■j^ith  Juch 
information  as  the  Houfe  po/ffs,  it  is  not  expedient, 
at  this  tirne^  to  concur  in  pajjing  the  laivs  Jiecef/aty 
*  *  for  carrying  the  fa  id  treaty  into  cffcui.'" 

Remarks. — The  preamble  to  this  rcfolution  holds 
out  as  an  excufc  for  withholding  the  fupplics,  tliat 
the  Houfe  is  7iot  in  pojjejpon  of  any  information  to  juflify 
the  preat  facrifces  contained  in  the  treaty.  What  in- 
formation  could  pollibly  render  thole  facrifices  Icfs 

than 


il 


APRIL,  1796.  339 

than  they  are  ?  How  could  the  communication  of  the 
correfpondence  between  the  Prefident  and  Mr.  Jay 
alter  the  nature  of  facrifices  contained  in  the  treaty 
itfelf  ?  If  an  infradion  of  this  treaty  fliould  take 
place  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  to  what  fhould 
we  appeal  ?  To  the  treaty  itfelf,  and  not  to  the 
notes  and  converfations  employed  in  the  negotiation. 
The  inllrument  itfelf  is  good  or  bad,  and  contains 
in  itfelf  full  proofs  of  either  ;  and  if  the  Houfe  have 
a  right  to  decide  on  its  merits,  why  not  do  it  boldly  ? 
why  not  fcorn  this  miferable  fubterfuge  ? 

*'  But,"  fays  the  preamble,  "  when  they  contem- 
*'  plate  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  lince  the  treaty 
"  was  figned,  &c."  Now,  allowing  all  the  falfe- 
hoods  which  have  been  circulated  concerning  im- 
prefTments  and  feizures,  to  be  undeniable  truths, 
and  that  they  are  all  contrary  to  the  rights  of  neu- 
tral nations,  what  have  they  to  do  v/ith  laws  necef- 
fary  to  carry  the  treaty  into  elfe6t,  or  how  can  the 
papers  of  negotiation  render  them  more  or  lefs  in- 
jurious ?  If  they  are  contrary  to  the  rights  of  neu- 
tral nations  or  to  the  letter  of  the  treaty,  no  papers 
whatever  can  juftify  them  ;  if  they  are  not,  no  papers 
can  render  them  unjutiifiable. 

One  fentence  in  this  preamble  is  Angularly  unfor- 
tunate 1  '■'■  fi7ice  the  treaty  wdiSfignedy  Obferve  here 
well,  that  an  objedion  to  giving  the  treaty  its  final 
ratification  is  founded  on  fomething  that  Great  Bri- 
tain has  done  as  an  infraction  of  it.  The  Gentlemen 
have  fairly  tumbled  into  their  own  pit.  According 
to  the  refolution  of  Mr.  Blount,  now  on  the  journals 
of  the  Houle,  the  treaty  is  not  a  law  of  this  land  ;  it 
is  not  in  tbrce  ;  it  is  not  yet  a  treaty,  and  confequcnt- 
ly  the  Britifh  can  be  guilty  of  no  infraction.  Do  the 
Oppolition  wiili  that  this  inftrument  fhould  be  obli- 
gatory on  Great  Britain,  from  the  moment  pf  the 
ligning  of  the  ratifications  as  they  now  jftand,  and 
that  it  fhould  not  even  yet  be  obligatory  on  theJfe 
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States  ?  They  may,  probably,  find  powers  to  treat 
with  them  on  this  tooting  ;  a  King  of  fcalpers,  the 
five  Kings  of  France  (barber  Tom  and  his  com- 
rades four%  or  a  degenerate  fcionof  the  flump  of  the 
Bourbons,  may,  perhaps,  do  it ;  but  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  never  will. 

After  thcfe  remarks  on  this  hypocritical  and  abfurd 
preamble,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  point  out  the  fatal 
confequences  that  the  adoption  of  the  refolution  muft 
be  attended  with,  taking  previoufly  a  view  of  the 
caufes  which  have  led  fo  the  prefent  oppofition.  If, 
in  doing  this,  1  make  ufe  of  an  undifguiled  lan- 
guage, which,  notvvithftanding  the  boafted  liberty 
of  the  prels,  is  little  cuftomary  in  thefe  States,  I  hope 
my  liege  lords,  the  fovereign  citizens,  will  not  take 
offence,  as  I  declare  upon  my  honour,  that  my  mo- 
tive, and  my  only  motive,  is,  to  perfuade  them  to 
live  in  peace  with  the  only  power  on  earth  that  is 
capable  of  doing  them  an  injury  in  war. 

Among  the  caufes  of  the  oppolition  to  the  treaty, 
the  llipulation  for  an  honourable  difcharge  of  the 
debts  due  from  the  fouthern  States  (Virgi?iia  in  par- 
ticular) to  the  merchants  of  Great  Britain  certainly 
claims  the  firft  place.  Thefe  debts,  due  before  the 
American  war,  were,  according  to  the  treaty  of 
peace,  to  be  honourably  difcharged  ;  or,  at  leaft,  no 
law  was  to  be  pafTed,  or  to  remain  in  force,  which 
might  operate  as  an  impediment  to  their  recovery. 
Here  is  the  article  of  the  treaty :  "  Art.  IV.  It  is 
"  agreed,  that  creditors  on  either  Ude.  Jhall  meet  with 
**  no  Ja"juful  impediment  to  the  recovery  of  the  full 
*'  value,  in  flerling  money,  of  all  bona  fide  debts 
"  heretofore  contracted." 

NotwithlTanding  this,  in  defiance  of  the  General 
Government,  and  regardlefs  of  the  national  faith, 
thus  folemnly  pledged,  the  State  of  Virginia  in  par- 
ticular has  enaded,  or  kept  in  force,  fuch  laws  as 
are  an  impediment  to  the  recovery  of  thefe  debts.  In 
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confequence  of  this  violation  of  the  treaty  of  peace, 
and  as  a  protecflion  due  from  Great  Britain  to  her 
merchants,  fhe  kept  pofTeffion  of  the  weftern  pofls, 
in  order  to  oblige  the  United  States  to  a  fullilment 
of  their  engagements.  The  debtor  State  or  States 
have  continued  their  diflionourable  laws  in  force  to 
this  day  ;  and  for  this  reafon  it  is,  that  to  this  day 
Great  Britain  keeps  the  forts  in  her  poflcflion. 

When  a  new  treaty  between  the  two  nations  was 
to  be  made,  the  relinquilliment  of  the  pofis  was  the 
firft  obje6l  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  accord- 
ingly the  treaty  fets  out  with  a  ftipulation  for  their 
being  given  up  on  the  \Ji  day  of  June  1796,  five 
weeks  from  this  day.  But  on  the  other  hand,  the 
United  States  ftipulate  to  pay,  or  caufe  to  be  paid, 
the  above-mentioned  debts,  the  recovery  of  which 
has  been  hitherto  unjuftly  impeded,  by  a6ls  which 
the  Virginians  have  the  impudence  to  dignity  with 
the  name  of  laws. 

It  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  Virginia  would  not 
oppofe  this  arrangement.  Both  her  Senators  ficpped 
forward  againft  the  treaty.  One  of  them,  Mr.  Mafon, 
divulged  its  contents  prematurely.  It  was  printed 
without  the  permiffion  of  the  executive  power ; 
agents  were  difpatched  with  it  to  every  part  of  the 
Union,  with  inftrudions  to  milreprefent  its  meaning, 
and  to  ftir  up  fuch  an  oppofition  as  might  deter  the 
Preiident  from  a  ratification.  The  following  adver- 
tifement  will  fully  fhow  the  temper  of  that  State  at 
the  time. 

Richmond  (Capital  of  Virginia), 

Notice  is  herehj!  given, 

"  That  in  cafe  the  treaty  entered  into  by  that  d — d 

arch  traitor  J — n  J — y  with  the  Britijh  Tyrant 

Ihould  be  ratified,    a  petition  will  be  prefented  to 

the  next  general  Aflembly  of  Virginia  at  their 

next  feflion,  praying  that  the  faid  Slate  may  re- 

^^  cede  from  the  Union  ^  and  be  left  under  the  govern- 
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ment  and  protedlion  of  one   hundred  thoufand 
free  and  independent  Virginians. 

P.  S.  As  it  is  the  with  of  the  people  of  the  faid 
State  to  enter  into  a  treniy  of  amity,  commerce^  and 
na'v'igation,  with  any  other  State  or  States  of  the 
prefent  Union,  wlio  are  averfe  to  returning  again 
under  the  galling  yoke  of  Great  Britain,  the 
Printers  of  the  (at  prefent)  United  States  are  re- 
quefted  to  puhlifh  the  above  notification." 

Richmond  J  July  2,0th  y  179c. 
I  mull  beg  to  be  excufed  for  ftepping  afide  from 
my  fubjedl  a  minute,  in  order  to  make  a  few  obfer- 
vations  of  a  more  general  nature,  on  the  condu6t  of 
this  turbulent,  and  I  may  fay  rebellious  State.  One 
of  her  Reprefentatives  in  Congrefs,  Mr.  Giles,  faid, 
*'  that  he  hoped  Virginia  would  purfue  uniformly 
*'  the  line  of  conduct  that  had  ever  marked  her  po- 
*'  litical  character.  Hercondu6l,  he  oblerved,  had 
been  uniform  from  the  beginning  of  the  revolu- 
tion to  the  prefent  day ;  uniform  and  exemplary 
**  in  her  obedience  to  the  laivs,  &c.  He  prided  him- 
"^  felf  in  reprefenting  fuch  a  State."  About  a  twen- 
tieth pirt  of  fuch  a  State  the  Gentleman  meant,  with- 
out doubt ;  that  is,  if  he  did  not  for  the  moment 
mean  to  give  up  his  title  of  ''  immediate  Reprefentr- 
«  ative," 

Indeed,  as  Mr.  Giles  obferved,  the  condu(9:  of  his 
State  has  been  uniform,  if  a  continual  difafFe6tion 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  fometimes 
concealed  under  the  mafk  of  hypocrify  and  bafe 
crawling  flattery,  and  fometimes  breaking  out  in 
open  oppofition  ;  if  this  be  a  uniform  conduct,  her 
conducSl  has  been  uniform.  The  reader  muft  have 
remarked  the  words  "  Britijh  Tyrant^''  in  the  above 
advertifement,  and  he  muft  alfo  know  that  to  abufe 
and  vilify  that  Monarch  is  the  favourite  theme  of  Vir- 
ginians. Now  to  give  him  a  pretty  correct  idea  of 
the  unifornaity  of  their  political  conducl,  1  fhall  here 
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infert  an  extra6l  from  the  American  Magazine  (or 
September,  1769:  "  We  your  Majefty's  woy? /&)v//, 
"  dullful^  and  ajfe^l'ionaiejubjeth,  of  your  NJajelty's 
ancient  colony  of  Virginia,  be<5  leave  in  the 
hunbleji  manner  to  alfure  your  Majedy,  that  your 
faithful  fubjecls  of  this  colony,  ever  diftinguiflied 
by  their  loyalt}',  and  firm  attachment  to  your 
Majcfty  and  your  royal  anceftors,  &c.  &c.  We 
are  ready  tojacr'ifice  our  lives  and  fortunes  in  defence 
of  your  Majelty'sy^^rr^^  perfon  and  Government. 
It  is  with  the  deepeft  concern  and  moft  heart  fek 
grief  that  your  Majefty's  dutiful  lubjedls  of  this 
"  colony  find  that  their  loyalty  hath  been  traduced, 
and  that  thofe  meafures  which  a  jufl:  regard  for 
the  Brili/Jt  Confiltut'ion  (dearer  to  them  than  life) 
made  neceflary  duties,  have  been  mifreprefented 
*'  as  rebellious  attacks  on  your  Majefty's  Govern- 
"  ment. — After  expreffing  our  contidence  in  your 
*^  royal  ivifdom  and  goodnefs,  permit  us  to  alFure 
*'  your  Majefty,  that  the  moil  fervent  prayers  of 
your  people  of  this  colony  are  dady  addrejjed  to  the 
Almighty,  that  your  Majefiy's  reign  may  be  long 
and  profperous  over  Great  Britain  and  all  your 
"  dominions  ;  and  that,  after  death,  your  Majefty 
*'  may  tafte  the  fulled  fruition  of  eternal  blifs,  and 
"  that  a  defcendant  of  }four  illuftrious  Iloufe  may 
"  reign  over  the  extended  Britilli  empire  untU  time 
**  Jliall  be  710  7?iore." — Amen  ! 

The  man  \\\\o(e.  fac red  -^cv^ou  they  were  ready  to 
facrifice  life  and  fortune  in  defence  ot',  is  now  called 
the  "  Britijlj  Tyrant  %"  and  "  the  Britifli  Conflitulion, 
*'  dearer  to  them  than  life,""  is  now  "  the  galling 
*'  yoke  of  Great  Britain  /"  Poor  bankrupt  devils  !  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  fiands  in  no  need  of  their  lives 
and  fortunes,  nor  of  their  prayers  daily  addrefied  to 
the  Almighty.  Neitiicr  do  their  curies  afi'ecSl  him  a 
bit  more  than  thofe  of  the  French  atheifis.  I  dare 
fay,  if  the  truth  were  known,  that  he  docs  not  think 
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half  To  much  about  the  "  ancient  and  dutiful  and 
**  loyal  and  pious  State  of  Virginia"  as  he  does  about 
the  kennel  of  his  flag-hounds. 

Another  trait  of  the  uniformity  of  condu(5l  in  this 
State  is  exhibited  in  her  behaviour  to  the  Prefident 
of  the  United  States.  After  his  election,  he  received 
the  firft  addrefs  from  the  Virginians.  I  can  fay  no- 
thing better  nor  worfe  of  this  addrefs,  than  that  it 
\yas  full  as  dutiful,  afFeftionatc,  and  fine  ere,  as  the' 
addrefs  to  the  King.  Let  any  man  compare  that  ad- 
drefs with  the  infults  that  this  inlblent  State,  and  her 
members  in  Congrefs,  have  heaped  on  the  Preiiden't 
during  the  laft  nine  months,  and  then  doubt  of  the 
uniformity  of  the  condudl  of  Virginia  if  he  can. 

But  Mr.  Giles  fays,  "  Virginia  has  lieen  uniform 
"  and  exemplary  in  her  obedience  to  the  JaivsJ''  I 
ihall  mention  but  two  inflances  of  this.  The  firft 
is,  her  having  ablblutely  difobej^ed  the  treaty  of 
peace,  by  making,  or  keeping  in  force,  a6ls  which 
have  hitherto  prevented  the  fulfilment  of  that  treaty, 
and  which  had  nearly  plunged  the  Union  into  a  war. 
The  fecond  inftance  is,  her  having  attempted,  during 
this  very  fefiion  of  Congrefs,  to  raife  up  an  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  Government  in  every  State  in  the  Union, 
and  even  to  defiroy  the  Confiitution.  If  thefe  in- 
flances  of  her  "  obedience  to  the  lazvs''  were  not  fuf- 
iicient,  one  might  add  her  infiruclions  to  all  her  Re- 
prefentatives  to  oppole  the  execution  of  the  Britifli 
treaty,  "  a  fupreme  law  of  the  land,"  Such  are  the 
proofs  which  Mr.  Giles  might  have  cited  of  her 
*'  uniform  and  exemplary  obedience  to  tlie  laws." 

Mr.  Giles  may  "  pride  himfclf  in  being  a  Repre- 
"  fentative  from  fiach  a  State ;"  but  I  believe  that 
few  men  who  do  not  udore  "  the  voice  of  the 
*'  people,"  will  envy  him  his  pofi:. 

Who  did  not  expecl  that  every  member  from  this 
State  would  do  his  utmoir  to  fct  the  treaty  afide .'' 
The  final  determination  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefent- 
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atives  is  not  yet  known ;  but  I  do  not  fcrnplc  to 
declare  all  thofc  enemies  of  the  treaty,  who  voted  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Blount's  refolution  ;  and  it  is  well 
known  that  every  member  from  Virginia  is  included 
in  that  number.  Had  the  treaty  been  oppofed  from 
any  other  motive  than  the  one  I  contend  for,  furely 
out  of  eighteen  members,  fome  one  would  have  been, 
found  not  included  in  the  Oppolition. 

If  there  are  any  particular  members  among  thofc 
now  leagued  ajfainftthe  Conftitiition,  who  claim  the 
guilty  pre-em.inence,  it  muft  be  thole  who  are  actu- 
ated by  this  felfiih,  this  difgraceful  motive.  It  is  a 
truth,  and  a  truth  that  will  be  a  lafting  Itigma  on 
the  American  chara6ler,  that  if  this  treaty  be  ren- 
dered null,  it  will  be  for  no  other  reafon  than  be- 
caufe  it  engages  for  a  dlfchargc  oj  jujl  debts ,  on  the  part 
of  Americans. 

I  am  far  from  wifliln£c  to  iniinuate,  that  there  are 
no  honourable  exceptions  to  be  found  among  the 
people  of  Virginia;  a  recent  attempt  in  their  legif- 
latare  to  fubje6l  lands  to  feizure  for  the  payment  of 
debts,  is  a  full  proof  that  luch  exceptions  do  exift : 
but  in  fpeaking  of  a  State,  we  mnlt  fpeak  of  it  as 
one  ;  our  opinions  muft  be  founded  on  the  mcafures 
it  adopts,  whether  fuch  meafures  may  be  the  effccl 
of  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  people,  or  not.  In 
like  manner  foreign  nations  mull:  judge  of  the  United 
States.  If  they  fail  in  the  fulhlment  of  their  en- 
gagements, if  the  fwindling  propoiitions  for  annul- 
ling the  treaty  fhould  tinally  lucceed,  foreign  na- 
tions will  pronounce  on  the  meatare  itfclf,  without 
paying  any  attention  to  our  internal  difputes  and 
divitions.  The  minority  will  be  lumped  with  the 
majority  ;  the  everlafting  ftain  will  imprint  itfelf  on 
the  whole  American  people,  not  excepting  the  hi- 
therto fpotlefs  character  of  a  Wafhington. 

French  influence  is  another  fonrce  of  oppofilion 
to  the  treaty.  Thofc  who  have  read  Mr.  Randolph's 
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Vindication,  as  it  was  ironically  called,  have  feen 
how  narrowly  the  Prefident  efcaped  from  the  plots 
of  that  Gentleman  ;  what  overtures  were  made  to 
tlic  French  Miniftcr  for  "  fome  thoufands  of  dollars." 
They  will  fee  how  that  "  pretended  patriot"  laboured 
to  protrail  the  ratification  ;  how  well  his  plans  were 
laid  for  embroiling  this  country  with  Great  Britain, 
and  how  all  his  mcafures  were  taken  for  fubjeding 
the  Government  of  this  country  to  France.  I  do 
not  fay  that  any  of  the  members  who  now  oppofe 
the  Government  and  tlie  treaty,  are  abfolutely  in  the 
pay  of  the  five  Kings  ;  but  after  reviewing  the  inli- 
dious  condutl  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  after  having 
duly  confidercd  the  rank  of  the  perfons  on  whole 
behalf,  as  well  as  his  own,  certain  overtures  were 
made  ;  after  having  feen  fome  of  the  men  now  in 
Congrcfs,  particularly  an  mcmijijlent  leader^  named 
as  a  confidential  friend  of  Citizen  Ftmchet^  I  muft 
be  cxculed  if  I  have  my  doubts.  Doubts  I  fhall 
have  till  I  fee  thofe  who  now  oppofe  the  treaty,  ceafe 
their  eulogiums,  their  fulfome  and  nauleous  eulo- 
giums  of  a  people,  who,  in  their  prefent  Hate,  are 
not  entitled  even  to  pity. 

What  influence  the  French  have  had  among  the 
multitude  will  appear  from  two  circumftances  (I 
could  mention  a  thoufand)  frefh  in  every  one's  mind. 
At  the  town-meeting  at  New- York,  called  to  cour- 
demn  the  treaty,  the  people  marchgd  under  the  ban- 
ners of  France  and  America.  Thefe  flags  were 
caiTied  at  the  head  of  tlic  vile  and  infolcnt  proceflion 
that  proceeded  to  the  Governor's  houfe,  and  there 
burnt  the  treaty.  The  other  fa 61  is  of  flill  more  re- 
cent date,  and  flill  more  flriking.  The  peti- 
tion, faid  to  be  figned  by  fifteen  hundred  citizens 
of  Philadelphia,  againft  the  treaty,  and  now 
before  the  Houfe,  was  carried  round  forfignature 
by  a  Frenchman.  The  chairman  of  the  meeting  was 
:;llb  a  Frenchman  ;  nor  am  I  fure  that  it  was  net  orii- 

ginally 
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ginally  drawn  up  in  the  French  language.  I  wonder 
what  the  people  of  England,  or,  indeed,  of  any  in- 
dependent nation,  would  lay  to  a  foreigner,  who 
fhould  carry  round  for  their  fignature  a  petition 
againfi  the  execution  of  a  "  law  of  tlie  land  ;''  a 
folemn  contract  entered  into  between  them  and  an- 
other nation?  There  is  a  certain  point  of debale- 
ment,  below  which  no  nation  can  link :  whether 
this  be  that  point,  or  not,  I  will  not  at  prefent  take 
upon  me  to  lay  :  God  only  knows  what  he  has  yet 
in  refer ve  for  us. 

I  am  aware,  it  will  be  faid  here,  that,  though 
the  chairman,  under  whofe  authority  and  dire(?lion 
this  petition  was  drawn  up,  was  a  Frenchman,  yet  it 
was  prefented  to  the  Houfeby  an  EngJ'iJIwian,  or,  to 
fpeak  more  correctly,  an  homtmcio,  born  in  Eng- 
land. But  let  it  be  recolle6ted  that  this  homunclo 
has,  lince  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  war,  been 
a  moft  defperate  fupporter  of  the  caufe  of  the 
French ;  that  he  trades  to  France,  and  to  France 
principally,  and  that  the  whole  of  his  political  ca- 
reer juftifies  the  name  of  Englijli  Jacobin. 

The  reader,  from  what  has  been  faid  of  this  dimi- 
nutive mortal,  will  at  once  perceive  that  f  am  fpeak- 
ingof  Afr.  S-ivanwick,  one  of  the  auguft  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  I  have  been  told 
that  this  gentleman  has  taken  upon  him  to  pronounce 
nie  2i\nxtd E/ngUfh fcribbler.  I  will  not  tell  this  07nic~ 
chiolo  (for  the  Italian  diminutive  fuits  him  bed:  on 
every  account)  what  I  am  ;  but  I  will  tell  him  what  I 
am  not.  I  am  not  defcended  from  the  dregs  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain's  Cuftom-houfe;  I  was  never 
fed  from  the  fcraps  of  his  Majefly's  bounty,  collected 
by  an  honeft  fpy,  called  a  Tide-waiter.  I  never 
fnapped  at  the  hand  that  gave  me  bread,  and  nou- 
riflied  the  flreams  from  which  I  drew  my  life.  I 
am  the  bafe  and  cringing  flatterer  of  no  man,  much 
^fs  of  the  men  I  defpife.  I  never  wrote  to  England 
2  an 
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an  enumeration  of  my  titles,  outnumbering  thofe  of 
a  Spanifh  Hidalgo,  and  concluding  with,  *•  the  Pre- 
*'  lident  of  the  Emigration  Society,  Treafurer  of  the 
"  Dancing  Aflembly,  and  Trultce  of  the  Young 
"  Ladies  School."  At  the  age  of  thirty-eight,  in 
the  prime  of  life,  I  never  decorated  my  bed-cham- 
ber with  lafcivious  pidtures,  Leda  and  her  Swan,  and 
fuch-like  flimulufes.  One  who  is  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  thefe  miferable  (hifts  is  unworthy  even  of 
the  name  omicciuoh. 

After  having  thus  candidly  given  an  accoqnt  of 
myfelf,  let  me  afk  you,  Mr.  Swanwick,  a  queftion 
or  two.  How  came  you  to  imagine  yourfelf  blefFed 
with  the  aura  divina  ?  How  came  you  to  imagine  that 
the  Mujes,  who  are  of  the  female  fex,  had  ever  cafi:  a 
favourable  eye  on  you  ?  Befides,  if  you  mufl  com- 
mit your  miferable  doggrel  to  paper,  why  fend  it  to 
England  for  impreflion  ?  Why  take  fuch  incredible 
pains  to  enfure  its  appearance  in  an  Englifh  Maga- 
zine ?  Why  did  you  not  fend  it  to  your  new  coun- 
try France  ?  Can  it  be  poffible  that  you  yet  wifh  to 
fhine  among  the  countrymen  of  your  anceftors  ?  I 
will  wear  the  fhine  off  you,  as  fure  as  you  and  I  live. 
As  to  the  piece  I  here  allude  to,  I  have  not  room  at 
prefent  to  lay  it  before  my  readers ;  but  I  willjuft 
afk,  how  you  came  to  difcover  that  earth  is  to  he-- 
come  the  prototype  of  heaven — 

*'  So  fliall  the  year  to  harmony  be  given, 

*'  And  earth  In  found  the  prototype  of  heaven,''* 

Let  the  year  be  given  to  harmony  as  much  as  you 
pleafe,  fet  all  your  vedals  to  chanting,  and  rock  us 
to  fleep  with  your  own  canzoneSy  yet  I  prcfume  it  will 
never  be  found  that  earth  is  ihc  prototype  of  heaven  ; 
the  prototype  of  fomething  that  exiiled  before  it,  and 
which  it  is  to  rcfemhle.  As  foon  as  there  is  a  vacancy 
in  your  young  Ladies  academy,  I  advife  you  to  fill 
it  yourfelfj  and  to  let  poetrv  and  politics  alone. 

4  ^  It 
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It  is  jaft  matter  of  furprife  that  this  Gentleman 
ftiould  be  eleded  the  Reprefentative  of  fuch  a  city 
as  Philadelphia.  The  arts  by  which  his  ele(ftion 
was  brought  about  I  referve  as  the  fubje^l  of  an  ar- 
ticle in  a  future  Cenfor.  I  have  heard  of  a  fturdy 
young  Lord  in  England,  who  got  himfelf  eledled 
through  the  intereft  of  the  wives  and  daughters  of 
his  conftituents  ;  Mr.  Swan  wick  will  never  be  fuf- 
pe<Sled  of  this  kind  of  corruption  ;  but  whether  he 
ought  to  be  fufpeded  of  no  other  kind,  is  more  than 
I  will  pretend  to  determine.  Grog  is  cheap,  and  its 
influence  is  mighty. 

After  this  long  and  rambling  digreffion,  I  return 
to  the  fubjed:  ot  French  influence ;  and  I  am  per- 
fuaded  that  the  reader  muft  agree  with  me,  that,  after 
the  Virginia  debts,  it  has  been  the  principal  caufe  of 
oppofltion  to  the  Britifh  treaty. 

However,  it  muft  be  confefled  that  thefe  caufes, 
powerful  as  they  have  been,  would  have  produced 
but  a  partial  efFeft,  had  they  not  been  aided  by  the 
deluflon  of  the  great  body  of  the  people  with  refpedb 
to  the  lituation  of  Great  Britain,     The  rancour  they 
entertained  againft  that  nation  laid  them  open  to  the 
falfehoods  which  the  friends  of  France,  among  whom 
we  may  reckon  nearly  all  the  news-printers,  fo  in- 
duftrioufly  fpread  through  the  country.     A  hundred 
times  Great  Britain  has  been  reprefented  as  on  the 
brink  of  ruin.     The  Editor  of  the  Philadelphia  Ga- 
zette opened  the  new  year,    1795,  with  congratulat- 
ing his  cuiiomers  on  the  liability  and  vigour  of  the 
Federal  Government,  while   that  of  Great   Britain 
was  juft  crumbling  to  pieces.     In  the  fame  paper,  he 
called  the  ifland  of  Britain  ^^aninfularBaJiik^-^ 
When  intelligence  was  received  of  the  progrefs  the 
French  were  making   in   Holland,  the   papers  an- 
nounced it  as  an  event  that  muft  neceflarily  be  the 
immediate  caufe  of  the  total  overthrow  of  the  Britilh 
nation.     "  The  taking  of  Amilerdam,"  faid  the  pa- 
pers, 
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pers,  ''  is  (he  laft  blow  to  the  power  of  Britain.** 
Bets  were  laid  that  Great  Britain  would  become  an 
appendage  of  the  French  Republic  ;  and  more  than 
once  were  we  informed  by  the  public  papers,  that 
the  tri-colourcd  flag  was  flying  on  St.  James's 
palace. 

Grofs  as  thefe  irnpofitions  were,  they  were  greedily 
fwallowed  by  the  people,  nine  tenths  of  whom  be- 
lieved every  airertion  of  the  kind  that  was  made. 
Men  are  apt  to  believe  what  they  wifh  ;  it  is  hard  to 
convince  them,  that  thofe  whom  they  hate  are  ob- 
jects of  envy  and  refpetSl.  Such  was  the  general 
opinion  of  the  diftrefl^es  and  weaknefs  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  fucli  tlie  perfualion  that  her  fituation  would 
oblige  her  to  yield  to  any  thing  that  Mr.  Jay  fhould 
didlate,  that  when  intelligence  was  received  of  the 
conclufion  of  the  treaty,  Fichegru  was  toafted  as  the 
negotiator. 

A  circumflance  like  this,  though  defpicable  in  it- 
felf,  proves  that  an  opinion  was  entertained  that  his 
Britannic  Majefly  had  hctn  forced  by  the  fuccefles  of 
the  French,  to  accept  of  luch  terms  as  Mr.  Jay  chofe 
to  offer  ;  and,  of  courfe,  a  treaty  was  cxpe6led,  at 
once   humiliating  to  Great  Britain,  and  honourable 
as  well  as  advantageous  to  the  United  States.    No- 
thing equal  to  thefe  lofty  expectations  was  to  be  found 
in  the  treaty.     It  was  a  difappointment ;  and  difap- 
pointment  ever  difpofes  men  to  difcontent.     In  vain 
were  the  people  told  that  they   had   been  deceived 
with  refped  to  the  flate  of  Great  Britain  :  in  vain 
was  it  hinted  to  them,  that  flie  would  Anally  be  fuc- 
cefsful  in  the  war:  their  hatred  and  the   continued 
chain  of  falfehood  running  through  the  public  papers, 
had  rendered  them  deaf  to  the  voice  of  reafon  and  of 
truth.     The  fouthern  debtors  and    French  emifla- 
ries  took  advantage  of  this  prevalent  delufion,  and 
tbe  oppofition  became  almoit  univerfal. 
There  were  not  wanting  men  of  talents   to  add 

fuel 
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fuel  to  the  flame  ;  nor  were  there  wanting  others, 
adiiated  by  a  lincere  love  of  tiieir  country,  who  en- 
deavoured to  counteract:  tbch  baleful  efforts.  It  is 
certainly  owing  to  the  writings  of  thefe  Gentlemen, 
that  the  people  have  latterly  begun  to  form  a  rigiit 
judgment  of  this  important  treaty,  and  to  rally  round 
that  Government  on  which  their  very  cxilience  as  au 
independent  nation  depends.  The  Judges  too,  in 
the  middle  and  northern  States,  have  exerted  a  laud- 
able zeal  ;  fome  of  the  public  papers  have  flood 
forth  in  the  caule  of  order  and  truth  ;  and  there 
is  not  the  lead  doubt  that  the  treaty  would  have  met 
with  no  oppofition  in  the  Houle  of  Reprelcntatives, 
had  not  the  members  been  chofen  while  the  public 
mind  was  at  the  height  of  its  fermentation.  This 
was  unfortunately  the  cafe  ;  treaty  and  no  treaty,  were 
the  fignals  at  the  elections  ;  and  as  the  oppofers  were 
the  mofl:  numerous,  io  are  the  members  of  the  Op- 
polition. 

Thus  is  this  oppoiition  bottomed  on  dijhoyiejlyy 
corruption^  or  ignorance,  and  probably  on  all  three 
together.  That  it  may  be  frufl rated,  is  my  lincexe 
with  ;  and  that  it  will,  I  have  not  the  leafl  doubt.  I 
cannot  bring  myfelf  to  imagine  that  the  people  of 
this  country  will  tamelyfufferthemfelvcs  to  be  hurled 
from  the  pinnacle  of  national  profperity,  into  the 
horrid  abyls  of  foreign  and  civil  war,  of  anarchy, 
requifitions,  and  maflacre,  by  a  band  of  interefled 
and  defperate  leaders,  who  have  nothing  to  lofe  but 
the  potts  which  their  too  credulous  conflitucnts  have 
beftowed  on  them,  I  have  not  the  leatl  doubt  that 
the  nefarious  confpiration  will  be  finally  rendered 
abortive,  and  that  the  French  gold,  now  in  circula- 
tion, will  be  as  ineffedtual  as  that  formerly  diftributcd 
among  the  "  pretended  patriots  of  America  ;"  but 
while  there  is  a  poiribility  of  the  contrary,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  ought  to  be  direcfted  to  the  dan* 
g-ers  that  await  them. 

I  fhall 
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I  lliall  point  out  tliefc  dangers  as  they  prefent  tliem- 
felves  to  mc  :  if  the  reader  Ihould  think  them  ima- 
ginary, he  may  do  well  to  treat  them  hke  other  ef- 
forts of  imagination  ;  but  if  he  has  the  leafl  reafon 
to  think  them  real,  it  is  certainly  his  duty  to  en- 
deavour to  avert  them  by  every  exertion  in  his 
power. 

The  firfl  thing  that  prefents  itfelf  among  the  con- 
fequences  of  annulling  the  treaty  is,  the  detention 
of  the  weftern  poits  by  the  Britifh.  The  not  pof- 
feffing  of  thefe  pofts  has  latterly  coft  the  people  of 
this  country  about  a  million  of  dollars  annually,  be- 
jfides  the  lofs  of  lives,  beiides  defeats  and  continual 
difcontents.  The  poffeffion  of  them  muft  then  be  a 
defirable  obje61.  But,  fay  the  enemies  of  the  treaty, 
they  ought  to  have  been  given  up  long  ago,  uncon- 
ditionally. I  have  proved  the  contrary,  and  I  could 
repeat  my  proofs,  but  this  is  now  totally  out  of  the 
quellion  :  we  know  they  were  not  given  up,  that 
they  are  not  yet  given  up,  and  we  may  be  alfured 
that  they  will  not  be  given  up,  unlefs  the  prefent 
treaty  is  carried  into  effe(51. 

But  it  is  faid  that  the  Britifh  are  bound  by  the 
treaty  to  give  up  the  pofts  on  the  firft  of  June,  and 
that  they  ought  to  fulfil  this  part  of  their  engage- 
ments without  paying  any  attention  to  what  is  doing 
in  Congrcfs  ;  that  they  have  no  buliiicfs  v/ith  our  in- 
ternal difputes,  the  treaty  being  the  only  rule  for 
their  condu6l ;  and,  with  this  dodlrine  in  hand,  it  is 
fuppoied  that  fome  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Rc- 
prefentatives  mean  to  delay  their  decifton  on  the  fub- 
je6l  till  after  the  firft:  of  June ;  and  if  the  pofts  are 
not  evacuated  at  that  time,  to  accufe  the  Britifh  of 
annulling  the  treaty.  To  this  I  anhver,  that  I  am 
fully  perfuaded  that  the  Governor  of  Canada  will 
retain  the  pofts,  till  the  treaty  has  been  fanclioned 
by  an  appropriation  law  ;  and  that  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced he  would   he  juftified   in  fo  doing.     This 

nation 
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nation  formed  a  certain  Confiihition,  or  manner  of 
government,  \vl,iich  they  promulgated  to  the  world; 
in  this  Confiitntion  it  is  faid,  that  treaties,  mado 
and  ratified  by  the  Prefident  and  Senate,  fnall  be 
fnpreme  laws  of  the  land.  Perfuaded  that  the  nation 
would  abide  by  this  its  folemn  deelaration,  feveral 
powers  made  treaties  with  the  Prefident  and  Senate, 
and  among  others,  Great  Britain;  but  before  tho 
time  for  fulfilHng  a  certain  fiipulation  in  the  treaty 
with  Great  Britain  is  arrived,  it  becomes  matter  of 
doubt,  whether  this  treaty  be  valid  or  not ;  or  rather, 
cne  branch  of  the  American  Government  declares 
it  invalid,  by  a  refolution  entered  on  its  jour- 
jials.  Under  fuch  circumllances,  will  common 
reafon  or  common  fenfe  deny,  that  the  BritiOi 
would  be  juftifiable  in  refuling  to  fulfil  their  part 
of  the  flipulations  ? 

T  have  faid,  that  Mr.  Blount's  refolution  declares 
the  treaty  invalid.  The  word  invalid  is  not  made 
ufe  of,  but  v^e  fhall  foon  fee  that  the  refolution  goes 
to  the  full  length.  The  Houfe,  by  adopting  it, 
have  formally  and  explicitly  declared,  that  a  treaty 
including  commercial  regulations,  is  not  binding 
on  the  United  States,  till  fandlioned  by  the  Houfe 
of  Reprefentativcs.  The  prefent  treaty  includes 
commercial  regulations,  and  therefore  is  not  binding 
en  the  United  States.  The  Houfe  have  aUb  declared 
in  this  refolution,  that  treaties  including  commercial 
regulations  require  the  fan61ion  of  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentativcs  before  tlrey  can  be  eflfedual ;  or,  in 
other  words,  that  the  ratification  of  the  Prefident 
and  Senate  is  not  fufficient  to  give  fuch  treaties  their 
full  and  entire  effeif.  The  prelent  treaty  was,  then, 
concluded  and  ratified  by  perfons  not  fully  em- 
powered fo  to  do. 

Now,  the  firft  principles,  touching  treaties,  are ; 
that,  to  be  valid,  th^  parties  muft  have  full  power 
to   €07iclude^  '''^iif}')  and  carry   mio  effetl\  and  that 

VOL.  III.  A  A  the 


354  POLITICAL  CENSOR,  No.  III. 

the  covenant  mull  be  equally  binding  mid  ohllgatary 
on  both  parties.  The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  have 
declared,  that  the  prefent  treaty  fails  in  both  thefe 
points  ;  they  declare  it  invalid,  and  the  Britifh  will 
certainly  be  permitted  to  believe  them.  Upon  this 
ground  it  is,  that,  fhould  the  Governor  of  Canada 
deliver  the  pofts,  before  the  Ilouie  has  fan6lioned 
the  treaty,  he  would  deierve  to  lofe  his  head. 

I  will  jufl  ftop  here  to  obferve,  that  I  dare  fay 
it  never  entered  into  the  heads  of  the  wife  Oppofi- 
tion,  that  Billy  Pitt  may,  perhaps,  play  them  a 
trick.  Suppol^  he  could  gull  the  five  fans-culotte 
Kings  with  Canada,  in  exchange  for  St.  Domingo.^ 
the  pofis  would  go  into  the  bargain,  of  courfe,  and 
then  we  lliould  have  to  difpute  with  our  own  dear 
kindred  republicans  for  them.  Take  care,  Gentle- 
men ;  now  or  never  is  the  time  to  have  them,  take 
my  word  for  it. 

The  treaty  being  invalid,  all  the  other  flipulatlons 
as  well  as  that  refpeAing  the  polls,  will  alTuredly  re- 
main unfulfilled.  The  revifal  of  the  fentences  given 
in  the  courts  of  vice-admiralty,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  commifiioners  for  examining  appeals,  &:c. 
\vill  not  take  place ;  the  conlequence  of  which  will 
be,  the  merchants  of  this  country  will  lofe  about 
five  or  fix  millions  of  dollars.  Indeed,  Mr.  Living- 
fton,  with  a  view  of  lilencing  thefe  people,  has 
brought  forward  a  refolution  for  paying  thefe  few 
millions  out  of  the  treafury  of  the  United  States. 
All  the  difTercnce  in  this  calc  will  be,  that  the  lofs 
will  be  divided  among  us  all ;  the  hardworking  pea- 
lant  and  mechanic  will  be  obliged  to  contribute  to- 
wards an  indemnification  for  a  lofs  incurred  by  ad- 
venturers and  fpeculators. 

Things  will  remain,  then,  with  refpe6t  to  Great 
Britain,  jufl  as  they  were  before  Mr.  Jay  went  to 
England ;  we  muft,  therefore,  bring  ourfelves  back 
to  that  epoch,  and  i^i  out  afrclh. 

The 
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The  fame  aUcrnatlvcprefentsitfelf:  a  negotiatioa 
or  war.  The  Prefidcnt  would  prefer  a  negotiation  ; 
l^tut  can  any  one  fuppofe  that  he  will  ever  enter 
into  another  ?  I  lliall,  however,  for  a  moment,  ad- 
mit this  to  be  poffible.  I  fiiall  fuppofe  him  content 
to  give  up  his  adherence  to  the  Conllitution,  to  re- 
ceive his  inftructions  from  the  Houfe  of  Reprefent- 
atives,  and  to  order  his  Envoy  to  confine  himfelf 
within  the  bounds  traced  out  by  that  Houfe.  1  Ihall 
fuppofe  the  Envoy  arrived  at  the  Court  of  St. 
James's;  and,  that  all  may  be  of  a  piece,  I  fhall 
fuppofe  this  Envoy  to  be  the  immaculate  Mr.  Galla^ 
tin.  If  this  refpeclable  perfonage  fhould  be  admit- 
ted to  an  interview  with  Lord  Grenville,  of  which  [ 
much  doubt,  the  following  dialogue  would  very 
probably  take  place. 

Lord  Grenville.  Your  mofl  obedient.  Sir.  What 
may  have  procured  us  the  honour  of  this  Extraor- 
dinary Envoy  from  our  very  good  friends  the 
United  States  ? 

Mr.  Gallatin.  Vy,  me  Lort,  de  Citizens  Sovereigns 
of  my  country  dit  fend  me  to  make  a  treaty  vit 
you's  King. 

Lord  Grenville  (afide).  I  wonder  where  the  devil 
his  country  is  ? — Sir,  I  fear  here  is  fome  miflake. 
Pray,  Sir,  permit  me  to  alk,  of  what  country  you  are 
a  citizen  ? 

Mr.  Gallatin.  I  am  porn  Citizen  of  Geneva^  hut — 

Lord  Grenville  (interrupting  him).  But  now  you 
are  a  Citizen  of  France,  I  fuppofe.  It  is  my  duty 
to  inform  you.  Sir,  that  the  King  my  mailer  au- 
thorizes me  to  open  no  negotiation  with  any  per- 
fon  a6ling  under  the  direcSrion  of  regicides  and 
common  ftabbcrs.  Here  !  Tom  !  fliow  this  Citizen 
down  flairs ;  and,  do  you  hear  !  dorit  let  him  come 
behind  you. 

Tom  (taking  the  Envoy  by  the  fhoulder).  Come, 
come_,    go  aloDgj    go  along,    my  gQod  fellow.     I 
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wonder  where  the  ftupid   porter  was,  that -this  ill- 
luokinf!;  fellow  got  up  liairs. 

Mr.  Gallatin  (refifting).  But,  me  Lort,  hear  me 
von  vort.  Though  I  vas  porn  Citizen  Genevele,  I 
am  now  Citizen  Atncrican*  ;  ant  1  am  fended  to 
you's  King  py  me  Sovcreigirs,  to  make  a  treaty  vit 
linn.  Here,  me  Lort,  are  me  credentials  (pulling 
out  papers). 

Lord  Grenv'ilk,  But,  Sir,  previous  to  examining 
your  papers,  may  I  beg  to  be  informed,  how  it  comes 
to  pals,  that  the  Americans  fhould  choole  for  the 
Keprefentative  of  their  nation,  or  for  a  Reprefenta- 
tree  of  any  kind,  a  foreigner,  and  a  foreigner  too 
whofe  looks  are  not  calculated  to  produce  a  prepof- 
feihon  in  his  favour  ? 

Air.  GaJlathu  Bella  di  fuori,  e  dentro  ha  la 
maixa.'xna.- 

Lord  Greninlle.  A  proverb  ill  applied,  Sir  ;  for 
I  believe  that  your  infide  is  as  bad  as  your  outllde. 
I  do  not  believe  that  that  inlurrcclion  face  of  yours 
belies  your  heart.  - 

Mr.  Galldthi.  Infurrecftion  !  me  Lort  !  vy  it  is 
de  very  firft  article  in  de  Righls  of  Man.  I  have 
made  von  infurrection  in  de  mountains  of  Pennfyl- 
vene,  dat  is  vy  I  am  Reprefeniative. 

L'/rd  Grenvilk.  Upon  my  word  it  is  a  curious 
qualification.  But  let  m.e  caution  you,  Sir,  uniefs 
you  have  a  mind  to  take  a  trip  to  Botany  Bay,  not  to 


^  Mr.  Gallatin  has,  I  am  tokl,  founded  a  new  town  in  the  Whifky 
country,  which  he  has  named  JV^-xu  Geneva.  A  fellow  tranfport- 
ed^  ipme  years  ago,  to  a  certain  State  not  far  from  the  PotomaCf 
chrifl^ened  his  cabin,  'Nen.v  Nc-zv^^^air.  It  was,,  I  prefume,  in  imita- 
tion of  this  worthy  e/ni^rafif,  that  our  Italian  gave  the  name  ot  his 
little  native  munk -pal  jail  io  an  Amer Tail  town.  I  would  advife 
him  to  fufter  none  but  imported  Savoyards  (in  French  fynony- 
mous  with  cbmney-f'weeps)  to  fettle  in  it ;  and,  then,  as  the  fay- 
iitg  is,  he  will  have  a  little  h^ll  of  his  own. 
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attempt  to -cxercife  this  article  of  your  declaration 
of  rights  in  this  country.  Your  papers,  Sir,  if  you 
pleafe. 

Mr.  GidLithu     Dere  de  are,  me  Lort,  in  de  veri- 
table revolutionary  flyle. 

Lord   Grenvilie    (reading). r"  produced   great 

**  dilputes  and  divifions has  been  declared  in- 

**  valid will  not  grant  the  llims — into  clfeiSt — 

"  changed  the  Conjflitution hopes  that  th*  mag- 

*^  nanimity   of  his   Majetly with    to    preferve 

*'  peace  and  good  underttanding.'* 

Mr.  Gallatin.  Yes,  me  Lort,  vee  vifhcs  to  lif  in 
de  peas  and  goot  underilanding. 

Lord  Gren-ville.  And  lb,  Sir,  you  have  changed 
your  Conftitution,  and  this  is  to  render  the  treaty  in- 
valid on  your  part,  but  npt  on  ours.  What  fort  of 
work  is  this  ? 

Mr.  Gallatin.  Vee  Citizens  call  dis  "  ^^oUiical 
"  y?«,"  me  Lort. 

Lord  Grenvilie.  It  Is  a  fin,  I  believe,  niy  friend, 
you  will  have  to  expiate  yourfelves.  Our  augufl 
Monarch  will,  undoubtedly,  thank  you  for  the  high 
opinion  you  entertain  of  his  magnanimity;  hut  I 
am  afraid  3'ou  deceive  yourfelves,  if  you  imagine  he- 
will  live  in  peace  and  good  underftandmg  with  you 
upon  your  terms.  As  to  a  new  treaty,  we  can  make 
none  with  you;  for,  as  a  change  in  your  Conltitution 
has  rendered  one  invalid,  another  change  may  ren- 
jder  another  invalid  ;  and  fo.  Sir,  I  heartily  wifli  you 
a  fafe  return  over  the  Atlantic. 

Mr.  Gallatin.  But,  me  Loft,  hear  me  von  oder 
vort. 

Lord  Grenvilie.  Not  one,  upon  my  honour;  I 
have  heard  you  too  long  already.  Belides,  we  are 
bufy  here  fettling  the  affairs  of  your  friends  the 
French.  After  that's  done  you  may  hear  from  us. — 
Tom,  condu6t  the  Citizen  into  the  ftreet. 

Lord  Grenvilie  f/olus).    Can  it  be  pofli hie  that  the 
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Americans  are  Co  poor  in  talents,  (o  debafed  in  prin- 
ciple, as  to  intruft  their  public  affairs  to  an  European 
adventurer,  the  leader  of  an  inrurrc(5lion  ?  Can  thefe 
people  be  fo  degenerated  ?  I  blulli  to  think  them  the 
offspring  of  Britons.  Blcffcd  for  ever  be  the  laws 
of  Old  England,  that  exclude  all  foreigners  from 
public  offices.  Thefe  wretches  arc  now  tearing  the 
Government  of  America  to  pieces,  as  the  fubtle  and 
intriguing  Necker  did  that  of  France.  They  join 
ihemfelves  to  the  refllefs  rabble  of  every  country, 
flatter  their  paffions  and  prejudices,  make  war  upon 
the  rich,  divide  the  fpoil,  and  then  retire  to  their 
own  country  to  devour  it. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  fay,  that  the  interview  would 
be  conducted  exadlv  thus  ;  but  I  am  certain  as  to 
its  refult.  I  am  certain  that  every  offer  to  treat 
would  be  rejedled  with  difdain.  War  then  mull  be 
reforted  to ;  not  that  war  is  the  neceffary  confe- 
quence  of  the  violation  of  a  treaty  ;  but  with  the 
accumulated  load  of  sriefs  and  infults  on  both  fides, 
and  the  irreconcilable  hatred  exilting  in  this  coun- 
try againtl  Great  Britain,  it  is  morally  impoffible  to 
preferve  peace. 

The  Preiident  and  Senate  are  oppofed  to  war ; 
they  know  well  its  conlequcnces  to  this  country ; 
but  who  can  tell  what  the  Preiident  of  next  year 
may  be  ?  Can  any  man  poliibly  hope,  that  General 
Wafhington  v,'ill  fuffer  himfeif  to  be  degraded  by 
remaining  the  pageant,  the  mere  tool  of  a  faithlefs 
and  proiiigate  faction  ?  The  reputation  he  has  gain- 
ed it  is  not  in  the  power  of  hell  to  wreft  from  him  ; 
hitherto  he  has  been  fiiffered  to  keep  in  the  path  of 
honour;  but  one  tingle  fiep  in  the  diredtion  he  is. 
nov/  required  to  tread,  and  his  renown  is  blafted  for 
ever.  No  ;  if  this  treaty  does  not  go  into  effect,  it 
cannot  be  expected,  it  cannot  be  hoped,  that  he 
will  again  accept  the  poft  of  Preiident.  Nor  will 
any  other  man  accept  of  it,  who  is  attached   to  the 
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prefent  Conflltution.  Some  more  pliant  mortal  mull 
then  be  found  ;  fome  proflituted  friend  of  France, 
ready  to  facrifice  the  interefts  of  this  country  to  the 
wild  and  bloody  principles  of  the  Convention.  With 
Inch  a  PreJident,  and  with  fuch  a  majority  in  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  war  with  Britain  would 
be  inevitable. 

War  is  at  all  times  and  to  all  countries  dreadful 
in  its  efFedts,  but  to  no  country  and  at  no  time  was 
it  ever  lb  dreaduil  as  it  would  now  be  to  America. 
This  is  not  a  warlike  nation,  nor  has  this  nation  a 
warlike  Government.  In  a  war  with  any  nation 
whatever,  this  country  can  gain  nothing,  and  in  a 
war  with  Great  Britain  it  has  every  thing  to  lofe. 

When  aflertions  like  thefe  are  advanced,  the  ad- 
vocates for  war  turn,  with  imaginary  triumph,  to  the 
refult  of  the  laft  war.  They  tell  us,  that  America 
was  vidlorious,  and  that  the  country  is  now  much 
more  populous  and  rich  than  it  was  then. 

In  the  firit  place,  what  did  this  country  gain  by 
the  laft  w'ar  ?  If  hidependence  w^as  a  gain  (for  at 
■prcffui  that  is  very  problematical),  it  was  the  only 
gain.  I  fhall  not  dwell  on  the  lojjes.  Thole  wdio  have 
i'.ad  their  houfes  burnt  abqut  their  ears  ;  thofe  who 
liave  been  pillaged,  plundered,  robbed  of  their  pro- 
perty ;  thofc  who  are  now  flarving  with  bundles  of 
continental  money  under  their  roofs  ;  thofc  who  have 
loft  their  children  or  their  parents,  do  not  need  to  be 
reminded  of  the  loftes  of  that  war.  If  indefcndencc 
was  the  Q?dy  gain  of  laft  war,  what  is  to  be  the  gain 
of  another  ?  The  vjarriors  do  not  pretend  that  we 
could  go  and  take  Great  Britain  ;  they  do  not  pre- 
tend that  we  could  take  Jamaica ;  they  do  not  pre- 
tend even  that  we  could  take  Bermuda.  What  then 
can  we  take  ?  Why — Canada.  This  is  the  burden 
of  their  fong,  or  rather  zvar-'ivhoop.  With  this  they 
divert  the  rabble,  and  Iharpcn  their  fangs  for  war 
^nd  conqueft.     If  you  aft  them  hoiv  they  would  do 
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4his,  tliey  tell  you  that  men  are  not  wanting;  that 
four    hundred  thoufand  would    turn  out  volunteers 
jigainil  Great  Britain.     I  believe  twice  that  namber 
would    turn  out    for  a  field-day,    with   fticks   and 
Iravcs,  and  return  very  peaceably  home  to  fuppcr ; 
but  would  they  do  this  two  days  running  ?   If  I  am 
to  judge  froro  exp<  rienre,  from  the  infinite  difficulty 
the  Government  had  to  atlcmble  fo  trifling  a  force 
as  fifteen  thoufand  men    on   a  recent   occalion,    I 
Ihould  reduce  this  army  of  four   hundred  thoufand 
Rien  to  three  or  four  battalions.    I  ib.all  be  told  that 
the  feiitimcnts  of  the  people  concerning  the  excife 
were  divided  ;  and   arc  they  unanimous  concerning 
the  treaty  ?    I   will  however  fuppofe  the  people  to 
Lave  but  one  fentiment ;   I  will  fuppofe  0//6' hundred 
thoufand  men  ready  to  fubmit  thcmfeives  to  all  the 
rigour  of  military  dilcipline,  and  all  the  hardfhips  in- 
ieparable  from  a61ual  fervice  ;  I  will  fuppofe  them  all 
heroes,  ready  to  "  leek  the  bubble  reputation  in  the 
**  cannon's  mouth  ;"  and  I  will  fuppofe  a  Wailiing- 
ton  at  their  head.     Yet  thele  heroes  muft  eat,  and 
muft  have  fome  kind  of  covering  too ;  and  this  will 
coil  money.     In  Ihort,  I  have  made  a  little  calcula- 
tion of  the  expenle  of  fifty  thoufand  men,  ten  armed 
veiTels,  ten  galleys,  with   all   the  neceflfary  officers, 
horfes,  waggons,  cannon,   &c.   &c.  &:c.  and  I  find 
the    amount  to  be  above   tweiity  miUions  of  dollars 
annually,  a  fuin   three   times  as   great   as  the  pre^ 
jent  revenue  of  the  United  States.     Can  any  fobcr 
man  look  at  this,  and  imagine  this  country  fit  to  en- 
gage in  a  war  ?  There  is  not  money  in  the  trealnry 
inincient  to  tarry  on  the  war  one  montlh  As  to  loans, 
where  are  they  to  be  obtained  ?     In   France  or  in 
Ilolinnd  ?  The  very  mention  of  thofe  countries,  on 
lurh  a  fobje61,  excites  laughter.     Domeltic  loans  ! 
w])()  will  lend  a  fixpencc  ?  Taxes  I  there  will  be  no- 
thins  but  houfes  and  land  to  tax.     Commerce  will 
be  no  more.     The  enemy  will  let  nothing   out  of 
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our  ports,  or  into  them.  In  a  word,  it  is  abfolutcly 
impoifible  for  this  country  to  equip  any  thing  hke 
a  creditable  force,  without  having  recourfe  to  a 
fn^er  curreficy  and  requifit'tons.  I  care  not  who  dif- 
fers from  me  in  opinion ;  this  opinion  1  give  as 
my  own,  and,  if  war  is  declared,  I  fhall  fee  it 
verified. 

As  doing  injury  to  Great  Britain  is  the  flrongcft 
fliqiulus  to  war  in  this  country,  I  fhall  now  take  a 
view  of  the  extent  of  that  injury  in  the  prefent  in- 
llance.  As  to  the  taking  of  Canada,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve it  probable.  There  are  men  in  that  country 
as  well  as  in  this  ;  and  they  are  better  men,  too,  if 
we  believe  thofe  debated  wretches,  who  tell  us,  that 
one  Frenchman  is  worth  three  of  their  own  ancef- 
tors.  At  any  rate  they  are  men,  they  arc  at  home, 
they  have  eight  or  nine  regular  regiments,  and  a 
train  of  artillery,  luch  as  this  country  will  not  have 
in  fifty  years  to  come,  engineers  and  other  expe- 
rienced officers.  When  the  zvarriors  talk  about 
taking  Canada,  they  forget  that  there  is  any  body  to 
defend  it-  To  be  fure,  the  poor  devils  are  Jiil>Je5ls  ; 
but  as  they  might  get  together  twice  the  number  of 
the  citizens  marched  againfi;  them,  there  is  a  pofli- 
bility  at  leafi;  that  they  might  lay  fome  few  of  the 
latter  dead  upon  the  field. 

By  fea,  a  vv^ar  with  this  country  would  not  add  a 
dollar  to  the  expenfes  of  Great  Britain.  She  is  al- 
ready armed,  and  can  very  well  fparc  a  flout  fqua- 
dron  for  this  coafi:.  How  this  fquadron  mig/it  he  em- 
ployed I  fhali  not  point  out ;  fufiice  it  to  fay,  that, 
if  doing  i7ijiiry  fhould  be  the  obje(5l  of  the  Britilh 
Court,  more  could  be  done  to  us  in  one  week,  than 
we  could  do  to  Great  Britain  in  ten  years. 

But  we  lliould  flarve  their  iflands  :  no  fuch  thing. 
He  who  is  mafter  of  the  fea,  may  call  himfelf  the 
jnafter  of  the  land,     Thofe  who  have  produce  to 
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lell,  will  fell  it,  in  fpite  of  decrees  and  ordinances. 
The  Britifli  would  obtain  all  they  wanted,  juft  as 
ihey  do  now,  with  this  advantage,  that  they  would 
prevent  their  enemies  from  doing  the  fame.  The 
more  I  contemplate  this  fubje6l,  the  more  I  am  con- 
vinced that  a  war  witli  America  would  be  fa- 
vourable to  the  caufe  in  which  Great  Britain  is  at 
prefent  engaged. 

Another  reafon  for  going  to  war  is,  we  fhould 
inJKre  (always  injure)  the  manufaclurers  in  Great 
Britain  ;  to  which  I  beg  may  be  added,  we  fliould 
leave  onrfelves  naked.  This  latter  may  be  a  deiir- 
abie  obje61:  with  the  fans- culottes,  though  1  fhould 
hardly  imagine  that  Mr.  Sivanwick  would  much  ap- 
prove of  it.  People  vainly  fuppofe  that  the  very  ex- 
igence of  Great  Britain  depends  on  her  commerce 
with  this  country  :  experience  might  have  taught  us 
the  contrary  :  fhe  can  do  without  our  trade  for  a 
dozen  years  at  a  time.  Nor  would  fuch  a  contrac- 
tion of  her  commerce  at  the  prefent  time,  and  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  caufe  any  difcontent  in  that  country. — 
Our  behaviour  would  nnite  the  nation,  and  the 
Englifhman  that  would  not  patiently  bear  a  tempo- 
rary inconvenience  or  diftrefs,  that  would  not  even 
fpend  his  lafl:  fiiilling,  to  enable  his  King  to  revenge 
ibch  an  abominable  trait  of  perfidy  as  the  annulling 
of  this  treaty,  ought  to  be  itripped  to  his  fkin,  nay 
of  his  fkin  into  the  bargain.  The  (3.€t  is,  that,  be- 
iides  wanting  the  aid  of  France,  this  country  would 
alfo  want  the  aid  of  the  Englifli  in  this  war  ;  and 
Uiis  would  be  one  of  the  great  differences  between 
this  war  and  the  lafi:.  Lali  war,  addrefles  to  the 
people  of  England  did  much.:  fome  of  thofe  who 
came  to  fight  for  the  King,  took  very  good  care  to 
fisiht  afrainll  him  :  foldiers  and  failors  came  to  de- 
fert  to  their  brothers,  who  were  combatting  in  a 
caufe,  which  was  pretty  generally  looked  upon  as 
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the  caufe  of  Britons.  Things  are  now  changed. 
Bailor  Frankl'm^  were  he  to  rile  from  the  dead, 
would  not  now  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords.  No  Englilh  Lord,  after  the  fate  of  Lord 
Chatham  s  fiatue  at  Charlcflon,  will  ever  take  upon 
him  the  caufe  of  this  country  ;  unlefs  indeed  it  be 
Earl  Stanhope,  who  wijhes  to  he  hanged  *.  Doctor 
Priejiley  we  have  the  happinefs  to  have  a  mono" 
us,  and  therefore  he  can  do  his  country  no  more 
harm.  No  :  if  we  are  to  have  war,  let  us  come 
forward  boldly  like  republicans,  and  tell  the  Britifh 
we  abhor  and  deteft  them.  No  wheedling,  no  coax- 
ing. Let  thofe  who  have  burnt  that  nation's  flag, 
and  called  for  all  the  thunderbolts  in  the  ft  ores  of 
Heaven  to  be  hurled  on  them,  expeft  from  them  all 
the  mifchief  they  can  poffibly  do. 

I  know  that  fuch  language  as  this  is  unufnal  in  this 
country.  It  would  be  much  more  plealing  to  dwell 
on  the  power  of  the  United  States  and  the  decrepit 
flate  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  I  am  no  candidate  for 
popular  favour  or  applaufe.  I  delight  in  fpeaking 
hard  truths  ;  and  belides,  this  is  not  the  time  for 
jelling  or  flattery. 

I  have  hitherto  proceeded  upon  the  fuppoiltion 
that  the  people  of  this  country  would  be  all  united 
in  the  caufe  of  the  war.  But  how  far  would  this  be 
from  the  cafe  !  Almoft  all  the  rich,  almofl  all  the 
people  of  property,  would  be  oppofed  to  it.  There 
is  another  and  ftill  more  dangerous  kind  of  divilion, 
which  would  finally  end  in  a  diflblution  of  the 
Union :  I  mean  the  divifion  of  the  North  from  the 
South.  The  enemies  of  peace,  in  the  Houfe  of  Re- 
prefentatives,  are,  with  two  honourable  exceptions, 
to  be  found  almoft  folely  in  the  fouthern  States.  Can 


*  Such  was  really  the  fate  of  Lord  Chatham's  ftatne  at  Charlcf- 
tpn,  in  the  fprlng  of  1794.  Mr.  William  Pitt'o  tf\^gy  was  burnt 
in  the  fame  town,  and  on  the  lame  day. 

it 
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it  he  imagined,  that  the  lioneft  and  indufirioiis  peo- 
ple of  the  North  will  futfer  tliemfclves  to  be  drag^'^d 
down  to  perdition,  merely  to  fatisfy  the  unprincipled 
vengeance  of  a  neft  of  fraudulent  debtors  t"  Can  it 
be  imagined,  that  the  New-Englanders  will  tamely 
fuffer  the  lords  of  Virginia  to  fport  with  tbeir  pro- 
Ipcrity  and  happinefs,  as  they  do  \vith  their  barrels 
of  riee  and  tobacco  at  a  cock-match  ?  Common 
fenfe  forbids  us  to  believe  any  fuch  thing. 

I  have  fuppofed  alio,  that  the  Government  would 
retain  its  pre;ent  form ;  but  can  this  pofiibly  be  fo  ? 
No  ;  the  moment  a  war  fhould  be  declared,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  rejedlion  of  the  treaty,  the  Conili- 
tution  would  be  thrown  aiide  as  ufelcis  lumber.  A 
revolutionary  Hate  mull  fucceed.  Then  our  Brii- 
fots  and  our  Robefpiei'res  would  mount  the  throne  ; 
we  have  them  ready  at  hand,  and  a  war  is  all  that 
is  wanting  to  bring  them  forth.  Wc  fhould  have 
our  arijiocrats ;  indeed,  they  are  already  pointed 
out :  the  crecStion  of  a  guillotine  is  all  that  remains 
for  the  patriots  to  do,  preparatory  to  their  execu- 
tion. In  fhort,  do  we  envy  the  French  their  fitu- 
ation,  or  do  we  not  ?  Do  we  wifli  to  experience 
thofe  fufTerings,  at  the  recital  of  which  we  now 
weep  ?  Do  we  willi  to  witnefs  all  thofe  cruelties, 
thofe  frlfi^htful  horrors  that  freeze  the  blood  and 
make  us  afhamed  of  our  ipecies  ?  If  we  do,  a  war, 
at  the  prefent  moment,  v.ill  infallibly  bring  us  the 
objecTl  of  our  wifhes,  and  we  ihall  do  well  to  fe- 
cond  the  endeavours  of  the  Livingirons,  and  Madi- 
ibns,  and  the  Gallatins. 

I  am  perfuaded,  that  the  following  letter,  from  my 
Coiijin  Hedgehog  at  New-York,  will  not  be  unaC' 
ceptable  to  my  readers. 

Ne-w-Y'^rk,  i\fl  A^rd^   ^796. 
Dear  CousI^7, 

1  have  long  been  a  conflant  reader  of  your  ufeful 
^vorksJ  and,  as  belonging  to  a  bfanch  of  you  family, 

I  have 
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I  have  taken  to  myfelf  fome  part  of  the  honour 
which  their  bohhiels  and  evident  obje6l  refledt  on 
the  author ;  but,  as  my  branch  is  a  younger,  or 
fubaltern  one,  aud  as  I  have  not  liad  the  folly  to 
adopt  the  levelling  principles  of  the  lans-culottes  of 
the  prelent  day,  1  have  not  till  now  prcfumed  to  in- 
trude on  your  time,  nor  fliould  I  have  done  it  at  all, 
had  not  the  democratic  tricks  in  this  city  teemed  to 
call  alond  for  publicity. 

Without  further  apology,  then,  I  take  the  liberty 
to  inform  you,  that  yefterday  an  afTembly  was  held 
in  the  Bridewell  Fields  (they  were,  you  fee,  on  their 
own  dunghill)  tore-damn  the  treaty ;  or,  in  other 
words,  to  decide  on  a  petition  to  order  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefcntatives  not  to  pafs  the  laws  necefTary  for 
carrying  it  into  efFe6l.     As  all  the  merchants,  and 
other   inhabitants  of  credit   and  confequence,  had 
before  iigned  a  petition  to  a  contrary  effect,  you 
will  eafily  fuppofe  of  wliom  this  Bridewell  meeting 
was  compofed.    The  hour  was  twelve  o'clock,  when 
labourers  of  every  defcription  were  at  leifure  to  at. 
tend.    P.  R.  Liv — ton  and  M.  Liv — ton  (worthy  re- 
lations of  our  mrrmial  Repreientative)  were  the  lead- 
ing  orators.       After    theie    came    their   coadjutor, 
Francis   Van  D — ke,  a  chocolate-grinder,  known 
only  for  his  flupid  head,  his  rancorous  heart,  his 
four  phiz,  and  the  ridiculous  bufilc  he  made  about 
i\\c  iri-coloured  fdg,  that  tome  wag  had  the  liber- 
ticide  impudence  to  tear  down  from  the  place  where 
it  was  hoiftcd  in  our  Cof^ce-houfe.     This  man  was 
chairman  of  the   meeting.      The  next  orator   was 
Serj — t  CI — ke,  fo  con  felled  ly  in  the  pay  in  France, 
that  he  once  ac'tually  fued  G — net  for  not  paying 
\\\i>  fecret  fervices  according  to  flipulated  agreement. 
This  "  pretended  patriot,'*  previous  to  the  meeting, 
advertifed  for  the  purpofe  of  purchafing  *'  feveral 
"  thoufand   of   hoop-poles,    to  be  ufed  ^s  junhts 
*•  {alias  bludgeons)  on  the  day  of  parade." 

The 
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The  complexion  of  the  meeting  was  fuch,  that 
it  is  laid  even  the  Liv — tons  hlujhed  at  it.  This, 
however,  nobody  that  knows  the  thicknefs  of  their 
ikin  will  believe.  A  petition  was  drawn  up  ;  but, 
as  the  affiflants  could  not  be  fuppofed  capable  of 
iigning  their  names,  and  as  in  making  their  marks 
they  muft  have  rendered  the  paper  as  footy  as  their 
own  paws,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  fign  for 
them,  though  the  paws  of  this  Committee  are  cer- 
tainly not  much  cleaner  than  thole  of  the  ailembly 
in  general. 

What  effe6l  fuch  a  petition  as  this  may  have  I 
know  not :  the  fapient  heads  of  the  Oppofition  feeni 
to  be  turned  ;  but  they  may  reft  afTured,  that,  if 
they  have  Jhld  us  to  France,  the  bargain  will  not 
ftaiid.  They  obje6l  to  our  treaty  with  Britain,  be- 
caufe  contraded  without  their  content,  and  we  lliall 
obje<5i:  to  their  treaty  with  France,  becaufe  contract- 
ed without  our  confent.  This  is  fighting  them  at 
their  own  weapons. 

I  muft  now  call  your  attention  to  another  event. 
On  the  1 2th  inftant,  one  Ketilaias,  whofe  offence 
was  that  of  vilifjirig  the  ajfemhly  of  the  Stale^  was 
fet  at  liberty,  and  drawn  in  triumph  through  the 
ftreets,  feated  in  an  old  ragged  phaeton,  by  the 
guards  of  the  city  ;  I  mean  the  black-guards.  On 
this  joyful  occafion  there  was  a  fort  of  civic  feftival. 
The  French  hulks^  now  lying  in  our  harbour  (where 
they  have  lain  for  nine  months  paft,  and  where 
they  will  lie  while  there  is  an  Englifh  armed  fhip  at 
fea),  decorated  themfelves  in  all  their  fans-culotte 
paraphernalia,  ufually  exhibited  at  the  triumph  of 
fava2;e  anarchy  over  order  and  law. 

Thus  you  fee  the  clofe  connexion  that  every 
where  exiffs  between  the  French  and  the  brutal 
enemies  of  our  Government.  Thefe  are  infults 
that  no  Government  ever  before  put  up  with ;  in- 
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lults,  I  trud,  we  fliall   not    long  fuffcr  with   ini- 
p  unity. 

I  am,  &c. 

J.  Hedgehog. 

P.  S.  Unfortunately,  your  intelligence,  in  the 
iatt  CenfoT\  concerning  our  malicious  Argus  (as  far 
as  relates  to  his  deceale),  was  not  well  founded.  A 
French  furgeon  fewed  up  his  neck,  and  the  wretch  is 
now  dropping  about  his  aqua  fort'is  with  as  much 
malice  as  ever.  Would  not  your  quills  and  his  eves 
meet  very  lovingly  together  ?  My  prickles  are  not 
long  enough. 


(  369  ) 

POLITICAL    CENSOR. 

No.  IV. 


Proceedings  In  the  Houfe  of  Reprefetitatives. 

W  HEN  the  laft  Cenfor  went  to  the  prefs,  the 
long-contefted  and  important  queftion  on  the  treaty 
with  Great  Britain  was  flill  undecided.  Go  !  faid  I, 
gentle  Cenlbr,  and  in  thy  mild  and  concihating  ac- 
cents, befeech  the  defperate  demagogues  to  fpare  us 
a  Httle  longer. 

A  fort  of  cloud  had  interpofed  between  the  people 
and  the  fun  of  profperity.  Terror  had  feized  on  all 
thofe  who  had  fomething  to  lofe  ;  they  knew  not 
whether  it  was  prudent  to  buy  or  to  fell ;  whether 
their  fliips  were  fafeft  in  the  harbour  or  out  at  fea  ; 
the  fans-culottes  began  to  grind  their  teeth  and  whet 
their  couteaux,  while  the  heads  of  the  ariflocrats 
feemed  to  totter  on  their  fhoulders,  and  hang  as  it 
were  by  a  bit  of  ikin. 

In  this  lituation  were  we,  when,  on  the  29th  of 
April,  the  queflion  was  taken  in  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe.  The  u4yes  were  49 — and  the  Noes 
49  :  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Muhlenberg  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  gave  the  cafting  vote  in  the  affirmative. 

Thus  was  the  fate  of  a  nation  fufpended  upon  the 
voice  of  one  man,  and  thus  have  we  once  more 
narrowly  efcaped  war  and  anarchy. 

Some   benignant  fylph    certainly   whifpered  Mr. 

Muhlenberg  in  the  ear ;  for  it  is  well  known  that  he 

had  been  a  declared  enemy  to  the  treaty  from  the 
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firfl  moment  of  its  appearance.     He  was  one  of  the 
leaders  at  the  town  meeting  held  at  Philadelphia,  on 
the  25th    of  July,   1795.     At   this    meeting  "the 
"  d — ned  treaty  was  kicked  to  hell,"  and  the  Aflem- 
bly  adjourned  to  go  and  break  Mr.  Bingham's  win 
dows.  This  meeting  appointed  a  Committee  to  draw 
up  a  Memorial,  praying  the  Prefident  not  to  ratify 
the  treaty.     The  Memorial,  after  reprobating  every 
article  of  the  treaty  tingly,  concludes  thus  :  '^  Your 
"  Committee  apprel;end  that  great  evils  would  re- 
*'  fult  to  thefe  States  t'rom  this  treaty,  if  ratified  ; 
*^  they  therefore  recommend  that  an  addrefs  be  pre- 
"  ])ared,  and  prefented  to  the  Prefident  of  the  United 
*'  States,  praying   that   he  will   not  ratify  the  faid 
*'  treaty."     Now,  Mr.  Muhlenberg  was  one  of  the 
very  Committee  who  drew  up  this  Memorial.     Nor 
did  his  oppolition  ceafe  here,  for  we  find  him  voting 
for  the  papers,  and  for  the  protefting  refolution  of 
Mr.  Blount.     Had  he  not  voted  for  this  latter  refo- 
lution, 1  could  have  admitted  that  he  gave  his  cas- 
ing vote  trom  a  perfuafion  that  the  Houfe  had  no 
right  to  fet  the  treaty  afide  ;  but  in  voting  for  the 
relblulion  of  Mr.  Blount,  he  infifts  on  this  right, 
and  therefore  the  cafiing  vote  remains  to  be  account- 
ed for.     Idle  flories  go  about  :  flanderis  ever  on  the 
wing  ;  for  my  part,  I  am  not  one  of  thofe  who  v.ill 
give  credit  to  nothing  that  they  cannot  fee  through  ; 
but  I  leave  a  myftery  as  I  find  it.     This  miraculous 
eonverfion  is  certainly  to  be  attributed  to  the  interpo- 
jition  of  lbq:ie  invifihle  power  ;  to  that  povver  let  us 
return  our  thanks,  and  not  to  Mr.  Muhlenberg. 

But  though  the  refolution  for  carrying  the  treaty 
into  ettedt  had  paflcd  in  the  Committee,  it  had  yet 
to  get  through  the  Houfe,  and  much  apprehenfiou 
was  entertained  for  its  fafety  on  the  pafTage.  The 
Oppofl-ion  was  determined  to  difpute  the  ground  to 
the  lalt  inch  ;  accordingly,  when  the  refolution  was 
taken  up  in  the  Houfe,  on  the  3olh,  Mr.  Dearhom. 
•   '  moved 
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moved  the  following  preamble  to  it ;  ^'  That  although 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe  the  treaty  is  %///y 
ohjetlionablef  and  may  prove  hijurious  to  ihe  United 

"  States,  yet,  conhdcring  all  the  circumftances  re- 
lating thereto,  particularly  that  the  laft  18  articles 
are  to  continue  in  force  only  during  the  prefent 
war,  and  two  years  thercaiter,  and  confiding  alfo 
in  the  efficacy  of  meafures  which  may  be  taken  for 

**  bringing  about  a  dilcontinuancc  of  the  violations 

*^  committed  on  our  neutral  rights,  in  regard  to  our 

*'  veflels  and  feamen,  therefore  ;"  8cc. 

This  was  the  lafl  fhitt  of  a  baffled  fa(51ion.     '  If 

*  you  do  carry  the  treaty,'  laid  they,  *  your  refolu- 

*  tion  fhall  contain  the  proofs  of  your  own  folly  and 
'  inconliltency.'  The  plan  was  well  laid  :  it  was 
expected  that  fomc  of  the  members  who  had  voted 
for  the  refolution  the  day  before,  would  alio  vote  for 
the  preamble  ;  nor  was  this  improbable  ;  any  incon- 
liftency  might  be  expelled  from  fome  of  them. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  as  if  afraid  of  being  outftrip- 
ped  by  Mr.  Chriflie  and  fome  others,  haftened  to 
give  the  preamble  his  entire  approbation,  and  did  at 
laft  actually  vote  for  it.  Thus  we  fee  this  Gentle- 
man firfl:  oppoling  the  treaty  at  a  town  meeting,  and 
drawing  up  a  Memorial  befecching.the  Prelident  not 
to  ratify  it ;  then  we  find  him  voting  for  a  refolufion 
that  declares  the  Houfe  to  have  a  right  to  fet  the 
treaty  alide  ;  but  when  called  on  for  his  calling  voice, 
he  feems  to  have  forgotten  all  about  the  evil  tei>d- 
ency  of  the  treaty  and  the  unmaking  power  of  the 
Houfe.  Sleep,  however,  feems  to  have  refreflied 
bis  memory,  and  we  find  him  next  day  voting  for  a 
preamble  that  declares  this  treaty ''  highly  ohjeElionahk, 
"  ajid  that  it  may  prove  injurious  to  the  United  States;'^ 
but  in  Icfs  than  ten  minutes  afterwards,  befalls  back 
into  his  old  flate  of  torpidity,  and  really  votes  for 
this  very  "  highly  obje6tionable  and  injurious  treaty,'* 
without  any  modification  or  preamble  at  all.     What 
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an  excellent  political  weathercock  !  He  tacks  witli 
ten  times  the  celerity  of  the  Indian  on  the  top  of  his 
fugar-houfe. 

When  the  preamble  was  put,  there  appeared  ac- 
cording to  the  counting,  or  rather  mifcounting,  of  the 
*'  Calm  Ohferver^''*  Ayes  49  and  Noes  49  ;  confe- 
quently  the  Speaker,  Mr.  Dayton,  was  called  on  for 
the  cafting  vote,  and  he  gave  it  in  the  negative. 

Thus  another  catling  vote  preferved  the  honour 
of  the  Honfe,  as  a  former  one  had  done  that  of  the 
ration.  But  it  mud:  be  remarked  here,  that  when 
the  names  of  the  members  came  to  be  printed,  it 
appeared  50  had  voted  in  the  negative  ;  fo  that  there 
was  a  majority  againft  the  inconfiilent  preamble,  even 
without  the  cafting  vote  of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Jekyll,  in  his  account  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
a6l  (Woodfall's  Reports  for  1794,  vol.  iv.  p.  12), 
fays,  "  This  a6l  was  firft  obtained  by  fomething  like 
a  miracle.  In  one  ftage  it  was  carried  in  the  up- 
per Houfe  by  a  Ibrt  oi  i)ious  fraud :  one  of  the 
tellers  feeing  a  very  fat  Lord  coming  in,  and 
knowing  him  to  be  a  man  o^iveight,  counted  him 
*'  for  teny  I  fhould  have  thought  that,  for  like  rea- 
fons,  Mr,  Muhlenberg  had  been  counted  for  tivo, 
had  not  the  error  been  by  fubtracftion  in  place  of  ad- 
dition. Whether  the  fraud  would  have  been  quite 
fo  pious  on  this  occafion,  as  in  obtaining  the  a(9:  of 
Habeas  Corpus,  is  another  thing  :  yes,  Mr.  Beckley, 
that's  another  thing. 

How  the  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  came  to  mifcount, 
or  how  his  mifcounting  came  to  pafs  unreproved 
when  difcovercd,  are  queftions  well  worth  afking. 
Such  miliakes  are  not  common,  nor  is  it  likely  that 
an  extraordinary  degree  of  inattentivenefs  would 
prevail  at  fuch  an  important  moment.  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  dictate  to  members  of  Congrefs ;  but  were  I 
one,  I  would  exert  my  utmofl-  to  difplace  a  Clerk  who 
would  dare  to  miftate  a  vote  of  the  Houfe,  though 
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that  Clerk  fhould  be  the  very  image  of  Lord  Chalk' 
jione  hlmfelf. 

Finally,  the  refolatlon  of  Mr.  Hillhoufe  was  put, 
in  its  original  form :  "  Refolved,  that  the  neceflary 
*'  laws  be  paiTcd  for  carrying  into  efFe6l  the  treaty 
**  concluded  between  his  Britannic  Majcfty  and  the 
"  United  States." — The  Ayes  and  Noes  were  as  fol- 
lows : 

Ayes. — Mefheiirs  Ames,  Bailey,  Bourne,  Brad- 
bury, Buck,  Chri/lis,  Coit,  Cooper,  Crabb,  Derify 
A.  Fofter,  D.  Fofler,  Gilbert,  Oilman,  Glenn, 
Goodhue,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Grifwold,  Grove,  Han- 
Cock,  Harper,  Hartley,  Henderfon,  Hillhoufe,  Hind- 
man,  Kilchell,  Kittcra,  Leonard,  S.  Lyman,  Mal- 
bone,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Reed,  Richards,  Sedg- 
wick, Sitgreaves,  J.  Smith,  N.  Smith,  Ifaac  Smith, 
.9.  Smith,  W.  Smithy  Swift,  Thatcher,  Thomas, 
Thompfon,  Tracey,  Van  Allen,  Van  Courtlaiidt, 
Wadfworth,  Williams. — 51. 

Noes. — MeflieursBaird, Baldwin,  Benton,  Blount, 
Brent,  Bryan,  Burgefs,  Caleb,  Claiborne,  Clopton, 
Coles,  Dearborn,  Earle,  Franklin,  Gallatin,  Gil- 
lefpie,  Giles,  Greenup,  Hampton,  Harrifort,  Ha- 
thorn,  Havens,  Heath,  Heifter,  Holland,  Jackfon, 
Livingfton,  Locke,  W.  Lyman>  Maclay,  Macon, 
Madifon,  Millcdge,  Moore,  New,  Nicholas,  Orr, 
Page,  Parker,  Prelton,  Rutherford,  Ifrael  Smith, 
Sprigg,  Swanwick,  Tatom,  Varnum,  Venable,  Winn. 
' — 48. 

The  rcfolution  paffcd  of  courfe,  and  a  Committe9 
was  appointed  to  bring  in  the  bills. 

The  reader  will  recolle61,  that  to  know  the  real  in- 
clinations of  the  members,  he  mul]:  obferve  wl;io 
▼otcd  for  the  call  for  papers,  and  who  did  not.  In 
the  prefent  lift  for  Ayes,  I  have  marked  in  italics 
thofe  members  who  have  voted  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Livingilon's  paper  ^notion,  that  fuch  as  laboured 
through  the  heat  of  the  day  may  be  diftinguifhed 
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froiii  I'uch  as  did  not  drop  in  until  the  eleventh 
hour. 

The  Reprefentatives  who  voted  on  this  memora- 
ble queflion,  maybe  divided  into  three  clatTcs  :  i. 
ilaunch  friends  of  the  Conftitution  and  the  treaty  : 
2.  the  converts  ;  3,  the  hardened  political  linners. 

As  to  the  firft  of  thefe  clafles,  1  fhall  fay  nothing  : 
the  pcrlbns  compofing  it  are  i'o  much  above  all 
praifc,  that  I  could  not  hope  to  do  them  jufiice. 
They  will  find  an  ample  reward  in  the  fuccefs  of  their 
indefatigable  efforts,  and  in  the  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments of  all  their  worthy  conllituents. 

The  fccond  clals,  or  the  converts,  merit  but  little 
thanks  from  any  body.  Their  apologies  for  fhifting 
fides  w^ere,  as  indeed  apologies  generally  are,  a  mofl 
monfirous  abufe  of  words.  What,  for  inftance, 
could  be  more  ridiculous  than  for  a  man  to  get  up 
and  make  a  long  harangue,  in  order  to  perfuade 
6t/iers  to  vote  againfi  the  treaty,  and  conclude  with 
faying,  thnt  lie  fliould  vote  for  it  ? — And  why  ? — Be- 
cauie  he  would  not  create  a  divifion  between  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  the  Government!  Surprifing! 
He  had  voted  for  forcing  the  papers  out  of  the  Pre- 
fident's  hands  ;  he  had  alio  voted  for  the  rcfolution 
that  was  to  remainas  a  proteil  againtl  the  Prefit4ent's 
refufiiigof  fhcfe  papers;  and,  at  lafr,  he  votes  for 
the  treaty,  in  order  to  cultivate  harmony  between  the 
different  branches  of  the  Government  !  The  Gen- 
tleman feems  to  have  fallen  out  with  the  other 
branches,  merely  to  have  the  pleafure  of  making  it 
lip  again.  This  farce  may,  then,  taketh<?  name  of  a 
comedy  lately  written  by  a  Citizen  of  Philadelphia  : 
*/  The  Triumphs  of  Love  ;  or,  Happy  Reconci- 
"  liation." 

The  facl  i>,  however,  this  converfion  was  not 
owing  to  a  conciliating  difpolition  in  the  converted. 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  manly,  prudent,  and  well- 
timed  meafures  of  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia, 

this 
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this  imporfant  treaty  would  have  been  fetafide*.  How- 
ever indifferent  the  converts  might  beto  the  Ibfpenlion 
of  enfurancc  and  the  general  Ihock  given  to  bufinefs 
of  every  kind  ;  however  they  might  afted  to  laugh  at 
the  alarmilts,  ihey  would  have  been  afraid  to  return 
among  their  confiituents,  had  they  plunged  the 
country  into  diiirels  and  confulion.  Very  probably 
their  turn  for  roafting  would  have  come  :  they  might 
have  feen  their  effisies  dracffcd  about  in  a  dunce-cart, 
with  French  gold  in  their  hands.  Happy  might  they 

have 


*  The  following  Memorial  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  on  the 
17th  of  April. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Honfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  United 

States. 

*'  Ihe   Memorial  of   the    Subfcrihers,   Merchants   and  Traders   of 

Philadelphia^ 

*'  Refpedlful'y  reprefents, 

*'  That  they  have  waite'i,  with  anxious  expe^T:ation,  to  fee  the 
"  neceflary  meafures  adopred  by  your  honourable  licufe  for  car- 
"  rying  into  operation  the  treaty  concluded   between  the  United 

States  and  Great  IBritainj  and  are   now  ferioufly  alarmed  left 

thofe  meafnres  fhould  be  further  delayed  or  entirely  omitted. 

"  Under  that  impreffion,  they  deem  it  incumbent  on  tKem  to 
"  reprefent,  that  the  property  of  the  merchants  of  the   tinited 

States,  amounting,  upon  a  moderate  compnta;ion,  to  more 
"  than  five  millions  of  dollars,  has  been  taken  frcm  them  by  the 
*'  fubjects  of  Great  Britain,  the  reilitution  of  which  they  verily 
"  believe  depends  in  a  great  meafure  upon  the  completion  of 
*'  the  treaty  on  our  part. 

"  Independent  of  this  immcnfe  fum,  they  have  embarked  the 
"  principal  part  of  their  remaining  fortunes  in  veflels  and  adven- 
**  lures,  the  fafety  of  which  v/ill,  as  they  apprehend,  be  mate- 
*^'  rially  affefted  by  a  refufal  or  negleft  on  the  part  of  the  United 
**  States  to  comply  with  ftipulations  fo  folemnly  entered  into.  Be- 
*'  fides  their  particular  interefts  as  merchants  and  traders,  they 
"  fetl  an  interell,  in  common  with  thc;f  fellow-citizens  of  other 
"  defcriptions,  in  the  prefervation  of  peace,  on  which  the  pro- 
*'  fperity  of  this  country  depends ;  and  they  fliotiid  deem  them- 
"  lelves  v>anting  in  that  fpirit  and  independence  which  ought 
**  ever  to  charadtcrize  freemen,  if  they  forbear,  on  fo  interef^ing 
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have  thought  thcmfelve?,  if  a  juitly  enraged  people 
had  confined  their  vengeance  to  the  burning  of 
images  and  picSlures  when  the  originals  were  at 
hand.  Their  recantation  was,  in  fhort,  like  that  of 
a  man  who  fees  the  Itake  and  the  fao-frots  before  him. 
I  look  upon  their  fupport  of  Government,  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  as  a  fort  of  verbal  conformity  with 
a  mental  refervation.  P'evv  people  are  dupes  enough 
to  believe  them  lincere.  The  dofe  they  have  fvval- 
lowed  with  lb  many  wry  faces,  has  only  ferved  to 
fet  their  gall  in  motion  :  the  executive  branch  of 
Government  may  expcc-1:  at  their  hands  every  check 
and  impediment  that  dilappointed  malice  can  lug- 
gefl. 

But  little  merit  as  I  afcrihe  to  the  converts,  and 
little  hope  as  I  have  of  their  reformation,  I  mult  flill 
prefer  them  to  the  hardened  finners  ;  for  though  a 
fort  of  death-bed  repentance,  fuch,  for  inftance,  a> 
that  of  the  cajiing  voice^  can  never  be  luppofed  to 
•atone  for  a  life  of  political  fin,  yet  it  is  at  any  rate 
lets  oftenfive  to  moral  it  v  and  decency,  than  to  hear 
the  fons  of  reprobation  blafpheming  to  the  lafl  galp, 
and  expiring  with  curies  on  their  lips. 

All  the  48  members  found  in  the  Oppofition  on 


"  an  occafion  as  the  prefent,  to  exprefs  their  wifhes  and  expecfta- 
'•  tions.  They,  therefore,  with  .ill  due  refpeft  for  the  Reprefent- 
*'  atives  of  rhe  people  of  the  United  States,  beg  leave  to  recom- 
*'  mend  that  no  partial  confiderations  of  policy  may  influence  their 
**  deciUoti  on  this  important  queftion  ;  but  that  they  both  the 
**  honour  and  the  iutereft  of  the  nation  may  be  preferved,  by 
*'  making  the  neceirary  provifions  for  carrying  the  treaty  into 
"  fair  and  honourable  effe£t." 

Nor  did  the  merchants  of  the  capital  ftop  here  :  they  appointed 
a  Committee  to  ccrrefpond  with  other  mercantile  towns,  and  with 
the  back  counties  of  Pennfylvania.  This  meafure  brought  fuch 
fwarms  of  petitions  from  the  people  of  property  of  every  quar- 
ter of  the  Union,  that  the  Oppofiiion  began  to  perceive  how  little 
their  own  ftrengch  was. 

A  the 
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the  definitive  queflion  concerning  the  treaty,  will 
unavoidably  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  French 
National  Convention,  They  all  certainly  merit  the 
fraternal  hug ;  but  there  are  fome  of  them  whom  it 
would  be  unjuft  to  mix  promifcuoufly  with  the  com- 
mon herd  :  thefe  ought  to  have  a  kifs  on  both  checks, 
while  the  reft  might  be  put  ofi'  with  a  kifs  on  one; 
•or  if  French  polilenefs  will  infill  upon  the  doiibk 
haifes  to  all,  the  five  Kings  might  falute  the  leaders, 
while  the  reit  might  be  left  to  the  fkinny-lipped  blood- 
iuckers  of  the  Council  of  Elders. 

\i\  order  to  regulate  the  ceremonial,  I  fhall  point 
out  thofe  whom  I  think  entitled  to  the  diftinguifh- 
ed  honour  of  being  flobbered  by  the  five  Sultans ; 
obferving,  once  for  all,  that  I  do  not  wifli  to  de- 
preciate the  value  of  any  man's  labour,  or  inter- 
iere  with  any  bargain  that  might  be  previoufly  en- 
tered into  between  the  parties.  The  labourer  is 
wortliy  of  his  iiire,  whether  he  luccceds  in  his  object- 
or not. 

To  place  the  Italian  at  the  head  of  thefe  worthies 
is  an  aft  of  jufticr,  and  an  a6l  of  jullice  which  I 
have  the  more  pleafure  in  performing,  as  I  have 
lately  been  accufed  (how  falfely  every  body  knows) 
of  attempting  to  fmk  that  Gentleman  in  the  opL- 
nion  of  the  public. 

When  the  treaty-making  power  was  to  be  at- 
tacked ;  or,  in  other  words,  when  a  breach  was  to  be 
made  in  the  Conftitution,  and  fuch  a  breach  as  never 
could  have  been  clofed,  the  afFailants  fcerned  at  alofs 
for  a  leader.  Citizen  Madifon  Ihrank  from  the  tafk. 
The  eyes  of  the  phalanx  at  lafl  turned  towards  the 
Italian.  Murderers,  when  preparing  for  their  hor- 
rid work,  always  choole  from  among  their  gang, 
fome  preciouHy  ill -looking  villain  to  give  the  firft 
ilab  ;  that  done,  they  fall  on  with  lefs  remorfe,  and 
difpatch  the  proftrate  vi(ftim.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
lay  that  the  aflailants  of  the  Conftitution  a6led  upon 

the 
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the  lame  maxims  of  phyfiognomy:  no,  God  forbid 
I  lliould  fay  or  inhiiuate  any  fuch  thing  ;  on  the 
contrary^  if  perfon  had  any  thing  to  do  in  the  mat- 
ter, I  llioald  rather  fuppofe  that  the  leader  was  chofeii 
for  his  beauty. 

Let,  however,  the  motive  to  the  choice  be  what 
it  might,  that  it  was  a  good  one,  v*'e  all  know. 
Willi  what  art  did  the  Genevefe  approach  !  How  did 
he  twill  and  twrn  when  he  found  an  obftacle  in  his 
way  !  How  did  his  eyes  ghftcn,  when  ready  to  dart 
in  upon  his  devoted  prey  !  Thofe  that  followed 
him  had  little  more  to  do  than  to  mouth  over  what 
ihey  hac^  heard,  as  the  yelping  puppies  of  the  pack 
give  tongue,  Vv  ben  they  hear  the  cry  of  the  leading 
old  hound. 

The  flauiich  old  hound. 


*' Guide  of  the  pack,   although  gamit  and  ugly ^ 

*'  Is  yet  of  jjreat  account.     He  'II  oft  untie 

*'  T  he  Gordian  knot,  when  reafon  at  a  ftand, 

"  Puzzling,  is  loft,  and  everv  art  is  vain. 

*'  yis party  chiefs  in  lenates  who  prefide, 

*'  With  pleaded  reafon  and  with  ^rtful  fpeech 

*'  Condnft  the  Raring  multitude;  fo  he 

*'  Dlreth  the  pack,  who  w'whjoifit  cry  approve, 

"  And  loudly  boaji  difcoveries  not  their  o-mh"  ^ 

Had  Somerville  written  his  beautiful  poem  of  The 
Chafe  but  yefterday,  with  the  late  proceedings  of  the 
Houfe  of  Keprefentatives  before  his  eyes,  he  could 
not  have  made  a  more  apt  allufion  than  is  contained 
in  the  above-quoted  pafliige.  Therefl:  did,  indeed. 
With  joint  cry  approve,  and  loudly  boafl  difcoveries 
not  thrir  (^y>'n;  but  the  fagacious  and  indefatigable 
Gentvtfe  u\)\.\q(X  the  Gordian  knot ;  and  though  his 
game  at  lall  efcaped  him,  he  is  entitled  to  all  the  ho- 
nours of  the  field.  The  grateful  fportfman,  to  reward 
his  faithful  and  laborious  cur,  claps  him  on  the  back 
find  fpits  in  his  mouth.  And  lb  our  Italian  fliall  be 
difiinguifhcd  from  his  colleagues  by  fome  fuperior 
re  .yard.  i 

After 
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After  the  Genevefe^  I  think,  we  mult  give  the  pre- 
cedence to  the  long  man  from  New -York,  and  the 
Jhort  man  from  Philadelphia. 

From  the  lirft  of  thefe,  who  labours  under  an  ex- 
treme poverty  of  talents,  much  could  not  be  cxpc6l- 
ed.  His  head  is  generally  thought  to  be  as  empty  as 
his  purfe  ever  was,  yet  he  certainly  furpaffcd  all  his 
felJow-labourers,  except  the  cunning  Italian.  He 
fet  out  with  hlujh'mgy  and  I  leave  any  one  toguefs  at 
the  efforts  that  mutt  be  made  to  get  a  blufli  through 
a  Ikin  like  his.  Belides,  where  v/ill  you  find  a 
young  man  of  his  pretenfions,  a  kind  of  Creole  Aionis, 
as  it  were,  who  would  rifle  his  complexion  for  afin- 
gle  moment  ?  Who  would  luffer  his  pure  yellow, 
his  fine  golden  hue,  to  be  mixed  with  red,  and  thus 
debafed  to  a  vile  copper  colour  ?  Who  would,  in 
fhort,  fufFer  himfelf  to  be  changed  from  a  guinea  to 
a  halfpenny?  I  do  not  know  whether  the  Gentle- 
man has  been  accnjlomed  tojiich  depreciations  or  not ; 
but  if  this  be  the  tirll  time,  fuch  a  facrifice  is,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  worthy  of  a  capital  compenfation. 

I  did  not  intend  to  trouble  the  reader  with  re- 
marks on  any  particular  paffages  of  this  Gentleman's 
fpeeches  :  they  are  generally  fuch  ftrings  of  plagia- 
rifms,  that,  to  ccnfure  them,  you  muft  cenfurc  their 
authors  ;  and  this  is  fomctmes  difagreeable.  One 
pafTage  or  two,  however,  call  for  oblervation,  which 
I  am  the  more  ready  to  beitow  on  them,  as  they  ap- 
pear to  be  original. 

The  Gentleman,  in  defence  of  his  faper  motion, 
told  the  Houfe  that  "  it  was  impoffible  to  determine 
"  that  they  would  not  impeach  until  the  papers  were 
*'  fcen.  Fads  might  then  appear  which  would  ren- 
"  dcr  that  an  unavoidable  meafure  which  v/as  not 
"  now^ontcmplatcd.  If,  for  inftance,  inftead  of  a 
*'  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  they  were  now  dlfcuff- 
*'  ing  one  formed  with  the  Porte,  where  it  is  the 
"  cuilom  for  minifters  to  give  and  io  xcz&we prefenfs  ; 
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and  on  the  produ6>ion  of  the  correfpondcncc,  it 

fhould  appear  that  our  MIniller   had  received   a 

douceur  (bribe)  on   tlie    fignature    of  the  treaty; 

would  not  the  Houfe  think  then^ifelvcs  obliged  to 

impeach  ?" 

This  is  a  fuppofilion  vvound  up  with  an  interroga- 
tion. Now  let  us  lee  if  we  cannot  fiippofc  and  put 
queflions  as  well  as  this  Adonis.  Suppofe,  then,  that 
the  electors  of  a  certain  diltri6l  or  city  were  lilly 
enough  to  chcofe  as  their  Reprefentative,  a  man  at 
once  proud  and  poor,  haughty  and  mean,  infolent 
and  cravvlii]g  ;  fuppofe  that  this  man  were  an  infol- 
vent  debtor,  who  had  vilited  the  inlide  of  a  jail,  and 
who  had  bilked  his  creditors  by  paying  them  but 
three  Jhdl'ings  in  the  pound.  Now  fliould  a  man  like 
this  rife  up  rn  Congrefs,  and  adopting  the  fentiments, 
tlic  ftyle,  and  even  the  gefliculations  of  the  mob, 
bafely  infinuate,  that  a  public  Minifter,  of  unfpotted 
fame,  had  received  a  bribe  from  a  foreign  Prince — ■ 
what,  I  alk,  would  fuch  a  man  deferve  ? — To  be  cut 
out  at  tiill  length  in  a  livhig  Jlone,  and  fluck  up  at 
the  corner  of  the  Fly-Market,  for  the  boys  to  throw 
rotten  eggs  at,  till  the  ftatue  became  as  yellow  as 
the  original. 

The  Gentleman  declared  (and  vcvy  fincerely,  with- 
out doubt)  that  his  fuppofition  was  by  no  means  ap- 
plicable to  iVlr.  Jay  ;  and  I  declare,  with  equal  lin- 
cerity,  that  my  fuppolition  is  by  no  means  applica- 
ble to  Mr.  Livingfton,  for  whofe  feelings,  as  the 
reader  mud  have  already  perceived,  I  have  a  won- 
derful tendernels  ;  a  tendernefs,  indeed,  that  I  would 
wifli  to  equal  that  v/hich  he  has  fhown  for  the  feel- 
ings of  the  Prefident  and  Mr.  Jay. 

The  next  pafTage  that  attracts  my  attention  feemsto 
be  a  fort  of  fide-wind  eulogy  on  the  five  Kin^s  and 
their  mild  and  humane  Government.  "  All  Europe," 
fays  our  Adonis,  "  was  once  free  ;  all  Europe,  with 
*'  the  exception  ^jpr^w^  and  Switzerland,  are  noisj 
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"  in  chains.     Where,  then,  will  hlftorlcal  fa6ls  be 
*'  found  to  juftify  the  charge?     In   the   obfcquious 
<*  Parliament  of  Britain  V  &c. — Poor  Adonis,  how 
little  docs  he  know  about  all  Europe  I   And  is  It  pof- 
lible  that  any  one,  preicnding  to  be   a   reafonabic 
creature,  fhould  yet  talk,  to  us  about  French  liberty  ? 
A  decree  launched  forth  by  their  merciful  lords,  the 
other   day,  will   give   us  a  pretty  correct    idea   of 
Frenchmen's  freedom.  This  decree  bears,  *'  that  the 
parents  of  emigrants  Ihall  wow  give  up  to   the 
nation  tliat  portion  of  their  property  which  ivcuhl 
have  fallen^  after  their  death,  to  their  emigrant 
children."    Let  any  one  judge  from  this,  whether 
the  poor  devils  are  in  chains  or  not.     But  why  do  I 
cite  particular  inilances  of  their  flavery  ?    What  oc- 
calion  have  I  here  to  attempt  a  contradi6lion  of  what 
every  one,  even  the   moft  ignorant  of  the  people, 
knows  to  be  falfe  and  ridiculous  ?   "In  Turkey,  and 
"  in  Morocco,"  fays  Playfair,  "  the  people  know 
"  under   what  defpotifm   they  groan ;    they   know 
"  who  their  rulers  are,  and  they  know  that  what- 
"  ever  injuftice  they  may  be  guilty  of  towards  indi- 
"  viduals,  they  mull:  have  fome  regard  to  the  gene- 
"  ral  intereft,  to  the  prclervation  of  the  whole.  They 
"  have   the   fatlsfacflion  too   of  complaining  to  a 
"  friend  in  fecret  of  their  misfortunes  ;  but  the  mi- 
'^  ferahle  French  JIave,  who  thinks  himfelf  ^free  ci- 
"  tizeny  does  not  know  who  his  mafters  are.     He 
"  dares  not  complain,  becaufe  all  around  him  con- 
"  fider  that  their  miferies  are  the  effedls  of  freedom 
and  philofophy  ;  and  like  the  philofophcr  Panglofs, 
though   ruined   and   miferable,    they   have  been 
taught   to  fay  that  all   is  as  well  as  poffible. — 
Wretched  people  !  among  whom  every  thing  is  at 
the  difpolition  of  a  gang   of  intriguing  delpots, 
who,  by  means  of  a  printing-prefs  and  reams  of 
affignats,  pillage  the  nation,  and  excite  to  maf- 
f*  facre  and  bloodfhed  !"  This  is  the  only  people  in 
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Europe  who,  our  Adonis  tells  us,  is  not  in  chains  ! 
J  can  affure  him  that  fuch  an  aflertion,  at  this  day, 
is  barely  honoured  with  a  fneer.  The  people  of 
America  have  at  laft  opened  their  eyes.  They  have 
feen  French  liberty  feated  on  her  throne,  the  guil- 
lotine, furrounded  with  confifcations,  guards,  ma- 
nacles, and  dungeons ;  they  have  feen  French  religion 
exhibited  in  blafphemies  againit  the  Almighty,  and 
in  the  adoration  of  a  common  proftitute  ;  they  have 
feen  French  humanity  in  the  tbrm  of  a  child  torn 
from  its  mother's  womb,  and  writhing  on  the  point 
of  a  bayonet.  Yes,  and  they  have  feen  the  etFects 
of  French  gold  too  ;  and  I  can  tell  you,  Mr.  Living- 
lion,  that  they  defpife  the  corrupter  as  well  as  the 
corrupted.  French  friendfiiip  they  know  they  do 
not  want,  and  French  enmity  is  become  the  obie6l 
of  their  contempt.  To  ply  them  then,  Sir,  with 
this  old,  ridiculous,  threadbare  tale  of  French 
liberty,  though  it  may  procure  you  a  feu  de  joie 
from  the  hulks  at  New-York,  is  an  infult  to  the  un- 
derftandings  of  your  conftituents,  for  which  1  much 
queltion  if  even  your  ignorance  will  be  thought  a 
fufficient  apology. 

But  it  feeras  there  is  one  other  nation,  belides  the 
French,  who  are  nof  in  chains  ;  tlieSwifs.  It  is  fome- 
thing  lingular  that  our  orator  forgot  the  republics  of 
Batavia  and  Geneva.  Tiiey  have  both  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  having  the  fame  kind  of  free  Govern- 
ment as  his  dear  France.  Their  legiflative  and  ex- 
ecutive branches,  and  all  their  offices  of  Itate,  ex- 
cepting the  prime  minifter.  Citizen  Guillotine,  are 
the  fame.  What,  then,  could  render  ihem  un- 
worthy of  being  called  free  nations  ?  How  comes 
Switzerland,  the  beft  part  of  which  groans  under 
an  ariilocracy,  to  be  preferred  to  thcfe  regenerated 
States,  thefe  apes  of  the  French  republic,  thefe  firft- 
born  of  the  great  baboon  ?  Our  Adonis'^  head  was 
abfolutely  turned  with  his  paper-kite  inotion. 

Never 
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"Never  furcly  was  poor  youth  fo  difcomifited, 
fcouted,  and  routed  as  he  has  been  during  this  tcf- 
fion.  After  a  month's  hard  labour,  the  Prelident 
refutes  him  a  peep  at  the  papers ;  he  fecks  venge- 
ance, meets  a  fecond  rebuff,  and  is  at  latl  reduced 
to  the  mortification  of  leeing  the  fchemes  of  nine 
long  months  overturned  in  a  linglc  moment,  in  fpite 
of  the  counter-efforts  of  his  ivorlhy  relations  at  New- 
York,  joined  to  thofe  of  the  Chocolate-grinder  and 
Sergeant  Clarke.  In  this  fituation  what  is  he  to 
do  ?  Jog  back  quietly  to  daddy's,  make  the  moft 
of  his  perfonal  charms,  ogle  the  fair  lex  in  place 
of  grinning  at  General  Wafhington,  and  content 
himfelf  with  reading  billets  doux  intlcad  of  ftate 
papers.  But,  for  mercy's  fake,  let  him  take  care 
how  he  hlujhes  :  "  the  hankrupt^''''  fays  an  author, 
"  never  yet  found  the  fair  one  kind,"  and  what  then 
could  he  expedl  for  a  yellow  boy  who  fhould  blufh 
himtelf  to  Jerfey  copper  ? 

Having  thus  difmilfed  the  long  rawboned  knight 
of  the  w  of  id  countenance^  I  muft  now  beg  the  reader's 
refpedful  attention,  while  I  bring  on  the  fcene,  pro- 
bably for  the  lall  time,  the  little  duck  legged 
Squire.— There  he  is,  like  a  ballad-linger  in  a  (air  ! 
don't  fright  yourfelves,  ladies ;  upon  my  foul  he'll 
do  you  no  violence.  'Tis  as  gentle  a  little  creature 
as  you  ever  fet  eyes  on  :  you  may  even  firoke  him 
without  apprehending  the  leaft  mifchief;  do  bat 
llften  to  his  fpeech,  and  he'll  lick  your  hand  like  a 
fpaniel. 

This  Gentleman's  efforts  on  the  oppofition  may 
be  confidered  as  confined  to  the  exaltation  of  the 
magnanimity  of  the  K'lug  of  Spain^  and  that  of  his 
own  difintereflednefs.  indeed,  both  fubjecis  were 
equally  worthy  of  his  fmall-talk  eloquence.  The 
magnanimity  of  a  man  who  fhakes  hands  in  an 
humble  peace  with  the  murderers  of  the  head  of  his 
family,  is  well  matched  with  the  difintereftednefs  of 
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another,  who  aims  at  the  deftru61ion  of  his  country, 
or  at  leaft  of  all  that  is  valuable  in  it,  that  he  may 
raife  himfelf  on  its  ruins. 

He  told  the  Houfe  that  "  he  had  feveral  veflcls 
*'  at  fea,  not  enfured;  that  he  had  landed  property 
*'  in  great  quantity  ;"  and  hence  he  took  occal^on  to 
conclude,  that  he  could  not  be  fufpe6led  as  wifhing 
to  involve  the  country  in  a  war.  This,  indeed, 
from  a  man  of  moderate  views,  from  a  man  of  mo- 
derate vanity  even,  ought  to  have  fomc  weight ;  but 
from  one  like  the  perfon  here  fpoken  of,  it  ought  to 
have  none  at  all. 

There  are  fome  men,  who,  as  the  poet  fays, 
"  never  are  at  heart's  eafe  while  they  fee  a  greater 
*^  than  themfclves."  Such  is  this  Gentleman.  He 
mud  be  every  where,  and  every  where  at  the  head  i 
and  as  it  commonly  happens  with  thofe  of  his  flamp, 
nature  has  abfolutely  difqualified  him  for  the  attain- 
ment by  fair  means.  Still,  however,  he  drives  on 
towards  his  obje6V,  and  in  his  progrefs  employs 
all  thofe  little  arts  that  worth  and  genius  difdain. 
How  has  he  laboured  to  eflablilli  for  himfelf  the 
character  of  a  man  of  learning  and  tafte  !  How 
often  and  how  barefacedly  has  he  condefcended  to. 
become  his  own  puffin  the  common  papers  !  How 
many  letters  has  he  written  to  diftant  places  to  en- 
fure  the  infertion  of  articles  in  praife  of  himfelf  ! 
What  incredible  pains  has  he  taken  to  procure  the 
appearance  of  a  iilly  poem,  figned  with  his  name, 
in  a  periodical  publication  of  a  foreign  country  ! 

He  told  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  his  ihips 
and  his  lands  ;  he  might  have  told  them  of  his  houfi 
too,  unlefs,  indeed,  he  looked  upon  that  as  unne- 
cefTary,  from  its  being  fo  perfedijr-known.  This 
houfe,  which  refembles,  in  furniture,  a  Dutch  virtu- 
olb's  baby-hutch,  is  become  a  kind  of  rareefhow. 
The  vain  proprietor  a6ts  the  part  of  a  delpicable 
fliowman.    This  houfe  that  Jack  built  is  his  hobby- 

horfe  ; 
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liorfe ;  and  when  mounted  on  it,  he  is  more  an  ob- 
je6l  of  ridicule  than  tlic  whore  on  the  black  ram,  or 
poor  Gulhver  aflridc  the  nipple  of  the  Brobdingna- 
gian  maid  of  honour. 

Money  however  he  has,  and  with  this  he  finds 
his  way  into  almoll  every  meeting  that  l)ears  the 
name  of  a /o<:/V/)' ;  a  name,  by  the  by,  of  which  mod 
men  of  fenfe  begin  to  be  heartily  tired.  Our  Lilli- 
putian, with  his  dollars,  gets  accefs  where,  without 
them,  he  would  not  be  fufFcred  to  appear.  But  of 
all  his  little  baits  for  admiration  and  contequence, 
none  is  furely  fo  perfe6lly  ludicrous  as  his  becom- 
ing the  Mentor  of  the  little  mijfes.  That  a  vain 
man  fhould  condefccnd  to  cajole  the  mob,  to  greafe 
the  hands  of  the  leaders  of  a  club  or  fociety  ;  that 
he  fhould  crawl  to  news-printers,  or  even  run  dan- 
gling about  after  fpe6tators  to  admire  histafty  man- 
lion,  is  not  fo  very  furpriiing  ;  but  that  he  lliould 
fo  far  defy  the  power  of  ridicule  as  to  profefs  himfelf 
the  periodical  declaimer  at  the  breakings  up  of  a 
boarding-fchool,  and  even  fhow  an  uncommon 
anxiety  to  have  his  fpeeches  on  thofe  occafions  pub- 
liihed,  is  what  no  mortal  could  ever  have  expedted, 
no,  not  from  John  Swan  wick. 

What  attention  is  due  to  a  man  like  this,  when 
he  produces  the  coincidence  of  his  own  intereft  with 
that  of  his  own  country  as  a  proof  that  his  condu6t 
is  in  conformity  to  both  ?  Such  a  man  feels  intereft- 
ed  in  nothing  that  does  not  bring  food  to  his  vanity  ; 
and  if  a  greater  quantity  of  this  is  to  be  obtained 
by  the  lots  of  his  properly  than  by  its  prefervation,  he 
will  never  fcruple  to  hazard  it.  Where  then  are  his 
dilintereftedncfs  and  his  patriotifm  ? 

At  firft  glance,  one  would  imagine  that  a  being 
like  this  was  formed  for  the  contempt,  or  at  leaft  for 
the  divcrfion  of  mankind  ;  and,  under  certain  Govern- 
ments, he  would,  indeed,  be  harmlefs  ;  but  in  a 
flate  where  all  depends  upon  thp  popular  voice^  I 
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do  not  know  a  more  dangerous  chara6ler.  Of  a 
proud  man  you  liavc  fome  hold  ;  his  pride  will  not 
Jet  him  floop  to  lur.h  mcannctles,  by  which  alone  he 
can  come  at  tlie  power  that  makes  him  formidable ; 
while  the  vain  one  will  flop  at  nothing.  Knowing 
that  the  accomplifhment  of  his  hopes  depends  on 
the  people,  and  that  it  is  to  numbers  he  muft  owe 
his  fuccefs,  he  fpeculates  in  tlieir  errors  and  their 
prejudices,  and  turns  them  to  his  own  advantage  at 
tlie  expenfe  of  the  community.  No  rebuff,  no  ill 
treatment  or  difcomtit,  difcourages  him  :  kick  him 
out  at  your  front  door,  and  he  will  come  in  at  the 
back  :  drive  him  from  one  office  or  one  aflbmbly, 
and  he  will  get  into  another  :  Ibmewhere  he  will 
be,  where  he  can  make  himtclf  talked  of.  He 
is  ever  the  cringing  flave  of  power  ;  he  adores  it,  in 
whatever  hands  it  may  be  found  :  as  he  wheedles  a 
democratic  populace,  lb  would  he  the  cruelleil:  del- 
pot  on  earth  :  he  has  not  a  drop  of  independejit 
blood  in  his  heart,  and  he  is  liie  mortal  enemy  of  all 
thofe  who  have. 

That  I'uch  a  man  as  this  fhould  be  the  Reprefcnt- 
ative  of  a  State  of  which  I  am  an  inhabitant,  is,  I 
rauft  confefs,  a  mortification  ;  as  to  reprcfenting  me, 
however,  he  never  did,  nor  Ihall  he  ever  do  it  : 
therefore,  as  a  fraction  of  the  fovereign  people,  I 
do  hereby,  once  for  all,  enter  my  protcft  againit 
.every  thing  that  he  may  do,  or  have  a  hand  in. — 
When  he  looks  round,  from  his  hobby-horfe,  on 
the  multitude  who  have  been  weak  enouii;h  to  com- 
mit  tht'ir  intercits  to  i)is  fapient  head  and  inflated 
heart,  let  him  remember,  that  there  is  one  who 
v/ould  noc  trull  him  with  the  ftumpof  an  old  worn- 
out  pen. 

When  I  fee  people,  who  havechofen  a  Rcprclent- 

.ntive   like  this,    brought    to    the  vtr^c  of  ruin  by 

liini  and  his  ailbcintes,  I   cannot   lay   J   pity  them. 

Many -of  the  merchants  and   traders  who   were  lb 

2  alarmed 


MAY,  1796,  387 

nlarmcd  the  other  day,  on  account  of  the  oppofi- 
tion  ta  tlic  treaty,  had  iifed  every  effort  in  their 
power  to  enfurc  this  man's  election.  What  mutt  be 
their  reflections,  when  they  law  him,  not  only 
votins:  for  the  dellrudion  of  their  property  and 
themfelvcs,  but  endeavouring  to  nullify  their  peti- 
tion by  another,  figned  by  foreigners,  blackguards, 
and  negroes  ?  Surely  this  ouglit  to  be  a  lelFon  to 
thole,  who  are  to  choofe  or  rcjecl  him  another  time. 
But,  indeed,  men  of  property,  men  who  ought  to 
be  of  weight,  are  in  this  country,  as  in  moft  others, 
indifferent  and  flothful  as  to  their  political  rights. 
Whatever  may  be  the  caute  of  this,  the  confe- 
quences  are  well  known,  they  are  already  felt,  and 
will  from  day  to  day,  and  from  year  to  year,  be  felt 
more  fcvcrely. 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  juftify  the  prefer- 
ence to  be  given  to  tliefe  three  heroes  of  the  /itinl- 
med  finncrs.  Citizen  Madifon  was  formerly  rec- 
koned as  a  fort  of  chief;  but  he  has  fo  funk  out  of 
fight  this  campaign,  that  we  can  look  upon  him,  at 
jeaft,  as  no  more  than  an  aid-dc-camp.  The  firm 
and  indrc'ifibJe  phalanx  of  Virginia  were  led  on  by  a 
younger,  more  bold,  and  more  artful  commander  j 
had  vicMory  decided  in  their  favour,  the  citizen 
would  have  put  in  his  claim  to  a  fhare  in  the  glory 
of  the  day  ;  but  the  timely  defcrtion  of  the  heavy 
horfe  of  Philadelpliia,  and  the  ditgraceful  defeat  that 
fuccccded,  have  left  him  without  even  the  hope  of  re- 
pairing his  reputation.  As  a  politician  he  is  no  more  ; 
he  is  abfokitcly  dcccafed,  cold,  liiff,  and  buried  in 
oblivion  tor  ever  and  ever. 

There  arc,  then,  but  three  of  thefe  gentlemf^n 
whom  I  loolf,  upon  as  entitled  to  the  cvlladc  frat-er- 
nelle  from  the  five  Pvings  ;  the  others  muft  put  up 
*A  ilh  a  fmack  from  the  elders  oryoimgers. 

There  i'^  one  ditiiculty  remaining,  which   it  will 
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not  be  very  eafy  to  get  over  ;  that  is,  the  parties? 
arc  at  fuch  a  diliance  from  cacli  other,  tliat  to  em- 
brace in  perfon  would  be  impofiible,  unlets  one  or 
the  other  would  be  content  to  make  a  voyage  j 
a  thing  which  we  cannot  expecH:  ;  for,  like  the  buz- 
7.ard,  neither  like  to  lofe  fight  of  their  prey.  'T  is 
true,  that  in  France  they  do  embrace  by  proxy  ; 
and  probably  this  may  be  now  reforted  to.  We 
can  very  well  fpare  a  deputation ;  snd  if  they 
fhould  never  return,  few,  1  beUeve,  would  mourn 
their  lofs. 

I  now  bid  the  oppofers  of  the  treaty  farewell :  they 
and  I  have  been  at  war  for  rather  better  than  a 
year  :  I  have  {cen  them  completely  beaten  ;  and 
though  I  pretend  to  no  other  merit  than  the  little 
that  is  due  to  a  diligenf  drummer  or  trumpeter,  F 
muft  be  permitted  to  rejoice  as  well  as  others.  Re- 
joice I  certainlv  do  at  their  downfal,  and  notwith- 
Itanding  I  think  it  unmanly  to  fet  my  foot  upon  the 
neck  of  a  proftrate  foe,  no  endeavours  of  mine  fliali 
be  wanting  to  prevent  them  from  rifing  again. 


Pa'iues  y^j^e  of  Reqfon. 
The  Chriitian  religion  teaches  men  to  forego 
their  private  interefls  for  the  lake  of  doing  good  ;  it 
is  not  therefore  lurprifing,  that  deills  and  atlieifts 
fhould  forego  their  private  interefls  for  the  fake  of 
doing  mifchief.  Things  oppofite  in  their  nature 
aiu"ft  be  cxpe6lcd  to  be  oppofite  in  their  eifeifis. 
•  The  Editor  of  the  Aurora  of  Philadelphia  (Mr. 
FranklinBache)has  advertized  for  fale  a  Second  Part 
of  Paine's  iVge  of  P^^eaibn,  at  a  low  price.  It  is  faid, 
he  has  received  ^fleen  thoufand  copies  of  this  from 
Paris,  and  it  is  very  certain  that  he  fells  them  at  a 
price  which  will  hardly  pay  firft  cofl  and  expenfes. 
When  I  went  to  fchool,  I  remember  we  had  for  a 
copy,  '*  Z^*7/in  a  good  canfe  dcfcrves  apphmfer     If 
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ibis  old  maxmi  be  a  true  one,  I  would  aik,  what 
%eal  in  a  had  caufe  defer ves  ? 

A  perfon  to  whom  the  parties  were  well  known, 
has  aifured  mc,  that  poor  Paine  imbibed  his  firii 
principles  of  deifm  from  Doflor  Franklin  ;  if  fo,  it  is 
pofiible  that  the  Editor  of  the  Aurora  may  look  upon 
the  diftribution  of  the  Age  of  Realbn  as  a  mean  of 
propagating  his  grandfather's  principles  ;  and  fo  far 
J'onie perfons  will  defend  it,  as  an  acl  of  filial  piety, 
or  rather  filial  gratitude  ;  for,  as  to  piety,  I  think-  we 
may  venture  to  leave  it  out  of  the  queition. 

This  grateful  young  man  fhould,  however,  recol- 
ledf,  that  a  vender  of  poilbn  will  not  be  excufed 
merely  becaufe  the  compound  was  kneaded  up,  or 
the  receipt  lor  it  given  by  his  anceftor.  Deifm  can- 
not be  well  faid  to  run  in  the  blood,  or  I  fhould 
really  be  afraid  that  the  defcendant  of  the  illuflrious 
olddeifi  was  contaminated.  Charity  bids  me  to  hope 
the  contrary,  and  to  afcribe  the  excels  of  his  zeal  to 
the  amiable  motive  above  mentioned. 

It  is  going  too  far,  perhaps,  to  fay,  that  any  lots 
on  tliefe  blafphemous  pamphlets  is  to  fall  on  Mr. 
Bache.  The  French  Republic  has  ever  fhown  a 
lincere  deiire  of  regenerating  us,  and  as  fhe  tinds 
us  obftinate  in  politics,  flie  may  be  willing  to  try 
her  hand  in  another  way.  The  papers  have  told 
us  lately,  that  Mad  Tom  takes  up  his  lodgings  at 
the  houieof  the  American  Ambaffador  ;  if  this  Second 
Part  of  the  Age  of  Reafon  fhould  have  come  to  us  un- 
der his  aulpices,  it  is  a  fadl:  of  a  curious  nature  indeed. 

As  to  the  work  itfelf,  it  cannot  be  better  defcribed 
than  by  faying  that  it  is  as  flupid  and  defpicable  as 
its  author.  The  wretch  has  all  his  life  been  employ- 
ed in  leading  fools  aflray  from  their  duty,  and,  as 
nothing  is  more  eafy,  he  has  often  fucceeded.  His 
religion  is  exa6tly  of  a  piece  with  his  politics  ;  one 
inculcates  the  rightof  revolting  againll:  Government, 
and  the  other  that  of  revolting  againft  God.  Hav- 
ing fucceeded  ag,ain(l  the  Lord's   anointed  (I  mean 
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his  and  our  ci-devant  friend,  the  Moil:  Chrifiian 
King)  he  turned  his  impious  arms  againft  the  Lord 
himlelf.  This  procefs  is  perfeftly  natural,  as  has 
been  exemplified  in  thecondutTl  of  others  as  well  as 
that  of  I'aine. 

How  Tom  came  to  think  of  excrcifinghis  clumfy 
battered  pen  upon  the  Chriftian  religion,  is  what 
has  excited  a  good  deal  of  curioiity,  without  ever 
being  well  accounted  tor  in  this  country  :  notwith- 
ftanding,  the  circumltances  under  which  a  man  writes 
ought  to  be  attended  to  in  forming  a  judgment  of 
his  opinions,  particularly  if  thofe  opinions  are  new 
and  extraordinary.  For  this  reafon  I  fhall  endea- 
vour to  trace  this  rajTsarauffin  deift  from  America  to 

err" 

his  Paris  dungeon,  and  to  account  for  his  having 
laid  down  tlie  dagger  of  infurre6iion  in  order  to  take 
up  the  chalice  of  irreligion. 

Thomas,  after  having  retailed  out  a  good  de^l  of 
very  common  ft'^'fe,  commonly  called  nonfenfey  found 
himfelf  rather  richer  than  when  he  began  *.  This 
gave  him  a  fmack  for  revolutions  ;  but  hndijng  him- 
lelf  finking  fall  into  his  native  mud,  and  pretty  uni- 
verfatly  defpiled  and  negle6ted  by  the  people  of  this 
country  ;  finding,  in  fhort,  that  the  Americans  were 
returning  to  order,  and  feeling  that  his  element  was 
confulion,  he  crolied  the  Atlantic  to  bafic  in  the 
rays  of  the  French  revolution. 

The  Propagande  at  Paris,  that  i?,  the  fociety  in* 
fiituted  for  the  propagation  of  the  vile  and  detefiable 
principles  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  as  laid  down  in  the 


*  In  his  Second  Part  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  he  fays  he  has  a 
place  in  the  State  of  Delaware.  Whether  this  be  a  lie  or  not,  I 
cannot  tellj  but  if  it  be  true,  it  was  certainly  the  produdl  of  the 
revolution  ;  for  every  one  knows  he  had  nothing  before.  This 
was  encouragement  for  him  fo  tiy  his  talent  in  other  countries.  A 
confifcated  caftle  in  France,  or  fome  abbey  where  he  might  joia 
facrilcge  to  robbery,  was  a  fufficient  temptation  to  lead  him  acrofs 


the  ocean. 


famous 


i 
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famous  French  Conllitution,  fixed  ihclr  Jacobinical 
eyes  on  Tom,  as  an  excellent  millionary  tor  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  Off  goes  Tom  with  his  Riglits 
of  Man,  which  he  had  the  abominable  impudence 
to  dedicate  to  Genercil  irajli'imrton  *.  The  Englifh 
Jacobins  ftarcd  at  him  at  firll :  lie  went  a  (Icp  further 
than  they  had  ever  dreamed  of:  liis  do^lrines,  how- 
ever, grew  familiar  to  their  ears  :  they  took  him  un- 
der their  win"-,  and  he  made  lure  of  anotlier  revolu- 
tion.  This  fecurity  was  his  misfortune,  and  had 
nearly  eoft  him  a  voyage  to  the  South  Sea. 

From  the  thief-catchers  in  Enghmd  Tom  fled, 
and  took  his  feat  among  the  thieves  of  Paris.  After 
having  dillinguillied  himfelf  in  execrating  the  Coji- 
Ititution  he  had  written  in  defence  of,  he  and  two  or 
three  others  fet  to  work  and  made  a  new  one,  quite 
brand  new,  without  a  fmgle  ounce  of  old  fluff. 
This  covered  Tom  with  glory  loon  after,  when  it 
was  unanimoufly  accepted  by  the  rich,  free,  generous 
and  humane  French  nation. 

This  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  happieft  part  of 
Tom's  life.  He  had  enjoyed  partial  revolts  before, 
had  feen  doors  and  windows  broken  in,  and  had  pro- 
bably partaken  of  the  pillage  of  Ibme  ariftocratic 
llores  and  dwelling-houfcs  ;  but  to  live  in  a  conti- 
nual ftate  of  infurrec^ion,  'Macrcd,  holy,  organized 
"  inUirredlion  ;"  to  fitfeven  days  in  the  week  illuing 
decrees  for  plunder,  prolcription,  and  maliacre,  was 
a  luxurious  life  indeed  !  It  was,  however,  a  Ihort 
life  and  a  merry  one  :  it  lalled  but  five  months.  The 
tender-hearted  philanthropic  murderer,  Brifibt,  and 
hisfadlion,  fell  from  the  pinnacle  of  their  glory: 
poor  Tom's  wares  got  out  of  vogue,  and  his  carcals 
got  into  a  dungeon. 


*  The  SfC(?«^/ Par/ was  dedicated  to  Lrf  Fayette,    to  which  no- 
body had  any  kind  of  objecti(jn. 

c  c4  This 
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This  was  a  dreadful  reverfe  for  old  Common 
Senfe.  To  be  hurled,  all  in  a  moment,  from  the 
tip  top  of  the  Mounlain  of  the  Grande  Convenlion 
Nafionale  down  to  the  very  bottom  ofaftinking  dun- 
geon, was  enough  to  give  a  thock  to  his  poor  unfteady 
brain.  But  this  was  not  all ;  he  well  knew  that  the 
national  razor  vyas  at  work,  and  had  every  reafon  to 
fuppofe  that  his  days  were  numbered.  He  lay  ex- 
tended on  the  dirt,  like  a  fheep  or  a  calf  in  a  flaugh- 
ter-houfe,  expe6ling  every  moment  that  the  butcher 
would  come  lor  him. 

How  Tliomas  came  to  efcape,  is  fomething  that 
will  probably  remain  a  myftery.'  It  was  faid  that 
JDanton  (the  new  chief  tyrant)  fpared  his  life  at  the 
requctl  of  certain  Americans  ;  but  this  is  improbable, 
not  tha,t  forae  Americans  might  be  found  filly  enough 
to  petition  for  it,  but  becaule,  when  his  enlargement 
was  afterwards  dem.andcd,  upon  the  fcore  of  his  be- 
ing an  American,  the  ruling  tyrants  anfwered,  that 
\\Q,\\?ii -Aj^ure  Angloh^  a  d — n'd  Engliflmian.  The 
i'dSi  is,  I  believe,  Danton  and  his  party  detpifed  Tom 
too  much  to  run  any  rilk  of  difobliging  their  friends 
in  Great  Britain  and  America,  by  taking  away  his 
worthlefa  life.  Be  the  motive  what  it  might,  he  was 
kept  in  liis  cage,  and  there  he  wrote  the  Firil  Part  of 
his  Age  of  Reafon. 

Now  to  the  motive  that  led  him  to  the  compofi- 
tion  of  this  blafphemous  work,  which  was  no  other 
than  that  of  laving  his  ugly  uncombed  head  from  the 
guillotine. 

The  reader  will  rccolle6l  that  it  was  under  the 
reign  of  Danton  that  the  Chriftian  religion  was  abo- 
lilhed  by  a  decree.  A  few  days  before  Tom's  im- 
prilbnmcnt  the  famous  feliival  of  Realbn  was  held. 
A  common  llrumpet  was  drelied  up  as  the  Goddefs 
Reafon^,  Icated  on  a  throne  of  turf,   and,  while  in- 

*  She  was  guillotined  foon  after. 
I  cerife 
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cenfe  was  burnt  before  her  altar  at  fomc  little  diftance, 
the  idolatrous  populace,  with  the  Convention  at 
their  head,  proll rated  themfelves  before  her.  Not 
many  days  before  this,  the  conjiilufional  Bithop  of 
Paris  *,  with  his  Vicars  and  three  Rectors,  carae  to 
the  Convention  and  abdicated  tiicir  re1i.o-ion,  declar- 
ing  themfelves  to  have  been  cheats,  and  that  in  future 
they  would  profefs  no  other  worfliip  than  that  of 
Reafon.  In  fhort,  Danton  and  Robejpierre  (then  fe- 
cond  in  command)  vi'ere  incelTantly  occiipied  in  ex- 
tirpating the  fmall  remains  of  Chriftianity  from  the 
minds  of  the  poor  brutified  and  enflaved  French. 
It  was  a  neceflary  preparation  to  the  bloody  work 
they  intended  they  lliould  execute. 

Citizen  Common  Senfe  knew  this,  and  therefore 
it  was  not  wonderful  that  he  fhould  attempt  to  foflen 
his  lot,  and  prolong,  perhaps,  his  miterable  days  by 
fomething  from  his  pen,  calculated  at  once  to  flatter 
their  vanity  and  further  their  execrable  views.  Tho- 
mas had  long  railed  againfl  thebafenefs  of  courtiers; 
but  when  the  moment  of  trial  came,  he  was  found 
as  bafe  as  the  bafefl:.  The  high-minded  republican 
Paine,  who  had  let  Lords  and  Kings  at  defiance, 
was  glad  to  bend  the  knee  before  a  vile,  low-bred, 
French  pettifogger.  He  defcended  to  make  ufe  of 
the  very  phrafes  that  the  new  tyrants  had  introduced. 
The  Goddets  was  called  Reafon,  the  church  which 
was  profaned  by  her  worfhip  was  called  the  Temple 
of  Reafon,  and  the  infeription  on  the  banners  carried 
at  the  fedival  was  "  The  Age  of  Reafon''  (Le  Siecle 
de  la  Railbn),  the  very  title  of  Tom's  book.  Bale 
adulation  !  adulation  not  to  be  excufed  even  by  the 
lituation  in  which  he  was.  The  old  French  clergy, 
w  ith  the  daggers  at  their  breall,  fcorned  to  purchafe 
life  at  luch  a  price. 


*  The  conjlitutional  clergy  means  the  ne-vi  clergy,  the  clergy  of 
the  rcvolutior.^  the  apnjlalcs, 

I  would 
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T  would  by    no   means   be  nndcrftood    as   be- 
lieving  that   Paine's   l)ook   was  a   delertion    of  his 
principles ;     for,  as  before   oblerved,    he  had   been 
corrupted  years  before.     It  is  the  difgraceful  motive 
lor  publilbing  his  creed  that  I  am  expoling.     That  it 
was  done  to  make  his  court  to  the  tyrants  of  the  day, 
cannot  be  doubted ;  for  in  all  his  former  works,  if 
lie  has  occafion  to  fpeak  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  he 
does  it  in  decent,  if  not  refpecflful  language.    In  his 
Rights  of  Man,  for  inftance,  he  extols  toleration, 
and  obferves,  that  all  reUg'iotis  are  good -^  but  as  foon 
as  he  had  got  into  his  new-fafhioned  Itudy,  a  dun- 
geon, he  difcovered  that  they  were  all  had,  or  at  leaft 
the  Chriflian  religion,  and  it  was  of  the  divers  de- 
nominations of  that  religion  that  he  before  pretended 
to  fpeak.  When  he  faid  that  all  religions  were  good, 
he  was  an  abominable  hypocrite,  or  he  is  one  now, 
when  he  tells  us  that  the  Chriftian  religion  is  a  very- 
bad  one.     Either  he  difguifed  his  fentiments  to  de- 
ceive the  Englifh,  or  he  has  fince  donefo  to  deceive 
Dantoii  and  liohe/pierre.     Tom  knows  the  value  of  a 
charader  for  conliftency  too  well  to  run  the  rilk  of 
loting  it,  unlefs  upon  a  preliing  emergency  5  but  the 
guillotine  was  yet  red  with  the  blood  of  his  comrades, 
and  he  well  knew  that  there  was  but  this  one  way  of 
keeping  his  own  corrupted  fireams  within  his  veins. 

It  will  be  faid  by  Tom's  deifiical  friends,  that  the 
Second  Part  of  the  Age  of  Reafon  was  written  after 
his  releafement,  and  at  a  time  when  he  was  in  no 
danger.  Very  true ;  but  the  die  was  caft ;  the  Firji 
Part  was  out,  and  there  was  no  recalling  it.  He 
had  openly  attacked  both  I  leaven  and  earth;  he  could 
do  no  more.  One  eflay  at  blafphemy  was  as  good  as 
a  thoufand  for  eftablilTiing  his  new  pretentions  to 
infamy  ;  but  Thomas  had  now  Ibmething  elfi  to  at- 
tend to  betides  his  reputation  ;  I  mean  liis  belly. — 
The  ulual  means  of  lubfrftence  had  failed  :  he  was  no 
longer  a  great  Reprelentative   of  a  great  and  free 

people. 
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people.  The  handful  of  alHgnats  he  received  daily 
were  gone  to  ibme  more  {launch  patriot,  and  the  old 
Jlijiiits  of  Man  was  left  to  dine  where  he  could.  As 
to  political  drugs,  Thomas's  were  grown  out  of 
vogue  HI  France,  as  much  as  they  now  are  in  this 
country  ;  his  Conftitution  was  declared  to  be  the 
nioft  ilupid  performance  that  ever  iliucd  from  a  lick: 
brain,  and  its  author  fell  into  difcredit  as  rapidly  as 
he  had  rilen  to  fame  *.  Among  thoufands  of  others, 
he  experienced  the  ludden  change  in  the  opinions  of 
the  volatile  Parilians :  from  being  a  fort  of  demi- 
god, he  was  become  the  moll  degraded  thing  in  na- 
ture, a  poor,  half-flarved,  defpifed  pretender  to  re- 
nown. Bclides,  the  Conftitution  that  was  now  com- 
ing into  play,  with  a  Council  of  Youngfiers,  and  a 
Council  of  Elders,  and  five  Kings,  elected  by  people 
offome  property,  or,  at  leall.  fome  qualifi cation,  was 
what  Tom  never  could  defend  with  his  right  of  uni- 
verfal  fufFrage  and  continual  infurre(ftion  ;  and,  for 
once,  he  had  the  prudence  to  hold  liis  tongue, 

Tom's  tatein  France  was  nearly  wliat  it  had  been 
in  America  ;  when  it  was  no  longer  neceflary  to  em- 
ploy him,  he  funk,  into  neglect.  Happy  if  he  could 
have  ceafed  eating  when  his  infurre6lion  talents  be- 
came ufclefs  ;  but  as  he  could  not,  he  mufl  continue 
to  write  :  and  as  he  was  in  a  country  where  he  was 
permitted  to  revile  none  but  the  Almighty,  the  Al- 
mighty he  reviled.  The  prefcnt  of  poifon  he  has 
fent  to  his  ■'  fellow-citizens"  of  America,  is  not 
therefore  fo  much  the  work,  of  choice  as  of  neceffity. 
The  Second  Part  of  the  Age  of  Reafon  he  wrote  for 
a  living,  and  the  Firft  Part  he  vv-rote  for  his  life. 


*  In/urreHton,  revolution^  confiltution,  a  knowledge  in  all  thefe 
/eems  to  be  a  neceflaiy  qualification  in  a  profeflorof  the  Rights  of 
Man.  Tom  Paine  undcrftood  the  firft  perfectly  well ;  he  had  a 
fmattering  of  the  fecond;  but  as  to  the  third,  he  was,  and  if  alive 
jsj  totally  ignorant, 

Thofe 
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Thofc  who  prefer  a  few  years  of  life  to  every  thing 
elfe,  rnay  find  an  excufe  for  this  degraded  man  :  it 
is  impoihble  for  any  of  us  to  fay  how  we  fliould  a6l 
at  the  foot  of  the  guillotine.  But  what  fhall  be  faid 
to  thofe,  who,  preffed  by  neither  danger  nor  want, 
make  uncommon  exertions  to  Ipread  his  infamous 
performance  among  the  ignorant  part  of  their  coun- 
trymen, and  tiiereby  fow  in  their  minds  the  feeds  of 
vice,  inquietude,  and  defpair  ?  Again  ;  deifis  may 
find  fome  apology  fordoing  this;  but  who  will  dare 
to  become  the  apologift  of  thofc  bookfellers,  who, 
profefTors  of  the  Chriftian  faith,  throw  out  this  bait 
of  blafphcmy  to  catch  unwary  comers,  and,  Iniiling 
at  their  fimplicity,  pocket  the  dirty  pence  ?  Such 
men  (and  they  are  but  too  numerous)  are  like  the 
Hollander  on  the  coaft  of  Japan,  who,  to  outflrip 
others  in  trade  with  the  natives,  tramples  on,  the 
crofs  of  his  Saviour  *, 


Epitaph  on  Tom  'Paine'\. 

When  the  wight  who  here  lies  beneath  the  cold  earth, 
Firfl  quitted  the  land  that  had  given  hirn  binli, 
He  ^ommenc'd  the  apoftle  of  bloodihed  and  ftrife, 
And  praiftis'd  the  trade  to  the  end  of  his  life. 
Sedition  and  nonfenfe  and  lies  to  difpenfe, 
He  took  np  the  title  of  "  Old,  Conunon  Scnfe  ;" 
Taught  poor  honeft  n.en  how  rich  rogues  to  keep  under, 
Excited  to  pillage,  and  fliai'd  in  the  plunder; 
But  when  there  no  longer  was  plunder  to  fliare, 
His  "  common  fenfe"  led  him  to  feek  it  elfewhere. 
To  his  countrymen  now  he  return'd  back  again, 
The  wronger  of  rights  and  the  righter  of  jncn  ; 


*  I  know  a  printer  and  bookfeller  who  has  taken  for  his  lign 
the  pifture  of  tbs  blafphemer  Paine.  This  undoubtedly  is  to  in- 
form the  amateurs  of  infiirretStion  and  infidelity  that  they  may  be 
fupplied  within.  It  is  no  more  than  fiir  to  impute  this  intention 
to  him  w  ho  hangs  out  fnch  a  fign.  When  Kattcrfclto  placed  the 
pifture  of  the  Devil  over  his  door,  it  was  to  inform  people  that 
hell  was  to  be  feen  in  his  houfe. 

-{•  At  the  time  this  was  written  it  was  generally  believed  that 
Paine  was  dead. 

He 
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He  told  them  they  RHl  were  a  nation  of  flave?, 
That  their  king  was  a  fool,  and  his  niinifters  knaves  ; 
And  the  only  lure  way  for  the  people  to  thrive 
Wa-s  to  leave  neither  one  nor  the  other  alive. 
But  Thomas,  who  never  knew  when  he  fliould  flop. 
Went  a  little  too  far,  and  was  catch'd  on  the  hop. 
In  fliort,  't  was  determin'd  that  poor  Tom  fliould  lofe 
His  tars  at  a  poft,  or  his  life  in  a  noofe. 
*'  Old  Common  Senfe"  boggles,  then  (kulks  out  of  fight, 
Then  packs  up  his  rags  and  decamps  in  the  night. 
His  arrival  at  I'aris  occalions  a  fete. 
And  he  finds  in  the  den  of  afikirnis  a  feat. 
Here  he  murders,  and  thieves,  and  makes  laws  for  a  feafon ; 
Is  cramm'd  in  a  dungeon,  and  preaches  up — "  Tlcafon^'' 
Blafphemes  the  Almighty,  lives  in  filth  like  a  hog. 
Is  abandon'd  in  death,  and  Interr'd  like  a  dog. 
Tom  Paine  for  the  Devil  is  furely  a  match : 
In  hanging  Old  England  he  cheated  Jack-Catch  ; 
In  France  (the  firfl:  time  fuch  a  thing  had  been  feen) 
He  cheated  the  watchful  and  fliarp  Guillotine  ; 
And  at  laft,  to  the  forrow  of  all  the  beholders. 
He  niarch'd  out  of  life  with  his  head  on  his  flioulders. 


French  Generofify, 

On  the  27th  of  April  lafl,  there  appeared,  in  the 
Philadelphia  Gazette,  an  order,  laid  to  be  iliued  by 
the  French  Convention  (I  lump  the  five  Kings  and 
Council  of  old  ones  and  Council  of  young  ones  all 
together),  to  the  commanders  of  their  privateers,  con- 
cerning the  papers  of  Mr.  Spillard,  the  famous  tra- 
veller. The  perfon  who  fends  this  article  to  Mr. 
Brown,  requelis  him  to  publifh  it,  as  "  it  v/ill  be 
"  acceptable  to  every  friend  of  the  French  nation,  and 
"  of  nfeful  difcoveriesr 

Before  we  fay  any  thing  about  the  order  itfelf,  \vc 
ought  to  obferve,  that  it  is  publilhed  to  give  plea- 
lure  to  the  friends  of  the  French,  by  extolling 
French  gemrofily.  The  friends  of  iifeful  d'lfcoveries 
too  are  to  be  obliged  ;  and  the  paragraphift  feems  to 
hint,  that  thofe  who  are  friends  of  the  latter  mult  be 
of  the  former.     I  murt  allow  that  the  French  have 

made 
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made  fevcral  rrerv' difcovcrles,  as,  for  infiance,  forced 
loans,  affignats,  the  maximum,  rcquilitions,  revolu- 
tionary Iribunnis,  feftivals  to  Reafon,  drowning- 
hoats,  fhooting  en  vuiJJ'e,  and  the  renowned  guillo- 
tine. Wliile  Spilhvd  has  been  employed  in  exjjloring 
the  baak  parts  of  America,  the  French  have  heen 
employed  in  exploring  both  back  and  belly  parts  of 
the  human  body  :  they  have  been  cutting  off  the 
brealts  of  women  and  fccrets  of  men;  they  have 
been  tearing  ont  the  heart  from  the  breafl,  and  the 
embryo  from  the  womb.  Thefe  are  ceftainly  difco- 
veries ;  but,  I  imagine,  the  "  friends  of  France'' 
alone  will  think  them  "  ufefur  ones. 

Now  to  \\\^  generous  order.  After  having  run  on 
a  Ions:  while,  in  the  ulual  bombafiical  cant  of  the 
Convention  (but  with  hfs  vaunting  than  formerly), 
the  order  lays : 

*'  As  a  philolbphiral  traveller,  he  knew  the 
"  -chances  of  war  :  he  knew  \\ovf  foT7nidahle  the  cou- 
"  rage  of  the  F'rench  zvas.  Bv  venturing  on  lea  to 
reach  his  country,  he  undoubtedly  puts  his  con- 
fidence in  ihc  generofity  of  z  great  republic,  tound- 
ed  upt)n  the  love  of  virtue^  ihe/ciences,  and  art\. 
"  No,  SpiUard's  hope  Ihall  not  be  in  vain  ;  and 
to  have  recapitulated  here  his  interefting  labours, 
is  luificient  to  be  convinced  of  the  readinefs  of  his 
captors  to  al^ilt  the  views  of  the  Governmeiit.  Tlmt 
•'  is  a  debt  which  they  will  acquit  in  the  name  of 
"  the  Republic,  ?Lgreat  Itjfon  which  they  will  give  to 
"  02ir  encnues.  and  a  creat  claim  to  the  «iorv  which 
*'  they  will  acquire;  for  a  good  adton  delerves  as 
"  much  as  a  great  vi^lory." 

The  Convention  could  not,  all  at  once,  leave  off 
their  old  Itvlc.  We  muft  vet  be  dunned  with  the 
formidahlenefs  of  French  courage  ;  and  poor  Spdlard 
mull  be  called  a  phihfophcr^  a  name  now  lynony- 
mous  with  cut-throat.  They  mult  yet  keep  up  their 
cant  about  a  great  repvhlic^  and  their  love  of  virtue 
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and  of  the  arts  and  fciences.  We  have  indeed  i'ccw 
Ibme  few  inltanccs  of  the  foree  of  their  genius,  and 
of  tlieir  application,  in  the  difcovenes  above  enume- 
rated ;  but  how  long  is  it,  I  would  be  glad  to  know, 
fince  they  have  beeonae  the  patrons  and  proteelors 
of  the  arts  and  fciefices  P 

I  have  a  book  lying  before  me  from  which  I  fhall 
here  borrow  a  fa6t  or  two.  The  library  at  Anev  was 
crammed  into  hogfliends  ;  at  Narbonne  tiic  hooks 
were  fent  to  the  artcnal  ;  at  Fontaine  le  Dijon  the 
library  of  the  Feuillants  was  tlirown  afide  as  watte 
paper.  Many  of  the  libraries  of  monks  contained 
editions  printed  in  the  firft  days  of  the  art  of  prim- 
ing ;  books,  told  in  France  tor  a  few  crowns,  were 
fold  in  London  for  125  guineas.  A  clock  en  vuiLi-' 
ch'ite  was  fold  for  a  trifle,  though  the  only  one  ex- 
ilting.  They  mutilated  or  deflroyed  all  the  famous 
ftatnes,  one  in  particular  that  coil  2CO,ooo  livres. 
At  Pont  Moulfon,  a  large  picture,  which  connoif- 
feurs  oiFered  to  cover  with  guineas  as  its  price,  was 
fold  for  lefs  than  two.  At  Naecy,  in  the  fpace  of  a 
few  hours,  they  broke  and  burned  to  the  value  of 
100,000  crowns  in  books  and  pictures.  At  Lyons 
8co  antique  medals  of  gold  were  thrown  mto  the 
crucible.  Ti\e  antiquities  of  Aries  were  deftroyed 
to  come  at  faltpetre. 

One  member  of  this  Vandal  Convention  propofed 
to  deftroy  the  portal  of  St.  Denis  ;  another  wanted 
to  kill  all  the  rare  animals  in  theMufeum  of  Natu- 
ral Hiftory  ;  a  third  taid  he  did  not  like  learned  men, 
and  that  the  term  was  fynonymous  with  ariftocrat ; 
a  fourth  propofed,  that  foldiers  might  be  promoted 
to  generals,  without  being  able  to  write  :  to  con- 
clude, one  of  thefe  monfters  laid,  that  all  mm  of 
genius  Jhould  he  guillotined, 

Thefe  are  lovers  of  the  arts  and  fciences  !    Thefe 
are  the   Reprefentatives  of   that  great  republic  to 

whofe 
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whofe  generous  forbearance  Sp'illard  is  to  owe  the 
recovery  of  his  pnpers.  Amazing  change  !  Thefe 
people,  wlio  burnt  Horace  and  Plrgil  b^caufe  they 
had  been  encouraged  by  kings,  and  who  deflroyed 
the  royal  Hbrary,  merely  becaufc  it  was  royal,  are 
now  ufing  their  ntmoft  endeavours  to  prcferve  the 
papers  of  Sp'illard  for  the  iifc  of  a  k'lng^  and,  oh 
ye  gods  !  for  a  King  of  England  too  ! — a  "  defpot," 
with  whom  they  were  "  never  to  make  peace,  till 
"  he  begged  it  on  his  knees,  with  a  halter  about  his 
"  neck  !" 

Kind,  forgiving,  gcnerov.s  fellows  !  How  are  they 
reformed  !  They  who,  in  the  besinnins  of  the  war, 
feized  on  the  property,  even  to  the  very  clothes,  of 
all  the  Britilli  lubjecrls  who  happened  to  be  in 
France,  and  threw  their  perlbns  into  loathfome  pri- 
fons,  where  hundreds  of  them  perifhed  ;  they  who, 
in  the  days  of  ihe'ir  fiicccfs,  iffued  a  decree  for  mur- 
dering every  Briton  taken  in  the  field  of  a6lion  ; 
they,  whole  cannibal  agents  dug  the  half-rotten 
body  of  the  brave  General  Dundas  from  the  grave, 
and  hung  it  on  a  gibbet — yes,  thefc  very  people  are 
now  uncommonly  folicitous  to  fave,  for  an  Englifh 
gentleman,  the  little  memorandums  he  "may  have 
made  in  his  travels  ! 

How  fhall  we  poliibly  account  for  all  this  ?  Let 
us  fee  if  the  doling  lentcnce  of  the  cxtradt  I  have 
given  from  their  order,  will  not  throw  fome  light 
on  the  matter.  "  Tliis  will,"  fay  the)-,  "  give  a 
"  great  lejjon  to  our  enemies  ;  for  a  good  adlon  deferves 
"  as  much  as  2i great  viBoryT  So,  fo  ;  daddy  Mer- 
lin is  coming  round,  is  he  ?  A  great  leflbn  of  gene- 
rofily  is  to  be  given  to  their  enemies,  and  this  good 
adion  is  to  yield  them  as  much  as  a  great  victory? 
This  is  what  you  may  call  coaxing.  No,  no  ;  none 
of  your  good  actions :  keep  them  for  your  friends, 
and  ypur  great  victories  for  vour  enemies. 

And 
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And  do  T  live  to  fee  the  Grande  Convenfioji  Fran- 
^o'lfe  wheedling  "  the  nallon  of  JJwpkeepers ^'^ — the 
people  of  that  devoted  Carthage,  which  they  pro- 
miled  us  they  would  dellroy  !  They  may  wheedle 
long  enough  :  Pitt  has  not  forgotten  that  his  head 
was  to  be  brought  before  them,  as  a  preliminary  to 
any  peace  they  might  grant  to  the  "  fhopkceping 
*'  nation  :"  he  has  not  forgotten  that  they  guillotined 
him  in  effigy  along  with  his  Royal  Matter. 

When  the  reader  compares  tlieir  patronage  of  the 
arts  and  fciences,  in  their  own  country,  and  their 
gencrofity  fhown  tovv^ards  the  Englifh,  in  their  pro- 
Iperous  days,  with  ihc'w  pretended  motives  {ei  forth  in 
this  generous  order,  I  araperfuaded  he  will  attribute 
their  change  of  conducft  to  the  proper  caufe. 

Pray,  then,  Mr.  Brown,  the  Gazette- man,  let  us 
hear  no  more  of  your  French  generolity.  For  Iharae, 
Sir  !  how  can  you  lufFer  your  fine  largo  Gazette  to 
talk  about  French  virtue  ?  Tell  your  correfpondent, 
if  he  fhould  pefter  you  with  fuch  another  paragraph, 
that  the  bore  is  difcovered  ;  tell  him  that  the  "  friends 
*'  of  France"  are  very  much  reduced  in  numbers, 
and  are  daily  and  hourly  decreafing.  Tell  him,  above 
all,  that  nothing  can  keep  the  fans-culotte  caufe 
alive  but  an  immediate  fupply  of  the  ready ;  that 
the  "  friends  of  France"  are  not  to  be  fatisficd 
with  mere  founds  of  generojity ;  that  fraternity 
and  tiattery  go  but  little  way  at  the  Ihambh  s  or 
the  grog-fhop  ;  and  that,  in  fliort,  flour-merchants 
or  not  flour-merchants,  they  all  prefer  *'  folid  pud- 
"  ding  to  empty  praife." 


Remarks  on  the  poetical  Works  of  John  S^vanwick  of 

Philadelphia. 

In  the  laft  Cenfor  I  made  my  readers  a  fort  of 
half  promife  to  give  them  fome  account  of  thepoeti- 
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cal  works  of  Mr.  Swanwick  ;  and  I  am  now  prepar- 
ing to  fulfil  it. 

Thefc  works  are  as  yet  confined  to  a  poem,  which 
is  to  be   found  in  the   Gentleman's   Magazine  for 
June,    1795,  publiflied  by  Sylvamis    JJrhan^  of  the 
city  of  London.   The  reader  will  be  furprifed  that  a 
poem,  written  in  Philadelphia,  fhould  be  exported 
to  England  for  publication  :    I  was  and  am  yet  fur- 
piifed  at  thif- ;  and  fiill  more,  that  Citizen  Swan- 
wick fliould  fend  his  works  to  the  editor  of  a  Gen- 
tleman^ Magazine.     He  had  heard,  I  prefume,  that 
this  is  the  repoiitory  of  mofl  of  the   little   fugitive 
pieces  written  by  men  of  learning  and  genius,  and 
fo  he  condefcended  to  enrich  it  with  a  piece  of  his 
own.     This  was  certainly  generous  in  him,  if  we 
recolle6t  what  a  hatred  he  has  for  all  that  is  gentle- 
vianl'ike. 

The  poem  is  entitled,  ''  The  Profpe6l  of  feeing 
"  ths  Fine  Arts  flourifh  in  America."  After  hav- 
ing fpoken  of  the  epoch  when  the  art  ills  of  Ame- 
rica fhall  Itay  at  home  "  to  finifh  the  glories  of  the 
"  rifen  day  of  Columbia,"  our  author,  by  a  happy 
tranfition,  turns  our  eyes  to  what  we  already  pof- 
fefs  : 


1 


'  But  fee  what.,'?ow>vixwe  already  claim, 
What  lovely  harhlngcrs  of  future  fame! 
**  Behold /i/6/Ayi»/>^;''s  bright  temple  rife, 
*'  And  fanes  to  learning  every  where  furprife ;. 
*'  What  fchctnes  of  charity  the  foul  excite 
*'  To  a«fts  of  bounty  and  unmix'd  delight  I 
*'  Some  to  the  jail  ivith  pitying  Jieps  repair^ 
"  To  minifter  to  ivoes  that  Languijh  there ; 
"  Others  the  bed  of  raging  illnefsfmoothy 
*'  And  the  worft  pangs  of  \vjiva2in  for ro--vj  f 00th. ^'' 

Thus,  W\QXi,fch ernes  of  charity^  lufiilng  the  jaiJ^  and 
vimijiering  to  the fick,  are,  by  Mr.  Swanwick,   called 

fiowrets,  the  lovely  harbingers  of  fame  ;'*  and 
hence  are  to  fpring  the  fine  arts.  Never  did  I  be- 
fore 
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fore  hear  that  poor-hoiifes,  jails,  ?iU{[fick-heds  were 
places  for  cultivating  or  encouraging  the  frie  arts. 
Mr.  Swanwick  may  there  pradife  fine  arts,  perhaps 
fuch  as  are  neccflary  to  gain  hira  votes  at  an  eledlion  ; 
thefe  are  very  fine  arts  indeed.  But  flop  ;  there  are 
more  of  thefe  arts  to  come  yet : 

*'  Some  to  fair  Freedom  li'ving  altars  ralfe^  * 

*'  And  bid  the  7iegro  celebrate  lier  praiie  ; 

**  Others  \.\\e  farmer  with  their  cares  embrace, 

**  And  pay  due  homage  to  his  ufefnl  race ; 

"  Some  manufaSlurers  and  their  arts  proteft, 

**  Others  humane  eftablifliments  ered. 

"  But  ceale  the  Mufe  ! " 

Our  poet  alludes  \oih.c Negro  Society,  or  Abolition 
Society,  as  it  is  called  ;  and  J  am  ready  to  allow  it  a 
place  among  the  harbingers  of  the  fine  arts.  This 
fociety  is,  indeed,  a  nurfery  for  fomc  of  the  finell 
arts  ever  pradllfed  either  in  Europe  or  America.  But 
how  comes  our  author  to  n amber  j^z;v;/i/;^  and  manu- 
faSluring  amone;  his  line  arts  ?  Ploughing  and  grub- 
bing, and  making  anchors  and  cables,  or  grinding 
liiufT,  or  boiling  up  fugar  ;  thefe  do  not  feem  to  me 
to  hQJine  arts.  After  thefe  come  "  humane  ejlahlijh- 
*'  merits  \^  and,  though  thefe  had  been  before  enu- 
merated, Mr.  Swanwick  muft  thus  llim  them  up  to- 
gether, andexprcfs  them  over  again,  for  fear  we 
lliould  imagine  that  he  did  not  look  on  them  as 
mere  tricks  of  art.  Mercy  on  us  !  Who  ever  heard 
before,  that  humayie  efiablifhments  were  among  the 
hot-beds  of  the  fine  arts  ? 

So  much  for  the  vein  of  abfurdity  running  through 
this  metre — now  to  the  nonfenfe. 

Minijiering  to  woes  may  be  a  fine  art ;  but  when 
we  are  told  that  thefe  woes  hmguijh^  what  are  we 
to  think  of  the  £ne  artift  ?  To  languijli  is  to  pint 
aivay,  to  droop,  \o  Jink  under  affliBion.  Now,  can  it 
be  faid  that  a  woe  pnes  and  droops?    Let  us  cliange 
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the  principal  words  in  this  line  for  fuch  as  are  fyno- 
nymons  with  them,  but  rather  more  familiar,  and 
we  Ihall  be  ftruck,  nay,  knocked  down  with  the 
nonlenfe — 

"  To  fuccour  pains  that  pine  in  the  jaiL" 

I  could  fay  fomething  about  the  raging  illnets  of 
forroiv^  and  forrow  Jirefched  upon  a  hed  too ;  but  I 
ha  (ten  on  to  the  living  altars  of  Freedom.  The  poet 
tells  us,  that  the  Slave  Society  raife  living  altars  to 
Freedom,  and  then  bid  the  negroes  celebrate  her 
praifc.  Now,  what  are  thefe /rj/V/^-  altars?  Why, 
the  perfons  freed,  the  negroes  themjelves  ;  and  fo, 
thefe  kind  gentlemen  bid  the  altars  pra'ife  the  god- 
dejs  I  They  will  ftand  in  no  need  of  priells,  at'  any 
rate. 

With  rcfpecl  to  'Ca^  farmer^  I  will  leave  it  to  the 
experience  and  good  fenfe  of  ^he  reader  to  deter- 
rnine,  whether  it  be  either  ufual  or  fitting  \o  fay  ho- 
mage to  the  race  of  him  vchom  we  have  taken  under 
our  care  and  patronage.  Our  poet  often  makes  ule  of 
figures  of  rhetoric,  but  that  of  the  galhmat'ia  is  the 
only  one  he  has  perfectly  at  command.  It  requires  i 
neither  learning  nor  taile  to  difcover  that  he  has  a 
plentiful  lack  of  both. 

Butler,  in  remarking  on  the  verfes  of  the  would- 
be  poets  of  his  time,  fays  they  made  one  line  for 
ferje  aid  one  for  rliyme.  It  is  certain  that  this  is 
a  moil  fure  mark  of  fterility  •  but  our  little  man 
goes  a  ftep  fuither,  or  rather  falls  a  flep  fliort,  of 
this:  he  has  one  line  {qx  ihjme,  and  the  other  for 
nont'enfe. 

TlVis  piece  of  rhyming  profe  I  do  not  fcruple  to 
pronounce  the  moil  milerable  attempt  at  verfifica- 
tion  that  ever  appeared  in  the  Gentleman's  Ma- 
rraziue  ;  nor  can  I  perfuade  myfelf  that  the  editor 
would  ever  hare  admitted  it  without  a  douceur.     It 

appeared,. 
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appeared,  indeed,  to  have  experienced  fome  conli- 
derable  delay;  for  it  is  date  J  in  1788.  Certain  I 
am,  thatif  old  Sylvaniis  Uiban  had  been  acquainted 
with  our  little  author's  principles  in  politics,  he  ne- 
ver would  have  fuffered  his  chiming  to  enter  his  re- 
politory. 

Had  this  piece  been  fcratched  out  In  a  hurry,  and 
fent  away  to  the  newfpaper,  one  might  have  winked 
at  its  faults,  one  might  have  yawned  over  its  inhpi- 
dity,  and  thrown  it  afide  ;  but  here  is  a  iludied  trap 
ibr  fame ;  this  poor  dull  morfel  had  been  copied 
over  a  hundred  times,  perhaps,  before  it  was  fent  all 
the  way  to  Old  England.  I  think  I  fee  the  little 
poet  now,  fcratching  his  head  and  gnawing  his 
pen,  telling  his  fingers  and  Icarching  his  rhyme-. 
book.  Alas  I  Mr.  Swanwiek,  people  do  not  make 
poetry  this  way.  They  may  hammer  out  lines  till 
they  clink;  but  as  to  poetry,  it  never  was  hammered 
out  of  a  dull  brain. 

What  is  moft  laughable,  is,  to  hear  the  little  man 
calling  out  upon  the  Miife — "  But  ceafe  the  Mufe  /" 
As  much  as  to  fay  that  the  Mufc  had  infpired  the 
fmall-beer  verfes  we  have  above  extracted  !  It  is 
with  rapture  I  hear  Milton  invoke  the  heavenly 
Mufe,  or  Shakefpeare  wifhing  for  a  Mufe  of  fire  ; 
but  when,  at  the  end  of  fifty  lines  of  vapid  metre, 
I  hear  the  little  whiffling  poetafler  calling  on  his 
Mufe  to  ceafe  her  courfe,  a  fneer  contradls  the  muf- 
cles  of  my  nofe,  in  fpite  of  all  my  complaifance  and 
compaffion. 

If  Mr.  Swanwiek  reckons  the  noble  art,  taught 
by  the  famous  Martimis  ScribleruSy  I  mean  the  art 
of  fmk'mg  in  poetry  ;  if  he  reckons  this  among  the 
fine  arts,  I  congratulate  him  on  having  brought  it  to 
perfection,  for  he  has  certainly  rolled  from  the  very 
bottommotl  ftep  of  the  Bathos. 

Thus  it  is  to  be  a  pretender  to  univerfal  genius, 
without  having  any  genius  at  all.     Inftead  of  get- 
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ting  renown,  a  man  pets  hin[ifelf  launched  at.  It  is 
a  real  misfortune.  Mr.  Swanwick  might  have  been 
happy  all  his  days  as  a  lidt-'waiter  \  but,  from  his 
dabbling  in  a  variety  of  arts  for  which  he  is  not  cal- 
culated, he  will  mofl  probably  prelerve  through 
life  that  character  fo  defpicable  among  partifans — 
"  a  'Jack  of  all  trades,  and  majier  of  none." 


French  Fraternity. 

Since  the  autumn  of  1793,  we  have  heard  talk 
about  little  elfe  than  Britilh  depredations  on  the 
American  commerce.  Mofl  of  the  newfpapers  have 
been  crammed  with  philippics  againft  the  Britifh 
Government  on  this  account ;  the  nation  have  been 
called  thieves,  and  their  King  the  great  lea-robber. 
This  was  not  very  decent  language  ;  but  even  this 
'tvas  furpaficd  by  certain  members  of  Congrefs,  who 
feemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  the  ufe  of  that  fort 
of  rhetoric  ufually  called  Blllingfgate.  I  have  their 
fpcechcs  now  before  me,  but  the  extradls  I  would 
wifh  to  give  from  them  are  too  lengthy,  and  I 
fhould  be  forry  to  mutilate  fuch  elegant  com- 
politions. 

I  am  the  laft  on  earth  that  would  attem.pt  to  jufiify 
injuftice;  I  cannot  therefore  be  thought  to  approve 
of  the  depredations  of  the  Britifh  ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  I  know  they  have  been  a  thouland  times  fallely 
accufed,  that  every  art  has  been  made  ufe  of  to  ex- 
aggerate their  violences,  that  the  number  of  vefTels 
taken  by  them  has  been  counted  fifty  times  over,  and 
that  language  has  been  imputed  to  them  which  they 
never  held. 

Nor  can  the  Britifh  be  juftified  by  faying  that 
they  have  done  no  more  than  imitate  the  French  ; 
but  we  muft  be  permitted  to  wonder  that  the  depre- 
dations of  one  nation  fhould  excite  fuch  a  lively  re- 
fentiuent  as  to  pufh  the   country  within   a  hair's 

breadth 
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breadth   of  a  war,  while  equal  depredations  on  the 
part  of  France  fhould  excite  nottheleaft  difcontcnt, 
except  among  the  merchants  immediately  feeling  the 
lots.  At  the  very  moment  that  the  memhers  of  Con- 
grefs  were  execrating  the  fea- robbers  of  Britain,  and 
orderino;  General  Confifcation  and  Admiral  Embarso 
to  take  up  arms  againft  them  ;  at  this  very  moment 
the  depredations  of  our  dear,  generous,  hiamine,  and 
^urs-fingered    allies   had   committed   greater   havoc 
and  a6ts  of  difhonefty  than  **  the  King  of  pirates" 
{to  ufe  a  legiflative  expreflion)  or  his  fubjects  had 
ever  done.     I  have  in  another  work  quoted  the  Re- 
port delivered  to  the   Houfe  of  Reprelentatives  on 
this  fu!)je6l,  Itating  "  that  the  French  had  not  only 
been  guilty  of  depredations  equal  to  thofe  o/the  Bri- 
tifh,    but    that   they    had,    betides,    violated  the 
treaty    between    the    two    countries,    and    had, 
moreover,  cheated  the   American    merchants  by 
difcharging  in    depreciated    affignats  a  contract 
which  fhould  have  been  difcharged  in  coin." 
When  this  Report  came  to  be  examined,  every  un- 
corrupted  man  was   afioniilied  to  hear  members   tall 
upon  the  Britifh  tooth  and   nail,  while  they   were 
ready  to  give  the  haiftr  fraternel  to  the  robbing  Car- 
magnoles.    One  faid,  that  as  to  the   depredations 
•of  France,  "-^  Jome  alloivance  muft  be  made  for  a  great 
"  nation,  combatting  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  that 
*'  he  made  no  doubt  that  magnanimous  people  would 
*'  be  ready  to  make  every  jult  compenfation."     This 
was  the  reafoning  of  thofe  times,  and  fo  an  Envoy 
was  fent  to  obtain  redrefs  from  Britain,  and  which 
by  the  treaty  is  obtained  ;  but  tome  allowance  was 
made  for  \\\q  great  nation  who  was  fighting  in   the 
caulc  of  liberty,  and  therefore  all  account  againft 
her  died  away. 

The  merchants,  however,  though  generally  par- 
tial enough  towards  the  ^/vm^^  Republique,  ftili  recol- 
leded  the  lofs  which  has  been  ever  lince  increafing. 
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Thefe  men  are  loo  vveli  acquainted  with  book-keep- 
ing to  be  real  good  republicans  a  la  FraiK^oiJe.     They 
were  as  ready  as  any  body   "  to  make  form  allowances'' 
for  the  exccffcs  of  the  French,  provided  always  that 
thofe  allowances  did  not  come  out  o(  their  pockets, 
Tlieir  excelles  in  the  Low  Countries,  their  robbing  of 
the  merchants  at  Amfterdam,  fet  ihe  bells  to  ringing 
at  Philadelphia  ;   but   when   they  came  to  lay   their 
fraternal  fingers  on  the   Philadelphians  themfelves, 
oh  !  then  they  were  fad  rogues,  and  lb  the  merchants 
fend  a  Memorial  to  Congrefs. — Now  we  lliall  hear 
their  own  hiltory  of  the  affair. 

*'  The  Memorial^  &c.   r efp ecif ally  /how eth, 

"  That  the  Memorialifls,  and  divers  others  in  the 
regular   courie  of  their  trade  in  the  years   1793, 
1794,  and  1795,  invefled  large  fums  of  money  in 
proviiions  and  other  merchandifes  fuited  to  the 
*'  Wefi  Indian  market,  and  fent  them  thither,  where 
"  many  cargoes  were  fold  to  the  officers  of  Colonial 
Adminiflration  of  the   Republic  of  France,  to  be 
paid  for  in  cafh  or  colonial  produce;  many  others 
*'  were  taken  by  force  by  the  faid  officers,  from  the 
"  fupercargoes  and  confignees,  at  prices  arbitrarily 
"  fixed  by  tJumifehes,  to  be  paid  for  in  produce  at  rates 
**  and   terms  of  (credit   fixed  at  their  pleafure  ;  and 
"  that  others  have  been  arrejied  on  the  highfeas,  car- 
"  ried  into  their  ports,  and  taken  for  the  ufe  of  the 
"  Republic,  without  any  ftipulated  price  or  contrail; 
"  that  your  Memorialilts  confidently   believe   that 
*'  the  amount  of  property  belonging  to  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  thus  delivered  to  and  taken 
by  the  adminii^rative  bodies  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic in  the  Well  Indies,  exceeds  two  vnUlons  of  doU 
lars  now  hi  arrear,  for  which  your  Memorialifis 
and  others  concerned  have  no  mode  of  obtaining 
payment,  fatistaction,  or  redrefs.     That  the  ufual 
*'  courfe  is,  after  taking  the    cargo   by   force   and 
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^'  darefs,  to  detain  the  veflcls  under  pretence  ofpay- 
'  ing  in  produce,  until  tlie  mailers  and  crews  arc 
wearied  with  idlenels,  licknels,  delay,  andhUuily 
lb  as  to  be  willing  to  return  cither  altoircther  w  ith- 
out  pay,  or  with  fuch  fmall  portions  thereof,  as 
Icarcely  to  pay  the  freight  and  charges  occafioned 
by  theic  long  dehiys  ;   whereby  in   tnofr   inftances 
the  whole  capital   has  been  left  behind;  and  ia 
thofc  inftanees   where  a  confiderable   part  of  the 
cargo  has  been   paid  for  in  colonial  produce,  the 
cxpenfcs  of  demurrage  have  coniumed  alraoli  the 
*'  whole,  as  by  vouchers  ready  to  be  laid  hefore  the 
*■''  Houfe  or  a  Committee  thereof  will  abundantly  ap- 
"  pear. 

*'  Your  Memorial ifts  further  fhow,  that  forae  of 
the  earl  left  iutferers  among  them  applied  perfon- 
ally  and  by  memorials  to  Cilizens  Genets  Fauchet, 
and   Adet,   the  firji  and  Jiicceeding  Mmijters   of  ihs 
French  Republic^  for  redrefs^   without  obtaining  it. 
They  alio  applied    by  memorial   to  the  Prefident 
"  of  the  United  States,   who  referred  them  to  the 
Secretary  for  the  department  of  State,  whote  ad- 
vice they  purlhed  in  committing  tlieir  claims  to 
James  Monroe,  Efcj.  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of 
"  the  United  States  to  the  Republic  of  France,  at 
*'  the  time  of  his  embarkation.    That  although  your 
Memorialilts  are  perfe(Sfly  latisfied   that  the  exe- 
cutive authority  ot  the  Union  hath  done  all  with- 
in its  power  to  procure  redrct's  to  your  Memorial- 
ifts,   yet  it  has  not  had  the  dehred  elfedl. 
**   Your  Mcmorialifts  further  reprefent  that  they 
had  hop(  d  that  Ibme  arrangement   would   have 
"  been  alVented  to,   whereby  the  debt  due  from  the 
*'  Republic    of  France    to  tlie  citizens  of  America 
"  might  have  been  difcharged  out  of  the  debt  due 
*'  to  her  from   the  United  States,   and   under   this 
"  .(^xpeciation   they  cxernjtd  f alienee;     but  finding 
<'  that  money  funded  and  transferred  to  an  ogmt  of 
I  "  ''  the 
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"  the  Republic,  all  hope   from  that  refourcc  is  va- 
"  niilied. 

*'  Your  Memorial ifts  feel  the  more  concern,  that 
*^  while  ■pro-vifon  has  been  made  by  the  Executive  of  the 
*'  Union  for  obtaining  from  other  nations  a  redrefs  for 
*'  fpoliations  committed  on  their  commerce,  no  mea- 
*'  fures  adopted  have  heen  fuccefsful  for  procuring 
*'^  fmiilar  fatisfad^ion  from  that  nation  which  the 
merchants  of  this  have  fhown/o  decided  an  affeBion 
to,  by  fupplying  their  iflands  with  proviiions  and 
neceffarics  at  a  greater  rifk  than  attended  any  other 
*'  branch  of  their  trade — fupplies  that  were  abfolutely 
"  necefl'ary  to  their  colonies,  and  which  they  could 
*'  from  no  other  place  nor  in  any  other  manner  be 
"  furnifhed  with. 

"  Your  Memorial  ifts  therefore  pray  that  the  Le- 

,"  giflaturc  will  take  their  fuffering  cafe  into  conli- 

"  deration,  and  afford  them  fuch  relief  and  protec- 

**'  tion  as  to  their  wifdom  fliall  feem  conliftcnt  with 

*•  right  and  juflice." 

Some  people  v/ill  pity  and  others  will  laugh  at 
thefe  Mciiiorialilis  :  the  French  republicans  will  be 
among  the  latter.  Upon  my  word,  it  was  very  cruel 
of  our  dear  allies  :  after  having  received  fuch  proofs 
of  our  "  fo  decided  affcclion"  to  cheat  and  intuit  us 
even  more  than  the  '*  great  fea-robber"  did!  After 
the  patriotic  and  aifedtionate  captains  had  run  the 
gauntlet,  as  it  were,  to  get  into  the  ports  of  their 
dear  friends  and  allies  to  fave  them  from  flarving, 
how  ftlly  they  mufl  look  to  have  their  cargoes  feized, 
and  be  themfelves  thrown  into  a  dungeon  !  This 
was  often  the  cafe.  I  have  once  before  Ikid  that  the 
Carmagnoles  called  them,  Ics  capitaims  a  coup  ds 
baton,  or  caned  captains  ;  jufr  as  their  Convention 
called  the  Pruffians,  Ics  Joldats  a  coup  de  baton,  or 
caned  Joldiers.  Indeed  they  did  often  beat  and  kick 
thcfe  captains  ;  and  though  the  poet  tells  us  that  fijch 
kind  of  blows  wound  honour  more  than  any  other, 
yet  we  have  never  heard  tliis  called  a  national  dif- 

grace » 
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grace  :  on  the  contrary,  the  more  thefe  fellows  were 
kicked,  theloudcr  did  they  cry  Long  live  the  Republic! 
and  the  more  lies  did  they  bring  us  in  her  favour. 

The  hearts  of  the  patriots  at  home  partook  of  the 
infenfibility  of  the  backs  and  pofteriors  of  the  gal- 
lant mariners  ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  this  after-clap 
Memorial  of  the  merchants,  tlie  whole  would  have 
funk  into  oblivion. 

Some  perfons  of  extraordinary  patriotifm  went  fo 
far  as  to  apologize  for  the  conduct  of  the  French ; 
as  thus  :  "  The  mother-country,  engaged  incombat- 
*'  ting  defpotifm  at  home,  and  endeavouring  to  calm 
*'  thofe  troubles  which  exift  in  her  bofom,  cannot 
"  pay  fufficient  attention  to  the  filling  the  offices  in 
*•  the  iflands  with  honeft   and  upright  characters, 
otherwife  they  certainly  would  not  lufFcr  the  con- 
duct puifued.     This  is   proved  by  the  honourable 
and  very  ample  payment  for  damages  and  demurrage 
made  to  Americans  detained  m  their  ports.     They 
are  therefore  not  implicated  in  the  charge  of  de- 
predation." (Seethe  Aurora  of  28th  May,  i"'95.) 
Now  Great  Britain  was  at  war  in  Europe  as  well  as 
France  was  ;  why  then  was  not  the  fame  apology  ap- 
plicable to  her  ?     But  this  apologift  fays,  that  ample 
payment  was  made  for  damages ,  &c.   If  this  be  true, 
the  Memorial ifts  are  miffaken,  for  they  fay  there  are 
fivo  millions  of  dollars  yet  unpaid  in  May,   1796.     I 
know  very  well  that   the  French  promifed  to  pay 
amply :   I  recollect:  that  when  Mr.  Randolph's  Re- 
port (the  fubflance  of  which  I  have  above  noticed) 
was  publiihed,  it  was  accompanied  with  a  note  from 
his  intimate  friend  Fauchet,  declaring  the  readinefs  of 
the  French  Republic  to  make  immediate  compenfa- 
tion.      This  had  the  delired  effed  ;   for   though  a 
lingle  farthing  will  never  be  paid,  the  declaration 
was  looked  upon  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  debt, 
and  as  a  fecurity  for  the  future ;  while  the  Englifh 
Minifter,  not  daring  to  make  a  promife  which  he 
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was  not  fure  would  be  fulfilled,  was  obliged  to  re- 
main filent,  and  his  lilence  was  conlidered  as  a  proof 
that  his  court  not  only  authorized,  but  was  relolved 
to  continue  its  depredations.  But  how  deceitful  are 
appearances  !  Ke  that  promifes  every  thing  pays 
nothing,  and  he  that  promifes  nothing  pays  every 
thing. 

Either  the  apologlfl:  tells  us  a  falfchood,  or  the 
merchants  tell  us  one.  I  have  no  2;reat  inclination 
to  in-terfere  with  the  matter  :  I  leave  them  to  leltle  it 
between  themfclves  ;  or  if  they  fhould  be  obliged  to 
call  in  an  umpire,  none  is  fo  proper  as  the  dear  na- 
tion for  whom  they  both  have  '*  fliown  fo  decided 
**  an  afFedion." 


New  D'lfcoveries  in  the  Regions  of  Corruption. 

In  the  introdudlion  to  this  work,  I  promifcd  the 
public  *'to  give  an  account  of  every  democratic 
"  trick,  whether  of  native  growth  or  imported  from 
'*  abroad,  to  unravel  all  the  windings  of  the  pre- 
**  tended  patriots,  and  more  particularly  thofe  of  the 
"  Jlour-merchanis,"  Under  this  engagement,  I  fnould 
think  myfelf  inexcufable,  were  1  to  remain  filent  at 
a  time  when,  if  new  plots  are  not  abfolutely  difco- 
vered,  fuch  are  talked  of  in  a  manner  calculated  to 
excite  general  curiofity. 

Satisfied  in  my  own  mind,  as  I  have  long  been  in 
the  habit  of  declaring,  that  there  is  a  numerous  fiic- 
tion  in  this  country  a6iing  under  French  influence, 
and  even  in  French  pay,  I  mufi  naturally  rejoice  at 
the  difcovery  of  whatever  promifes  to  be  more  luc- 
ccfsful  than  any  thing  I  have  hitherto  been  able  to 
fay  in  convincing  the  people  of  theexiflence  of  this 
fa(51ion.  Under  this  impreffion  it  is  that  1  publifh. 
ihe  following  article  from  ihc  Minerva  of  New- York, 
and  that  I  add  fuch  oblervations  as  appear  lo  me  per- 
tinent. 

Extra6f 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  an  American^  dated  Paris, 

Feb.  14,    1796. 

''  Could  you  imagine,  my  dear  Sir,  that  any  Ame- 
*'  rican  citizens  could  be  fo  abandoned  as  to  invite 
"  France  to  attempt,  by  coercion,  to  prevent  the 
"  free  exercife  of  the  judgment  of  our  country  con- 
*'  cerning  its  own  interetts,  and  to  awe  it  into  a  fur- 
render  of  its  own  opinion  to  the  mandate  of  a  fo- 
reign country  ?  Yet  fo  the  facft  undoubtedly  is. — 
Injiuenlial  vien  on  your  fide  of  the  ivater  have  in- 
vited the  French  Govermnent  iofpeak  to  ours  a  decided 
language  againfi  the  execution  of  the  treaty  with 
Great  Britain^  and  even  to  go  Jo  far  as  to  claim  our 
guarantee  of  the  French  Weji  Indies  ;  placing  before 
us  the  alternative  of  war  ^vith  France  or  Great  Bri- 
tain. The  idea  has  been  liftened  to  by  the  Go- 
vernment, and  it  has  been  in  contemplation  to 
"^  fend  a  new  Minifler  with  a  fleet  to  carry  the  plan 
'•  into  effe61  :  though  I  am  inclined  to  hope  that 
*'  it  has  been  recently  laid  alide.  The  extreme  em- 
*'  barraffmcnts  of  the  affairs  of  their  country,  ef- 
*'  pecially  with  regard  to  its  finances,  and  more  fe- 
"  rious  refle6tions  on  the  hazard  of  driving  us  into 
'*  an  eledtion  to  take  fide  with  Great  Britain,  as 
*'  well  from  the  expofed  fiate  of  our  commerce, 
"  as  from  the  refcntment  which  fo  di(5latorial  a  con- 
'^  du6l  would  naturally  infpire,  have  at  lafi  produced 
"  a  halt ;  and  I  truft  that  the  hefitation  which  has 
'•'  beiiun,  will  end  in  a  refolution  not  to  rifk  fo  un- 
*'  jutt  and  fo  mad  a  proceeding.  Would  to  heaven 
*'  that  the  war  was  at  an  end  !  For  we  fhall  not  be 
"  fafe  from  the  machinations  of  this  wicked  portion 
'*  of  the  globe  till  that  event  takes  place.  •  Jufiice 
"  and  morality  have  fied  from  Europe — but,  alas! 
"  are  they  flying  from  America  alfo  ?  I  dare  not 
"  trufl  to  this  mode  of  conveyance  the  perfons  fuppofed  to 
*'  be  the  authors  of  this  nefarious  plot.     But  a  few 
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months  may  enable  me   to  make  the   difcIofLire 
with  more  certainty,  where  I  can  do  it  lulih  perfed. 

Tiiis  intelligence,  if  true,  at  once  decides  the 
quettion  of  French  influence  and  corruption  ;  it  is 
therefore  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  form  a  correal 
opinion  concerning  it.  Let  us  firft  fee  what  claims 
the  letter  itfelf  has  to  authenticity,  and  then  whether 
the  alarming  information  it  contains  be  corroborated 
by  fadls  already  known. 

The  Gazette  in  which  this  cxtra6l  firfi:  appeared  is 
remarkable  for  its  impartiality.  The  editor  is  a  man 
of  much  experience  in  his  bufinefs,  and  enjoys  a 
high  reputation  for  candour  and  underftauding.  It 
is  not  probable  that  fuch  a  man  fhould  be  deceived 
with  relpe^f  to  the  authenticity  of  the  letter,  and  it 
is  iHll  lefs  probable,  that  he  Ihould  be  prevailed  on 
to  print  it,  not  believing  it  authentic.  The  manner, 
too,  in  which  he  introduces  it  to  the  public,  feems 
to  me  to  be  a  Itrong  proof  of  his  perfuafion,  that  it 
would  be  foon  followed  up  with  a  more  explicit  ac- 
count. •  Indeed,  had  he  not  believed  that  the  whole 
affair  muft  finally  come  to  light,  it  is  hardly  credible 
that  he  would  have  hazarded  a  piece  of  intelligence 
rcficdting  fuch  indelible  difhonour  on  a  portion  of 
his  countrymen,  and  not  capable  of  anfwering  any 
good  purpofe  whatever. 

The  editor  has  never  fiiown  himfelf  the  enemy 
of  France.  He  has  not,  indeed,  like  hundreds  of 
others,  approved  of  the  maflacres  in  that  country  ; 
but  the  inllant  thofe  malfacres  ceafed,  he  contributed 
his  dole  of  praife  to  the  triumphant  moderates. — 
Fie  was  among  the  firft  to  oppolb  the  principles  of 
the  prefent  Conftitution  in  France  to  thofe  of  our  Ja- 
cobins ;  and  though  he  was  miflaken  here,  though  he 
was  oppofing  milchief  to  mifchicf,  the  midakc  proves 
that  the  prelent  French  Government  had  his  appro- 
bation ;  and  as  it  ftjll  continues  the  fame,  it  muitliili 

have 
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have  tliat  approbation.  There  is  then  no  rcafcn  to 
fuppofe  that  he  would  lend  his  hand  to  a  fabrication 
tending  to  dilircdit  the  French  Government.  In 
truth,  he  is  over-cautious  in  fpeaking  of  it.  If  the  in- 
telligence be  true,  the  hardeft  terms  he  has  for  the 
condu(5l  of  fuch  an  infamous  and  treacherous  nature 
are,  "  unk'mdnefs  and  impntdence."  A  man  who  could 
lb  far  get  the  better  of  the  feelings  he  muft  enter- 
tain upon  the  fight  of  this  intelligence,  is  rather  to 
be  fufpccfled  of  a  partiality  for,  than  againft  the 
French  Government. 

The  editor  of  the  Minerva  has,  't  is  true,  been  a 
bold  and  able  defender  of  the  Britilh  treaty  ;  he  might 
therefore  be  fuppofed  to  be  anxious  for  its  fuccefs, 
as  all  men  are  zealous  in  a  caufe  they  have  decided- 
ly efpoufed ;  but  this  caufe  ftood  no  longer  in  need 
of  fupport  v/hen  the  extra 6\  appeared,  the  treaty 
having  patTed  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fixtceii 
days  before.  Had  this  intelligence  been  a  mere  in- 
vention to  flir  the  people  up  againli  the  Oppofition, 
or  rather  againft  their  deftru6tive  projedls,  it  fhould 
have  made  its  appearance  at  the  time  when  peti- 
tions were  handing  about  for  and  againft  the  treaty. 
At  that  time  fuch  a  battery  might  have  been  opened 
to  good  purpofe  ;  but  after  the  treaty  was  lan61:ioned, 
it  would  have  been  playing  it  ofF  upon  the  defeated 
and  the  dead. 

In  fhort,  there  is  no  reafon  whatever  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  editor  would  have  publiflied  the  extradt, 
believing  it  a  fabrication  ;  and  as  it  is  almoft  im- 
poffible  he  fhould  be  duped  by  any  fabricator,  we 
muft  believe  it  authentic,  efpecially  when  we  fee  the 
intelligence  contained  in  it  ftrongly  corroborated  by 
fa(?ts  already  moft  clearly  and  unequivocally  afcer- 
tained. 

It  is  certain  that  every  American  who  loves  his 

country,  and  who  confcqucntly  feels  a  deep  concern 

I  for 
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ibr  its  honour,  mnfl  be  fired  with  indignation  upon 
bearing;  that  "  ceriain  influential  men  on  this  fide  of 
"  the  water  had  invited  the  French  Government  to 
"  force  the  Government  of  America  to  fet  afidc  the 
*'  treaty,  and  tl,at  the  French  rulers  had  lificncd  to 
*'  the  propofai  ;"  bat  the  editor  oithe  M'lmrva  muft 
excufe  me,  it  I  think  it  rather  furprifing,  that  he 
fhould  imagine  either  one  or  the  other  "  impofliMe." 
Savs'he,  "  It -fcems  impoflible  that  anv  American 
"  Citizens  (liould  be  lb  loft  lo  all  fenfe  of  vn-*ue 
*'  and  duty,  as  to  endeavour  to  bring  upon  their 
"  country  'io  great  an  evil  ;  and  it  feems  lefs  pro- 
««  babic,  that  the  Government  of  France  fhould  lb 
^'^  far  fjrget  our  rights  as  an  independent  nation, 
•'  and  be  fo  unmindful  of  the  fpirit  and  genius  of 
*'  freedom,  as  to  be  difpottd  to  follow  the  pernicious 
"^  advice."  Now  tne  truth  is,  that  what  is  here  re- 
prelented  as  next  io  impollible,  is  no  more  than  a 
continuation  of  what  we  have  been  witneties  of  du- 
rin":  four  jncceinve  years. 

In  order  to  form  a  correct  opinion  as  to  the  pro- 
bability of  the  truth  of  the  intelligence  from  Paris, 
we  mufl"  go  back  to  the  epoch  when  the  ruinous  and 
ruined  French  nation  was  iirfl  called  ?i  Republic*, 
and  trace  down  the  chain  of  the  machinations  of  its 
tyrauits  to  the  moment  when  the  hollile  determina- 
tion, the  lie  plus  ultra  of  impudence  and  of  perfidy, 
is  faid  to  have  been  formed. 

When  Briffot  and  his  colleagues  declared  war 
ap^ainll  Great  Britain,  Holland,  and  Spain,  they 
formed  the  plan  of  forcing  this  country  to  make  a 
common  caule  with  them.  For  this  purpofe  Citizen 
Genet  was  fent  out  to  replace  Mr.  Ternant,  bring- 
ing with    him    the  neceiiary  infirudlions,  and  the 


*   I  L\\'  called,  becnufe  France  r?  no  more  a  Republic  in  reality 
than  Turkey  or  iVlorocco,  or  any  other  defootic  ftatc. 

ftill 
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filll  more  necefTary  rouleaux  of  iouis-d'ors*.  As  it 
was  Ibrefeen  that  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
would  refolutely  oppofc  the  overtures  for  war.  Genet 
was  to  effed  by  force  what  could  not  be  efTetled  by 
perfuafion.  If  the  Government  of  America  was 
ready  to  aid  the  caufe  of  France,  it  was  to  be  refpedled, 
but  if  not,  it  was  to  be  deflroyed  by  flirring  up  the 
people  to  oppofition. 

Inflead,  therefore,  of  coming  dire6lly  to  the  feat 
of  Government,  the  Citizen  landed  at  one  of  the 
ports  the  mofl  difiant  from  it,  and  in  a  part  of  the 
Union  the  moll  likely  to  be  led  aftray  by  his  feduc- 
tive  and  feditious  arts.  On  his  arrival  he  found  a  pro- 
clamation of  neutrality,  flridly  forbidding  the  peo- 
ple of  thefe  States  to  do  any  thing  contrary  to  their 
duty  as  a  nation  at  peace  with  all  the  world;  but, 
in  place  of  acknowledging  this  right  of  a  neutral 
nation,  what  did  he  do  ?  He  ifTued  letters  of  marque 
and  military  commiffions  :  by  fea  he  fent  Americans 
to  cruife  on  the  Britifh,  and  by  land  to  invade  the 
Spanifli  dominions.  His  journey  through  the  fouth- 
ern  States  was  a  kind  of  triumphal  proceffion,  and 
he  at  lafb  made  his  public  entry  at  Philadelphia 
more  like  a  viceroy  or  a  conqueror  than  a  foreign 
minifier. 

His  introdu(?lory  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
was  a  clear  declaration  of  his  intentions.  "  When," 
lays  he,  "  the  emifTaries  of  our  common  enemies  are 
"  making  ufelefs  efforts  to  neutralize  the  gratitude  of 
*'  your  fellow- citizens,"  &c.  This  language  was 
an  unequivocal  proof  that  he  defpifed  the  Preiident 


*■  Some  time  ago  I  had  a  note  fent  me,  giving  an  account  of 
the  depofit  as  well  as  the  removal  of  certain  rouleaux^  accompa- 
nied with  a  poem,  entitled,  "  The  Confeffions  of  Francois  Louis- 
♦'  d'or."  The  author  has  my  thanks  for  both;  but  want  of  room 
has  delayed  their  publication  for  the  prefent. 
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and  hi'^  prDrlamation  of- nciitralit}',  and  tlu'it  lie  de- 
pended on  tin-  people  for  fupport.  Acroiding'ly,  his 
endeavours  were  all  dircc'^ed  towards  ibis  one  object, 
excilins;  difcontent  and  dilobediencc. 

Thofe  who  had  fucceeded  in  defiroying  one  Go- 
vcrniricnt  by  the  infernal  ageney  of  Jacobin  clubs, 
knew  their  utility  too  well  to  negledl  employing 
them  againfl:  another.  The  Jacobins  had  hurleil  the 
King  of  F'rance  from  his  throne,  and  the  democrats' 
might  hurl  General  Wafi^Ington  from  his  chair.  It 
is  fjm.ething  truly  lingular,  that  a  celebrated  ajiro- 
nomer  and  a  Secretary  of  State,  fhould  be  tlie  Prefi- 
dent  and  Secretary  of  the  mother- club  in  each  coun- 
try; it  is,  however,  a  fac^t,  Ba'iUy  and  Dummirkz 
once  filled  thole  honourable  polls  in  France,  as 
David  RitteidiGK/'c  and  A.  J.  Dallas  did  in  the  firft 
club  that  was  formed  in  America. 

On  the  plan,  and  at  the  recommendation  of  the 
mother-club  at  Philadelphia,  others  were  formed  all 
over  the  Union.  Their  affiliations  were  as  perfedi  in 
their  nature  as  thofe  of  the  Jacobins  in  France,  or 
of  the  reformers  in  Enfiland  and  Scotland,  and  the 
principles  and  object  of  all  were  the  tame.  It  would 
be  tedious  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  their  manoeuvres, 
and  dlfagreeable  alio,  as  it  would  not  fail  to  bring 
to  mind  the  conduct  of  many  perfons  who  now  with 
their  folly  to  be  forgotten. 

When  the  Citizen  faw  that  the  clubs  were  become 
numerous,  and  thought  that  things  were  ripe,  he 
made  an  open  avowal  of  his  intentions  of  "  appeal- 
"  ing  from  the  Prefident  to  the  people."  This  pre- 
cipitant avowal,  dictated  by  French  vanity,  happily 
difconcerted  all  his  plans.  The  hectoring  Minifter 
was  miftaken  ;  he  thought  he  had  the  poor  doltifli 
Paritians  to  deal  with,  but  he  was  loon  convinced 
of  the  contrary.  Th.c  people  of  America,  tliougli 
their  partiality  for  the  French  nation,  and  their  iiill 

greater 
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^^reatcr  prtialify  for  what  they  then  imagined  to  be 
the  caule  of  freedom,  had  led  them  into  innume- 
rable tbolcrics,  and  dittin<51ions  as  unwife  as  uniuft, 
iliovved,  when  it  came  to  the  trial,  that  they  had 
too  much  love  for  their  country,  and  tor  their  triend 
and  father,  to  efpoute  the  caule  of  a  man  who  aimed 
at  the  dcfirudlion  of  both  *. 

From  the  moment  the  infolent  BrilTotonian  found 
liimfelt  baffled,  his  myrmidons  began  to  cry  havock. 
They  attacked  llie  citizens  of  Charlellon  at  the  door 
of  their  playhoiii'e,  cut  the  traces  of  their  coach- 
iiorfes,  wounded  feveral  perfons,  and,  if  I  am  not 
miliaken,  killed  one  or  two.  The  militia  were  called 
out,  and  the  city  was  ftruck  with  terror.  Not  long 
after  an  American  had  his  iku  11  cleft  on  board  of  one 
of  their  vciiels,  for  a  pretended  hifult  lo  their  tr'i-co- 
loiired  cochade.  Many  perfons  of  this  city  of  Philadel- 
phia had  the  mortification  to  fee  their  peace-officers 
hacked  with  fwords  in  the  middle  of  the  ftreet -f-. 
And  yet  we  are  now  told,  that  "  it  feems  hnpqjjlbh 
'■^  that  the  Government  of  France  lliould  attempt 
*'  any  thing  againli  our  neutrality." 

I  know  I  fl-iall  be  told  here  to  make  a  diflin6lion 
between  the  rulers  in  France  and  their  minillers  in 
this  country  ;  and  1  would  do  this,  if  I  faw  the  leaft 
Teafon  for  lb  doing;  if  I  were  not  well  convinced 
that  the  latter  have  in  no  cafe  furpalfed  their  in- 
flrudfions.  The  friends  of  the  French  Government 
make  this  difiinction,  and  tell  us  that  Genet  was 


*  The  French  republicans  aflert,  with  their  iifual  infolence, 
that  the /f^^/i/f  of  this  country  began  to  exprefs  their  dilhke  to 
Genet  only  when  they  foimd  he  was  recalled.  This  is  falfe.  The 
deinncrntic  ibcieties  indeed  pl;iyed  him  this  trick;  \iM\.  ^e peopte 
exprefild  their  deteftation  of  his  condud:,  and  that  moft  unequi- 
vocally too,  the  inftant  he  talked  of  his  appeal. 

1  How  all  the  offenders  came  to  efcape  punifliment  is  a  queftion 
to  be  put  to  the  Governor  of  Pennlylvaoia  and  others,  who  ought 
to  have  feen  the  laws  executed. 

E  E  2  recalled 
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recalled  for  his  mifcondiidl.  The  turbulent  Minifter 
was  indeed  di/placed\  but  the  manner  of  doing  this 
fully  proves,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  expediency  and 
not  of  choice.  His  mafieis,  and  the  mafters  of  un- 
happy France,  could  not  reject  the  Prefident's  re- 
quefl-,  without  difgufting  the  people  of  this  country, 
who  muft  have  looked  on  fuch  a  ftep  as  a  decided 
mark  of  approbation  of  Genet's  infolence  -,  nor 
could  they  call  home  without  punifhing  him.  There- 
fore, at  once  to  preferve  the  good-will  of  the  Ame- 
ricans and  avoid  the  punifhment  of  a  man  whole 
condufl  they  did  in  reality  approve  of,  they  dif- 
milTed  him  from  his  employment,  and  left  him  qui- 
etly amongfl:  us,  where,  befides,  it  was  poffiblc  for 
him  flill  to  act,  though  unfeen,  as  the  fhowman 
behind  the  canvafs  gives  movement  and  volubility  to 
his  puppets*. 

Let  it  be  recollccled  too,  that  Genet  was  dif 
placed  by  Robefpierre  and  his  crew,  and  I  leave  any 
one  to  determine  whether  the  merciful  Robefpierre, 
the  very  prince  of  cut-throats,  could  difapprove  of 
the  plans  of  our  Long  Iflander.  The  gentle  Robe- 
fpierre did  indeed  fend  us  word  that  it  pained  his  hu- 
mane and  generous  foul  to  think  that  the  Rcprcfent- 
ative  of  a.  greai  and  brave  nation  fliould  fo  difobey 
its  will ;  but  we  fhould  have  alkcd  this  bloody  vil- 
lain, what  he  would  have  laid,  if  Genet  had  fuc- 
ceeded  in  his  *'  appeal  from  the  Prefidcnt  to  the 
*'  people."  Genet  was  difplaced,  becaufe  he  had 
failed,  and  not  becaufe  he  had  attempted  our  de- 
Itruciion.  Robefpierre  has  been  aptly  termed  the 
fcape-gocU  of  the  Convention,  in  France  ;  and  Genet 
may  with  equal  aptnefs  be  termed  ihtivfcd^e-goai  in 
America. 


*  If  fome  good  foul  would  but  give  us  a  peep  into  the  dif- 
patches  that  now  and  then  go  over  to  Long  Ifiand,  we  fliould, 
perhaps,  lee  fome  more  •*  precious  confcffions." 

The 


MAY,  1796.  421 

The  infurrec^ion  in  the  weflern  conntlcs  of 
Pennfylvania  was  undoubtedly  a  great  evil,  but 
much  good  has  been  derived  from  it.  This  infur- 
rcetion  was  imputed  to  the  machinntions  of  Great 
Britain  ;  and  as  people's  ears  were  all  open  to  every 
thing,  however  abfiird,  that  was  advanced  againft 
that  nation,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  many  very 
well  meaning  men  marched  a<;ainll  the  infurgents 
with  a  full  expc(5lation  of  finding  them  under  the 
command  of  the  Governor  of  Upper  Canada.  This 
was  finning  againll  convi6lion  certainly  ;  but  what 
errors  will  not  men  plunge  into  when  blinded  by 
prejudice  and  pricked  on  by  revenge  ?  Moll  people 
were  heartily  athamed  of  having  been  the  dupes  of 
this  trick,  long  before  the  appearance  of  Citizen 
Fauchet's  intercepted  letter  ;  but  that  truly  ineftima- 
ble  Eflay  on  bribery  and  corruption  has  placed  the 
whole  matter  in  a  fair  light,  and,  as  the  faying  is, 
"  clapped  the  faddle  on  the  right  horfe.** 

Every  man  who  feeks  for  truth  and  not  for  falfc- 
hood,  will  regret  with  me,  that  we  are  not  in  pof- 
feflion  of  the  famous  No.  2  and  No.  6,  mentioned 
in  Citizen  Fauchet's  letter,  and  of  the  other  difpatches 
preceding  that  letter.  Had  we  the  perufal  of  thefe 
precious  pieces,  we  might  enter  into  fome  detail: 
not  having  them,  we  muft  content  ourfelves  with 
proceeding  like  mathematicians,  from  the  known  to 
the  unknown. 

We  know  that  the  tame  man  who  was  Secretary 
to  the  firtl  Jacobin  fociety  in  this  country,  and  who 
afterwards  denied  his  report  concerning  the  "  appeal 
"  from  the  Frelident  to  the  people  ;"  we  know  that 
this  man  is  named  in  the  intercepted  letter,  amongfl 
the  three  or  four  who  were  balancing  to  decide  on 
their  party,  when  the  overtures  for  money  were  made 
to  the  French  Minifter.  ij 

We  know  that  all  the  leaders  in  the  infurr^lion^, 
as  well  as  their  partifans  here,  were  then,  and  iCre 
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now,  the  decided  fupportcrs  of  France  in  oppofition 
to  Great  Britain.  If  we  look  back  to  the  meetings 
of  the  infurgent  Committees,  we  iTial!  there  find  the 
names  of  two  members  of  the  prefent  Houtc  of  Rc- 
prefentatives  ;  and  if  we  turn  to  thej-^:^^^  and  nays  of 
that  Houfe,  we  lliall  find  them  both  voting  againft 
the  Briti Hi  treaty,  and  oppoiing  every  mealurc  of  the 
Federal  Government  '*. 

We  know  that  poor  Citizen  Fauchet  expretred  his 
fevere  regret  at  the  taihirc  of  the  infurrcction  ;  and 
furely  we  know  that  when  a  man  exprciies  his  regret 
at  the  failure  of  an  enterprife,  it  is  certain  he  withcd 
it  to  fuceccd.  After  having  jultiiied  tlie  eaufe  of  the 
infargents,  and  whined  out  their  difcomfit,  he  lays, 
*•  Thus  will  the  Government  acquire  fiabiiity, /or  o?ie 
^'  complete fijjion  atleaji!  Who  knows  what  will  be 
*'  the  limits  of  tins  triumph?  Perhaps  advantage  will 
"  be  taken  of  it  to  obtain  fome  laws  ^ov  Jirengthening 
"  the  Government  r  1  was  tempted  to  throw  in  an 
ahs  or  two  here;  nothing  elfe  is  wanting  to  ren- 
der the  paliage  truly  pathetic ;  as  thus  :  '"My  dear 
'■  mafters,  in  ipite  of  my  teeth  this  Government  will 
'  hjt  onefejjlon  longer  at  leajl  f  Alas  I  who  knows  what 
*-  may  be  the  limitsof  this  triumph  over  our  brothers  ? 
*  Perhaps  the  Government  may  be  ttrengthened,  and 
'  then,  oh  hell!  we  fliall  never  be  able  to  knock 
'  it  down.' 

Let  the  reader  well  remember,  that  thofe  dreadful 
forebodings  of  Citizen  Fauchet  are  to  be  found  in  ^ 
confidential  difpatch,  intended  for  the  perufal  of  the 
Convention  only.  It  is  from  documents  like  this,  and 
not  from  public  declarations,  that  we  are  to  judge  of 


*  When  I  faid  in  the  Firit  Part  of  the  Bofie  to  Gna-.v,  that  the 
enemies  of  Gieat  Britain  were  invariably  rhe  enemies  of  the  Fede- 
Hi'  Government,  the  good  democrats  afftcied  to  laugh  at  me:  tec 
them  deny  this  now  it  they  can.  I  defy  even  their  impudcuce  to 
deny  the  fad. 

the 
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tliC  dlfpofitions  of  a  foreign  Government.  Suppofc, 
for  initance,  a  letter  from  the  Britlfli  Miniflcr  had 
been  intercepted,  containing  cxprefTions  of  his  re- 
gret at  the  fuccefsof  the  Government  in  quelling  the 
infurredlion,  and  jullifyir.g  the  conduct  of  the  infnr- 
gents — what  would  then  have  been  fecn  ?  Need  I 
afk  this  ?  Poor  man  !  Tlie  Lord  have  mercy  upon 
him,  if  he  had  remained  here  after  the  difcoverv. 
Oar  language  is  copious,  and  particularly  in  terms 
of  execration  ;  bat  I  am  mitlaken  if  enoun-h  would 
have  been  found.  Thofe  who  talk  High-Dutih  would 
haveliad  an  advantage,  as  it  is  tliid  a  man  can  eurfc 
liarderin  that  language  than  in  any  other. 

Fauehet  was  recalled  ;  and  as  no  mifcondu6l  was 
imputed  to  him,  he  went  home,  you  fee.  But  here 
is  one  circumilanee  that  I  muft  be«;  the  erood  reader 
to  attend  to,  and  that  is,  that  Citizen  Jolcph  was 
called  away  after  a  defeat,  juft  as  his  renowned  pre- 
deceifor  was.  As  foon  as  it  was  known  in  France, 
that  Father  Joleph's  fiUal  dilpatch  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  Englifh  Miniliry,  it  was  perceived  that 
the  writer  would  become  odious  here  ;  that  he  would 
always  be  i"ui'pe<^led  by  the  Government,  and  that 
his  friends  would  be  afraid  to  truft  their /?;^'^/ozcJ•  con- 
f ejji oris  to  \\\i  ear.  How  kind  was  it  then  to  recall 
him,  and  fend  another,  whom  no  mortal  man  could 
ever  think  of  fulpcdling  ?  No,  certainly  not  ;  it  would 
be  hard,  indeed,  to  lulpect  a  third.  Tlie  moft  un- 
fortunate gamblers  reckon  with  confidence  upqn  a 
good  throw  out  of  three  ^. 

The 


*  Having  ftumbled  upon  the  word  Gamblers,  it  puts  miz  in  mind 
<if  the  Faro  Banks,  Gamhrr  Tahlcs  and  Gamhlhig  Lotteries,  in 
all  about  two  hundred,  now  ui  this  city.  Thefc  noble  inftitutions 
we  owe  entirely  to  the  Fiench  ;  and  when  we  add  to  theie  the  pa- 
ganifli  calendar,  and  the  Age  of  Realon,  nuill  we  not  blulh  to 
think  that  thefe  generous  enhghteners  of  il.e  world  are  Itillobhged 
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The  third  (and  I  hope  the  laft)  fair  trial  of  the 
flrength  of  French  influence  was  the  attempt  to  fet 
afide  the  Britifh  treaty.  Here  it  failed  alfo  ;  but  we 
are  not  to  conclude  that,  becaufe  it  failed,  it  never 
was  made.  For  my  part,  I  am  confident  the  trial 
was  made,  and  have  not  the  lead  doubt  that  it  would 
have  fucceeded,  had  it  not  been  for  a  difapp ointment. 

It  would  be  ufelefs  to  repeat  here  what  has  been 
fo  often  faid  refpedling  the  conduct  of  poor  Mr. 
Randolph,  at  the  time  of  the  ratification,  or,  to  go 
over  all  the  manoeuvres  of  the  partifans  of  France, 
from  the  moment  the  treaty  firfl.  arrived  in  this  coun- 
try till  the  meeting  of  Congrefs.  Still  lefs  neceflary 
is  it  to  enter  into  a  detailed  account  of  what  has 
pafled  fince  that  time,  as  it  is  frefh  in  every  one's 
memory.  One  fad,  however,  I  jnuil  relate  here, 
as  it  is  well  worthy  of  attention. 

In  the  Cenjor  for  April,  it  v/as  remarked,  that 
the  petition  againft  the  treaty,  faid  to  be  fign- 
ed  by  fifteen  hundred  citizens  of  Philadel- 
phia, was  carried  round  for  fignatureby  a  French- 
**  man^  To  this  I  have  now  to  add,  that  in  the 
State  of  New  Jerfey,  two  Frenchmen  went  about  fo- 
liciting  fignatures  to  another  petition  of  the  fame 
import.  The  perfon  who  was  lo  obliging  as  to  fur- 
nifh  this  information,  faw  them  at  a  public  houfe 
preffing  people  to  fign.  He  was  himfelf  prevailed 
on  to  do  fo  ;  but  thinking,  upon  recollection,  that 
he  had  done  wrong,  he  returned  to  the  houfe  and 
fcratched  out  his  name.  Would  to  God  that  num- 
bers of  his  countrymen  were  as  ready  to  correal 
their  errors ! 


to  cry  out  on  our  higratUude?  How  much  better  are  all  thefe 
pretty  things  than  the  nafty  broad-cloths  and  linens  we  get  from 
thofe  fad  dogs  the  Britifli !  And  yet  we  make  a  treaty  with  them  ! 
O  i^t\ 

After 


tl 
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After  having  given  this  fliort  tketch  of  the  hiftory 
of  French  influence  clown  to  the  time  when,  as  our 
Paris  intelligence  flates,  it  was  to  break  out  into  ac- 
tion, let  us  compare  that  intelligence  with  the  litua- 
tion  of  things  on  this  fide  of  the  water.  A  few  len- 
tences  will  fufhce. 

The  fubftancc  of  the  Paris  intelligence  is  this: 
"  that  certain  influential  men  in  America  had  en- 
*'  tered  into  a  negotiation  with  the  French  Govcrn- 
*'  ment,  the  relult  of  which  was,  France  was  to 
^'  oblige  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  to  aban- 
*^  don  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  by  threatening 
^'  it  with  a  war  in  cale   of  refufal ;  but  that   this 

projc6V,  the  writer  believed  to  be  laid  alidc  on  the 

\\thof  FehruaryU'  On  the  24th  of  March,  Mr. 
Livingflon's  motion  pafled  by  a  majority  of  tiventy- 
jive.  This  was  only  38  days  afier  France  had  givcu 
up  the  proje<5l.  On  the  2  8tli  of  April,  35  days 
later,  this  frightful  majonty  changed  into  a  iiimorUy, 
and  the  treaty  palFed  very  quietly.  This  was  62^  days 
after  France  had  given  up  the  proje(5V.  So  that  it  is 
poffible  that  this  might  be  known  when  the  latter 
vote  was  taken,  and  not  when  the  former  one  was. 

I  by  no  means  pretend  to  fay,  that  any  unfavour- 
able news  from  France  had  an  influence  on  thete 
votes;  on  the  contrary,  I  am,  alas  !  (as  Citizen  Fau- 
chet  fays)  too  well  convinced  of  the  purity  of  the 
Oppolition,  to  fwppofe  that  they,  or  any  of  them, 
could  be  the  "  influentuil  men''  hinted  at  in  the  ex- 
tract. No,  no  ;  God  forbid  I  ihould  think  any  fuch 
thing.  Mercy  on  us  all  !  they,  poor  men,  changed 
their  votes  becaule  their  conftituents  changed  their 
notes.  It  is  thel'e  conftituents  who  are  to  blame 
then,  and,  of  courle,  the  "  hifluential  meir  are  to 
be  found  among  them.  Now  conftituents  are  every 
body,  and  every  body  is  nobody  ;  and  thus  you  fee, 
reader,  w^e  all  of  U9  draw  ourielves  decently  out  of 
the  fcrape. 

Letter 
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Letter  from  Governor  Shelby,   to  Oliver   Wol- 
COTT,  Secretary  of  the  Treafury. 
Sir, 
I  have  been  informed,  that  in  a  letter  adcirelT"ed  by 
you  during  the  lafl  leflion  of  Congrefs  to  the  Chair- 
man of  a  Committee  of  the   Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives,  you  Hated,   "  that  for  v/ant  of  a  diflri6l  attor- 
ney in  Kentucky,  no  duties  could  be  colledied  ;  that 
the  Governor  himfelf  refufcd  to  pay ;  and  that  the 
people  flieltered  themlelves  under  his  example.     For 
the  fatisffi6lion  of  the  public,  I  ihall  ilate  a  fjw  fa6ts 
concerning  this  bulinefs  :    I  rented  out  my  dillillery 
in  Auguii,  1792  ;   previous  to  wliich,  no  application 
had  been  made  to  me  by  any  excite  oiTicer  to  mcafure 
my  (iills,  or  to  take  an  entry  of  them  ;   I   coutinued 
to  rent  out  my  frills  from  that  time  until  the  latter  end 
of  the  year   J  793,  and  the   tenants   gave  me  their 
bonds  to  keep   me   indemnified  from  any  demands 
that  might  be  made  on  me  for  the  excite  during  that 
period.     I  then  took  them  again  into  my  poirelTion, 
and  commenced  working  of  them  in  Jaimary,  1794. 
About  the  month  of  April  following,   I  was  applied 
to  by  an  excile  officer  (for  the  tirli  time)  for  the  duties 
of  that  year.   I  inf)rmed  him  of  the  time  I  had  taken 
mydiliillery  into  poffefiion,  and  that  I  did  not  con- 
reive  any  duties  could  then  be  due  from   the  time  I 
had  commenced  working  my  diftillery  ;  which  he  ap- 
peared fatistied  with.  He  removed  thorrly  afterwards 
out  of  the  country,  and  there  vvas  not  (to  my  know- 
ledge) an  excife  officer  in  it  until  about  the  month  of 
January  or  February,  J  79s-   1  v.^s  tlien  called  upou 
to  make  an  entry  of  my  llills  tVom  June,  1794,  which 
I  did  iuiincdiately  :   After  Iliad  done  this,  the  officer 
nlked  me  if  I  would  pay  the  arrearages.     1  told-  him 
1  did  not  know  whether  the   law    required  it  of  ine, 
that  1  would  take  counlel  on  the  fuhicct  ;  and  that  if 
I    found    the   law   did    require  it    ef    nie,     that     I 
would    pay    them   on    the    lirit   application,    other- 
2  v.ife 
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wife  1  would  not.     He  laid  he  was  not  bound  to  call 
a  fecond  time  to  demand  them  :   I  told  him  if  he  did 
not  choofeto  do  fo,  he   might  execute  his  duty  im- 
mediately, and  take  my  property.  This  he  did  not  do, 
but   went  away.     I   was  Ihoriiy   afterwards   advifed 
that  the  law  would  not  compel  me  to  pay  the  arrear- 
ages ;  but  when  the  duties  from  June,  1794,  to  June, 
1 7 95,  became  due,  I  counted  out  and  laid  by  itlclfthe 
amount  of  wiiat  was  due  from  me  for  that  period, 
that  the  ofFicer,  wiien  he  called  again,  might  have  oc- 
caiion  to  flay  as  fhort  a  ilmc  as  poffible  in  my  houfe. 
No  application  of  any  kind  has  lince  that  time  been 
made  to  me  by  any  excife  officer  ;  and  I  found  upon 
inquiry  that  1  could  not  procure  a  permit  to   remove 
whilkey  which  I  had  dittilled  between  June,    1794, 
and  June,  1795,  owing  to  the  want  of  an  officer  iu 
the  county,     1  have  very  lately  been  obliged  to  apply 
perfonally  to  the  officer  who  is  at  this  time  adling  in 
the  county,  to  receive  the  taxes  due  from  me  for  that 
period,  and  from  June,  j  795,  to  June,  1  796. 

From  this  flatement  of  iacits,  the  public  will  find 
that  your  affertion,  as  far  as  it  concerns  me,  is  falle ; 
and  I  believe  it  to  be  equally  groundlels,  as  far  as  it 
concerns  the  diftillers  in  general  within  this  State.  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  it  will  be  found,  upon  an  im- 
partial incpuiry,  that  the  difl:illers  have  paid  conlider- 
able  fums  on  account  of  the  excife ;  and  that  it  has 
beenowino;  to  the  nciiledl:  or  milcondudl  of  the  offi- 
cers  of  Government,  that  the  duties  have  not  been 
univerfally  coUedled  from  June,  1794. 

It  is  a  matter  of  indifference  to  me  whether  you 
fabricated  your  falie  fiatement  yourfelf,  or  received 
it  from  others  :  having  made  it,  you  are  refponfible 
for  the  truth  of  it  :  but  as  the  diltance  between  us 
renders  a  perfonal  application  to  you  impracticable, 
I  fliall  upon  this,  and  all  future  occaiions,  where 
you  may  ufe  my  name  improperly,  take  the  liberty 

of 
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of  afluring  you,  in  this  public  manner,  that  I  dcfpife 
you  mofl  heartily. 

Isaac  Shelby. 


To  Isaac  Shelby,  la^e  Governor  of  Kentucky, 

Sir, 
Having  very  unexpectedly  met  with  a  publication 
of  yours  addrefled  to  Oliver  Wolcott,  I  could  not 
avoid  reading  it,  becaule  I  like  to  know  whatever  is 
faid  to  or  of  public  officers  in  high  ilation ;  efpeci- 
allyby  one  who  has  been,  or  is  himfelf  in  office.  I 
found  it  was  intended  to  refute  a  charge,  which  you 
fay  was  made  againft  you,  of  having  refufod  to  fay 
the  excije.  Judge  then  with  what  regret,  as  a  friend 
of  yours,  I  perceived,  that  your  own  words  furnifh 
the  fullefl  evidence  of  your  guilt.  My  dear  Sir,  I 
would  have  you  coniider  (and  I  wifh  I  had  been  by 
you  to  have  faid  it,  before  you  thus  committed  your- 
felf),  that  the  public,  for  whofc  fatisfa<5lion  you  were 
fo  good  as  to  write,  is  made  up,  as  relative  to  your- 
fclf,  of  two  forts  of  people,  that  is  to  fay,  friends  and 
foes  ;  and  that  while  you  fhould  cautioufly  avoid 
furnifhing  matter  of  fcandal  to  the  latter,  you  fhould 
be  no  lefs  careful  not  to  render  your  defence  too  dif- 
ficult for  tne  former.  \n  the  prefent  cafe.  Sir,  the 
weight  of  this  obfervation  is  felt  with  different  kinds, 
but  equal  degrees  of  fenlibility  on  both  tides ;  there 
being  much  fubjedt  of  ridicule  or  flander,  while 
there  is  but  little  ground  for  defence.  For  example — 
Had  you  faid,  That  as  for  what  Oliver  Wolcott  has 
faid  of  mc,  it  is  a  damned  lie!  and  I  defpife  him, 
whether  he  made  it  or  not ;  and  added  nothingmore, 
your  enemies  could  only  have  faid,  that  you  were  an 
inconfidcrate,  vulgar  blackguard,  which  you  know 
would  have  been  true  enough.  But  then  your  friendsj 
admitting  that,  would  have  believed  you,  and  all  to 
a  man  would  have  flood  up  for  your  credibility.  But, 

alas! 
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alas !  what  are  they  now  to  think,  what  can  they 
fay,  when  you  {late,  as  a  part  of  the  charge  againft 
you  (and  the  material  part),  "  That  the  Governor 
himfelf  refufed  to  pay  ?"  and  in  another  place  admit, 
that,  when  required  to  T^Tiy.yow declined? — a  modeft 
word  for  refnfed,  to  be  fure.  You  wanted  counfel — 
if  the  law  required  it,  you  would  pay ;  otherwife  you 
would  not.  You  took  counfel — you  were  advifed 
not  to  pay,  and  you  did  not  pay.  Now  what  were 
you  charged  with  ?  That  you  refufed  to  pay. — What 
have  you  admitted  ?  That  you  refufed  to  pay. — What 
have  the  people  done  ?  Refufed  to  pay.  They  too 
])ad  legal  advice  !  Yet  you  tell  Mr.  Wolcott  that 
the  charge  is  falfc.  Y'ou  mufi:  perceive.  Sir,  from  all 
this,  that  it  is  as  difficult  to  defend  your  reputation 
for  veracity,  as  it  is  to  prove  you  a  polite  gentleman. 
Ijideed,  Sir,  permit  me  to  add,  and  be  allured  that 
I  do  it  with  much  relu61ance,  that  your  friends,  driven 
to  defpair,  find  themfelves  obliged  to  abandon  you  in. 
both  points  to  the  pity  or  contempt  of  your  enemies. 
Yet,  Sir,  there  are  other  points  in  your  cafe,  which 
interefi  them  extremely,  and  upon  which  they  pro- 
mife  to  beftow  their  beil  endeavours,  being  fully  im- 
preiied  with  tiie  truth  of  an  obfervation,  that  there 
are  but  few  chara6lers  wholly  deflitute  of  merit,  or 
anv  caule  fo  bad,  as  not  to  furnifli  fome  favourable 
topics. 

You,  Sir,  have  alfimicd  as  a  part  of  the  charge, 
'*  that  the  people  fhcltered  themfelves  under  your  ex- 
ample ;"  and  this  you  deny.  Now,  Sir,  how  much 
better  it  would  have  been,  had  you  paffed  this  part  of 
the  fubjeA  over  in  (ilcnce  !  For  you  know  that  the 
people  did  refufc  to  pay  ;  but  this,  it  is  admitted,  you 
Uo  not  mean  to  deny.  You  deny  only,  "  that  they 
iheltered  themlelvcs  under  your  example  ;"  and  ad- 
mitting, alfo,  that  you  were  fo  inligniiicant  in  com- 
mon eftimation,  as  to  render  your  example  of  no  in- 
fluence ;  yet  I  find  it  impoffiblc,  Vv^th  all  my  inge- 
3  nuity, 
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nuity,  to  defend  your  confeffion  of  the  fa61,  from 
the  imputation  of  weaknefs,  or  to  reconcile  it  to 
that  love  of  notice  and  difiindion,  which  is  but  too 
obvious  to  be  denied,  even  in  your  addrefs  to  Mr. 
Wolcott. 

Again,  Sir,  it  Is  fliid,  that  your  ftatemeut  of  fads 
IS  partial  and  unconnecfted  ;  from  whence  is  inferred 
your  want  of  honefty  toward  that  public  for  whole 
latisfadlion  you  profcfs  ^o  make  it.  You  may  be  iiire 
that  I  demanded  with  promptitude  an  inftance  that 
could  give  rife  to  fo  grofs  a  calumny  as  I  then  thought 
it.  For,  however  irritable,  imprudent,  rafh,  or  rude, 
you  may  be,  I  could  have  vouched  againlt  the  world 
for  your  candour.  What  then  raufl  have  been  my 
confufion,  when  it  was  remarked,  that  you  had  taken 
particular  notice  that  no  officer  had  called  on  vou 
to  mcafure  or  take  entry  of  your  ftills,  as  an  apology 
for  not  paying  within  a  period,  which  the  law^  made 
it  the  duty  of  the  diftiller  to  call  at  an  office  and 
make  chtry  of  his  ftills  ?  Now,  Sir,  did  you,  while 
the  law  required  it  of  you,  as  the  owner  of  ftills, 
make  lawful  entry  at  the  office  ?  If  you  did,  you 
fliouM  have  fald  fo.  If  vou  did  not,  then  whv  do 
you  reprefent  that  tlie  officer  did  not  do  what  you 
fhould  have  done } 

Sir,  there  are  many  other  obfervations  made  on 
your  letter,  which  the  compafs  I  have  prefcribed  to 
myfelf  will  not  permit  me  to  notice  :  at  the  fame 
time,  there  are  others  which  are  too  fiajirant  to  ef- 
cape  attention.  I  have  not  a  word  to  fay  about  the 
condudl  of  the  officers  of  excife,  not  even  for  Mr. 
Wolcott  ;  I  leave  that  to  themfelvesand  their  betters, 
any  further  than  I  think  you  concerned. 

You  fay,  "  it  is  a  matter  of  indifference  to  you 
whether  Mr.  Wolcott  fabricated  his  falfehood,  or  re- 
ceived it  from  others" — that  i;c  was  equally  refponli- 
ble ;  and  that  as  you  could  not  ibc  him  perfonally, 
you  would  tell  him  publicly,  that  you  defpifed  him 

moil 
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mod  bearilly — Ihat  is  as  much  as  yon  could.  Now, 
lor  lliatnc  !  what  a  grols  idea  you  prefent  us  of  you\' 
moinlity  !  \^  bat  !  make  no  difference  between  n 
man's  fabricating  a  faltehood,  and  his  tranfmittlno- 
information  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  which  he  migb*t 
luive  received  with  evidences  of  truth  fufficient^to 
induce  his  belief!  Is  it,  Sir,  owing  to  this  want  of 
difcrimination  in  moral  fubjec^s,  that  you  fo  little  re- 
gard what  you  write  yourfelf  ?  And  do  you  believe 
that  the  public  will  as  readily  excufe  you  for  a  falfe- 
hood  of  your  own  making,  as  if  you  barely  reported 
what  you  had  heard  and  believed  ?  If  you  do,  then 
we  can  difcern  your  confifteney.  If  you  do  not, 
then  learn  to  judge  as  you  would  be  judged. 

Havinil,  Sir,  tb.us  ";one  over  the  moft  embarraflinor 
parts  of  your  publication,  and  incidentally  noticed 
Inch  obfcrvations  as  have  occurred,  1  find  myfelf 
much  relieved  by  the  profpedl  of  ground  much  more 
tenable,  and  which  I  Ihall  now  make  hafte  to 
occuj:)y. 

It  is  lifiS,  Sir,  that,  although  you  have  declmed^  that 
is,  ref t! fed  io  pay  the  excife,  previous  to  June,  1794, 
you  have  entered  your  ftills  from  that  time,  and  are 
now  difpofcd  to  pay.  Nay,  fo  anxious  have  you  been 
to  pay,  that  lately  you  called  on  the  officer  for  that 
piirpufc.  Kow  what  can  you  lay,  you  vile  calumni- 
ators !  ngainft  Governor  Shelby  ?  Dare  you  alk  if 
he  entered  his  ilills  before  the  infurrec^lion  in  the 
weftern  parts  of  Pennfylvania  was  quelled  ?  He 
■tells  you  he  entered  them  in  1795.  Dare  you  alk, 
when  he  p;iid  the  iirft  excife  ?  He  tells  you  that  he 
lately  offered  to  pay  it.  Was  this  after  he  was  told 
what  Mr.  Wolcott  had  faid  of  him  ?  Hufh  your 
impertinence  !  Was  Governor  Shelby  a  friend  \o 
the  democratic  focieties  ?  Did  he  countenance  the 
projccl  of  Genet,  to  raife  an  armed  force  in  Ken- 
tucky ?  Let  him  alone  1  he  is  on  the  llool  of  re- 
pentance.    Don't  you  perceive  how  much  afhamed 

he 
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he  is  of  his  former  conduct,  and  how  he  labours  to 
cxciife  ii  ?  Have  you  not  already  aiTuranccs  of  his 
reformation  ?  Do  you  not  diicern  in  him  the 
timid  fmner  who  has  not  virtue  enough  to  avoid 
a  crime — nor  effrontery  fufHcient  to  avow  it  ? 
Let  him  alone  !  there  is  an  attorney  appointed  to 
that  diflric^  ;  and  fo  long  as  he  can  be  made  to  fear 
the  lafli  of  the  law,  the  United  States  may  count 
with  certainty  upon  his  fidelity. 

And  now,  Sir,  if  I  have  written  as  much  to  the 
public  as  yourfelf,  I  have  your  example  for  fo  doing, 
which,  if  not  my  pride,  muft  be  my  apology  *. 

A.  B. 


The  Authors  Complaint. — The  following  complaint 
is  taken  from  Brown's  Gazette.  "  The  author"  is 
a  hair-drefier,  named  Murdock,  who  (poor  man  !) 
dreamt,  in  evil  hour,  that  he  was  born  a  poet.  Of 
his  play  it  may  be  truly  faid,  that  it  is  the  mofl 
abominable  nonfenfe  that  ever  illiied  from  the  flvull 
of  a  coxcomb,  a  republicoM  coxcomb,  who  is  always 
ten  degrees  more  foolifh  than  coxcombs  of  any 
other  fpecies.     But,  to  the  complaint. 

"Mr.  Brown,  Knowing  that  a  great  number  of 
citizens  are  daily  expecting  to  hear  '  The  Triumphs 
of  Love,  or  Happy  Reconciliation,'  announced  for 
performance,  it  is  requilite  tliey  -fliould  be  informed 
how  that  piece  is  iituated  by  a  fair  recital  of  facTts. 

"  Occalionally  vifiting  the  theatre,  I  was  at  times 

much   difgufied    to  fee  and  hear  pieces    performed 

fo  foreign  to  the  circumjianccs    of  a   republican   'peophf 

which  excited  me,  at  my  leifure  moments,  to  throw  my 

ideas  into  a  trainy   to  produce  a  drama,  which  would 


*  This  letter  is  now  firft  publiflied  (in  the  Porcupine's  Works), 
from  the  manufcript  which  was  handed  to  me  juft  after  Shelby's 
letter  appeared  in  the  public  papers  of  Philadelphia. 

be 
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be  confonant  to  the  ears  of  Americatis.  Upon  ac- 
complifliing  a  piece,  and  aware  of  ihc  foible  of  hi^ 
man  nature  of  being  too  partial  to  what  originates 
with  ourlelves,  I  put  it  for  perulal  into  the  hands  of 
feveral  perfons,  moll:  of  whom  I  knew  to  be  judges 
of  that  peculiar  fpecies  of  ivriting.  It  was  returned 
with  high  encomiums.  I  was  requeued  by  them  to 
lubmit  it  to  the  m^^nagers  of  the  New  Theatre.  I 
purfucd  their  advice ;  it  lay  vyilh  them  fome  weeks — 
they  finally  rejcBed it.  I  informed  the  gentlemen  of 
their  dccifion  ;  tiie.y  were  not  a  little  f{rprifed,  and 
exprelFed  themfelves  in  terms  of  indignation  :  there 
tnatters  retted— the  piece  was  thrown  afide,  to  lleep, 
as  I  fuppote,  the  fleep  of  death.  The  fozver  was  horn, 
and  born,  as  I  expedled,  to  l/lujh  unfeen  for  ever  from 
public  view ;  but  upon  the  opening  the  New  The- 
atre on  the  enfuing  leafon,  I  was  again  requeued  by 
the  alluded-to  friends  of  the  piece,  to  prefcnt  it 
once  more  to  the  managers.  I  replied,  it  was  in  vain  ; 
comparatively  /peaking,  it  would  be  like  oppofing  a 
feather  to  a  tlrong  north-wcflcr.  I  told  them  I  thought 
I  difcovered  a  confirmed  temper  in  the  managers  to 
trample  upon  native  produ^ions ;  they  vvifhed  me  to 
give  it  up  to  them,  and  leave  it  to  their  management ; 
1  accordingly  did.  They  waited  upon  the  managers 
with  it — were  proraifed  by  them  to  pay  it  due  atten- 
tion. It  remained  with  them  a  length  of  time  with- 
out receiving  a  diredl  anfwer,  though  they  were  fre- 
quently importuned  to  give  one,  or  return  the  play. 
At  laft,  beyond  the  eleventh  hour,  it  was  fJioved 
into  the  world  moft  unmercifully  difle^led,  by  what 
was  called  by  the  managers  '^  necelTary  expung- 
ing;" yet,  notwithftanding  its  mutilated  flate,  it 
was  received  with  the  flrongcfl  marks  of  approbation, 
by  one  of  the  mott  refpedtable  audiences  the  houfe 
ever  contained.  That,  and  the  flattering  compHmenti 
I  had  paid  me  the  next  day,  joined  with  the  defire 
VOL.  III.  JF  F  of 
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of  many  to  have  it  printed,  induced  me  to  have  it 
publifhed  :  by  Jo  doing  I  am  out  of  pocket.  Some 
time  agone  I  lent  the  managers  2.  fecond  compofition — 
a  farce,  in  two  adls.  1  informed  them  how  I  was 
circumllanced  with  refpe6l  to  the  firil,  and  obferv- 
ed,  if  they  played  the  two  in  concert,  with  fpirit, 
there  v/as  no  doubt,  that,  in  all  human  ■probahihty ^ 
they  would  have  an  overflow'mg  hoit/e,  and  would 
give  a  ftart  to  the  fale  of  my  firfl  piece  :  but  they 
were  not  difpofed  to  perform  either.  The  rcafons 
given  were  not  fupported  by  the  moil  forcible  ar- 
guments. 

I  fhall  conclude,  by  afferting  to  the  managers,  in 
i\\Q  fidl  face  of  the  public,  that  the  Triumphs  of 
Love,  or  Happy  Reconciliation,  with  the  imperfec- 
tions which  they  or  thofe  who  hifluence  tliem^  may 
charge  it  with,  as  it  was  well  received  in  the  firft  in- 
jflance,  has  an  undoubted  right  of  taking  its  place 
or  chance  in  the  early  part  of  this  feafon  with  other 


pieces  *. 


The  Author. 


The  following  is  the  letter  received  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Congrefs  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
lituation  of  the  fon  of  General  La  F'ayette : 

"  Ramapaghy   Nezv-Jcffey,  March  28,    1796. 

[translation.] 

*^  Sir,  I  have  juft  received  the  honourable  refo- 
lution,  which  the  merits  of  my  father  have  procured 
for  me.  Deign  to  exprefs  to  the  Reprefentatives  of 
the  people  of  America  his  gratitude  :  my  youth  for- 
bids me  yet  to  fpeak  of  mine.     Every  day  recalls  to 


*  In  fpite  of  all  this,  the  poor  barber's  play,  which,  incredible 
as  it  may  leem,  was  worfe  than  the  worft  of  Reynoldi's  orMore- 
ton'sj  was  condemned  to  eyerlafting  obfcurity. 

a  me 
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me  what  he  taught  me,  at  every  period  of  his  life, 
lb  full  of  vicilTitude,  and  what  he  has  repeated  in  a 
letter,  written  from  the  depth  of  his  prifon  :  '  I  ami 
convinced  (he  fays},  that  the  goodnefs  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  tendcrncts  of  my  paternal  friend, 
will  need  nothing  to  excite  them.' 
•  '**  Arrived  in  America,  fome  months  fince,  I  live 
in  the  country,  in  New-Jerfcy,  occupied  in  the  pur- 
fuits  of  my  education.  1  have  no  wants  ;  if  I  had 
felt  any,  I  fhould  have  anfwercd  to  the  paternal  fo- 
licitude  of  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States,  cither 
by  confiding  them  to  him,  or  by  accepting  his  offers. 
I  Ihall  hereafter  confider  it  a  duty  to  impart  them 
to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  which  deigns  to 
inquire  into  my  iituation. 

"  T  am  as  happy  as  a  continual  inquietude  relative 
to  the  object  of  my  firfl:  affections  will  permit.  1  have 
found  benevolence  wherever  I  have  been  known, 
and  have  often  had  the  fatisfacSlion  of  hearing  thofe 
who  were  ignorant  of  roy  connexions,  fpeak  of  their 
intereft  in  the  fate  of  my  father,  exprefs  their  admi- 
ration of,  and  partake  the  gratitude  I  feel  for  the 
generous  Dr.  Bullman,  who  has  done  fo  much  to 
break  his  chains. 

*'  It  is  amid  all  thefe  motives  of  emulation,  that' 
I  fhall  continue  my  ftudies  ;    every  day  more  con- 
vinced of  the  duties  which  are  impofed  by  the  good- 
nefs of  Congrefs,  and  the  names  1  have  the  honour 
to  bear, 

**  Geo.  Washington  Motier  La  Fayettk. 
**  The  Hon.  Echvard  Living Jf on, 
"   Chair man^  tfjV." 

I  have  no  objceHion  to  this  young  fprig  of  rchcl- 
lion  being  fupported  by  the  IVhigs  of  Amtrica  ;  tlicy 
v/ere  weak  and  wicked  enough  10  employ  ihe  father, 
and  they  ought  to  have  the  charge  of  iuppcrling  the 
children  entailed  upon  them  unto  tlie  third  and 
fourth  generation  ;   but  I  fee  no   reafon   why   thofe 

F  I-  2  Nvbt) 
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who  never  accepted  of  the   fervices   of  the   father, 
n^oiild  be  compelled  to  pay  towards  the  maintenance 
of  the  Ton.     Why  fhould  the  honeft  and  peaceable 
part  of  the  people  of  America  be  taxed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  givhig  a  fplendid  eftabhlhment  to  a  French 
boy  ?    \i  Livingfton  and  others   of  the  fame  {lamp 
have  fuch  a  regard  for  Fayette  as   they  pretend  to 
have,  let  them  put  their  hands  in  their  own  pockets, 
and  not  rob  the  farmers  of  America,  who  neither 
know  nor  care  any  thing   about  the  defcendants  of 
the  wretch  that  betrayed  his  king,  and  plunged  his 
country  into  mifery.     That  generolity  is  very  cheap, 
which  is  gratified   by   giving   away  the   money  of 
others.     There  is,   indeed,  an  apology  for  Ned  Li- 
vingfton, who  might  probably  put  his   hand  in  his 
pocket,  twice  before  he  would  find  a  dollar  ;  but  let 
him  then  fupprefs  his  generous  feelings,  till  his  own 
debts  are  paid,  and  not  fquander  away  the  money  of 
the  public. 

Befides,  if  the  public  money  is  to  be  beftowed  on 
thofe  who  rendered  fervice  to  the  caufe  of  the  re- 
bellion, why  are  not  the  poor  Irifh  and  Americans  to 
have  fome  fmall  fhare  of  it  ?  How  many  hundreds 
and  thoufands  of  the  poor  fellows  who  fought  for 
*'  liberty^''  have  now  the  mortification  to  come  beg- 
ging in  vain  for  a  trifling  relief  from  the  men  for 
whofe  exaltation  they  were  fiupid  enough  to  Sa- 
crifice their  time,  their  property,  their  health,  and 
their  limbs  ?  There  are  hundreds,  who  were  com- 
wijfioned  officers  even,  during  the  whole  of  the  rebel- 
lion, and  who  are  now  in  mifery  the  moil  complete. 
As  an  inftance  of  this  kind,  I  here  infert  the  copy  of 
a  begging  petition,  whi^h  a  mofi:  miferable-looking 
creature  prefcnted  at  my  door  about  fix  weeks  ago. 


To 


<( 

(t 
i( 

K 
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«  To  Thomas  M'Kean,  Rfq.  Dodor  ofLaivs,  and  Chief 
*'  Ju/iice  of  ihc  Commojiixjcalth  of  Fcnnfyhania. 
"  The  humble  petition  of  John    Loch  man,  fur- 
«'  geon,  during    the  late  war,   in   the  army  of  the 
"  United   States,    humbly  Hioweth,  that  your   pe- 
titioner, having  almoft  loft  the  ufe  of  his  limbs, 
by  the  exertions  which  he  made,  and  the  hard- 
fhips  which  he  fuftered  in  the  glorious  caufe  of  li- 
berty and  independence-,  and  being   now  poor  and 
pennykfs,  having   had  his  bed  iohl  from  under 
him,  and  his  aged  wife,  Sec.  <kc.  &c." 
Then  followed  this  certificate  : 
"  We  do  certify,  that  we  have   long  known  the 
^^  above  John  Lochman,  and  that  we  know  his  cafe 
"  to  be  what  it  is  liated  in  his  petition. 

(Signed)  "   Robert  Harris. 

'^  John  Steel. 
*'  Henry  Hornberger.'* 
/  do  not  fee  why  charitable  perfons  may  7iot  contri- 
bute to  thefupport  of  the  above  John  Lochuiaji,  and 
1  have  given  him  a  dollar  !  {as.  yl.  fterling.) 

(Signed)  "  Thomas  M'Kean." 

Philadelphia, 
^^tli  October,  1794." 
This  requires  no  comment.  It  is  a  wholefome 
leffon  to  thofe  who  may  in  future  be  tempted  to  bear 
arms  againft  tjieir  lawful  Ibvereign.  Had  this  poor 
man  been  aloyalijl  foldier,  he  would  not  have  been  left 
to  beg  his  bread  in  his  old  age,  and  to  receive  a  pitiful 
alms  from  a  little,  upfiart  tyrant,  whole  charity  even 
is  beftowed  in  a  manner  vv'ell  calculated  to  kill  the 
receiver  of  it. 


ii 
li 


1  fliall  clofe  this  Cenlbr  with  recording  an  account 
of  the  rcioicings  for  peace,  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, in  the  year  1783.  After  the  Reader  has  gone 
through  it,  let  him  recolleft  that,  on  the  very  Ipot 
where  the  triumphal  arch  was  cretTtcd,  and  where 
z  Louis 
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Louis  the  XVIth  was  thus  flatlered,  even  there,  at 
this  very  moment,  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  are 
entertained,  amufed,  and  delighted,  with  an  exhibi- 
tion of  this  lame  Louis  XVI.  fuffering,  in  effigy, 
imdcr  the  axe  of  the  guillotine,  which  forty  times 
a  day  fevers  his  head  from  his  body,  amidft  the  ap- 
plauding fhouts  of  thofe  who  crawled  to  him  like 
fpaniels  in  the  year  1 783  1  A  flriking  inftance  of  the 
bafen^fsand  ingratitude  of  Republicans. 

Vhiladelpha. — In  JJfemhJy,  Tuefday^   December    id^ 

1783,  A.  M. 

The  report  of  the  Committee,  read  November  29th,  relative  to 
the  preparations  to  be  made  for  public  demonftrations  of  joy,  was 
read  the  fecond  time,  and  adopted  as  follows,  viz. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Council  concerning 
the  public  demonftrations  of  joy  it  may  now  be  proper  to  autho- 
rize in  this  State,  upon  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  beg  leave  to  report,  as  the  joint 
opinion  of  that  Board  and  your  Committee — 

That  a  triumphal  arch  be  erefted  at  the  upper  end  of  High  or 
Market  Street,  between  Sixth  and  Seventh  Streets,  to  be  embelliflied 
with  ilhiminated  paintings  and  fiiitable  infcriptions ;  and  that  fome 
fireworks  be  prepared  for  the  occalton.  1 

That  fiich  an  exhibition,  in  point  of  elegance,  as  well  as  in  re- 
gard to  the  convenience  and  fafety  of  the  fpe£lators,  will  prove 
iRoft  generally  acceptable;  it  being  intended  there  fliould  be  no 
other  illumination  in  the  city:  that  thefe  preparations  niay  be  com- 
pleted in  three  or  four  weeks,  and  will  require,  by  the  mo{t  exaffl 
computation  they  could  at  prefent  make,  about  five  or  at  moft  fi?: 
hundred  pounds  :  And  therefore, 

Refolved,  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  fix  hundred  pounds  be,  and 
is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purpoie  of  enabling  the  fupreme 
Executive  Council  to  make  public  demonlbations  of  joy  upon  the 
definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain. 

As  thefe  demonftrations  of  joy  are  prefcribed  and  regulated  by 
the  direL'l:ions  and  at  the  expenfe  of  the  State,  it  is  expec^lied,  tha^t 
no  peribn  or  perfons  whatever  will  prefume,  in  defiance  of  the 
authority  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  require  or  to  make  any  other 
demonftrations  of  joy  upon  the  occafion,  than  thofe  direded  and 
authorized  as  aforefaid. 

jl  Defcr'iption  of  the  Tr'mmpha]  Arch  audits  Orjiaments, 

The  arch  is  fifty  feet  ^nd  fix  inches  wide,  and  thirty-five  feet 

and  fix  inches  high,  exclufive  of  the  baluftrade,  whicti  is   three 

feet  and  nine  inches  in  height.      The  arch  is  fourteen  feet  wide  m 

the 
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Theclear,  and  each  of  the  fmaller  arches  nine  fat.  The  pillars  are 
of  the  /tf«/V  order.  The  entablature,  all  the  other  parts,  and  the 
proportions,  correfpond  with  that  order  ;  and  the  whole  edifice  is 
liiiiflied  in  the  ftyle  of  architcdure  proper  for  fuch  a  building,  and 
ufed  by  the  Romans.  The  pillars  are  adorned  bv  fpirid  feftoons  of 
flowers  in  their  natural  colours. 

The  following  devices  and  infcriptions  are  diftributcd  in  the  fe- 
yeral  parts  appropriated  by  the  ancients  to  fuch  ornaments, 

I.  Over  the  centre  arcG,  the  temple  of  Janus  fliut. 

Numine  favente 
Magnus  ab  integro  fa^culorum  nafcitur  ordo. 

By  the  Divine  favour 
A  great  and  new  order  of  ages  commences. 

II.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  baluflrade,  a  bull:  of  Louis  XVI. 

Merendo  memores  facit. 
His  merit  makes  us  remember  him. 

III.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  baliiftrride,  a  pyramidal  cenotaph 
to  the  memory  of  thofe  brave  men  who  have  died  for  their  counuy 
in  the  late  war. 

Ob  patriam  pngnando  vulnera  paffi. 
Thefe  received  their  wounds  for  their  country. 

IV.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  frize,  three  lilies,  the  arms  of 
France. 

Gloriam  fuperant. 
They  exceed  glory. 

V.  On  the  left  of  the  former,  a  plough,  flieaves  of  wheat,  and 
a  fhip  under  fail,  the  arms  of  Penniylvania. 

Terra  fuis  contenta  bonis. 
A  land  contented  with  its  own  bleffings. 

VI.  On  the  left  of  the  preceding,  a  fun,  the  device  of  France, 
— and  thirteen  flars,  the  device  of  the  United  States. 

Coelo  fociati. 
Allied  in  the  heavens. 

VII.  On  the  left  of  the  laft,  two  hands  joined,  holding  branches 
of  olive  and  the  caduceus  of  commerce; 

Concordia  gentium. 
The  concord  of  nations. 

VIII.  On  the  fouThpannel,  confederated  America  leaning  upon 
a  foldier,  military  trophies  on  each  fide  of  them. 

Fides  exercitias. 
The  fidelity  of  the  army. 

IX.  On  the  other  pannel,  Indians  building  churches  in  the  wil- 
dernefs. 

Ponunt  ferocia  corda. 
Their  favage  hearts  become  mild. 

X.  On''the  dye  of  the  fouth  pedeftal,  a  library,  with  inftrumentf 
and  emblems  of  arts  and  fciences. 

Elmolliunt  mores. 
Thefe  foften  manacrs.  XI. 
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XI.  On  the  dye  of  the  next  pedeftal,  a  large  tree  bearing  thir- 
teen principal  atul  diftinct  branches  loaded  with  fruit. 

Robore  ftipitis  maturabunt. 
By  the  ftrength  of  the  body  thefe  will  ripen. 

XII.  On  the  dye  of  the  pedeftal  upon  the  right  hand  in  pafling 
through  the  centre  arch,  Cincinnatus,  crowned  with  Laurel,  re- 

, turning  to  his  plough — the  phnigh  adorned  with  a  wreath  of  the 
lame — the  countenance  of  Cincinnatus  is  a  ftriking  rel'emblauce 
of  General  VVafliington. 

yiftrix  virtus. 
Victorious  virtue. 

XIII.  On  thedye  of  the  next  pedefta!,  militia  exercifing. 

Protegentes  gaudebunt. 
ProtetT:ing  they  fliall  enjoy. 

On  the  fpandrels  of  the  centre  arch  thefe  letters,  S.  P.  Q^  P. 
The  Senate  and  People  of  Pennfylviuiia. 

The  top  of  the  baluftrade  is  embellinied  with  figures  reprefent- 
ing  the  cardinal  Viitues,  Juilice,  Prudence,  Temperance,  and 
Fortitude. 

The  whole  buildingilluminated  by  about  twelve  hundred  lamps. 

Direcflions  will  be  put  up  in  Market  Street  near  Fifth  Street,  for 
having  the  following  regulations  obfcrved,  in  order  that  the  citizens 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  viewing  and  examining  the  exhibition 
with  the  greateft  convenience  and  fatisfa£lion  to  themielves : 

I  ft,  Perfons  walking  will  pleafe  to  advance  towards  the  exhibi- 
tion by  the  ways  on  theoutfide  of  the  foot- pavements,  which  lead 
in  ftraight  lines  from  Fifth  Street  through  the  fide  arches.  Thofc 
that  advance  on  the  fouth  fide,  after  paffing  the  fouth  arch,  will 
turn  on  the  left  hand  down  Market  Street  on  the  foot-pavement  to 
Fifth  Street.  Thofe  who  advance  on  the  north  fide,  after  paiiing  the 
north  arch,  will  turn  on  the  right  hand  down  Maiket  Street  on  the 
foot-pavement  to  Fifth  Street.  In  this  manner  they  may  pafs  and 
return  as  often  as  they  choofe. 

2d,  Perfons  on  horfeback  or  in  carriages  are  to  advance  in  the 
middle  of  Market  Street,  and  paffing  through  the  centiearch,  con- 
tinue on  to  Seventh  Street ;  then  turning  to  ths  right  or  left,  re- 
turn by  Arch  Street  or  Chefnut  Street,  to  Fifth  Street,  and  fo  pafs 
.ind  return  as  often  as  they  pleafe. 

Any  boys  or  others,  whod'.frurb  the  citizens  by  throwing  fquibs 
or  crackers,  or  otherwife,  will  be  immediately  apprehended  and 
feiit  to  the  vvorkhoufe  !  ! ! 
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